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(Left) —-By the early ——— 
‘twenties, mass production ae 

of Fords was beginning to 
make itself visible, even in 
the Telephone industry. A 
typical scene of the day as 
the crews assemble for the 

afternoon’s work. 
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(Left, below)—Two Buicks 
and a Ford helped with the 
Wahoo rebuild in 1916. 
Standing at left is Doc 
ae . Ojers, and scattered among 
Elmer Scherer’s gang, and a heterogeneous array of automotive effort of 1917. At left is a White truck with wagon bed pole trailer, next i wes the re AS) ¢ te . . ~, the crowd we recognize 


the famous Buick construction truck, a Republic truck, a Ford model T touring car and a Buick touring, with air-conditioning features. Clyde Boyles, Ray Boling, 
The event was the completion of the Polk exchange plant rebuilt in 1917. Ray McLain, Jim Dudgeon, 


This drawing, made from photographs and eye-wiiness 
accounts, is thought to be a faithful reproduction of 
the “International” truck described in this article. 


utterly helpless in mud, which acted as a lubri- 
cant to the drive rope. The slightest shower 


Percy Ling, Charley Albers, 
) uC | | 


Raymond Burr and Ernie 
Wedgwood. 
OR several years after the formation of our company 
‘the cost of hay, oats and livery was a prime factor 
in the economy of plant operation, for except for the 
ever present bicycle, all of the vehicles used by the in- 
dustry were powered by the sinews of Old Dobbin. 


It was in the days of competition with the Nebraska 
Telephone Company, although such a tame word as 
‘“competition”” was never uttered by an employee of the 
infant Lincoln Telephone Company. It was “the 
FIGHT with the Bell,” and an “Automatic” man was 
automatic down to his last explosive fibre; and such was 
the bond of intimacy between man and beast that an 
“Automatic” horse was the finest, strongest, smartest 
and fleetest animal to grace the streets and alleys of the 
town. Rival rigs, in passing, gave no recognition to the 
existence of the other and an “Automatic” horse would 
lose much face and be thoroughly ostracised for being 
so indiscreet as to neigh at a “Bell” horse. It is only 
fair to say that the feeling was fiercely reciprocated and 
that both human and equine personnel of the “Bell” 
organization looked down their noses when meeting an 
“Automatic” rig. 
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Above—The typical telephone man’s car of 1918, with Bert Over- 
cash manager at Seward and Proe Hargelroad, manager ai 
Beaver Crossing. 


Right—An ancient Brush runabout poses before the old Cook ex- 

change building. The Brush enjoyed a few seasons as the ‘poor 

man’s car’ before succumbing to the competition of the sturdier 
and swifter Model T. 


HORSELESS AGE 


The “horseless carriage’ had made its appearance 
in town but it was generally considered to be a toy of 


the rich or the bold and 
was the focal point of the 
scorn and ire of every 
self respecting driver. 
The opportunity to 
shout “Get a horse!’ to 
the luckless owner of a 
stalled automobile made 
the day complete for the 
devotee of the quad- 
ruped. 

There was nothing 
ominous in the arrival 
of the first company 
automobile. Mark 
Caster, the superintend- 
ent, drove—or to put it 
more aptly — herded it 
down the alley one aft- 
ernoon and brought it 
to a popping, fuming 
halt at the alley door. In 
the fashion of the day, 
he stepped proudly from 
the vehicle, donned his 
long duster and immedi- 
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Few old-timers will ever forget 
the Buick touring car that carried 
Plant Superintendent Caster at 
high speed throughout the terri- 
tory. On one such journey, "WT." 
stopped to take a picture of his 
mud-caked zene Palos thus pre- 
serving proof of road iti 
of iste. Conditions 


OF THE , 


ately disappeared from view underneath the car from 
whence came sounds of hammering and the creaking of 
wheels and gears. The curious employees gathered around 
to watch and pass comment, for a first class tinkering job 
made quite a show in those days if properly staged. 

The car was a “Holsman” and resembled nothing so 
much as a carriage with the shafts removed. Its tall thin 
buggy wheels were tipped with V-shaped hard rubber 
tires, a dash board of patent leather was stretched over 
an iron frame while the quilted leather single seat rose 
high above the floor and was surmounted by a regulation 
carriage folding top. The automobile features and acces- 
sories were apparently added as an afterthought. The 
steering post arose perpendicularly at the side of the 
seat and was hinged to allow the steering bar to lay across 
the driver’s lap. Kerosene lights and a polished brass 
horn, with its huge bulb, completed the ensemble. The 
motor was of two cylinders and was started—if it felt 
in the mood—by a crank at the side of the body. Power 
was transmitted by a waterproof rope which ran between 
a pulley on the motor and one attached to the spokes of a 
rear wheel. 

The rope-drive feature may have had some selling 
points but one thing soon became certain: The car was 
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Above—" Fuzzy” Ashmead’s gang with the White construction 
truck in 1916. W. D. Butler stands at left with Ashmead. 


Righi—Truck No. 6, first member of the construction department 
automotive fleet forms the background for a picture of Foreman 
Clyde Boyles’ crew along a roadside near Ashland in 1915. Five 
members of the crew are still in harness, and haven’t changed a 
great deal in the thirty years. From left to right: John Hobson, 
Tom DeWolf, Frank Speir, George Hanson, Clark Shaw, Clyde 
Boyles, Charley Henry, Ray Boling and Bill Reidel. 


our old-timers and might 


on a country road was enough to bring the 
Holsman to a dead stop as the rope spun merrily and 
impotently around the pulleys and the wheels refused to 
turn. The picture is, of course, completed by Mr. Caster 
tearing out great handfuls of hair and ‘phoning for a 
team to tow him back to the office. Sam Hensley, the 
wire chief, also used the Holsman for inspection tours, 
but no man further down 
in the organization ever 
held the honor of so 
much as dusting off the 
steering bar. 


The Holsman  disap- 
peared in the haze of his- ie 
tory and a high-wheeled 
“International” appeared 
upon the scene. This car 
is remembered with gen- 
uine affection by many of 
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be considered as the first 

member of the company 

fleet, for it saw much use- 
ice i 1 and 

ful Bele a loca A Lincoln cable crew of 1918, with 


farm line repair work. John Mosher and Carl Hedstrom 
Also it was manne d by in the air and Harold Cunningham 


Standing beside the truck. 
members of the hoi polloi 
—cablemen, troublemen and _ installers 
many followers among the mechanically minded em- 
ployees. Its feats, however, were still scoffed at by the 
rabid “horsemen” who were yet in the great majority. 


and soon won 


The International also carried the motor mount be- 
neath the seat and was cranked from the side. Its two 


(Continued on page 8) 


The 127th star has been added to our 
service flag, representing LORIN E. 
LYONS, lineman of the construction de- 
partment, who was called into service 
during December. 


It seems likely that two of our first 
lieutenants may have been shipmates on 
the journey across the Atlantic. Change 
of address cards received from both DAN 
SMITH and ART HOLCOMB carry the 
same APO number and are dated from 
Camp Shelby, Mississippi at nearly the 
same time. Lt. Holcomb is with the 61st 
signal battalion.and Lt. Smith with the 
193rd signal repair company. 

Two other employees whose trails 
never crossed until they were stationed 
overseas are Lt. FLOYD HENSON and 
Lt. DICK LAHR. They fly from fields 
near New Guinea and both receive their 
mail from the same APO. 


Lt. BILL MORRIS, at last report, was 
still in England with a signal construc- 
tion battalion, but was expecting to be 
transferred to the continent before many 
moons. 


T/Set. BOB SCHOUBORG, old resi- 
dent of Camp Crowder, Missouri, has 
moved bag and baggage into the domain 
of Lt. ADE NEWENS at Hobbs Field, 
New Mexico. In fact, from Bob’s latest 
address, it seems that the two old timers 
are practically rubbing elbows, as he now 
receives his mail at the signal office, 
which must be the general headquarters of 
the hard working signal officer, Newens. 


Lt. BERNARD SAND, of the Ne- 
braska City plant department reports from 
New Guinea that he is now pilot of a 
C-47 troop transport plane and that he 
has thus far thoroughly enjoyed the ad- 
ventures he has met along the trail. 

Cpl. LAVELLE GILES, late of the Sioux 
City air base reports a new address bear- 
ing a New York APO. Lavelle is radio- 


man on a bomber. 


A letter from Lt. GEORGE HANSEN 


SERVICE STARS 


BY JOE HARTLEY 


il 


in Belgium brings word that he is in 
good health and has completed forty-nine 
missions over enemy territory. Pfc. 
CLOYD BUCKNELL, member of an 
armored signal company also dates his 
letter from Belgium. 


T/5 GENE GEMMELL, in the armored 
field artillery, sends a note telling of his 
arrival in Italy. He received training at 
Camp Campbell, Kentucky, Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma and Camp Polk, Louisiana and, 
until February, 1943, was a lineman in the 
construction department. 


Congratulations are in order for FRITZ 
NOBLE, whose promotion from captain 
to major was recently announced. The 
major has been, for some months, in 
France with the Twelfth Army Group. 

Major THAD CONE, wearing his new 
gold leaves, paid an unexpected and hasty 
visit to his pre-war haunts in late Decem- 
ber. The dynamic Cone is now assistant 
signal officer of the Second Air Force, 
with headquarters in Colorado Springs. 
The work calls for extended travel and 
a rugged constitution, but Thad shows 
unmistakable evidence of thriving on the 
job. 

A Thanksgiving Day letter from Pfe. 
DONALD WREDE, 
finds him full of tur- 
key and “all the trim- 
mings.” He writes that 
he is now in France, 
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Roy Galley is explain- 
ing the hard lot of a 
Civilian to Florence 
Studer, T 3/C who was 
home on leave during 
December. The appar- 
eni halo above the Gal- 
ley head is of strictly 
natural origin, being 
nothing more than a 

reflection of the flash 

used to take the 

picture. 
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having entered the “back door” with the 
landings on the southern coast. Don 
spent several months in the Italian cam- 
paign prior to the invasion. 


A/C ALLAN BEHM was one of the 
fortunate ones to be drawn for a fur- 
lough home at Christmas. Al has recent: 
ly changed locations and is now at Moody 
Field, Georgia, as an “on the line” trainee. 


Lt. PAUL BLACK, our only flying 
Marine, has moved from his former base 
in the Admiralty Islands and is now some- 
what closer to the seat of the trouble. Paul 
flies a Grumman Hellcat and a large part 
of his recent assignments have been in the 
field which has been called “the eeriest 
business in combat aviation,” night fight- 
ing. The activities of Marine night fighters 
began in the mid-Solomons and was initi- 
ated partly as a morale factor for the men 
on the ground—and’ at sea—for the Jap 
night bomber came’and went at will in 
spite of considerable ‘damage inflicted on 
them through anti-aitcraft batteries. The 
fighters put an end to that. Not that 
they shot down every raider that came 
over, for such an ambitious program was 
not even dreaméd of. What they did do 
was to put the fear of the unknown into 
the Jap pilot’s heart. Whenever one was 
shot down it seemed to take several days 
for the surviving bomber crews to screw 
up enough courage to make another raid. 
Needless to say, the men who received 
a full nights’ sleep, even under a “bomb- 
ers moon,” sang the praises of the marine 
night fighter long and loudly. 


Sgt. CHAUNCEY ERICKSON is now 
identified with the 5th Ferrying Command 
and announces a recent move from Love 


Field, Texas to Hamilton Field, California. 
Pvt. DICK PIERSOL, of Tecumseh, 


who turned in his long handled shovel 
in May, 1943 to enter the army, has 
just received his overseas assignment and 
has, by now, probably put the waters of 
the Atlantic behind him. Dick has spent 
the recent months at Texarkana, Texas, 
Jackson, Mississippi, and Eastaboga, Ala- 
bama. 

A member of the accounting depart- 
ment family, FLORENCE STUDER, was 
back on holiday leave and so well did she 
model the WAVE uniform that it would 
not be surprising to find ourselves faced 
with an epidemic of enlistments. Florence 
now carries the rating of telegrapher, third 
class, representing a most rapid climb in 
the ranks since her enlistment last January. 

Pvt. ROYCE HILMER is now with a 
signal operations battalion and has moved 
from Camp Claiborne, Louisiana to Camp 


Shelby, Mississippi. T/5 TOM ROLLER 
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Sgt. Dick Hartley, chemical laboratory 

technician of the 94th General Hospital, 

somewhere in England, poses with a 

quizzical expression and an unidentified 
gadget in the laboratory. 


has also changed camps, being now at 
Camp Bowie, Texas. 

After having been “lost” for several 
months, T/5 HARVEY BOGEMA has 
been located at Camp Gordon Johnston, 
Florida, which represents a long jump 
from his former seat of operations in the 
Northwest Territory. Right here we'd 
like to plead with Harvey, and any other 
servicemen who may be listening, to keep 
the “News” informed of all future address 
changes. We didn’t dream that one man 
would be so hard to locate in such a small 
world. 

First and last word from Pfc. 
HOWARD STACY, finds him in New 
Guinea awaiting further assignment. 
Howard, a paratrooper, used to carry the 
morning mail at high speed through the 
general offices. He is the son of L. A. 
Stacy, chief clerk in the supply depart- 
ment. 

From France, T/5 ERVIN KLUNDT 
writes: “I am getting along fine with 
my work up to this date and am entitled 


The hospital was erected on an ancient ducal estate in a setting 
which might have been taken from a story book or from an 
Inness landscape. The castle is visible on the horizon at 


right-center. 


to wear a bronze star and expect two 


more soon.” 


JAMES GREEN moved, during 
the month, from Camp Stewart, Georgia 
to Camp Howze, Texas. 


“This will be my third Christmas on 
foreign soil,” writes M/Sgt. BOYD 
WEDGWOOD, “—and may it be the 
last. I am sure I speak for all service 
men and women when I say that we are 
all more than anxious to get back home 
and back to work.” Entering the service 
in February, 1942, Boyd ranks among the 
first dozen to put on the uniform. His 
climb through the “stripes” has been by 
way of the long, hard road. He was 
corporal in January, 1943;, sergeant in 
March, 1943; staff sergeant.in May, 1943; 
technical sergeant in November, 1943; 
and master sergeant in June, 1944, all of 
which indicates that Boyd should be pretty 
handy. with his needle work by this time. 


Among the late bits of news is the story 
that Bev Ott is again in civilian clothes, 
having received his discharge from the 
army. Bev was in Lincoln, on convalescent 
furlough last August, and at that time 
gave promise of recovery from the condi- 
tion—war neurosis, he called it—-which 


‘had led to his removal from the combat 


area. He returned to the Winter General 
Hospital, at Topeka, and was later trans- 
ferred to the hospital at Fort Logan, Colo- 
rado.- It was here that he suffered a re- 
lapse, and after some months of treatment 
wherein he again regained his health to a 
large extent,, he was given his discharge. 
Bev is now in California, with his brother, 
Jim, and may be addressed at 230-A North 
Louise Street, Glendale, California. Bev's 
travels have been extensive since his en- 
listment in February, 1942. After pre- 
liminary training at various southern air 
fields, he was sent overseas in October, 
1942. He saw service in New Zealand, 
New Caledonia and New Hebrides, where 
he was stationed for several months. Later 
he moved up to Guadalcanal, New Georgia 
and Bougainville. 
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Signal honor to the hospital was a visit by 
the Queen-Mother, Mary. who ranks high 
among England’s long line of illustrious 
queens. At left is Col. Wm. H. Gordon, 
commanding officer of the hospital unit. 


A round-up of some members of our 
Honor Roll, and their present locations: 
Pvt. RAYMOND E. FREEMAN, Keesler 
Field, Mississippi; JACOB ALBRANDT, 
EM 3/C, Naval construction brigade, 
South Pacific; TED RAY, Lt. (jg) with 
Halsey in the Philippine area; Cpl. 
JAMES BAXTER, Jr., Alaska; Pfc. 
CLOYD BUCKNELL, Belgium, S/Sgt. 
CLYDE WHITTINGTON, San Fran- 
cisco; Pfc. VERN AMICK, Camp Crow- 
der, Missouri; Capt. ROD ANDREWS, 
last heard from in Australia, but now 
probably on the move toward the north; 
CLIFFORD M. ARMSTRONG, Univer- 
sity of Washington at Seattle: Pfc. 
MOREANE ALLDRITT, Napier Field, 
Dothan, Alabama; Lt. PHIL GARVEY, 
Italy. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


HARVEY BOGEMA, Pfc. to T/5. 
ROBERT MUSE, S 1/C to MM 3/C. 
B. I. NOBLE, Capt. to Major. 
FLORENCE STUDER, $§ 1/C to T 3/C. 


Queen Mary inspecting a detachment of patients before one of 
the hospital ward buildings. Dick ran out of adjectives in trying 
to describe his impressions of the dowager Queen and finds no 
fault with the Britisher for centering his affection upon the 


royal family. 


W. H. Caman Dies 


ILLIAM Harrison Caman, for- 
mer district manager at Beatrice, 
passed away at a Beatrice hospital on 
December 8 following several years 
of failing health. 
He was 78 years 


old. 


Mr. Caman 
had devoted his 
life to the tele- 
phone industry 
having entered 
the business at 
Winfield, Kansas 
with the Ericsson 
Telephone Company, later known 
as the Winfield Telephone Com- 
pany, in 1900. Moving to Beatrice 
in 1906, he was engaged by the New 
Home Telephone Company as man- 
ager prior to the purchase of this 
property by the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company. 


He became the district commercial 
manager of our Company in 1912 
with supervision over commercial 
activities and held this position until 
1922 when he was made district 
manager. He retired on pension on 
February 1, 1934. 


“Harry,” as he was affectionately 
termed by his friends, was noted for 
the drive and zeal with which he 
conducted his department and which 
he exemplified for others. However, 
under an exterior which, at times, 
seemed somewhat brusque, his innate 
character was friendly, kindly and 
even sentimental. 


These inner traits were evinced 
by his great fervor for and devotion 
to music and by the love and solici- 
tude with which he regarded his 
family. He was for many years the 
leader of the Beatrice Municipal 
Band and the Shrine Band at Lin- 
coln and was widely known and re- 
spected for his musical efforts and 
ability. 

Mr. and Mrs. Caman celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary on 
November 7, 1939 and shortly after, 
on August 10, 1941, Mrs. Caman 
passed away. Since that time Mr. 
Caman had made his home with his 
daughter, Mrs. Hazel Weaver of 
Beatrice. 

He is survived by Mrs. Weaver; 


one son, Clarence Caman of Glen- 
dale, California, three grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren. Fu- 
neral services were held at the 
Harman-Johnson Funeral Home in 
Beatrice on December 11 with Rev. 
Ross McCown officiating. Interment 
was at the Evergreen Home Ceme- 
tery at Beatrice. 


Group Insurance 


a ha group life insurance plan of- 

fered to employees by our Com- 
pany has been in operation since 
July, 1930 and since that time has 
established itself as a most worthy 
program. 


During this period, claims amount- 
ing to $83,500.00 have been paid and 
928 employees are now insured for 
approximately $1,368,500.00. Many 
claim payments have been made in 
cases where beneficiaries are left 
with little or no other insurance thus 
proving definitely the value of this 
protection. 


You are urged to review your in- 
surance policies regularly to be cer- 
tain that the terms of settlement are 
up-to-date and in accordance with 
your wishes. This applies particu- 
larly to beneficiary provisions which 
should be changed in case of the 
death of the stipulated beneficiary 
and in other cases. Desired changes 
should be reported to the Account- 
ing Department. 


Pioneers to Hold 
Regional Gatherings 


EETINGS to be held by the 

Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Pioneer Telephone As- 
sociation during January will be 
unique in that they will represent a 
departure from the familiar pattern 
of centrally located gatherings. 

Based on the “Bring the Mountain 
to Mohammed” theory, the thought, 
of course, was to facilitate accessibil- 
ity to the events and thus to stimu- 
late interest and attendance espe- 
cially for those who might expert- 
ence difficulty in traveling to a more 
distant point. 

Groups will assemble in the tele- 
phone exchange buildings at 7:30 
P. M. in points throughout the ter- 
ritory as follows: Nebraska City on 
the 15th, Beatrice on the 16th, Has- 
tings on the 18th, York on the 22nd 
and Lincoln on the 23rd. 

Programs will consist of motion 
picture showings of war films which 
will be followed by refreshments 
and periods for visiting and renewal 
of acquaintances. 

Bulletins have been mailed to all 
members and it is requested that 
those who expect to attend forward 
the reservation slips included for this 
purpose to Mr. Guy Seaton, the en- 
tertainment chairman, at Lincoln as 
soon as possible. Members of the 
Association or those eligible for 
membership by virtue of 15 or more 
years of service are welcome and 
invited to attend. 


Our General Plant Superintendent Says --- 


() Company will soon embark on another year of rendering service 
to the public, and to those important war plants in our territory. 
The Government restrictions, coupled with a 


material and equipment shortage during the past 
year, has made it difficult to solve some of our 
problems; however we have continued to render 
satisfactory service in spite of these handicaps. 

The part that we have played in this war 
effort is an important one, and in the year ahead 
we will all be expected to meet the same problems 
and possibly some additional ones. 

May we all do our part so well that we will 
be able to look back on the year 1945 with the 


same satisfaction that we now view our 1944 accompliments. 


Best wishes for the New Year. 


happiness to all. 


May it bring peace on earth and 
——F, E. BEHM. 
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Fritz Noble Promoted 
ODESTY is an admirable virtue 


but it sometimes serves to keep 
one’s friends in the dark about hap- 
penings of importance. Last month 
we learned, 
through indirect 
sources, of Thad 
Cone’s promo- 
tion to Major; 
and this month, 
via the same pro- 
cess, we find that 
BL “Frits” 
Noble is wearing 
Gold Leaves. 
Why don’t you guys tell us these 
things? 

“Fritz,” former area manager at 
York, is the fourth of our “Service 
Stars” to attain this rank and from 
the fine reports we have had of his 
military career we are certain he is 
justly deserving of this distinction. 


He embarked for England in May, 
1944 and in recent months has served 
with the 12th Army Group in France 
handling miscellaneous communica- 
tions for headquarter points in north- 
ern sectors. This group provides 
communication service through the 
use of planes or jeeps when regular 
wire facilities are not available. 
‘Fritz’ has named one plane and one 
jeep “Bunny” in honor of his only 
son. 


A Backward Glance 


At Pioneer Activities 


HE year 1944 marked a period of 

- progress and notable events for 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Pioneer Telephone As- 
sociation. Formed on June 21, 1941 
at the Lincoln home of President 
Frank H. Woods, the organization is 
now well rooted among telephone 
people of independent companies of 
Nebraska. Applications from 50 new 
members were received during the 
year and the total enrollment as of 
December 31 was 329. 


Two gatherings of the members 
of the Association were held at Lin- 


coln, the annual banquet on May 12 


and a picnic on September 17. Many 
acquaintances among fellow workers 
were made and renewed and both 


occasions were thoroughly enjoyed 
and well attended. 


The Chicago conference in Octo- 
ber decided to sever the insurance 
feature from the annual dues thus 
changing the amount from $3.00 to 
$2.00. However, individual mem- 
bers are given the privilege of con- 
tinuing their insurance by direct pay- 
ments to the insurance company. 
Seven claims totaling $325.00 were 
presented and paid during the past 
twelve months. 


The officers and committee mem- 
bers have taken an active interest 
in the organization and its affairs are 
in splendid condition. A further 
program of worthwhile activities is 
being planned for the coming year. 


Folks in Service Appre- 
ciate Company Backing 

UDGING from expressions of ap- 

preciation from our folks in mili- 
tary service, the backing of the Com- 
pany in assuring them employment 
upon their return as well as the 
friendly remembrances occasionally 
sent are heartening and reassuring. 
From the dozens of notes received 
before Christmas we quote excerpts 
from the following: 

Robert Wohlberg writes, ‘You 
don’t know how nice it is to have 
someone back home thinking of you 
and I know all of the boys who 
worked for The Lincoln Tel. & Tel. 
appreciate all you’ve been doing for 
them. I know it makes me feel good 
to know there is someone at home 
who is making arrangements for the 
time this war is over.” 

B. I. Noble says, “I want to wish 
you (Mr. Seaton) personally and 
through you all my friends at the 
Company a very Merry Christmas 
and a new year that will bring us 
nearer a sound peace and a normal 
life. I think of the work back home 
and all the folks and their respective 
jobs frequently. As a large number 
of the officers in our section of the 
headquarters are former telephone 
men from all over the country our 
conversation frequently goes to the 
jobs at home.” 

Gerald R. Henderson puts it this 
way, “It is hard to express my grati- 
tude for your gift, not only for the 
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material value but more for the feel- 
ing behind it. Out here one begins 
to feel a bit forgotten and somewhat 
on the close end of the line. Re- 
membrance by the Company is al- 
most like coming out of a combat 
and seeing all the faces that you 
know aren't any more. It seems to 
bring the spirit of a direct harmony 
so much clearer, that we are not 
representing you but are represented 
here with you. 


“The ‘News’ reaches me better 
than I had hoped and it too is a 
morale builder.” 


Wallace Burr 


Injured on Leyte 
. 8S. BURR of the Hastings Plant 


Department recently received 
word from the War Department that 
his son, T 3/c Wallace L. Burr had 
been seriously injured in action on 
Leyte, November 25. No details 
were given. 


Wallace entered the service in 
1941 with an engineers unit and em- 
barked for Australia in February, 
1942. He was subsequently | sta- 
tioned at New Guinea and again in 
Australia before going to the Philip- 
pines. 


Billy Coffendaffer 


Passes On 
ILLIAM A. “Billy” Coffendaf- 


fer, former plant man in the 
Western District, passed away at 
Hebron on November 23 after a 
short illness. 

He was well known in Hebron, 
Hastings, Osceola and other points 
in that section having worked for 
our Company from 1912 to 1925 and 
installed the first company switch- 
board in Hebron. For the past ten 
years he has been sheriff of Thayer 
County. 


Seward Wins 


LAST minute news flash tells us 
~< that Seward is the winner of the 
area competition in the “Bring Them 
Home” war bond campaign, finish- 
ing with 208% of quota. Congratu- 
lations to Chris Haberman and his 
team. 


TRAIL BREAKERS 


( Continued from page 3) 


cylinders were of the opposed type 
and it was “chain and sprocket” 
-_ driven. Far more rugged and reli- 
able than its predecessor, its life in 
service covered the span of nearly 
four years. It dropped from sight 
sometime after the year of 1912, as 
it gave way before the rapid im- 


provements which was being made . 


in the cars of that era. Lloyd Combs 
and Roy Cleveland served as drivers 
of the car. 


A four-cylinder Buick next ap- 
peared, it being contemporary with 
the International during part of its 
service life, and was purchased pri- 
marily for light farm and toll line 
trouble work. Its maiden voyage, 
with George Gann at the wheel, 
brought it without mishap from the 
Buick salesroom to the Gann resi- 
dence at 14th and L Streets, where 
Mr. Gann parked it while he changed 
into a newly purchased driver's out- 
fit of linen duster, driving cap, 
goggles and long gauntlets. He then 
called Roy Cleveland to the scene to 
receive instructions in the method of 


starting an operating the new model. 


The lesson was a dismal flop, how- 
ever, because the car. wouldn't start. 


For an hour the two men cranked 


ahd sweat and cranked some more 
but not so much as a wheeze could 
they coax from the stubborn innards 


_ of the Buick. Finally, after they had 


removed, cleaned and replaced every 
detachable part, Roy asked what the 
little key in the dash board was for, 
and a red-faced Mr. Gann admitted 


‘that it had to be turned before the 


motor would perform. 


The Buick roadster proved its 
great value in bringing about quick 
restoration’ of service as it chased 
about clearing minor farm and toll 
line troubles. Some of the records 
it established in the clearance of dis- 
tant faults were the talk of the in- 
dustry; once a cross in the toll line 
near Elmwood was cleared and the 
man was back (bragging about it) 
in less than three hours. The cards 
were beginning to be stacked against 
the backers of the less spectacular 


Dobbin. 


With the expanding of our terri- 
tory through the purchase and con- 
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A sylphlike Art 
Smith stands with 
Ned Fisher before 
one of the first 
model installation 
trucks used in Lin- 
coln. This picture 
was published in 
the “News” for 
October, 1918, al- 
though the age of 
the truck antedates 
this by three or 
four years. 


solidation of the Bell interests in the 
South Platte region in 1912- 1913, 
cars of many makes, designs and 
temperaments began to bear the 
L. T. & T. emblem. Noteworthy 
among them was the first construc- 
tion. department truck, a Buick 
known as “Old Number Six” which 
served a long and useful life under 
road conditions such as can scarcely 
be imagined today. For years, Num- 


ber Six could be found at the seat 


of the heaviest construction activity 
and was always featured prominently 
in the group photographs of con- 
struction crews, many of which were 
fortunately taken in the early days. 


The trend, for light exchange 
plant repair cars, swung to the in- 
evitable Ford, and the “bug-hunt- 
er’s” model T was a familiar sight 
along the countryside until the late 
‘twenties. As fenders, running boards 
and other parts not of prime impor- 
tance became loose they were re- 
moved, leaving what was known as a 
“stripped flivver,” a breed of car 
peculiar unto itself and one which 
may go down in legend for its faith 
fulness, stamina and individuality. 
We hope so, for the telephone man’s 
flivver has earned the right to wear, 
in automobile lore, the robes of dig- 
nity it could never quite assume in 
its energetic life. 


December Claims Paid 


cps following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the 
month of December, 1944: Chris 
Haberman, $199.00; and Inez Brun- 
kow, $42.00, Irene M.  Siefert, 
$169.00, James E. Smith, $88.00, C. 
W. Boyles, $21.00, all of Lincoln. 


H. F. McCulla Resigns 


A® WE go to press, the announce- 
+* ment is made of the resignation, 
effective January 6, of H. F. Mc- 
Culla, general commercial superin- 
tendent, and the appointment of 
Merle M. Hale as acting general 
commercial superintendent. In this 
position, Mr. Hale will direct all 
commercial activities in the organiza- 


tion. 
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Our Thirtieth Birthday 
dj Maas years do roll around, even 


for Employees’ magazines, and it 
brought us up with something of a 
jar to discover the other day while 
probing around in the archives that 
January 1, 1945 marked the thir- 
tieth birthday of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone News. We hasten to add, 
before being reminded pointedly by 
some of the sticklers for factual de- 
tails around here, that the “News” 
has not been published continuously 
for thirty years, having been discon- 
tinued with the January, 1922 issue 
until the May, 1926 issue. However, 
January, 1915 did mark the publica- 
tion of ““Volume I, Number I.” 


The first editor was Mr. Walter 
Thorgrimson, who nursed the pub- 
lication through its “swaddling 
clothes” era in the form of a twenty 
page magazine in somewhat small- 
er sheet size than at present. 


Mr. C. W. Motter took over the 
editorial reins in May, 1926 when 
the format was a twenty-four page 
magazine 71/4, by 1014 inches in page 
dimension and the “News” staff con- 
sisted of Norman Ott, special writer; 
I. O. Lansing, production; and Joe 
Hartley, art editor. 


The darks days of the depression 
brought about a reduction to a four 
page sheet in 1932 and in February, 
1934 the first edition of the recent- 
ly familiar “newspaper” format made 
its appearance. This form was con- 
tinued with the appointment of 
Norman Ott as editor in October, 
1935 and was unique in the field of 
employee publications both for its 
style and the excel'ence of its make- 
up and compositicn. 


Mr. Ott’s untimely death on Feb- 
ruary 19, 1944 brought about the 
present staff organization and the 


format was changed to its current 
form in May, 1944. 


A perusal of the pages of the older 
editions brings a rare treasure in 
the presentation of factual items to- 
gether with stories and events con- 
cerning the progress of the Company 
through the years and the ever 
changing picture of its employee 
group. The worth of these pages 
will increase with the inexorable 
march of time. 


Appreciation for Response 


Bee recent request for informa- 

tional data and pictures concern- 
ing employees’ relatives who are in 
military service has brought in a 
wealth of material. With this in 
hand we plan to publish a story, or 
series of stories, on the subject soon. 
The splendid response to our request 
is very much appreciated. 


Extra Copies of 


“News. Available 


INCE. 1926 it has been the prac- 

tice to save extra copies of the 
“News” each month for special re- 
quests and distribution. 


be 


For most of the issues during this 
period a few copies are still available. 
They will be presented “first come 
first served” to those who might 
wish them. 


The “Trail Breakers’ 


Feature Story 
We? CALL particular attention to 


our feature story concerning the 
historical high spots of Company 
automobiles for two reasons: 


In the first place we are hopeful 
that it will contain facts and items of 
interest both for the “Old Timers” 
who grew up with the organization 
and who possibly will enjoy a flood 
of memories of the periods depicted, 
as well as being of interest to those 
of us of more recent vintage. 


Secondly, we take the opportunity 
to urge those who are fortunate 
enough to possess items or informa- 
tion of historical interest concerning 
the Company or industry, such as 
photographs, newspaper clippings, 
letters, records, etc., to forward them 
to our Company “historian,” Mr. 
|. H. Hartley, to whom, incidentally, 
we are indebted for this month’s 
feature story. 


Mr. Hartley has for years devoted 
much time, thought and effort to- 
ward the accumulation and preserva- 
tion of historical data and his files 
contain many items of priceless 
value. It is thought, however, that 
other material might be in the pos- 
session of others which would make 
equally as worthwhile additions to 
the records. 


Psychiatrist: “That habit of talk- 
ing to yourself is really nothing to 
worry about.” 

Schlentz: “Perhaps not, but Im 
such a bore.” 


“He Goes in Thar--- 


Shamrock, the “wire 
pulling pooch,’ prob- 
ably the only barker in 
the country assigned to 
this operation, was a big 
help to the 90th infantry 
at Camp Carson, Colo- 
rado, when some wire 
had to be run through a 
few culverts. The wire 
is attached to his collar 
and after much wheed- 
ling and coaxing he 
starts his journey 
through the dark pass- 
age-way like this, and 
(turn page) — 
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“Happiness Ahead” 


Shirley Brad- 
shaw of the Fair- 
bury Traffic De- 
partment became 
the bride of Seg: 
Clyde L. Hud- 
son of Mobile, 
Alabama on De- 
cember 8 at 
Belleville, Kan- 
sas, following 
the Sergeant’s return from 34 months 
duty in the China, Burma, India 
theatre. The couple spent a Christ- 
mas honeymoon in Alabama follow- 
ing which he reported to Miami, 
Florida for re-assignment and she re- 
turned to her duties as operator at 
Fairbury. 


The wedding of Elna Robertson, 
Lincoln toll operator, to Cpl. Everett 
W. Green was solemnized December 
14 at 1:00 P. M. at the home of the 
groom’s parents, G. E. Green with 
Reverend Main officiating. Cpl. 
Green has just returned from three 
years service in the Pacific. 


Vern Hutchison, Lincoln switch- 
man, and LaVerne Mrkvicka of Lin- 
coln were married on December 16 
at Marysville, Kansas. The couple 
will reside in Lincoln. 


Esther Elmshauser, Lincoln toll 
supervisor, became the bride of Set. 
John Bausano of Sesser, Illinois on 


December 11 at St. Paul Lutheran 
church. The couple will reside in 
Lincoln where Mrs. Bausano will 
continue her duties in the Traffic 
Department. Sgt. Bausano is sta- 


tioned at the Lincoln Army Air 
Field. 


Robert Tucker of the York Plant 
Department and Dorothy Pickrel 
were united in marriage at the home 
of the bride, December 1. The wed- 
ding ceremony was performed by the 


Rev. F. C. Friederick. 
ee @ 


Jean Eggert, operator at Geneva, 
and Vernon Launstein were married 
December 2 at Geneva. The couple 
are residing on a farm west of 
Geneva. 


Helen Hoag, relief operator at 
Shickley, and Cpl. Merle Stolldorf of 
Lincoln were married December 10 
at Raymond, Nebraska. They left 
immediately for Fort Knox, Ken- 
tucky, where the groom is stationed. 


Mrs. Margaret Morgan, chief op- 
erator-cashier at Shickley, and 
Charles Sandburg were married De- 
cember 16 at Shickley. Mrs. Sand- 
burg plans to continue in her present 
position. 


Mina V. Schmidt, general plant 
secretary, was united in marriage to 
Allen F. Jorgensen at the First Pres- 


---And He Comes Out Hyar”’ 


— completes his mission 
by emerging like this. 
He recently went 
AWOL for a day, for 
reasons best known to 
himself, and put a se- 
vere crimp in the 
Army’s schedule of op- 
erations. He blithely re- 
turned the next day, 
however, apparently 
very well pleased with 
himself, and the job was 
continued to a success- 
ful climax. 
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byterian church in Lincoln on De- 
cember 18. Rev. Arthur L. Miller 
performed the ceremony. Mr. Jor- 
gensen is a senior bank examiner 
with the State Banking Department. 
The bride expects to continue her 
employment here for the duration. 


The marriage of Ramona Francis, 
general commercial stenographer, to 
Lt. Wm. F. Wendland of Lincoln 
was a New Year’s Day event at the 
Lincoln Army Air Field chapel. Lt. 
Wendland recently returned from 
service as a bombadier with the 
Army Air Forces in England and 
will now be stationed as an instructor 
at Big Spring, Texas where the new- 
lyweds will make their home. 


Weather Bureau to 


Furnish Storm Warnings 


f lige Neues the cooperation of the 

United States Weather Bureau, 
advance notice of sleet and wind 
storms which might be expected to 
damage facilities or impair service 
furnished by our Company will be 
transmitted from Kansas City to our 
Toll Wire Chief at Lincoln, in ac- 
cordance with arrangements recently 
consummated. From Lincoln, warn- 
ings to other points in the territory 
will be sent in order that all possible 
precautions against damage may be 
taken. 


The danger of ice and _ sleet, 
coupled with wind, has long been 
one of the principal bugaboos in the 
lives of telephone people. This 
splendid assistance from the Weather 
Bureau, which, incidentally, is being 
furnished in the interest of the pub- 
lic at Government expense, is ex- 
pected to be of substantial aid in 
combatting these perennial head- 
aches. 


oes most precious thing anyone— 

a man or store, anybody or any- 
thing—can have is the GOODWILL 
of others. It is something as fragile 
as an orchid, and as beautiful. As 
precious as a gold nugget, and as 
hard to build. As wonderful as 
youth, and almost as hard to keep. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


W. H. Ames H. H. Wheeler, Jr. 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


Thirty-Nine Years 

H. B. Gore, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 

J. C. Miller, Lincoln. 

Thirty-Three Years 
Anna Aden, Wilber. 

Thirty-One Years 
Marie L. Stevens, Hastings. 

Thirty Years 

W. H. Ames, H. H. Wheeler, Jr., 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
C. A. Burge, Beatrice; Charlotta West- 
ley, Shelby. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
D. T. Travis, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Harriet E. Wynn, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Five Years 
R. C. Parsons, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Lizzie Cressman, Jansen. 
Twenty-[wo Years 
T. C. Cone, Military Service; A. M. 
Geist, Lincoln; Agnes Gustafson, Osceola; 
Golda Thompson, Tecumseh. 
Twenty-One Years 
J. H. Agee, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Aletha Davison, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Asa Waters, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
G. D. Brock, Wilber; J. H. Mankamyer, 
Sutton; Hattie Staley, Lincoln; Hattie M. 
Wilcox, Burchard. 
.Seventeen Years 
Lillian Baker, Berniece Smith, Lincoln: 
M. A. Birdsley, Auburn; Ardena M. Pear- 
son, John Spady, Hastings. 
Sixteen Years 
M. W. Franklin, Kathryn Rood, R. T. 
Roses, Lincoln; F. W. Morris, Military 
Service. 
Fifteen Years 
C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Lincoln. 


R. C. Parsons Aletha Davison 
Lincoln Lincoln 


25 Years 20 Years 


Fourteen Years 
Margaret Grubaugh, Beaver Crossing; 
Elizabeth Moredick, Fairbury; B. I. Noble, 
Military Service; Jacob Schneider, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
Mary Bornemeier, Louisville. 
Seven Years 
Grace Hewitt, Dunbar. 
Six Years 
Genevieve H. Johnson, Wahoo. 


Five Years 
Mildred Brobst, Benedict; Irene M. 
Combs, Betty R. Hager, Hastings; Eliza- 
beth Edwards, Plattsmouth. 


Here and There 

AMES D. CRABILL, former em- 
J ployee from Nebraska City and 
Lincoln is now a Major with a com- 
bat Training battalion at Ft. Francis 
E. Warren in Wyoming where his 
“extracurricular” activities as the 
regimental summary Court Officer 
have earned him the nickname of 
“Judge.” His wife and two daugh- 
ters recently joined him at his post. 

e ®@ 

Chas Meshier, Area Manager at 
Tecumseh, has been named to serve 
on a Committee for the assistance of 
returning veterans in solving their 
inevitable problems. 

e @ 

The Sutton News reports that a 
local farm woman recommends the 
telephone receiver as a good potato 
masher. Are your ears clean, Pa? 

e @ 

Bill Christensen, formerly of the 
Lincoln Business Office was recently 
made Lieutenant Commander in the 
Navy. He is stationed at Pensacola, 
Florida and flies a PBY Patrol Ship. 
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John Reed, Jr. C. E. Lawson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 


“Blessed Events” 


Douglas Mason 
Dorland arrived 
on December 7 
to grace the 
household of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. L. 
Dorland of 
Wahoo, where 
Mr. Dorland is 
area manager. 
The new boy 
was a real little husky and tipped the 
scales at an even ten pounds. 


A nine pound baby boy, William 
E. Murphy, was born to Cpl. and 
Mrs. Lloyd A. Murphy at Water- 
town, South Dakota, on October 8. 
Lloyd hails from the Construction 
Department and when last heard 
from was with the Field Artillery in 
France. He has never seen his son. 


e ®@ 
Set. and Mrs. Alvin Eden are the 


parents of a six pound boy, Jack 
Alvin Eden, born December 30 at 
Bryan Memorial Hospital in Lincoln. 
Mrs. Eden is a traffic operator at 
Burr and her husband is with the 
First Army in Belgium. 


“Journey's End’ 
MRS. ROSA C. LAWSON, mother 


of Earl Lawson, switchman in the 
Main Office Switchroom, passed 
away December 8, at her home in 
Lincoln. Funeral services were held 
at Wadlow’s and burial at Wyuka 
cemetery. Mrs. Lawson was 88 
years old and had 15 children and 
123 grandchildren. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
Eastern District Office 


Maybe everything will calm down now 
that the Christmas rush is over... . Mr. 
Keckler took a vacation starting the 18th 
and came kack the 26th, saying the usual 
thing that ‘the ate too much”’. Won't people 
ever learn. 


Beaver Crossing 


Mrs. Allison spent her vacation in 
Seward, Lincoln and at home. ... We had 
our Christmas party December 23. 


David City 


A lusty slap on the back and hearty 
“Congrats” are called for by three of the 
gals from that ever changing Traffic 
Dept. . . . Helen Havlena’s “fellow on a 
furlough” planted that rock on the third 
finger, left hand. G. I. Joe in this case, 
is an army gunner. No date has been set 
for the wedding, to our knowledge. He 
didn’t want to go back when that furlough 
was over so he wired his commanding 
officer that he wanted an extension ’cause 
it was so nice here. The commanding of- 
ficer, being an obliging fellow, wired him 
to “come on back” ’cause it was so nice 
back there too. Much to Helen’s sorrow, 
he’s gone now and she’s catching up on 
her forty winks every night. . . . Henri- 
etta Smith has set the date for February 
5 to take that long and fatal march down 
the aisle. She’s resigning the 15th of 
January to get ready for the big event. 
The lucky guy is Curtis Nash, Merchant 
Mariner. . . . Beth Dollison has resigned 
herself to the inevitable and has finally 
said “yes” to that all important question 
of “When?” She has chosen the 21st of 
January when she will say “I dood it. 
She’s not leaving us but will continue 
working after the knot is tied. .. . Santa 
Claus was good to the girls this year. Out- 
side of the many wonderful gifts and 
stuff we received from our patrons, Mr. 
MecKinzie gave us a beautiful picture for 
the operator’s lounge. Thanks a million, 
Mac. It’s really a beauty. ...A few minor 
changes have also been made in the dif- 
ferent departments. The Traffic Depart- 
ment operating room has been given a 


Geraldine McDonald, assistant chief op- 
erator at Ashland, on duty at the switch- 
board. 


new coat of blue and the operator’s rest 
room has been given a new coat of rose. 
So naturally, we were all slicked out in 
our new colors for the holiday season... 

Many of the girls who were lucky enough 
and didn’t have to work on Christmas 
day went home for that scrumptions 
family dinner. Mrs. Adkins spent the 
weekend in Wahoo with her parents. 
Leola Heins spent “The Day” in Ulysses. 
They came back completely stuffed and 
hoping for another holiday soon. . 
“There’s no place like Home,” seems to 
be the motto of Irene Humlicek. She’s 
transferred from the Lincoln Traffic De- 
partment to our own fair city. How does 
it appeal to you by now, Irene? Can you 
keep out of mischief easier? One never 
knows, does one? . Another vacation 


s{traggler comes in. Virginia Tenny is a late. 


vacationer this year. She plans to remain 
home with Glen. ... The Traffic Depart- 
ment had its annual shindig over at the 
Hotel Rose Room. A wonderful dinner 
topped the evening. After an exchange of 
gitts, games were played. One lucky pluto- 
crat was blessed with six packages of 
cigarettes as her gift. She doesn’t know 
who gave them to her. If I knew, I believe 
I'd strike up a pretty close friendship. 
Those things are about as hard to get as 
the proverbial needle in the haystack. 
You just gotta know the right people. ... 
The Plant Department had its annual duck, 
goose, Sauerkraut, dumplings, mashed po- 
tatoes, cranberry salad, apple and pump- 
kin pie, and coffee dinner. Other than a 
few unusual interruptions, a wonderful 
time was spent. Bruno sure can serve the 
food is the comment of any newcomer to 
the occasion and from the sound of that 
menu, they can come and cook for us any 
ol’ day. 


Nebraska City 


It seems that Old Man Winter has finally 
caught up with us down this way. Josie 
Shoemaker told us the sidewalks were 
pretty slick and that she got quite a bang 
out of one the other day. Cold weather 
doesn't seem to interfere with these gals 
going to Omaha to shop. Among whom are 
Elaine Hoffman and Mary McKenzie. 
B-r-r-r, what some people go through to 
spend money. ... Maxine Meyers tells us 
she had an unexpected visitor from the 
Navy. She isn’t telling his name or even 
his address. You’re among friends you 
know, Maxine, or are you? 


Plattsmouth 


Miss Pearl Sutton is in an Omaha hos- 
pital recovering from an appendectomy. 
Mrs. Wynn and Miss Coolman went up to 
see her and report she is getting along 
fine. ... Mr. and Mrs. Eckles and family 
spent Christmas in Kansas and Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Abrams were in Dorchester for 
the Holiday. There wasn’t much 
activity during Christmas this year and 
all in all it was a very quiet day. 


Seward 


ATTENTION: Lost, our news reporter, 
when last seen she was wandering around 
the Plant Department looking for tulip 
salve for her chapped lips. (Won’t her face 
be red when she finds out it doesn’t come 
in jars.) ...So you think we can't get 
together, huh? Well, we did. With the 
Christmas spirit back of us all the guys 
and gals, (Telephone Employees) gathered 
at the telephone office Dec. 20 at 5:00 p. m. 
for a Christmas party and exchange. 
Everybody came with loaded arms of food 
and gifts. Tables were arranged in the 
lobby surrounded with Christmas decor- 
ations. Food consisted of—well, instead of 
going into detail we'll just say “The table 
was loaded down and when we finished 
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eating we felt like stuffed Toads.” Next 
came Santa and who could portray him 
better than ‘‘Papa’’ Haberman. Old Santa 
gathered the presents from under the tree 
and started to read off the names. Much 
to our amazement we suddenly discovered 
our San‘a Claus stuitered, the cause being 
that he couldn’t use his bifocals under his 
mask. With the aid of his helpers, how- 
ever, he finally got the gifts distrib'ited. Al 
“Tarzan” Ager really got a pair of fancy 
{r----’s trimmed in lace and ribbon from 
Santa. Helen Greiner isn’t saying what she 
got, but Old Santa sure knows how to pick 
things. The remainder of the evening was 
devoted to playing ‘‘Pit’’. All departed with 
a smile, saying it was the best party we 
ever had and wishing each and everyone 
a Merry Christmas. Here’s a joke on one 
operator. Going home from the party the 
operators got a ride with ‘“‘Tarzan.’’ Taking 
one certain operator home first and about 
ready to dispose of the next one, We dis- 
covered an overshoe idle on the floor. 
Upon discovering who’s it was the opera- 
tor made the following remark. “You 
know when I got out of the car my foot 
felt so cold and when I found out my over- 
shoe was gone I yelled out but ‘you no 
could hear.’’’ How about that “Merzie’’? 
; Martha Merz spent Thanksgiving 
week-end at Crawford visiting with Cpl. 
and Mrs. Machmueller and Billie. 
Evelyn Waite of Lincoln office spent a day 
in Seward recently. . . . Mr. Haberman 
went pheasant hunting the 27th and says 
they got their limit. How about coming up 
for a pheasant dinner sometime, you bring 
the pheasant? 


Syracuse 


The telephone office was the scene of a 
gay Christmas party. We popped corn, 
played cards, exchanged gifts, and served 
cake, ice cream and popcorn balls. 

Mrs. Andrews gave us each some gum that 
most of us hadn’t seen for a long time. 

.. Mr. Ernst was best man at his niece’s 
wedding at Columbus... . Visitors at our 
office were Mr. Donley, General Traffic 
Superintendent, and Mr. McKinzie, Dis- 
trict Manager. 


Wahoo 


Genevieve Johnson, Cashier at Wahoo, 
is taking her vacation the week of De- 
‘eember 18, part of the time being spent 
at Omaha shopping and visiting with rela- 
tives. . . . Emily Hanus of the Traffic 
Department started her vacation December 
18 and is at her home at Bellwood... . 
Elaine Patzloff, Traffic Department, has 
just returned from her two weeks vaca- 
tion which she spent at her home. (In- 
cidentally—her boy friend was home from 
camp.) ... The annual Christmas party 
was held December 14, at the City Cafe 
lunch room by the women of the Wahoo 
office. Dinner was served at 7:30, followed 
by Bingo, exchange of gifts and singing 
until a late hour. The occasion was voted 
as a very nice party. In our last 
“News” we neglected to report that Mae 
Beaty had been in the hospital for an 
operation, from which she returned to 
work Monday, December 18. She was gone 
about six weeks and we are glad to have 
her back with still some of the same vim 
and vigor. . . . Now for the big news!!!!! 
The new baby is Douglas Mason Dorland. 
He arrived on December 7 about 11 o’clock 
P. M., and weighed 10 pounds. Of course 
Mr. Dorland thinks he is the grandest baby 
ever and exceptionally smart for a boy 
his age. We wouldn't be surprised if he 
started to talk any day. And, by the way, 
we hear Ed has ordered a hook for him, 
so he will probably start to work as a 
combination man soon. Anyway, congratu- 
lations to the Dorlands. 


Lincoln Departments 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


We didn’t realize that our Chief Clerk, 
Bob Clifford, was so beautiful until he re- 
cently made the mistake of posing for our 
company photographer, Mr. Joe Hartley. 
The proof he received was complete with 
painted cheeks, rouged lips and ear rings 
which he swears weren’t there when the 
camera snapped. We have hung it in the 
spot where it would be most likely to be 
seen, directly under the clock, and invite 
you to “come down and see us sometime.” 
: The girls of the warehouse had a 
Christmas party, Tuesday noon, the 12th, 
with roast chicken and all the trimmings. 
We understand the aromas that floated 
down the halls were none too easy on the 
men’s constitutions. . . . Clyde Boyles paid 
us a short visit the other afternoon. He 
seems to be on the road to recovery and 
we'll be happy to welcome him back to 
the office. . . . Uncle Sam calls again, this 
time taking Lorin E. Lyons, a lineman on 
John Hobson’s gang... . Late vacationers 
this month are C. G. Riedel and C. G. 
Hedstrom. Some folks do their Christmas 
shopping early! ... The Sunday Journal 
and Star recently carried a picture of 
Captain Sterling Dobbs, receiving the 
D.F.C. He is the son of Joy Dobbs, Con- 
struction Inspector. Incidentally, we heard 
a good one on Joy and his super salesman- 
ship. He was called out to a nearby town 
to make an estimate on the installation 
of phones in a nurses’ home in connection 
with a new hospital which was under 
construction. Upon learning that only one 
phone was to be installed in the home, he 
immediately sought to point out the diffi- 
culty that would arise .with all the nurses 
wishing to talk to their boy friends at the 
same time. Finally, he realized that all his 
arguments were to no avail and went 
away very disturbed with all forty or fifty 
nurses and their boy friends trying to use 
one phone. Upon returning to the office 
he learned to his chagrin that the hospital 
was a Catholic hospital and the nurses 
were to be nuns. Joy’s face is still red... . 
And by way of grapevine we understand 
that George Hansen has a peculiar liking 
for bubble bath, particularly the variety 
that doesn’t bubble. . . . And now to get 
down to the more serious side of life. The 
whereabouts of the crews is much the 
same as last month. We find Harry Moss 
and his gang still on the Tecumseh-Auburn 
Toll lines. ... George Hansen and “Swede” 
Foster are busy getting the Lincoln Farm 
Lines in shape... . “‘Brick’’ Smith is work- 
ing on the Ashland job and John Hobson is 
taking care of Lincoln routine repairs. . .. 
Earl Eichenour and crew are working on 


the Exeter town plant repairs. . . . “Babe” 
Combs’ gang is again busy with work on 
the Harvard-Superior toll lead... . Maybe 


it’s just the holiday spilrit, but John Hob- 
son with his ample figure would make an 
ideal Santa. . ... Bye now! 


General Offices 


Two marriages headline the news from 
the General Offices this month. Mina V. 
Schmidt, general plant secretary, was 
united to Allen F. Jorgensen of Lincoln 
on December 18; and Ramona Francis, 
general commercial stenographer, was 
married to Lt. William F. Wendland of 
Lincoln on January 1. Mrs. Jorgensen will 
continue her secretarial duties in the gen- 
eral plant office and Mrs. Wendland re- 
signed on December 22 in order to ac- 
company her husband to Big Spring, Texas, 
where he is an instructor with the Army 
Air Forces. Mr. Jorgensen is a senior bank 
examiner with the State Banking Depart- 
ment. We extend best wishes and con- 
gratulations to both couples. ... Under the 
strong arm supervision of Lyman ‘‘Where's 
Them Janitors’’ Neff, the general commer- 
cial offices are undergoing a face lifting 


treatment in the form 
of a brand new paint 
job with walls of pas- 
tel green and ceilings 
of white. The face 
lifting process made 
things look so much 
better around here 
that Mr. Neff is con- 
sidering trying out 
his technique - on 
Hartley, which many 
agree would be a step 
in the right direction. 
: . Year end vaca- 
tions included those 
of Merle M. Hale, 
who spent a week at 
home; and H. W. 
Potter, who _ jour- 
neyed south to Nor- 
man, Oklahoma and 
Galveston, Texas, to 
visit his two sons 
over the holidays. 


Local Commercial 


Betty Roeder, 
Associate Editor 


Another Christmas 

has rolled by leaving 

us all “feeling one year older with old 
“father time’? now strutting around with 
’45 on his back. ... We, the L. Coml., must 
have been pretty good this year because 
Santa really left us all with lots of nice 
gifts. (Some poor soul may still be owing 
the stores though). . Virginia Allard 
is still in the clouds since her gift came 
through. It was a long distance call from 
her husband, who is stationed in Hawaii. 
. . . Lee Sechlentz had quite the Xmas in 
David City. He hung his stocking only to 
find a hole in the toe and a pair of fluffy 
green bathroom curtains tucked in. Mary 
Ann Hedstrom received dishes for her hope 
chest and we’re wondering if Lee is start- 
ing his hope chest. ... Ruth Clark received 
many nice things hut the day after Christ- 
mas she was doing a lot of exchanging 
at the stores. Of course she could have 
been trying to check on the prices of each 
gift... . George Walroth was gifted with a 
new pair of socks, size 1215 which he 
claims are much too large, but which we 
doubt. ... Mr. Waters was on his vacation 
during the Xmas rush but managed to 
take time out to bowl with the L. Coml. 
on Wednesday nights. ... Viola Graham 
went to Kansas to spend Xmas with her 
folks and Gertrude Merriman spent Xmas 
with her folks in Elmwood. ... Verna 
Alexander and Jean Beck both went to 
Seward for the holiday while Evelyn 
Pruss journeyed to Omaha. ... M. Fore- 
man enjoyed a big celebration at her home 
in Walton. . . . On December 20th Marie 
Stockton held a party at her home for 
the girls in our office and Ruth Clark and 
Virginia Allard were in charge of the en- 
tertainment. Some entertainment! We all 
had to sit on the floor in two circles and 
play cards. However, a swell time was had 
by all and the refreshments were wonder- 
ful. . . . Never ask Jean Beck how cold 
it is because she is likely to quote any 
freezing degree. The other morning she 
was putting on her heaviest apparel be- 
cause an announcer on the radio said it 
was -20°F. Becky had all the girls at the 
house where she lives believing such a 
reading when the announcer again an- 
nounced, “Winnipeg, Canada, is now sign- 
ing off”. This is Nebraska though where 
anything happens. ... John Edwards re- 
signed this month and has gone to Cali- 
fornia. ... Our feature story for the month 
is a tale we heard about Lee Schlentz, 
who had to clean his apartment for the 
Xmas holiday. He did a wonderful job of 
cleaning, standing up, until it came time 
to clean the bathroom. It seems the bath- 
room is quite small and with much figur- 
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Just an innocent lamb tossed into a den of wolves, or so the boys 

thought when Vern Campbell, area manager at David City, 

dropped in for a noon session of the Lincoln heart game. How- 

ever, by completely ignoring the unsolicited advice from the 

superabundant kibitzers, Vern managed to more than hold his 

own. The lookers on, left to right, K. B. Cary, John Backstrom, 
Tom Risser, Jack Cox, Ernie Royce and George Mann. 


ing and measuring, Lee decided that the 
only way to clean under the tub was to 
get down on his stomach. Just try to im- 
agine the sight as he scrubbed away. His 
long legs and feet were in the kitchen 
while his head, arms, and stomach were in 
the bathroom. He started rocking back 
and forth so much on his stomach that he 
soon became seasick. So friends, if you, 
too, need your bathroom cleaned just call 
on our ‘‘Master Scrubber-upper” Schlentz. 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Get out the old red flannels and all the 
extra blankets because “‘Ole Man Winter’”’ 
has just begun to blow around the cor- 
ners. ... No frozen ears or broken bones 
were reported after the heavy snow, but 
“Herb” Jenkins didn’t get to work for 
several days so maybe he did get caught 
in a snow drift. ... All the “kids” are 
good around Christmas time and even Ed 
Dulin wants to kiss and make up, but that 
isn’t his New Year’s resolution. ... Cracked 
ribs should be nothing unusual, the way 
some of those “Vitamin” eaters pushed 
and shoved down town. But something 
unusual did happen to Dell Gilmore. Dell 
was merrily cutting kindling with a 
hatchet and not watching what he was 
doing when down went the hatchet, up 
went Dell—good thing the hatchet wasn’t 
very sharp or Dell would have lost a left 
thumb. ... Why do people always pick on 
little guys like Harry White? To get to the 
bottom of the whole thing, one Thursday 
evening Harry was driving down “O” 
Street and upon reaching 19th, he noticed 
a big Cadillac pull away from the curb. 
Without hesitating, Harry drove into the 
vacant parking space. Somewhere around 
midnight, Harry returned to his car and 
found a ticket tucked under the wind- 
shield wiper, he had parked on a red line. 
We'll come and see you in jail, Harry... . 
Anyone with broken bones can report to 
the switchroom for a super job of wrap- 
ping up. The switchmen have been re- 
viewing the different types of bandages 
in the Safety Meetings. It was quite a 
sight to see George Arnold with his jaw 
in a “sling’’ and Howard Smith with a 
tourniquet around his neck (no kidding). 
_,. Two new employees in our department 
are Mrs. Laura Regler, who will work on 
the service board; and Wm. Schuman, in 
Mr. Neff’s department. There were 
still a few vacations taken last month. 
Frances Hanson spent the last week of her 
vacation visiting with relatives in Spencer. 

_ S. J. Dennis spent his two weeks of 


vacation working around the house. . 

L. G. Saunders reports he had a wonderful 
vacation—just work, work, work. It seems 
as though he purchased a home and had 
to do a little remodeling and painting 
before moving into it. He says it really 
seems good to be back here on the job and 
rest up. His hands were so sore he couldn’t 
work for three or four days after being 
back. .. . Two can live just as cheaply as 
one (so it is said) but Vern Hutchison 
wanted proof so Vern and Miss LaVerne 
Mrkvicka skipped off to Marysville, 
Kansas, and got hitched December 16. We 
wish them the best of luck and may they 
live happily ever after. ... Its “Grandpa”’ 
George Arnold now. Young John Wells 
Arnold made his appearance in the Sgt. 
Harold Arnold’s family December 21. No 
doubt grandpa and grandson wll be seen 
“‘snookering” together in the club room as 
soon as the weather warms up for grandpa. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


During the month of December there are 
still a few vacationers. ... Anne Pavel of 
the Supply Department vacationed from 
Dec. 13 to Dec. 22. visiting her parents in 
Staplehurst. . Russel Rauch took the 
last half of his vacation Dec. 18 to Dec. 22. 

. . Ralph Culver of the shop vacationed 
between Christmas and New Year's. ... 
The Warehouse was again honored to 
have two service men as visitors during 
the month of December. . Air Cadet 
Allan Behm, formerly of the shop, was 
home on furlough. . . . Dick Grant, also 
formerly of the shop, now in the Navy 
with a hospital unit in Washington, D. C. 
oe Darleen Healey took a trip by bus to 
Salina, Kansas, Thanksgiving week end 
to visit a friend... . The girls in the Con- 
struction Department and Supply Depart- 
ment had a Christmas party, during the 
noon hour on December 12th, at the ware- 
house. Chicken was served with all the 
trimmings, later gifts were exchanged. 
...A. Cox and Ted Nyden worked during 
the week of 12/18 replacing ceiling inside 
of the office at Clay Center. ...R. H. 
Stebbings, Building Inspector, left Dec. 31 
for Jersey City, New Jersey, where he has 
accepted a position with the Westing- 
house Electric Company. We’ll all miss 
Steb and wish him lots of luck. 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


The last few days of any year is a very 
poor time for an excess amount of literary 
effort but we will do our best. ... The 
excitement of the holiday season combined 
with the long hours of work has almost 
completely overshadowed any other events 
of interest. . However, our vacations 
are over for the year. Marion Niemann, 
evening chief operator, spent her time at 
Celina, Ohio, getting acquainted with a 
new nephew. . .. Mabel Volpp, desk op- 
erator, spent 
Thanksgiving at 
Scribner and_ the 
remainder of her 
vacation in Lincoln. 
.. . Colette Jokerst, 
toll instructress, 
visited at Casper, 
Wyoming, and at 
her home in York. 
: . Lillian Baker, 
toll operator, spent 
her time at home. 
‘ Mamie Hoka, 
desk operator, spent 
a week-end visiting 
in McCook, the de- 


tails are being kept 


Miss Lillian Bader, 

our friendly and ef. 

eficient chief oper- 

ator at Nebraska 
City. 


wee 


a military secret. ... That’s all for now, 
except for a heartfelt prayer that the 
new year will bring peace and happiness 
to the entire world and all our loved ones 
back home again. 


Southern District 


Harlan Gillespie, Pinch Hitting for 
Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


Auburn 


Thelma Jones of the traffic department 
is wearing a big sparkler on the third 
finger of the left hand. Congratulations, 
Thelma. ...Oakel Butler is spending her 
vacation at home with her family. : 
Sterling Nelson spent part of his vacation 
in Omaha visiting his mother who is in the 
hospital due to an operation. 


Beatrice 


With much tripping over paint buckets, 
walking under ladders and making trips to 
the basement which caused considerable 
comment, we now boast a nice job of re- 
decorating. . . . We are glad to welcome 
Mrs. Josephine Zamora, Mrs. Ruth Wo- 
mack, Mrs. Hermine Clark and Ileta Mum- 
ford to the fold.of plug pushers. Oh, yes, 
Mrs. Ellen Wrightsman is back with us 
again. It’s good to have you back, Ellen. 
... Traveling to the Bruning Air Base in 
sub-zero weather to hear the Coca-Cola 
program which was broadcast from there 
and to dance to the music of Ted Fio Rito 
and his band were Gertrude Amis, Norma 
Gillham, Marcella Morris, Norma Tachov- 
sky, Elaine Shalla and Wilma Grupe, all 
members of the BOB’s a local organiza- 
tion which, for your information, does not 
mean “Beatrice Out of Bounds.” . .. Comes 
winter, comes snow and with snow comes 
slippery sidewalks and with all this comes 
good spills and Lucile Murray looked a bit 
like she was sliding in to home plate. 
We’re glad to report that aside from an 
embarrassing moment Lucile suffered no ill 
effects. We are told that Norma Tachovsky 
met a snow ball smack in the face that 
same day. Interesting things never 
cease to happen. A few nights ago Marcella 
Morris was very much surprised about 8 
P. M. when two G I’s walked into the 
operating room and were a bit annoying. 
All we can say is if you should need a 
good bouncer we'll Joan you Marcella for a 
little while cause that’s all it took in this 
instance. You know the saying “little but 
mighty.” . . . Miss Ruth Morris spent the 
Christmas holidays with relatives in Bed- 
ford, Indiana, and Mrs. Elsie Cooper is va- 
cationing at home... . Thanks to a grand 
entertainment committee our Christmas 
party, which was held in the basement, 
was a decided success, with a big tree, lots 
of gifts and good food. ...R. A. Baker, 
a new Beatrice Plant employee, has re- 
turned to work after being confined to his 
home several days with an attack of the 
“flu’’. Leland Hodge spent his two weeks 
vacation just laying around home. 


Burchard 


Mr. and Mrs. William Herron celebrated 
their 55th wedding Anniversary November 
27th, by having a few friends in for a 
6:30 dinner. 

Clatonia 


Mathilda Alpers, Chief Operator, re- 
turned to work December lst after being 
confined to her home for several weeks 
because of illness. 


Cook 


Ida Townsend returned to work Decem- 
ber 7th after three months absence due to 
illness. She spent most of the time at 
her daughter’s home in Peru... . Laverne 
Beasterfeld started her vacation December 
16th. She visited the Tecumseh Com- 
mercial and Traffic offices on December 
20th. 


Crab Orchard 


Lt. John J. Jones was home for a few 
days visiting his mother, Mrs. Helen Jones 
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Mrs. Cecile Ander- CEPTS 
son, a grand person 
and practically in- 
dispensable in. Lin- 
coln Business Office 
functioning, es pe- 
cially at directory 
closing time. 


; . Jessie Bryson 
spent December 
13th in Beatrice.... 
Lillian Campbell 
was in Lincoln, De- 
cember 13th and 
18th. 


Dawson 


Esther West was a visitor in the Hum- 
boldt office December 15th. 


Fairbury 


Pearl Bishop, Chief Operator at Fair- 
bury, gave a voice recital December 6, at 
the Methodist church. . . . Shirley Brad- 
shaw of the Traffic Department became 
the bride of Sgt. Clyde L. Hudson of 
Mobile, Alabama, on December 8th at 
Belleville, Kansas. ... A Christmas party 
was held at the Fairbury Exchange, 
Thursday, December 21, at 8 o’clock. Those 
present were telephone employees and 
their wives, making a total of 25. Gifts 
were exchanged and presented by Jack 
Caley, dressed as Santa Claus. (As you 
all know he has just the shape for that 
job.) Mary Jackson, Beryl Leslie, Man- 
dane Reid, and Arleen Cline made up the 
party committee. A good time was had by 
all—some enjoyed dancing while others 
participated in various games. 


Humboldt 


The Humboldt employees enjoyed an 
old time Christmas party December 19th. 
They had everything from candies to 
sandwiches even Santa Claus (Geo. Damon) 
presented the gifts from under the beauti- 
fully lighted Christmas tree. ... Mary 
Meister was a visitor in Falls City on 
December llth. . .. Mr. Flowerday and 
family were week-end visitors in Seward. 

. . Viola Clough was a week-end visitor 
in Tecumseh. Mariella Williamson, 
the youngest member of our operating 
staff, has been chosen as a cheer-leader 
for the High School Pep Squad. 


Friend 


Our Christmas party was held Monday 
evening, December 18th, we enjoyed a 
covered dish supper, and the usual ex- 
change of gifts. Mrs. Helen Massie was 
our guest of honor. 


Steinauer 


Gladys Neugebauer was in Pawnee City 
and Beatrice this month. . .. Bridget 
Divis returned to work December 16th 
after a month’s absence. . .. Patty Schutz 
visited friends in Beatrice December 14th. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst is stll on the sick list... . 
Margratha Ottjes spent December 16th 
and 17th in Lincoln. 


Tecumseh 
Mary Lempka spent a day shopping in 
Omaha. ... Linda Bartels was on vacation 


this month. . . . Sgt. Don Halverstadt re- 
turned to camp after spending a two 
weeks’ furlough with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Irby Halverstadt. . Joan Koons 
had a birthday party December 17th... .- 
Linda Bartels and Vera Kerner were Im 
Omaha December 9th and 10th... . Hilda 
Ramsey attended her niece’s wedding in 
Lincoln December 16th. . . . Mr. Meshier 
was in Lincoln December 16th. . . . The 
Fowlers were in Lincoln and Weeping 
Water over the week-end of December 
16th and 17th. ... The Plant boys attended 
a pinochle party December 15th, given in 
honor of Elvin Wait’s birthday. . . . The 
Traffic girls had their Christmas party 
December 14th. 


Wilber 


Anna Aden, Chief Operator, returned to 
work December Ist after being confined 
to her home for three months because of 
illness. Her sister Amelia was acting C.O. 
during her absence. Misses Amelia and 
Anna Aden spent Christmas with their 
sister, Mrs. George Lloyd and family in 
Omaha. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Geneva 


LaVerne Langetieg’s brother-in-law, Lt. 
Merlin Langetieg, stationed at the Lincoln 


Air Base, visited her recently. ... Eileen 
Bailey has been on the sick list last week 
suffering from pneumonia. .. . Jean 


Eggert resigned November 30 and was 
married December 2. Best of luck, Jean. 

. Doris Brower and Helen Adermann 
spent December 12 and 15, respectively, in 
Lincoln doing their Christmas shopping. 
... Nadine is a new operator this month 
.. . The annual Christmas party was held 
at Winona Bobbitt’s December 13. Several 
lively games were played under the 
capable direction of Elsie Sole. After lunch 
was served, the gifts were opened and dis- 
played. 


Hastings 


Ralph Wait claims he is absent-minded 
but we have a sneaking idea that it’s old 
age creeping up on him. Ralph was so 
eager to walk home with a couple of 
Commercial girls that he left “Old Bessie’”’ 
sitting on the perilous downtown corner. I 
suppose he doesn’t know that we realize 
it was a good excuse for him to get out 
that night. What was the deal, Ralph?... 
With the picture of Claude Helm in last 
month’s “News” striking a familiar note, 
J. W. Dudgeon contributes the en- 
lightening bit of information that it hasn’t 
been many years since it was necessary 
to rescue this same person from the depths 
of the Masonic Temple in Hastings. More- 
over we understand that Claude has a hard 
time finding his way around on a golf 
course. (Note: We wonder how Jim knows 
so much about this. Could it be that he 
was right with him?) Jim wishes to warn 
you, Mr. Helm, to be careful when you go 
to Geneva and not get lost. ... Betty 
Hager, District Stenographer, spent her 
vacation in Loup City and Sutton. Al- 
though she reports the “pick-ups” were 
plentiful, she has returned to our fair 
village unharmed. Welcome back to our 
peaceful (???) little group. ... Mary 
Ann Swanson spent December 15 in Lin- 
coln. She was going to do her Christmas 
shopping but it turned out that she shop- 
ped for all the Commercial Dept. instead. 
... What “Hank” Wentink wants most for 
Christmas is a new little black book. Let 
that be a lesson to you, Hank. ... Kay 
Arnoid will be heading south soon after 
the first of the year, she hopes. Down old 


Texas way. ... “Jerry”? Sherman is keep- 
ing her fingers crossed as she is expecting 
Bill home soon... . Melva Wright and Sst. 


Anthony Rindone (husband to be) spent 
December 17 with friends in Sutton... . 
Marie Pearson is enjoying a visit from her 
brother who is home on a Christmas fur- 
lough. He has been stationed in the Mari- 
annas. .. . Jean (‘‘Do-Do”) Steffen, Helen 
(Paducah) Nowka and Minnie (the 
Moocher) Schlitt are enjoying their vaca- 
tions now. Their time, we understand, is 
being spent mostly at home just taking 
life easy. 


Hebron 


Our office has taken on the Christmas 
atmosphere as Mr. Jones has put up a 
tree with decorations. . . . On December 
22, the girls had a Christmas party and ex- 
changed gifts. .. . Mrs. Edythe Graul has 
resigned to take over the duties of a 
sheriff's wife and Violet Butts, who was 
married recently, has also resigned. . 


Betty Nacke made a shopping trip to 
Lincoln. The ride on the bus was quite 
something, eh what, Betty? . . . Delores 
Moell, you don’t expect us to believe that 
the meaning of your sparkler is orna- 
mental, do you? 


Osceola 
Ann Seymour was a visitor in the Osceola 
Area during December. ...C. J. Olson is 


now the proud owner of a toy Pekinese 


’ received from his son in Bremerton, 


Washington. No doubt our Area Manager’s 
evenings will be devoted to the study of 
the proper way to prepare dog biscuits. (If 
the meat shortage becomes more acute, it 
may be a handy thing to know.) 


Polk 


Clara Anderson spent the week-end of 
December 9 in Lincoln doing her Christ- 
mas shopping, while Ramona Nelson did 
her last minute buying in Grand Island 
December 15... . The employees enjoyed 
a Christmas party in the telephone building 
December 13. Gifts were exchanged, fol- 
lowed by a lunch. 


Shickley 


Surprise! We have some news from 
Shickely this month, and what news! Helen 
Hoag, relief operator, was married De- 
cember 10, soon followed by Mrs. Margaret 
Morgan, Chief Operator-Cashier, who was 
married December 16. Best wishes to you 
both. 


Stromsburg 


The operators here were recipients of in- 
dividual bouquets of “Mums” and oak 
leaves at Thanksgiving time, compliments 
of the Edwin L. Anderson firm. ... We 
wish to welcome Dorothy Farris, our new 
student operator, who began her training 
December 16. 


Superior 


For the twenty-fifth consecutive year, 
“Shrimp” Whitney and his gun have pro- 
vided wild goose for the Thanksgiving 
dinner. I’ll bet he knows right now what 
the Whitney’s will have on their table 


again next year. ... Lois McDowell has re- | 


turned from her vacation, a part of which 
time she spent in a hospital recovering 
from a tonsilectomy. ... Bonnie Britten- 
ham spent a recent week-end in Salina, 
Kansas. That certain soldier was there 
also. ... Fern Nelson and Mary Ann Hud- 
son spent a day in Hastings recently... . 
Frances Sarchet made a trip to Lincoln 
and Lois McDowell and 
Nadeen Messersmith were 
in Hastings seeing’ the 
sights. . . . Clarinda Lake’s 
sister from Denver visited 
in Superior a few days.... 
Wanda Thayer is resigning 
to move with her parents 
to Missouri. . . . Edith 
Jensen is a new employee 
in the Traffic Department 
and we're happy to have 
her with us. .. . Betty 
Jeppesen’s cousin from 
Western Nebraska was a 
guest in the Jeppesen home 
for a few days. 


Sutton 


Our incorrigible nimrod, 
Jack Mankamyer, the guy 
who is said to have knocked 
down two pheasants with 
one shot, now is making big 
claims about getting two 
ducks at once on his last 
hunting trip. Careful in- 
vestigation shows this to be 
absolutely true. However, 
the facts are that only one 
duck fell when he shot. The 
other ‘duck’? came along a 
little later when he went 
after the first one and the 
ice broke. Perry J. 
Caldwell underwent a major 
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operation at the Mary Lanning Hospital in 
Hastings recently. At the last report, he 
was recovering satisfactorily. ; 


York 


Christmas comes and Christmas goes. 
It seems like each year we spend more 
money for less presents. On top of that 
we're all getting older. (Boy, are we being 
morbid!) Remember when we used to go 
out on the farm at Christmas time and 
take a sled and slide down the draw or in 
the pasture. Well, it seems that Marie 
Welge didn’t need a sled or pasture. She 
used her own and picked a nice place in 
front of the public library. ... We have a 
seven foot tree in one corner and red and 
green ropes strung all over the place. Our 
Christmas party was held December 18. 
Of course, we drew names. We _ in- 
tended to use the aforementioned ropes if 
they refused to let us play “I doubt it.” 
There are two ways of playing it. One is 
with cards (Oh, you wicked girls), the 
other is played once a week, fifty-two 
times a year, when the new schedule is 
due. The operators say, “Do I have the 
same hours as I did last week?’ and the 
Supervisor says, “I doubt it.” ... We were 
dewn at the cafe the other noon trying 
to eat a thirty minute meal on a fifteen 
minute relief. ‘‘Cub’’ Culbertson was there. 
You should see him stuff away the food. 
by Christmas it may be a draw as to who 
plays Santa, Cub or Roy Rogers. We ruled 
out George Mehuron as we decided he 
couldn’t get down the chimney. ... Bob 
Tucker has been doing his sleeping at 
work lately. Could it be the neighbors in 
the next apartment are keeping him awake 
nights? Maybe I should mention that 
Dorothy Pickrel finally said ‘“Yes,’’ and 
they were married December 1. Best of 
luck kids. Velma Garlock is going 
to Dallas, S. D., on her vacation. Della 
Bredenkamp is going to the farm on hers. 
They both leave the 18th. . .. Arlene 
Anderson says She has five days and $25 to 
take her to Oklahoma City the 22nd... . 
What paratrooper is swash - buckling 
around this office in fourbuckles? He 
either wants to show them off or is con- 
cealing the fact that his ration stamps are 
gone. ... Why do people keep sending a 
certain person Missouri canaries? ‘ 
Maxine Meredith of the Commercial De- 
partment is spending her two weeks vaca- 
tion at home. 


“It's probably silly, but we'd like to have 
it installed in time for her first word. 
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OOK LADY, 1M LOST AND 
Lat IS COMING ON- COULD : 
You TELL ME HOW To GET 
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JACK MANKAMYER TOOK A CHANCE 
ON SOME THIN ICE - AND GOT 
“TWO DUCKS INSEAD OF THE ONE 
He WAS AT(EMPTING 10 RETRIEVE. , 


NORMA ROEDER LIVES ON A FARM NEAR BENNET 
AND ON fl RECENT VISIT HOME SHE ANSWERED 
A TIMID KNOCK AT THE DOOR. ON THE STOOP 
S100D A COLD AND WEARY ASA WATERS , 
COMPLETELY LOST, LATE. AND HUNGRY , 

HE WAS TRYING To FIND THE TOWN OF 
PANAMA, WHICH, BY THE WAY, HAS LONG BEEN 
AN EXCHANGE IN AREA MANAGER 
WATERS’ TERRITORY. 


WHO WAS VOTED ” THE PIN-UP BOY 
OF THE SEWARD AREA" AT THE 
ARH CHRISTMAS PARTY—AND 
WHO WAS EMBARRASSED To 
TEARS WHEN HE OPENED THE - 
RIZE WHICH ACCOMPANIED 
AWE AWARD. 


CLAYTON LIEBHART GOT A BAD START 
IN THE NEW YEAR- GOING HOME FROM 
WORK ON JANUARY 2ND (THE SLIPPERY 
DAY) HE GOT ON THE WRONG BUS 
AND HAD To WALK Two MILES 
AFTER DISCOVERING HIS MISTAKE , 
ON REACHING HOME HE GOT 
THE JOB OF CARRYING A PAN 
OF GARBAGE 10 THE 
bier a ine 
LY THE WRONG S 
INSTANT He SLIPPED 
ON THE ICY GROUND 
AND LANDED SMACK. 


AND FEELS HE IS DISGRACED FOR 
LIFE SINCE RECEIVING HIS FIRST 
SUMMONS--- FOR NOT HAVING 

HIS TAIL LIGHT BURNING. 


ON ONE OF OUR COLDEST DAYS, JOHN REED A SUTTON HOUSEWIFE 


WHS SEEN SAUNTERING DOWN He STREET obit i NER WOME Town a 
- SCOVERY He GARBAGE 
ML PENCE HTGE OH cet ~- THAT A TELEPHONE | PAIL / 


“fo EXPLAIN THAT MYSTERY— AND CREATED 
ANOTHER— BY SAYING HE “JUST HAD To 
RUN OVER TO-ThE BEAUTY SHOPPE /" 


RECEIWER MAKES AN 
IDEAL POTATO MASHER ! 


Is CHARLEY OLSON, 
OSCEOLA, 15 NOW 
HE PROUD 

OWNER OF 


LINCOLN 
TELEPHONE 
NEWs 


FEBRUARY 1945 


CHOW GANG, LETS Give 
THR-R-RREE CHEERS 
FOR THe HUMBOLDT { 

FIVE-AH ! 


L ’ ; Yl ; c 
NEBRASKA CITY BEATRICE 


YORK 


INCIDENTALLY THE RECENT ICE SHEET 
LEFT ITS TRAIL OF RUFFLED DIGNITIES 
THROUGHOUT THE TERRITORY... PICTURED 
ABOVE ARE THREE OF THE BETTER. 
CRASH LANDINGS. 
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RALPH WAIT WALKED OUT THE HASTINGS OFFICE 
DOOR- AND DOWN THE STREET WITH A CoUPLE 
OF COMMERCIAL DEPT. GALS, HE DIDN'T 
REALIZE, UNTIL HE GOT HOME, THAT HIS 
CAR WAS STILL PARKED AT THE CURB 
IN FRONT OF THE BUILDING. 


\MARIELLA WILLIAMSON, 
OF HUMBOLDT , HAS 
i, BEEN ELECTED CHEER 
), “> LEADER FoR THE 
HIGH SCHOOL TEAM 


These groups attended the parties at Nebraska City (left), and Beatrice (right). 


(Above) Merle Hale, association president, seems to have a stand 
in with the refreshments committee. Enjoying lunch with him are 
Ralph Baker and Charles Dickenman of Beatrice. 


NOTHER “first” was chalked up in the annals of the 
Pioneer Association with the innovation last month 
of the “traveling picture parties.” Five points, strategi- 
cally located from a standpoint of accessibility, were 


Additional Pictures Taken at the Pioneer Picture 
Parties Appear on Pages 12, 13, 14 and 15. 


selected and a committee from Lincoln traveled to these 
locations to stage the programs. 


Heretofore, all Pioneer gatherings have been held at 
Lincoln but the idea of regional meetings, long advocated 
by many members of the Association, notably Mr. H. W. 
Wheeler, was thought to be particularly appropriate this 
year. By this means the problem of war time transporta- 
tion was considerably mitigated and it is thought that 
many members attended who might otherwise have found 


it difficult to be on hand. 
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(Above) Solid testimony for the good work of the refreshments 

commitiee. Taken at the Lincoln party, left to right, Rose Riggs, 

Della Wilcox, Carrie Williamson Wiitzel, Grace Hauschild and 
Florence Tatman. 


(Right) Indulging in that second cup of coffee at York are, left to 

right, Lydia Kriegshauser, Laura Douty and Chris Haberman of 

Seward, Guy Seaton, entertainment commitiee chairman, Beata 
Merz of Seward and Hattie Marquardt of York 


The affairs, to which members of, or those entitled to 
membership in, the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the In- 
dependent Telephone Pioneer Association were invited 
were received with enthusiasm according to all reports 
and were attended by about 200. They were held during 
January at Nebraska City on the 15th, Beatrice on the 
16th, Hastings 
on the 18th, 
York on the 
22nd and Lin- 
coln on the 
23rd. 

To Guy Sea- 
ton’s entertain- 
ment committee 
goes much of 
the credit for 
the success of 
the meetings. 
This group 

Frank H. Woods, president of our Company. 


p lanned the in whose honor the chapter is named, chats 
program arid with Otto Nelsen of the Lincoln Accounting 
C Cc 


Depariment. 

the menus and 

assisted in the serving, with certain exceptions noted 
hereafter. Besides Mr. Seaton as Chairman the Committee 
consists of Kent Eno, Lillian Bader, George Walroth, A. 5. 
Keckler and Kathryn Rood. Also assisting in the territory 
in the matters of the preparation of coffee, securing of 
chairs and other important details were DeRoy Helfer at 
Nebraska City, Bob Schouborg at Beatrice, Max Walker 
at Hastings and George Mehuron at York. 


Picture Parties 


Mr. Seaton conducted the programs which consisted of 
the showing of four war films followed by lunch and a 
period for visiting and renewal of acquaintances. Pinochle 
and pitch games broke out in several points and in 
York a rank amateur magician was definitely “shown 
up” by the old master mystic, “Smick” Williams, who 


% 


entertained with card tricks and sleight of hand. 

The parties were planned as friendly get-to- 
gethers for those of us who have more or less grown up 
with the Company and who feel and value the bond be- 
tween fellow workers who have devoted their careers for a 
common cause and who speak the same language. Conse- 
quently, oratory as 
such was not in 
cluded on the pro- 
grams and only brief 
and informal mes- 
sages were extended. 


Mr. Hale, as presi- 
dent of the Associa- 
tion, spoke at the last 
four gatherings with 
Mr. Seaton pinch hit- Admiring each other’s hair cuts are 
‘ ; Clyde Boyles and Guy Seaton of Lin- 
ting at Nebraska City. coin. E. A. McKenna, also no problem 


n in a barber’s chair, gives advice to the 
Mr. Agee and Mr. Cameraman from the rear. 


fe 
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Frank Woods also ex- 

tended greetings at York and Lincoln respectively. The lat- 
ter, in jocular mood, lamented his inability to be present at 
more functions of the Association and expressed concern 


(Above) Lunch time at the York party. Standing, left to right, Roy 
Rogers, Bill Mouden and Dave Culbertson. Seated, Bob Tucker, Walt 
Coussins, A. B. Smith, W. F. Combs and Charles Olson. 


(Left) Snapped at the York party are, left to right, J. H. Agee, vice president 
and general manager, Wm. Minich, Wm. Conn, Walter Coussins and A. B. Smith. 


(Below) The gathering at Hastings. 


ba 
that unless he ““mended his ways” he might lose his status 
as a Pioneer. This, we assure him, would be an un- 
thinkable event. The Association is proud to bear the 
name of a true telephone pioneer whose distinguished 
career has been such a force in the progress and develop- 
ment of the Company and the telephone industry. 

A resume’ of the parties would indeed be incomplete 
without an acknowledgment of the efforts of Mrs. Guy 
Seaton, who as her husband readily admits, did practically 
all the work in preparing the all important item of food. 
The pressed chicken sandwiches were products of her 
hands and added 
much to the enjoy- 
ment of the events. 


The undisputed 
goat’ was J. Samuel 
Jackson who went to 
all the parties and 
voluntarily assisted 
with the pictures and 
dispensing of food 
only to discover aft- 
erward that his fel- 
low traveler, George 
Walroth, who im- 


arted large porti _ : a 
parted large portions Joe Hartley, association vice president 
of moral support and and Company artist, apparently is more 


; adept with the pen than with a cup of 
advice to Jackson but coffee. Minnie Schlitt and Jim 
ed iwetieall Dudgeon of Hastings don’t appear par- 

1 practically no ticularly sympathetic. 
manual labor, was in 
reality a member of the “eats” committee. Walroth said 
his food tasted better that way, however. 

Attending the outstate parties from Lincoln in addition 
to those mentioned were: Joe Hartley, vice president; 
Mina Jorgensen, secretary; O. L. Sturtevant, treasurer; 
and Grace Hauschild, Kent Eno, A. B. Gorman, L. G. 
Saunders, A. B. Smith, Art Keckler and Lula Kloepper. 


(Below) The attendance at the York and Lincoln parties. The York group is at the left. 
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The stars in the service flag have been 
increased by three during the month. First 
to leave was HERBERT E. GUDE, of the 
Nebraska City plant department. A re- 
turn card from Herb finds him rated as 
an apprentice seaman in company 2284 
at Great Lakes, Illinois. The Lincoln 
service department contributed two new 
WAVES to the honor roll when DORIS 
CRATSENBERG and ELEANOR JEN- 
SEN received their call. Doris and 
Eleanor left together and are receiving 
their preliminary training at the Women’s 
Reserve Naval Training School in the 
Bronx. 


Lt. DAN SMITH writes from England 
and recounts a pleasant journey across the 
Atlantic except that an individual whom 
he identifies only as “One Wire Hol- 
comb,” kept “getting in his hair.” 


It is now Lieutenant PAUL HENSON, 
the gold bars having been awarded on 
February 1. Paul entered the army in 
August, 1943, and has spent the interim 
in absorbing knowledge at various points 
in Florida, New York, Tennessee and 
Alabama. He is to be a single engine 
pilot. 


JOE GEIST, son of the bowler, Alex 
Geist, is now attending midshipman school 
at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. 
The past three months have been spent in 
pre-midshipman courses at Asbury Park, 
New Jersey. 


Home on furlough from Sheppard 
Field, Texas, Pvt. DARLYNE MUELLER 
confessed that the army has been treating 
her fine and that she thoroughly enjoys 
her work. She is now in training for the 
post of control tower operator. 


WALTER WILLCOXON, S_ 2/C, 
gives a brief account of his journey from 
New Guinea into the Philippines. “We 
had attacks one whole day,” his letter 


Eleanor Jensen and Doris Cratsenberg, of 

the Lincoln service depariment, who were 

called into service as WAVES in early 
January. 
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states, “there were 21 alerts and 9 torpedo 
plane attacks. We shot down two Jap 
planes and damaged one other. This was 
the only day we were attacked during the 
voyage, though we had a few more just 
as we were preparing to land. For some- 
time after landing it was peaceful here, but 
on Christmas day, at about 7:30 in the 
evening two Jap planes came over and we 
shot them down. At 11:30 that night one 
of our beach patrols shot a Jap pilot com- 
ing ashore. On the 26th we captured a 
Jap and I helped bring him in. Two days 
later one washed ashore on our beach and 
the next day we shot another. They are 
certainly ugly-looking, but are just kids.” 


We hadn't heard from Pfc. NORMAN 


ZIPP for some months until the arrival 
of a recent letter dated from New Guinea. 
“All of our mail has been pretty slow for 
the past few months due to the fact that 
larger operations are going on a little 
closer to Japan. Our outfit hasn’t been 
in the limelight for quite some time but, 
as you know, the army doesn’t like to have 
an infantry division sit around in one spot 
for very long, so we are taking all the 
breaks we can which, by the way, aren’t 
very many.’ Norm was a cable splicer’s 
helper in the construction department, en- 
tering service in February, 1943. 


While Pvt. BONNIE HARRINGTON, 
of the Hastings traffic department was sta- 
tioned at Wakeman General Hospital, in 
Indiana, she came into contact with many 
casualties from overseas and consequently 
into a fuller meaning of the grim and 
earthly side of the war. She wrote, in 
part: “Working with these boys makes one 
realize what they are really going through, 
and it is not a pleasant revelation. I sin- 
cerely hope that next year will find all of 
our boys back home with us.” 


Back at his home base, after a flight 
across central Africa to Cairo, Cpl. 


LLOYD CLEVELAND now feels that he 
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knows that continent as well as he knows 
his own back yard. Remembering that his 
wife used to do all the gardening, this is 
probably a statement of fact. The Cairo 
trip was digested with the usual Cleveland 
relish and included visits to all pyramids 
sphinxes and other points of interest, 
meanwhile finding time to transact his 
business. Although he doesn’t mention 
any experiences with the street merchants 
of the town, it comes to mind that the 
sight and sound of Cleveland haggling 
with an Arab salesman would be worth go- 
ing miles to see. 

ROBERT R. NELSON, S 1/C was 
home on leave after several months at sea. 
Bob was formerly a groundman in the 
construction department, leaving for the 
Navy in November, 1943. 


LT. LESLIE HANSEN has done it 
again. Flying with the famous “Thun- 
der Bums” fighter-bomber squadron he 
took part in an aerial encounter in which 
his group was outnumbered 2 to 1, and in 
which they destroyed thirteen FW 190’s 
and ME 109’s. Les himself came in for 
credit for one of the enemy aircraft de- 
stroyed. In a letter of December 30, he 
mentioned being “‘busy,” and at that time 
had a credit of 61 missions. 


Cpl. WILLIAM R. BEHRNS, of David 
City, returned to the home town, on leave, 
after 114 years overseas. The corporal is a 
brother of Marilynn Behrns, cashier, and 
was employed in the plant department at 
David City before his entry into the 
Marines in December, 1942. 


Marine Cpl. DON D. SMITH, one of 
our boys who unhesitatingly admits that 
he has “seen a lot,” is back on thirty 
day leave from the Pacific wars and was 
persuaded to tell of some of the high- 
lights of his combat experiences. The 


Cpl. Don D. Smith, construction depart- 

ment, brings back a story and pictures of 

some of the Pacific operations of the 

Marines. The official photographs repro- 

duced on the next page are typical of the 

hectic days of the invasion of Saipan, ac- 
cording to Don. 


A giant Japanese bomber falls prey to Yank anti-aircraft and 


Halsey’s fighters. 


gathering of the details took a bit of prod- 
ding on the part of his proud father, 
Howard Smith, of the Lincoln service 
department, for Don was not at all anxious 
to talk of the things he had seen and 
done. A three-star veteran and wearing 
the presidential citation ribbon, Don has 
been in the thick of some of the most 
famous and bloody battles of the marines. 
He is attached to a signal company with 
the job of laying wire for contact with 
the front lines which places his zone of 
operation under constant mortar and shell 
fire. It has also provided a fox-hole 
view of some of the battles that rank high 
in the list of brilliant achievements of the 
marine corps. 

Don left the states in October, 1942, 
landing in New Zealand, where his group 
was immediately subjected to a long and 
rugged course in jungle and beach ma- 
neuvers. When a letter came from Don, 
saying that he was sailing back toward the 
east, to be followed in a few days by the 
news of the invasion of Tarawa, there was 
little doubt as to his whereabouts. There 
followed anxious days of waiting until the 
word came that he had survived the ac- 


The men and equipment of the defending Jap garrison suffer the 


same fate in atempting to stem the American landings. 


tion, and Howard 
was able to breathe 
easier for several months while Don came 
over to Hawaii and again went through 
a series of maneuvers. 

The next point of action was at Saipan, 
which Don describes as “just one big 
chunk of rock,” and there were experi- 
ences ‘aplenty as the American troops 
fought their way north through the 
treacherous peaks and crevices. At the 
island’s end, Don was a witness to the 
much publicized mass suicide of Jap 
soldiers and civilians, who had been so 
inoculated with Tokio propaganda that 
they thought any form of death was to be 
preferred over falling into the hands of 
the Americans. 

The invasion of Tinian was begun even 
before Saipan was completely overrun, 
and Don won his third star in this en- 
gagement. Though not so fully reported 
as Tarawa and Saipan, this battle was 
equally hard and bitter. It ended, as did 


the others, in the almost complete extermi- 
nation of the Jap defenders. In the 


Marianas, every effort was made to entice 
Jap stragglers to 
come out of their 


It was often necessary to use super-salesmanship to entice natives 
and civilians from their hiding places in the interior. 
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caves and surrender but in almost all in- 
stances the final word had to be spoken 
by the grenade or flame-thrower. 

Recent news from Major DON CUN- 
NINGHAM, of the second armored di- 
vision, is that his unit has been in the 
thick of the fighting to stop the German 
drive into Belgium, and as a result has 
been recommended for a presidential cita- 
tion, the first division, as such, to be so 
honorec 


Word comes from David City that Pfc. 
MOREANE ALLDRITT finally appeared 
con her belated furlough, after having it 
postponed while she staged a bout with 
some stray scarlet fever germs. Moreane, 
whocall is now almost a native of Alabama, 
was a bit harsh in her opinion of Ne- 
braska’s cold weather. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
W. L. Gear, Cpl. to Set. 
Wm. D. Quinn, Sgt. to $/Set. 
Virgil D. Warren, S 2/C to S$ 1/C. 
Norman R. Zipp, Pvt. to Pfe. 


Once again the flame thrower proved itself to be a most effective 
and feared weapon ‘in the hands of Marine chemical warfare 


af 5 Yee 


experts. 
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Hale Made Acting 
General Commercial 
Superintendent 


Merle M. Hale 


HE direction of the Commercial 

Department was placed in the 
hands of Merle M. Hale when he 
was appointed acting general com- 
mercial superintendent in an an- 
nouncement by J. H. Agee, vice 
president. and general manager, on 
January 6. Mr. Hale succeeds H. F. 
McCulla who had held the position 
of general commercial superintend- 
ent since February 1, 1934. 


Mr. Hale’s recognized executive 
ability and thorough knowledge of 
functions and responsibilities of the 
department coupled with twenty 
years of telephone experience make 
him a splendid choice for this impor- 
tant assignment. He is held in un1- 
versal high regard both in the tele- 
phone field and in community and 
business circles. 

His telephone career started in 
June, 1919 when he was employed as 
a groundman for a short time in the 
Construction Department terminat- 
ing this employment in order to en- 
ter the University of Nebraska where 
he received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1925 and where he was af- 
filiated with Sigma Nu fraternity. 

In January, 1925 he was employed 
as a clerk in the Lincoln business of- 
fice and four years later was pro- 
moted to the staff of the general 
commercial superintendent as direct- 
ory and methods supervisor. He was 
made commercial engineer in July, 
1935 and since that time has had a 
substantial responsibility in the ad- 
ministration of commercial activities. 

Mr. Hale has for many years de- 


voted much time and energy in em- 
ployee and civic affairs. He current- 
ly holds the positions of president of 


- the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 


Independent Pioneer Telephone As- 
sociation and vice president of the 
Telephone Employees Cooperative 
Credit Association. Active in Masonic 
work, he is a past master and trustee 
of Lancaster Lodge number 54, A. 
F. and A. M., trustee of the Masonic 
Home at Plattsmouth, chairman of 
the Masonic-Eastern Star Student 
Fund Committee, and past patron 
and trustee of Temple Chapter num- 
ber 271, O. E. S. He is a member 
of the Lincoln Chamber of Com- 
merce and Kiwanis. 


No Telephone 


Convention This Year 
i heres Nebraska telephone conven- 
tiori, formerly scheduled for April 
5 and 6 at Lincoln, was indefinitely 
postponed in accordance with a de- 
cision made by the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Nebraska Telephone As- 
sociation on January 18. This action 
was taken in respect to a request by 
the Office of War Mobilization for 
the curtailment of such gatherings 
during the war emergency. 
According to the secretary-treas- 


urer, Mr. George Kloidy, the Asso- © 


ciation’s membership at the close of 
1944 consisted of 105 telephone com- 
panies and 19 associate members 
representing a gain of five and one, 
respectively. The Association repre- 
sents 213,440 company owned sta- 
tions in Nebraska, a gain during the 
year of 10,563. 

Merle M. Hale, acting general 
commercial superintendent, was ap- 
pointed to fill the unexpired term of 
H. F. McCulla as a member of the 
board. 


Traffic Changes 

Mrs. Gladys U. Neugebauer was 
appointed chief operator-cashier at 
Crab Orchard filling the position 
created by the transfer to Lincoln as 
toll operator of Lillian B. Campbell. 


In a Boeing Flying Fortress there 
are 314 miles of copper wire for 
purely electrical purposes, 73 electric 
motors, 134 light bulbs, and 300 
radio tubes. 
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Tyler Ryan 
Back On the Job 


W* ARE happy to welcome Tyler 
W. Ryan back to the job after 
a brief but promising career in the 
army spent largely at Camp Crowd- 
er, Missouri in 
the repeater 
school of the 
Central Signal 
Corps. Tyler re- 
sumed employ: 
ment on January 
16 as district 
clerk at Beatrice 
thus becoming 
the second of 
our “Service 
Stars’ to return to the Company from 
military service. Humphrey Ash of 
the Lincoln Construction Depart- 
ment claims the distinction of being 
the first to return to L. T. and T. 
ranks. 


Tyler W. Ryan 


Mr. Ryan entered the army on 
May 26, 1944 and after a brief stay 
at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas was sent 
to Camp Crowder where he rounded 
out his military service. He entered 
the Company as a salesman in the 
Lincoln business office in 1934 and 
from there went to David City as a 
commercial clerk. He later received 
promotions to managerial positions in 
Seward, Milford and Humboldt and 
at the time he joined the army he 
was area manager at Wilber. 

Being taken ill several weeks ago 
in camp he was hospitalized there 
and later at a Lincoln hospital. Fol- 
lowing his recovery he spent some 
time recuperating at home in David 
City where his family is residing 
pending the availability of housing 
facilities in Beatrice. 


Marvin Behrends 


Wounded 


RS. Marcelene Behrends of the 
Auburn Traffic Department re- 
cently was notified by the War De- 
partment that her husband, -Pvt. 
Marvin Behrends, had been slightly 
wounded in action in Luxembourg on 
January 7. Pvt. Behrends is with the 
Third Army in the infantry and has 
been overseas since December, 1944. 


He had been at the front about 
three weeks when he was injured. 


Wayne Meshier 
Killed in Action 


HE tragic news of the death of 

his younger son, 2nd Lt. Wayne 
T. Meshier, was received on January 
22 by Charles B. Meshier, area man- 
ager at Tecumseh. Lt. Meshier was 
killed in action in 
France on Janu- 
ary 6 while serv- 
ing with an in- 
fantry division. 
His father had 
not been in- 
formed with 
what army or in 
what sector he 
was stationed or 
of any details concerning the action. 


Wayne entered the army in Sep- 
tember, 1942 after graduating from 
Tecumseh High School and attend- 
ing three years at the University of 
Nebraska where he was prominent 
in R.O.T.C. activities. He received 
his basic training at Fort Knox, Ken- 
tucky and was commissioned at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia following his grad- 
uation there from the Officers’ Can- 
didate School on July 4, 1944. He 
was married to Dorothy June Miller 
of Tecumseh on July 7 and embarked 
for the war theatre in November 
after a brief assignment at Ft. Leon- 


ard Wood, Missouri. 


Lt. Meshier was widely known and 
admired in his associations in Tecum- 
seh, at the University and elsewhere 
for his high character and ideals and 
for his affable personality. His abili- 
ties in swimming had gained him re- 
nown along with many trophies for 
successful competition in aquatic 
events in this section of the country. 


In addition to his wife and parents 
he is survived by an older brother, 
Lt. (j.g.) Charles W. Meshier, a 
graduate of Annapolis, who returned 
recently after assignment in the 
Pacific on an aircraft carrier and who 


is now stationed at Ottumwa, Iowa 
for flight training. 


We honor the memory of a brave 
soldier and fine gentleman who gave 
his life for the perpetuation of the 
precious heritages and ideals for 
which we all are struggling. Sincere 
sympathy is extended to his family 
and friends, 


Here and There 
(5. B. FOSCUE, vice president of 


the Automatic Electric Com- 
pany, and well known in telephone 
circles, resigned recently after thirty 
years of service, according to an 
article in Telephony. 


The Wall Street Journal rubs a 
little more salt into the wounds of 
the red faced directory department 
in Chicago with this note: “The 
Hlinois Bell Telephone Company is 
taking a lot of good-natured ribbing 
about an advertisement on the back 
cover of its new directory. It plays 
up the advantage of shopping by 
telephone—but the woman in the 
illustration is speaking into the re- 
ceiver while holding the mouth piece 
to her ear.” 


Claude Helm, area commercial 


manager at York, is very unhappy 
about a pen set recently delivered to 
him by Ralph Wait, Hastings district 
clerk. Helm had been begging for 
a set for some time but could get 
none in York so Wait obligingly 
picked one up for him in Hastings. 
When he delivered it, however, he 
had the base but forgot to bring 
along the pen. Possibly he thought 
Claude could do just as well by dip- 
ping the end of his finger in the ink 
well. And after having witnessed 
the famous Helm signature we’re in- 
clined to think maybe Wait has a 
good idea after all. 


Billy Lant of the Nebraska City 
commercial department loudly pro- 
claims that the fact that it was early 
morning of January first had noth- 
ing whatever to do with breaking ‘his 
glasses in a skid on a slippery walk. 


Employees’ Benefit Committee 
Makes Annual Report 


a he committee which administers the Plan for Employees’ Pensions, Dis- 
ability Benefits and Death Benefits has compiled a record of benefits paid 
during 1944 together with comparative statistics for the past three years. 


PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES’ PENSIONS, 
DISABILITY BENEFITS, AND DEATH BENEFITS 


Statistical Information Covering Years 1942, 1943, and 1944 


1942 1943 1944 
Total Number of Employees........................... 1,164 1,156 1,159 
IOy ot ACCIO CAE CASER ne Sea ee ad 3 14 14 
1st Fee oy ake (os ag cic ak Sr] 2) >< ee eee ee 62 88 93 
No. of accident cases per 100 emp............. 1.1 1.2 13 
No. of sickness cases per 100 emp............. 5.3 7.6 80 
No. of active employees died during yr..... 5 2 6 
No. of pensioners—12/31/44............-..----- 62 60 66 
Pensioners added during yeat.................--- 8* 3 10% 
Pensioners deceased during year................ l 5 4 
Wo: on disability pension.....25tissiccs 7 6 3 


BENEFITS PAID 


1942 1943 1944 
DEL VICe. PF CNSIONS aiioctartatcaveennes $30,220.00 $30,007.00 $29,476.34 
Disability Pensions ...2..22..--. 2,506.00 2,260.00 1,530.00 
Accident Benetits nivenirccinnes 4,070.00 4,541.00 5,810.18 
Sickness Benefits -...........0...-.-<... 9,370.00 16,612.00 17.334:56 
Death Bene Ite cauiccccereaieutites 7,344.00 4,255.00 12,971.20 
CONDITION OF PENSION FUND 

Invested in 244% Government Bonds.......................- $768,000.00 

Re hc a Nc en er cee pence ee ees 41,891.70 

Total Pension Fund December 31, 1944............ $809,891.70 


*Six Pensioners transferred back to active payroll during 1942. 
**C)ne Pensioner returned to pension payroll during 1944. 
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“BRING 'EM HOME" CAMPAIGN 
GOES OVER IN A BIG WAY 


By G. O. SEATON 


Chris Haberman Florence Tatman Kent Eno 


HEN the smoke from the “Battle of Bonds” during the 6th War Loan 

Drive cleared away and the final tabulation of bonds purchased by 
employees was completed, the figures disclosed that the employees had 
done a magnificent job. 


They not only made the quota set for them by the United States 
Treasury Department, which was a $100 bond for each employee, and 
called for an investment of $82,500.00 but exceeded it by investing $91.,- 
730.00, which exceeded the record made in any of our previous bond drives. 


In the area competition the folks in the Seward area, under the 
Captaincy of Chris Haberman, finished away out in front with 223% of 
their quota purchased, while Hebron area, under Captain George T. Jones, 
were second with 153% of their quota purchased. In the 4th War Loan 
Campaign the Seward folks finished in fourth place, in the 5th War Loan 
Campaign in third place, and in this campaign they refused to be denied 
first place. 


In the departmental campaign in Lincoln the Shop and Supply Depart- 
ment, under Co-captains Florence E. Tatman and Kent Eno, won with 203% 
of their quota purchased, and Outside Service, under Col. J. Pugsley and 
Captain Roy Brendle, were second with 180%. 


Other areas and departments making their quota were: 


AREA OR % OF QUOTA 
DEPARTMENT CAPTAIN PURCHASED 
Inside Service............ Alex Geist and Dorothy Miller..........00...... 160 
David City Area........ Wetn Ceti pies ja eet ioe enna die 142 
Sutton Area................ FPG PRIS nits a esteterecoea recent te cence oai rus 139 
Tecumseh Area......... 4 ah sl (gC ct |<) a eee a 136 
Engineering Dept...... Elsie Powell sicsiccscensce-- oreneencneeenanaecasensensnasann 132 
Osceola Area.............. Ceres CUS ise anpenslreger pe oivereideas 129 
Hastings Area............ John Spady and Irene Combs.................. 128 
General Traffic......... DRAM BUAMSKCAC sconces dave ciceencndsdieiewsidceyes 128 
3-4-6 Offices............... Ls amt aml 2 E6 9,20) cetera ners eer nee Ran er Ce 121 
Treasurer’s Dept ae 2 sel: SMT UCTUNOUROD Nis s sahcelencseeleacetgttiiaciae 111 
Construction Dept....R. AS ROMER ON agli d sepsis sitet OS cacnintinde fentien 105 


While the other areas and departments did not make their quotas, they 
did, almost without exception, try very hard to do so, and are to be con- 
| y 
gratulated on their effort. 


Altogether, it was one of our most successful War Bond Campaigns 
and should be evidence to our many fellow-workers who are in the armed 


service that we on the Home Front are BACK OF THEM ALL THE WAY. 
off 8 


First Sleet Storm 
Causes Little Damage 


HE first serious coating of wires 

due to sleet which fell on Febru- 
ary 2 and 3 caused relatively little 
damage in the way of pole and cir- 
cuit breaks although a number of cir- 
cuits were out for a short time, ac- 
cording to Charles Peachman, toll 
wire chief at Lincoln. Farm line 
trouble also was correspondingly 
light. 


Circuits to Hastings, Kansas City, 
Geneva and Salina, Kansas were in 
trouble but were rapidly restored. 
Line breaks were few, most of the 
difficulty being caused from wires 
swinging together and freezing, and 
restoration work was aided in cer- 
tain areas by the ice apparently 
“drying” and dropping from the 
wires of its own accord although the 
temperature remained below freez- 
ing. 


The storm provided an excellent 
opportunity for a “dress rehearsal” 
of a prearranged plan for restoral of 
service in connection with military 
and government circuits. Certain 
circuits were “patched” around the 
trouble areas and designated per- 
sonnel was dispatched to important 
areas for inspection and restoration. 
Everything worked like clock work 
according to those involved. 


s 


Telephone Dog House 


UNIQUE way a marine canine 

is helping the telephone industry 
was revealed in a recent press report 
from _ Santee, 
California. 
Tiger, an Eng- 
lish bulldog 
mascot of the 
marine para- 
troop training 
center at Camp 
Gillespie, has 
taken  posses- 
sion of the 
camp’s telephone booth and every 
time a marine wants to use the phone 
he must first remove the dog. Ac- 
cording to reports, unnecessary calls 
from this station have been reduced 
to a bare minimum. 


L. T. and T. 
“Good Samaritan” 

UR chief operator at Dawson, 

Miss Esther West, undertook the 
role of the Good Samaritan recently 
when two wanderinz boys entered 
the office to place some long distance 
calls. Neither had eaten all day and 
they were without money. Miss 
West obligingly prepared them 
a meal and located their relatives and 
later, after they had received funds 
in a wire from home, they returned 
to reimburse her. 


Telephone folks are prone to take 
such incidents more or less in stride 
in line with the tradition of the 
“Spirit of Service.” However, such 
an attitude of helpfulness “over and 
above the call of duty” means much 
to those benefited and receives its 
just reward in the satisfaction of 
their deep gratitude. Miss West is 
to be highly commended for her act 
of kindness. 


Stebbings Moves East 
HE many friends of R. H. 


“Muggs” Stebbings (even the 
“Heart” players) regretted to learn 
of his departure last month for points 
east in order to take up a career with 
the Westinghouse Electric Elevator 
Company in Jersey City, New Jersey. 
“Muggs” had created for himself a 
solid niche in our organization, hav- 
ing been with us since 1928 and since 
1936 having held the position of 
building inspector, and the step was 
taken only after the most careful 
consideration. However, he felt that 
the new position presented great op- 
portunities and that his decision rep- 
resented the wise course of action. 


We are without details of his ex- 
periences since arriving on the coast 
but hope to stir him into writing one 
of his rare letters in order to keep his 
friends informed of his progress. At 
any rate, we wish him the best of 
luck and success in his new venture. 


President Wilson inaugurated the 
first transcontinental telephone sys- 
tem 30 years ago by speaking directly 
from Washington to President Moore 
of the Panama-Pacific exposition in 
San Francisco. 


Credit Association Annual Report 


F. E. Behm M. M. Hale 


R. H. Spohn J. L. Lyne 


HE annual report of the Lincoln Telephone Employees Cooperative Credit 

Association reflects the splendid condition as well as the continued growth 
and progress of the organization. Organized in May, 1936, it now has become 
well established as a most helpful instrumentality in the financial planning of 
its 450 members... Savings during 1944 increased by $19,640.20 although the 
number and amount of loans slackened somewhat probably due to the scarcity 
of available items for purchase. A total of 4,346 loans to members were made 
from May, 1936 to January, 1945, inclusively. 

The Board of Directors, elected by the stockholders in their annual meet- 
ing on January 13, in turn re-elected the 1944 officers for another term. 
They are F. E. Behm, president; Merle M. Hale, vice-president; R. H. Spohn, 
secretary; and J. L. Lyne, treasurer. The Board also passed two important 
resolutions concerning the granting of loans. Funds borrowed for the retire- 
ment of loans against life insurance policies may be obtained at 4 per cent 
interest, and it was decided to accept real estate as security against loans at 
not less than 41/4 per cent interest, although not more than $25,000 may be 
loaned for this purpose in total. The annual report follows: 


RESOURCES 
AW osha rami sot 06 | oy =. 9 Cae ene nn ee $ 29,775.03 
Federal, State and Municipal Bonds............0.0000000202222200022 35,000.00 
Other Approved Investments..........0...200..2....--2ecceceeeeeeseeeeeeee 25,433.01 
Office Building, Furniture and Fixtures........0000000000002000.... 
Cash on Hand and Due from Bankg.............00000000...00000022.. 48,765.64 
(OTHER FRESOUT CES: wisi oa is eee ei ie acetates 480.98 
Oss ot ee $139,454.66 
LIABILITIES 
Share Capital Paid In By Membets...................0..00....002---- $ 18,989.00 
DOB OSIIS OL DICT OTS vised csainncptiasovecseatndepaxtoosavanndnveecanatie wieseeies 106,409.47 
Special Deposit (War Bond Account)............0.00000....:00000--- 10,948.25 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve for Contingencies)....... Seittcndasaie 2,057.82 
LO pate bh ials (16 Mel af x 9 |} 5 eee ee meenahD eee ae ne ate sar ene ee ee EEE 395.74 
Other Liabilities (Unearned Interest)..............0...eceeeeeeeee eee 654.38 
As | = LR ev ON POET SEP ee $139,454.66 


New Fields in 


Radio Communication 
NEW field in commercial radio 
communication, in which the 

telephone industry appears likely to 

be a vital link, is being unfolded 
through experiments in ultra-high 
frequency transmission. Recent as- 
signments of frequencies for the vari 
ous uses of this service have been 
made by the Federal Communications 
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Commission and preliminary steps 
have been taken for their develop- 
ment. 

Possible uses of principal interest 
to the telephone industry are the ex- 
pansion of rural telephone service 
to isolated areas, the use of radio for 
toll service as a supplement to fixed 
line service, and general mobile serv- 
ice which will permit connections to 
telephone exchanges from mobile 
units such as trucks, busses, trains, 
airplanes and automobiles. 


G. G. Mehuron, 
York, 
30 Years, 


B. D. Kline, Wm. R. Minich, 
Superior, ‘Geneva, 
25 Years. 25 Years. 


Addalene Lorensen, 


John L. Potter, n 
Ashland, Weeping Water, 
20 Years. 20 Years. 


Thirty-One Years 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings; C. C. Perry- 
man, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
G. G. Mehuron, York. 
Twenty-Five Years 
B. D. Kline, Superior; W. R. Minich, 
Geneva; Sarah Mussman, Western; Dorcas 
Slater, Fairbury. 
Twenty-Four Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 
Twenty-I[wo Years 
Ben L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda Lake, 
Superior, 
Twenty-One Years 
R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Addalene Lorensen, Weeping Water; 
J. L. Potter, Ashland. 
Nineteen Years 
Esther Bausano, Lincoln; Hedwig 
Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 


Eighteen Years 
R. N. Brendle, Clara M. Jones, K. L. 


SERVICE 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Sarah Mussman, Dorcas J. Slater, 
Western, Fairbury, 
25 Years. 25 Years. 


E. A. Moorhead, 
Lincoln, Geneva, 
15 Years. 15 Years. 


R. V. Clifford, 


Lawson, Helen Pickard, E. H. Royce, 
Lincoln. 
Seventeen, Years 


Wauneta Child, Fairbury; R. S$. Culver, 
Lincoln; Bohumil Docekal, Mary Docekal, 
David City; Mary Emerson, Lincoln. 

Sixteen Years 


D. E. Aydelott, Lincoln; K. J. Boshart, 
Military Service; Rose Janda, Plattsmouth; 
Edna Ragon, Tecumseh. 


Fifteen Years 


R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. Moor- 


head, Geneva. 
Fourteen Years 
W. F. Combs, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
O. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
Edna C. Edwards, Ruskin. 
Six Years 
Zella Marsh, Utica. 
Five Years 


Doris Sutton, Lincoln. 


—~a6t 10 fe 


“Happiness Ahead” 
Thelma Jones 
of the Auburn 


Commercial De- 
partment became 


the bride of John 
Martin of John- 
son, on January 
21. The after- 
noon ceremony 
was _ performed 
} by Rev. Guy B. 
Dunning at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Moren of Johnson. After 
a short wedding trip, the couple will 
make their home on a farm near 
Johnson. 


e @ 

At a double ring ceremony De- 
cembker 31, in Humboldt, Gertrude 
K. Amis, operator at Humboldt, and 
Cpl. Clinton B. Parker, also of Hum- 
boldt, were united in marriage. Dr. 
Heim officiated at his home. Cpl. 
Parker has just returned from 33 
months in the Asiatic Pacific theatre 
of war and will report to Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, where the couple 
will reside temporarily. 


eo @ 

Rosella Friesen of the York Traf- 
fic Department and 3/C Petty Of- 
ficer Duane DeBoer of the Navy 
were married December 17, by Rev. 
Friederick at the Methodist Parson- 
age in York. Petty Officer DeBoer 
is stationed at Jacksonville, Florida. 

eo 8 

The wedding of Melva Wright, 
of the Hastings Traffic Department, 
and Sgt. Anthony Rindone took 
place January 7, in the Harvard 
Army Air Field chapel with Chap- 
lain Batty officiating. Sgt. Rindone 
is stationel at the Harvard Air Field 
and the couple is making their home 
in Hastings. 


eo °®@ 

Beth Dollison of the David City 
Traffic Department became the bride 
of Walter Hoeft of Garrison, Janu- 
ary 11 at the home of her parents. 
Mr. Hoeft will leave for the army 
soon, and Mrs. Hoeft plans to stay 
in David City and continue her 
work. 


Jim Dudgeon claims that an opti- 
mist is a guy who sits in the last row 
of the balcony and winks at the 
chorus girls, 
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Rural Telephone 


Development 
RINGING improved and_ ex- 


tended telephone service to rural 
areas is nO new program for the tele- 
phone industry or for our Company. 
It has been going on for years, and 
although temporarily halted because 
of the war, it will be renewed in the 
post-war era. 

In the past ten years farm tele- 
phones in the United States served 
by the telephone industry have in- 
creased almost forty per cent and at 
present about 2,000,000 rural stations 
are being operated. Existing facili- 
ties are close enough to the homes of 
80 per cent of the potential users to 
provide service without a construc- 
tion charge. Service has been im- 
proved and made more attractive 
through the installation of modern 
dial units, metallicizing of circuits 
and the improvement of sub-let 
equipment. 

Our Company has been among the 
leaders in this program. Since 1930 
we have converted rural service in 
30 of our 118 exchanges to dial op- 
eration and now serve 2,630 rural 
subscribers with this modern service. 
All other rural circuits are metallic 
and the total of subscribers has in- 
creased 19 per cent in the past six 
years, in spite of war time restric- 
tions. Orders have been placed with 
manufacturers for further installa® 
tions of dial units and these will be 
completed as rapidly as equipment 
becomes available. 

The post-war program calls for 
the development and utilization of 
every type of modern physical facil- 
ity including dial operation, im- 
proved pole line construction, and, 
after commercial adaptation is per- 


fected, the radiotelephone and the 
use of rural electric lines for tele- 
phone circuits. These developments 
coupled with the experience and 
“know how” of men and women in 
the telephone industry forecast a 
promising future for the rural tele- 
phone subscriber. 


Our Company stands ready now, 
as always, to assist the farmer in 
meeting his telephone needs in any 
way possible and in rendering aid 
to mutual or co-operative groups 
who wish to improve their engi- 
neering, construction or operating 
methods. 


Notable Appointments 


HE following appointments to 

posts in community or fraternal 
groups have come to our attention 
recently: 

T. E. Longdon, area manager at 
Fairbury, was named publicity chair- 
man of the Fairbury Chamber of 
Commerce. 


K. B. Cary, district commercial 
manager at Lincoln, was made presi- 
dent of the U. S. O. board, an activ- 
ity in which he has taken an active 
interest since its inception. 

R. H. Gray, manager at Weeping 
Water, directed the recent paper 
salvage drive there with the assist- 
ance of the Boy Scouts and collected 
the sizable amount of four tons. 


D. C. Travis of the Lincoln Plant 
Department was installed as Noble 
Grand of the Odd Fellows Lodge No. 
323 at University Place. 

John H. Agee, vice president and 
general manager, was appointed gen- 
eral of the ‘special gifts division of 
the Red Cross war fund campaign 
to be held March 5 to 10. 

Charles Dickenman, Beatrice area 
commercial manager, was installed as 
president of the Beatrice Kiwanis 
Club. 

At the annual installation of of- 
ficers of the Mt. Carmel Com- 
mandery number 3, Knights Temp- 
lar, M. A. Birdsley of the Auburn 
Plant Department received the of- 
fice of Captain General. 

William R. Minich of the Geneva 
Plant Department, was installed as 
Worshipful Master of Geneva lodge 
number 79, A. F. and A. M. 
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“Blessed Events’ 


BE IOD it. and ‘Mrs. 
{QUIET Dan Smith of 


York are the 
proud parents of 
a son, Dan W. 
Jr., born January 
1? at. York. (ike 
Smith was dis- 
trict clerk at Bea- 


foe 
~~ 
“~ zs 


ad 
- ei: 
PP ie ee UN aya ; 
ACURA RID trice before en 


tering the armed 
forces, and has been overseas since 
mid-December. 


. > 
Ne 
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Journey's End 
MR. WILLIAM BRYSON, husband 


of Jessie Bryson, relief operator at 
Crab Orchard passed away at his 
home on January 8 at the age of 
66. He was an early resident of 
Crab Orchard and at the time of 
his death was a member of the 
village board. His son, Charles, is 
with the army in France and his 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Bryson, re- 
sides in Crab Orchard. 


Raymond Elliott Dies 
AYMOND H. ELLIOTT, former 
supervisor of supplies, passed 
away at a Lincoln hospital on Janu- 
ary 25. He had made his home in 
Lincoln for a number of years. 


One of the early telephone pio- 
neers, he entered the industry with 
the Auburn Telephone Company in 
1897 and subsequently worked for 
various telephone companies in the 
state until his employment with our 
Company in 1915. He held the po- 
sitions of shop foreman, general 
storekeeper, plant supervisor and su- 
pervisor of supplies during his term 
of service here and resigned in 1923 
to enter the automobile repair busi- 
ness. He will be remembered by 
many employees as the instructor of 
the plant engineering school in- 
augurated by the Company in 1917 
and in which many men from the 
various departments participated. 


According to some authorities, an 
adult is a person who has stopped 
growing on both ends, but not in the 


middle. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 


Ashland 


We had a Christmas party here and all 
agreed we had a very fine time. We drew 
names and exchanged gifts and a very 
nice lunch was served. ... Miss Markuson 
spent a week here at the office. . . . Mrs. 
Loraine Bryant, operator, is all smiles. 
Her husband, Cpl. Chilton Bryant is home 
on a 14-day furlough.. 


David City 


Those old wedding bells are still ringing 
out loud and strong in the Traffic Depart- 
ment. On January 11, Beth Dollison be- 
came the bride of Walter Hoeft of Garri- 
son. It was a beautiful wedding held at 
the home of the bride’s parents. Though 
the 2lst of January was to have been the 
date, she didn’t let that stymie her and 
overcame all obstacles and was married 10 
days earlier. Best of luck to you and 
Walt, Bethie, and may all your troubles 
be little ones. ... Margery Snyder went 
to Lincoln on her day off last week. Those 
who saw her board the “Local 802’ state 
that she was all dressed up fit to kill. 
What’s the angle on that story, Marge. 
(She claims it was her birthday, but we 
all have a sneaking hunch it was a little 
more than that). ... That local cattle-train 
seems rather popular. Miss Aden and Miss 
Havlena flagged the thing for Lincoln 
too. Spent all their money in the dime 
store and furrier. Don’t get excited, no 
fur coat is in the offing. Just a little day- 
dreaming. ... Pfe. Moreane Alldritt, WAC, 
from Dothan, Alabama, visited the 
office and though every conceivable 
obstacle was thrown in her path, she 
finally made it. A slight case of scarlet 
fever got her down on the way out here, 
and when she got here she nearly froze to 


death. . . . Seems as if a startling fact is 
being discovered by the girls. They are 
broke!!! Anyway they have been trans- 
forming their money into nickels and 


from there, poof——. It suddenly dis- 
appears. Can’t understand it. Have we 
got a Gremlin or a Houdini or something 
around here. Cain’t never tell. ... The 
Traffic Department held a party for the 
newly-wed and for Henrietta Smith who 
will take that fatal lunge in the near 
future. A delicious lunch of pie-ala-mode 
was served. Couldn’t see the pie for the 
ala-mode, cause there was so much of it. 
Seems as though our chief operator had 


Scenes at the Pioneer parties at Nebraska Cify (above) and Be- 

atrice (right). Above, seated from left to right: R. H. Ojers, Hattie 

Wynn, Hilda ‘’Tip’’ Johanns, Addalene Lorensen, and Robert Gray. 

In the background George Damon chats wth John Ruppel (stand- 

ing). The Beatrice party group at right are (left to right): Edna 

Ragon, W. E. Macdonald, Jack Fowler, Harold Drake, Bertha Sharp, 
Goldie Thompson and Alex Halverstadt. 


seconds and worried about the pounds she 
put on after she had it all down. Too 
late then to worry, Irene. ... Cpl. Wm. 
(Eill) Behrns, formerly of the Plant De- 
partment, visited this office last week, 
after a year and a half overseas with the 
Marine Air Corps. Boy, is that Gyrene 
rugged!!!! Could be that in saying this, 
we're a little prejudiced, (being as yours 
truly happens to be his little sister.) 


Milford 


Upon asking Milford for news, the re- 
porier got the following answer, “Too 
muddy to do anything exciting.”’ I believe 
that too. 


Nebraska City 


On Friday, December 22, 1944, a Christ- 
mas party was held by the Traffic girls. 
The gals played Bingo. A good time was 
had by all and we know we are a little 
late with this news, but will promise to 
do better next year. ... We welcome Mrs. 
Dorothy Brown to the Traffic Department 
as our new student. She is doing all 
right too. Anyway, glad to have you 
Dottie. . . . It seems as tho, when we 
gain a gal, we are always about to lose 
one. Congratulations to Mary McKenzie, 
who is leaving us January 31 to join 
Uncle Sam’s WAVES. Good luck, Mary. 
If you are as good a WAVE as an operator, 
you'll do all right for yourself. In our 
opinion you have nothing to worry about. 

. . Talking about WAVES, we had Yeo- 
man 3/c Phyllis Adams, former operator, 
in to see us. Phyllis, you really looked 
all right in the Navy Blues. Keep up 
the good work. We were all glad to see 
you come again. The smile that 
Miriam Haase has been wearing lately was 
caused from a letter that came from the 
South Pacific. How about it, Miriam? 

. Mildred Cohn is also another one 
with a smile for everyone this week. Mil- 
dreds’ boy friend is here from Detroit, 
Michigan. ... Mr. Lant in the Commercial 
Department was sporting a good eye after 
New Years. By the way, “Billie’’ how 
could you see the “Old Year out’ and 
‘The New Year in?’ His excuse is that 
he fell on the ice, which is OK, only we 
are not to be kidded that way. 


Plattsmouth 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams spent New 
Year’s at Dorchester with their mothers. 

.. Mrs. Pauline Reckard, A & L Opera- 
tor, was re-employed on January 8. Wel- 
come back, Pauline. Mrs. Harriette 
Wynn and Miss 
Helen Ledgway 
spent Thursday, 
January 11, shop- 
ping in Omaha.... 
Miss Leone Cool- 
man and Mrs. 
Mary Katherine 
McKenna resigned 
as of January 15. 
;« +» Mrs. Bilda Jo- 
hanns spent Janu- 
ary 20 shopping in 
Omaha. 


Seward 


The calendar turns again and “News” 
time. It looks as though all the pioneers 


are going to the ‘‘Pioneer Party,” January 


22, at York. Too bad the rest of us can’t 


go. ... We have a new Assistant Clerk, 
Mrs. Merna McClain. Good juck to you, 
Merna. ... Tarzan, true to his name 1s 


very much interested in animals, espe- 
cially white monkeys. They are so cun- 
ning. I won’t go any further about the 
white monkeys. But Tarzan will tell 
if you ask him, I think, eh? ... .- Willa 
Robbins had a major operation and at the 
writing of this news she’s getting along 
swell. Hurry up and get back, Willa, we 


miss you. ...Mr. and Mrs. Ager and son 
visited at Syracuse the week-end of Janu- 
ary 21... . Ruth Burns resigned January 


12. We are sorry to lose you, Ruth... 
It’s no business being in somebody elses 
cellar, is it, Al? It seems as though, 
Al upon getting a day bed out of a friend’s 
place, suddenly slipped and fell on his 
imagination on the cellar floor. How did 
it feel, Tarzan!!! ; Miss Bernice 
Mueller spent the week-end of December 
30 in Chester, visiting friends. . . . Martha 
Merz visited with Mrs. Edna Pflughaupt 
in York, January 4. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 


Much to the surprise and amazement of 
your reporter, we received last month a 
note from Fielding Woods whom most of 
you know, and whom we personally have 
never had the pleasure (?) of meeting. 
Anyway, here we were getting all excited 
‘cause we were reciving a letter from 
Annapolis, Md.. addressed to the Asso- 
ciate Editor of the ‘News.’ .We were 
thinking all sorts of things like, ‘“‘At last 
our writing ability has been discovered,” 
“Someone appreciates our. skill, our 
genius, etc.,” ‘Great things are now in 
store for us.” But alack and alas, to our 
great disappointment, when the envelope 
was opened, after much nervous fumbling 
and fussing, we found only a very brief 
note which read as follows: ‘Oh come 
now Miss Petersen, for Heaven’s Sake. 
You can’t mean you really liked that 
dreadful glunk of Gormans.” (In case 
some of you are wondering what we're 
talking about, we refer you to this column 
in the “News” for December.) And 
after we read that, our only thought was, 
“What a characier Mr. Woods must be to 
go to all the trouble of reading the stuff 
we put out just to find something to 
debase Gorman.’ Why bother, we say! 

. And now for the news you good 
people are interested in. We had four 
girls starting off the New Year by travel- 
ing way far away. Helen Pickard has 
gone to Alabama to visit her brother who 
is stationed there. Norma Burgess has 
taken a leave of absence to be with her 
husband in Texas for about five weeks. 
And Marian Wiederspan is also spending 


ed 


some time in Texas. When they come 
back they’ll probably have all fourth floor 
talking with a Southern accent. Another 
girl off to see her husband is Virginia 
Bath. Her husband has just returned 
from duty in the Aleutians, and they are 
now seeing the sights in Kansas City. Just 
about forgot, Bette Reesman spent a few 
days in Pratt, Kansas, with her husband 
who is now stationed there. She reports 
she had a wonderful time. . . . Bernice 
Tarbutton resigned recently and is plan- 
ning to spend some time at her home in 
Fremont. We’ll miss you Bernice. , 
Newcomers are Martha Dietrich and 
Mildred McGill to whom we all say ‘Wel- 
come.” These girls are both employed in 
the Addressograph Section. We also wel- 
come Elinore Casari Wunch who is back 
with us again. . .. Starkle, starkle, little 
twink, no, that’s not right; but it does 
sparkle. We’re referring to the diamond 
on Van Hausner’s third finger, left-hand. 
Who’s next, gals! . Irene Siefert is 
off the sick list now. We’re glad to see 
you around again, Irene. . .. (To the 
anonymous sender of the pamphlet, we 
wish to say, ‘Thank you!”) Big joke! 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 

Well, like everyone else around the 
warehouse, we have had our face lifted— 
seafoam walls wtih a white ceiling. We 
never dreamed that they would go so 
far as to redecorate the whole room to 
harmonize with our new picture. It does 
look nice despite the fumes that still 
seem to linger... . “Glamor-girl’ Clifford 
and “Curley” Boyles keep us well posted 
on the outcome of our famous bowling 
team. It seems that after the last session 
with the Shop and Supply they feel they 
are competing with the Warehouse for that 
distinguished position of “Low Man on 
the Totem Pole.” ...In our prize book 
of boners goes this one on “Swede” 
Foster. During one of those colder days, 
when the gang was out tree trimming, he 
elected himself as fire-tender (the warm- 
est post). And, in accordance with those 
Safety discussions he gave the proper lec- 
ture—you know—"Don’t stand too close 
to the fire, watch that sparks do not 


catch to your clothing, etc.’’ It wasn’t 
long till the smell of burning clothing 
was in the air. ‘“Swede’’ went from one 


to the other carefully looking all his men 
over to see which one had been careless. 
Suddenly, the warmth called his attention 
to the fact that he was the one who would 
have to wear a patch on his overalls... . 
Word from ‘Art’? Holeomb indicates that 
he is having a wonderful time. He rather 
likes that jolly old English custom of the 
girls seeing the fellows home—account 
of the fog, he says!....The Navy paid us 
a visit in the person of Bob Nelson. Bob 
is the first shy sailor we ever heard of— 
he didn’t come upstairs ot see the girls. 

.. Through a recent article in the paper 
we learn that ‘‘Les’? Hansen has another 
German plane to his credit. Nice shoot- 


ing there, “Les!” .... We just heard that 
Vaughan Baum underwent an operation 
and 1s now resting at home. ... The 


whereabouts of the crews hasn’t changed 


Roy Rogers, Reno 
Weis and Wm. 
Mouden reminisce 
at the York get- 
together. 


a great deal from 
last month. George 
Hansen and 
“Swede” Foster’s 
gangs are still 
working on _ the 
Lincoln farm lines, 
while “Brick” 
Smith and John 
Hobson’s crews 
are keeping up 
the routine Lin- 
coln repairs. Harry Moss is still at Te- 
cumseh working on the Tecumseh-Auburn 
Toll lead. Earl Eichenour and crew is busy 
with the Exeter town plant repairs and 
“Babe’’ Combs crew have been working 
on routine repairs at Fairmont. Bill Conn 
has been busy making cable changes in 
York. 


Local Commercial 
Betty Roeder, Associate Editor 


We, the local commercial, are sorry to 
state that our news article from now on 
will never be the same _ since Ruth 
Clark has been transferred to the General 
Commercial office. Whenever we've 
needed some news or crazy chatter, we 
always fell back on Ruthie. However, we 
wish Ruth lots of luck and hope she 
misses us all. . . . Nora Cline has moved 
in to make her ‘office home’”’ with us and 
we welcome you, Nora. ... Another new 
member in our office is M. Grant Mauk. 
You, tco, are welcome, Grant. ... Jack 
Yeager, former employee, dropped in to 
pay his final respects before leaving the 
fair city of Lincoln. Jack wanted action 
so he enlisted in the Marines and is now 
taking his boot training in North Caro- 
lina. . . . Two other former employees, 
Mary Kay Booth and Jean Miller, paid a 
visit to our office this month. The two 
girls are working in Washington state and 
are now spending their vacation here in 
Lincoln. ... Starting next month the new 
associate editor, Lorraine Wolf, will take 
over the job of a reporter. So adieu, 
friends! 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Just when we predict colder weather, 
the sun comes out and the temperature 
never drops below 30°. But it won’t last 
forever, all good things come to an end 
sometime. . . . The Switchroom had sev- 
eral visitors during the past month. E. O. 
Wait and Roger plowed through the mud 
from Tecumseh. Commander C. W. 
Bush, former Construction Department 
employee; stopped in to say hello while 
on leave from the Southwest Pacific. ... 
Jerry Wood, sailor from St. Joe, stopped 
in to see his uncle Dell Gilmore. ... 
Warren Shuck, our jolly Dutchman, is out 
at the Vet’s hospital recuperating from an 
operation. Mrs. Shuck reports that he is 
getting along just fine—ornerier than ever. 
_.. “Herb” Jenkins has missed work get- 
ting himself all fixed up for 
the Spring opening, with 
store teeth’n everything... . 
Howard Smith had his 
Christmas in pieces. First 
his son Dean was home a 
few days before Christmas, 
after being with the Navy 
out in the Atlantic for some 
time. Then January 23, Don, 
who has been with the Ma- 
rines in the Southwest Pa- 


Irene Combs, Ralph Wait, 
Mina Jorgensen and Lucille 
Stephenson are caught un- 
awares by the camera at 
Hastings. 
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cific for 28 months, came home. Mr. Smith 
is mighty proud of his boys, well, 
who wouldn’t be. . No one has ever 
said anything about the bowling teams, 
but we in the Switchrooms sure do think 
the Inside Service team is just OK, even 
if we are down there in fourth place.... 
Francis Darnold spent several days at 
Fairbury fixing up some battery tanks. 
.. . George Keith went all the way down 
to Clay Center to inspect and l1epair the 
Central Office Equipment. ... We almost 
forgot to mention that Ed Cumm.ngs has 
been limping around the building for 
several days now. Ed won’t admit a thing, 
but whatever it was, he sure got his foot 
in it. . . . Vern Hutchison is regretting 
he ever offered to help the “Mrs..”’ do the 
dishes. Now Vern has the job to do alone. 
; Two new employes in the Service 
Department are Harold Wart in Mr. 
Neff’s department, and Clarence Rief, stu- 
dent at the Uni. of Nebr., who is working 
part-time in the switchroom. .. . Perry 
Caldwell’s visit to the Service Department 
was a very pleasant surprise. We were 
all glad to see Perry and we hope that this 
trip up here won’t get him down. ... We 
wish to thank whoever it was who sent 
Ed Dulin that wonderful Valentine. It hit 
the nail right on the head. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


After walking under ladders, tripping 
over paint buckets, I’m still able to go 
about the usual routine. By now you 
have guessed we are having our spring 
cleaning done at the warehouse. It looks 
so nice that it was well worth the incon- 
venience everyone had to contend with. 

. Ernie Royce took the remainder of 
his vacation between the holiday seasons. 
He should be rested up now for a busy 
New Year. . . Harry Smith was in the 
Veterans hospital the first part of Janu- 
ary, however he is back at work now 
seemingly fully recoverd. ... Bert Huddle- 
ston recently received word from Lt. 
Floyd H. Henson, formerly of the ware- 
house. Floyd is flying a bomber in the 
South Pacific. Seems like the gals 
here have a little gypsy in them, every 
time a holiday occurs, off they go on a 
trip. During the week end of the New 
Year’s, Darleen Healey made a trip to 
Kansas. Wonder what interests she has 
down there, couldn’t be a Lt. could it? 
: Ruth Marrow went to St. Louis, 
Missouri, to visit her brother who is sta- 
tioned near there. Anne Pavel and 
yours truly, took the Rocket to Chicago, 
where we spent one day. and on to Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin to visit friends. While 
we were in the La Salle station in 
Chicago, we happened to meet Ralph 
Stebbings who was enroute to New Jersey 
to accept his new position with the West- 
inghouse Elec. Elevator Co. He already 
looked a little homesick. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


We have two new girls to welcome this 
month, they are: Irene Gerdes and Mrs. 


Marcelene Behrends, we also said our 
good byes to Thelma Jones, who plans to 
be married soon and Mrs. Ardis Moore 
plans to move to Kansas to be with her 
husband who is stationed at Fort Riley. 
. . . Thayer Morgan visited relatives in 
Plattsmouth. . Mary Seid operator at 
Auburn is relieving Esther Fritz from the 
Nemaha exchange for a month. Miss Fritz 
is on the sick list. We all hope she will 
be back with us soon. 


Beatrice 


There’s a bit of a lull in the goings on 
since the holidays, however, Mrs. Evelyn 
Menke vacationed ‘at home the first part 
of January. ...A certain Corporal came 
home from Alaska so Gertrude Amis 
changed her name to Mrs. Clinton Parker. 
At the present time she is enjoying a 
leave of absence and from last reports 
they are in Hot Springs, Arkansas await- 
ing reassignment. The latest “flu’’ 
victims were Pernal Hines and Joyce Girl 
and we’re glad to report they are back 
on the job. . We bid adieu to Mrs. 
Evelyn Allen and Mrs. Ruth Womack who 
resigned because of poor health. ... Mrs. 
Ona Tschabold, Miss Henrietta Menninga, 
Mrs. Jaunita Longsine and Miss Racheal 
Owens are the latest additions to the force. 
Welcome girls. It seems Mildred 
Beethe can’t stay off her kKnees—no not 
praying, just taking spills on the roller 
skating rink. . . Mrs. Ellen Wrightsman 
and Marcella Morris spent a recent week- 
end in Grand Island, needless to say they 
had a wonderful time. ... Harlan Gillespie 
finished ‘‘in the money” in the Annual 
Burwood Hotel Bowling Tournament roll- 
ing a 511. Harlan competed in the 
“Double” events. R. I. Schouborg 
visited relatives in Holdrege the week- 
end of January 13. Frank Walter 
submitted to a minor operation early this 
month. We are pleased to report he is 
back on the job and feeling fine. 
Charles Dickenman, our Area Commercial 
Manager was installed January 3 as Presi- 
dent of the Kiwanis Club in Beatrice for 
1945. . . . Tyler Ryan, who was recently 
discharged from the Army has recovered 
sufficiently from his illness to be assigned 
to the position of District Clerk in the 
Southern District. . . . Recently the Pio- 
neers held a social gathering in Beatrice 
and at the close of the festivity, Mr. Hale, 
our newly appointed Commercial Super- 
intendent salvaged a bottle of cream. A 
few days later R. I. Schouborg, Wire 
Chief and the Beatrice exchange em- 
ployees were shocked speechless to receive 
a package through the mail containing one 
well washed milk bottle. The grape vine 
informs us that Mr. Hale whose name 
suggests his scotch ancestry, shelled out 
11 cents in cash to return this milk bottle, 
which is worth exactly 5 cents in Beatrice. 
We salute the world’s most honest man!! 


DeWitt 


Helen Chinnock spent January 20 in 
Lincoln visiting friends. . Mrs. Marie 
Schwaninger had the misfortune of frac- 
turing her right arm during a recent fall 
on the ice. 


Burchard 
Mrs. Hattie Wilcox visited in Beatrice 
and Deshler. . .. Marie Tegtmeier visited 


her sister January 14. 


Crab Orchard 


Miss Lilliam Camp- 
bell, Chief Operator 
Cashier has been 
transferred to the 
Lincoln Office and is 
superseded by Mrs. 
Gladys Neugebauer 
of Steinauer. 


Fairbury 


On our sick list 
this time is, J. C. 
Gear who is in the 
hospital at Savannah, 
Missouri. A recent 
letter from him 
stater he hada sec- 


Russell Rauch turns a suspicious eye at the cameraman. The 
Lincoln group, left to right, H. J. Soderholm, Roy Brendle, Russell 


ond operation and is Rauch, Wallace Backus, Clavton Liebhart, Merrill Green and 


doing fine. ... W. O. 

Bundy was missing 

in the Plant Depart- 

ment o few days because of illness. He is 
back on the job now and feeling fine. 
. . . We welcome LeRoy Hughes, who has 
taken a position as combinationman. We 
have had our share of accidents, recently 
Elizabeth Moredick, Assistant Chief Op- 
erator fell and sprained her ankle, and 
with the slippery streets our Chief Op- 
erator, Pearl Bishop found herself sit- 
ting right in the middle of the street one 
morning. Mortified as she was, she gazed 
meekly around to see if anyone had seen 
her, and by sheer luck no one had... . 
We wonder why Martha Ehlers has had 
such a gleam in her’ eyes — could 
it be the visit made by her one and only 
Pfe. Wallace Cox of the Great Bend Air 
Base?.. . . Joyce Schmidt has also been 
wondering around starry eyed—the rea- 
son might be the lovely sparkler that she 
has been flashing around. Congratula- 
tions, Joyce! 


Friend 


Lt. Forrest Redman, brother of Roberta 
Redman of our operating force was killed 
in an airplane accident at Bury, St. Ed- 
munds, England on January 5 according 
to word received by the family on January 
23. We extend sincere sympathy to Roberta 
and to the family. 


Humboldt 


~ Miss Catherine Gillan accompanied the 
Blood Donor Caravan to St. Joseph, Mis- 
souri on December 21. . . . George Damon, 
E. J. Flowerday, Mary Meister and Cathar- 
ine Gillan attened the Pioneer meeting 
at Nebraska City, January 15... . Darlene 
Stalder was in Omaha, January 11 visiting. 


Plymouth 


Staff Sgt. M. R. Ewing who has been 
stationed in Texas, recently spent a two 
weeks furlough in Plymouth visiting his 
sister, Mrs. Mable Weiting, Chief Operator. 


Steinauer 
Patty Schutz visited in Beatrice, Janu- 
ary 3... . Mr. and Mrs. L. V. Razak of 


Datesland, S. D., who have been visiting 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis returned to their 
home January 14. 


Sterling 
Adelaide Christline a former operator 
visited our office on December 23. ; 
Ruth Probst returned to work January 22 
after a month’s illness. . . . Barbara 
Benson visited in Lincoln on Jan- 
i uary 10. 


Table Rock 


Recent visitors to Pawnee City 
were Pearl Freeman and Erma 
Janick. Mrs. Hazel Urich spent 
from January 11 to 13 in Lincoln. 


Charlie Meshier demonstrates fi- 

nesse in the ancient and honor- 

able art of doughnut dunking at 

the Beatrice event. Leland Hodge 

and A. B. Gorman lend moral 
support. 
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Victor Musselman. 


Tecumseh 


Verna Bartels is wearing a ring on the 
third finger left hand. Congratulations 
Verna! .... Mary LempKa has returned 
to work after spending a two week 
vacation at home. Lt. (j.g.) Chas. W. 
Meshier spent several days over the holi- 
days with his parents. ... Jerry Murphy 
is down hearted and needs lots of cheer- 
ing up since the b.f. went to aide Uncle 
Sam. .. . Edna Ragon’s nephew Dale 
McCoy who recently returned from the 
South Pacific visited friends and relatives 
in Tecumseh. Sailor McCoy’s ship was_-tor- 
pedoed and he was rescued after spending 
forty-four hours on a raft. Vera Kerner 
spent January 12 in Lincoln. ... Mr. 
Meshier received word that his son Lt. 
Wayne T. Meshier had been killed in ac- 
tion. At the time of his death he was 
serving with the Armed Forces in France. 
Mr. Meshier and family have the sym- 
pathy of the entire company. 


Tobias 


Mrs. Donald Chadd of Brownwood, 
Texas, is visiting her mother Mrs. Adell 
Hershey. 


Wilber 


Those traveling to Lincoln this month 
were, Amelia and Anna Aden, Norma 
Fort, and Viola Knapp. .. . Sgt. Leslie 
McElroy of Scott Field, Ill, is spending his 
furlough with his wife Mrs. Lavina 
McElroy. 


Wymore 


Irene Fischer resigned January 15 and 
plans to make her home in Dallas, Texas. 
... Our Welcome Mat went out to Helen 
Harris on January 2, we are glad to have 
you with us Helen... . Elaine Clark has 
been wearing a sparkler since the holidays 
and we understand she is saving her 
dimes to buy a one-way ticket to Shennan- 
doah, Iowa. ... Mr. Mills has been ‘‘chief 
cook and bottle washer” for the past three 
weeks since his wife underwent a major 
operation on January 3 at a Lincoln hospi- 
tal. . . . Our Chief Operator, Viola Dunn 
has been enjoying a certain sailor’s 30 day 
leave, he has just returned from overseas. 
‘ . Maxine Pabst received a cablegram 
and a dozen red roses from her husband 
overseas on her birthday. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Exeter 


Margie Grewell, Chief Operator-Cashier, 
was called to Greeley, Colorado, for a few 
days due to the death of a brother-in-law. 


Geneva 
It seems nothing ever happens in 
Geneva so our news is rather scarce again 


this month. .. . Evelyn Brower resigned 
January 6 and Irene Merrill resigned 


At the Nebraska City party, Sterling Nelson (third from left) at- 
tempts to prove that chicken sandwiches are best appreciated after 


Melva Wright to 
Sgt. Anthony Rin- 
done at the Har- 
vard Army Aijir 
Field Chapel. On 
the way out, the 
girls who rode 
with Frieda Hoff- 
man were Slightly 
detained in order 
that Frieda could 
powder her nose 
before entering 
the base. Inci- 
dentally, the 
guard at the gate 
was named Pvt. St. 


the third helping. The onlookers, left to right, Joe Abrams, Myron F eter. Everyone 
Birdsley, Ralph Connors, Ed Ernst, Billy Lant, Ed Flowerday and Passed through 


George Damon. 


January 1. . Our new operators this 
month are Irene Apley and Helen Mc- 
Donald. . . . Miss Metcalf spent some 
time at the office this month. ... Evelyn 
DuBois and LaVerne Langetieg spent 
January 13 and 18, respectively in Lincoln. 

Babe Combs and gang have been 
working in and out of Geneva the past 
month. 


Hastings 


Sensation and attraction of the ages is 
the new coin counter in the Commercial 
Department. The only trouble is, it took 
the services of the entire Plant Depart- 
ment to assemble it. Mr. Dudgeon was 
very jealous because they wouldn't let him 
near it, and after all it belongs to the 
Commercial Department. P. S. We're still 
counting the money by hand.... We un- 
derstand that Betty Hager is serving as 
intermediary and referee in the Dudgeon- 
Helm feud. Who started all this any- 
way? It seems that Mr. Helm made a 
visit to the Hasting office which caused 
a bit of swooning in the Commercial De- 
partment. Then Jim Dudgeon § started 
reminiscing and made a few statements 
which were printed in the last issue of the 
“News.” One -was to the effect that Mr. 
Helm became lost in the Masonic Temple 
at Hastings which he denies. Come to find 
out it really was the ‘‘old’’ Masonic Temple 
where the Chamber of Commerce was lo- 
cated at the time. Then something was 
said about getting lost in Geneva to which 
Mr. Helm replied, ‘It would be impossible 
to get lost in that town because you can 
hear Charlie Crew the minute you enter 
the city limits.” She still refuses 
to show us the hole in her nose, but Marie 
Brewer exhibits pierced ears with gold 
rings in them. Is the nose ring just special 
occasions, Miss Brewer? .... A very 
“Happy New Year” was had by Mrs. Alma 
Herzog whose husband arrived New Year’s 
Eve to spend a week’s leave. From where 
we Sat, it looked like every night was 
New Year’s Eve. Coming to our 
rescue during discount period was Miriam 
Griess of the Sutton Commercial office. 
We still wonder what we would have done 
without her—and so does Jim Dudgeon. 
It’s bad enough to short change a cus- 
tomer but it’s terrific when you _ short 
change yourself. How about that, J. W.? 

The Pioneers party looked like a 
hum-dinger but they weren't very gener- 
ous with their invitations. “After all, 
we’re prospective members,’’ chorused the 
Commercial Department female quartet. 
... C. L. Millholen of the Plant Depart- 
ment has left to make his home in Love- 
land, Colorado. . A Pioneers meeting 
was held in the club room, January 18, 
and from all reports a good time was had 
by all. ...MT.S. Burr has received a let- 
ter from his son who was wounded on 
Leyte in which he told of his wounds and 
reports he is getting along all right... . 
January 7 was an eventful day for all the 
operators who attended the wedding of 


without any diffi- 
culty, however.... 
Mrs. Irene Combs 
spent the week end of January 21 in Lin- 
coln. Can anyone tell us who that tall, 
dark stranger was that gave -her the 
ride??? Speaking of rides, the same Mrs. 
Combs took a ride home in a cab the 
other night and the driver started to 
drive away with her finger in the door. 
She tells us the reason she didnt’ faint 
was because there was no one there to 
watch her. . . . We have three new toll 
operators—Marjorie Thompson, Mrs. La- 
Vonne Alderman, and Delores Ernst... . 
New local girls are the Misses Stimbert, 
Miksch and Lewis. . .. We are also glad 
to welcome back Mrs. Dorothy Rodine and 
Mrs. Evelyn Melvin, former operators in 
this office, and Mrs. Lola Willet who 
comes to us from Superior. . .. Mrs. 
Laura Hood has left to join her husband 
in New Hampshire and Gwen McCombs is 
leaving to join the Cadet nurses. ... Mrs. 
Alma Walker has returned after under- 
going a tonsillectomy. Woe is the 
life of a woman, what with all the short- 
ages and such. If you don’t believe us, 
ask Mrs. Rindone who brought her laun- 
dry down in her purse the other day. 
Imagine her dismay when the laundry 
flatly refused the bundle and she had to 
cart the so very large bundle home again. 


Too bad! ... Plans are being made for a 
Valentine’s Party to be held at the 
Y.W.C.A. on February 15. ... Have you 


seen the unique ring ‘‘Pete’’ Petersen is 
wearing? It was sent to her from her one 
and only T/Sgt. Robert Duroff from 
“somewhere in Italy.’’ It was made from 
part of a shell. 


Hebron 

We wish to welcome Margaret Jackson, 
who is a newcomer to our Traffic De- 
partment. .. . Elizabeth Nacke has re- 
signed to attend Mary Mount College at 
Salina, Kansas. Ruth Ernst visited 
her ‘‘one and only’’ and his parents in 
Iowa, Charlotte Lesher visited in Dalhart, 
Texas, with that ‘“‘certain person,’’ and 
Leona Gausman is leaving for Texas to 
visit the ‘‘one’’ that makes her heart beat 
faster. . . . . Loetta Hartley and Ruth 
Rittenhouse are each wearing beautiful 
rings on that certain finger, left hand. 
Girls, is the meaning of the rings what we 
think it is? 


Ohiowa 
Howard Nippert spent the holidays with 
his mother, Mrs. Bess Nippert.... Phyllis 


Witherby has returned to work after a 
months absence due to her mother’s ill- 
ness. She spent the holiday week end 
visiting her mother at the hospital in 
Lincoln. ... Evelyn Heater spent the holi- 
day week end visiting relatives in Ruskin 
and Superior. 
Shelby 

Mrs. Mayme Carroll, Chief Operator, 
who recently acquired the title of ‘““Grand- 
ma,’’ spent two weeks the middle of 
January in Lawton, Oklahoma, visiting her 
daughter, Mrs. Elmer Cooper, and getting 
acquainted with her new Sranddaughter. 
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Shickley 
Mrs, Edith Schafer has been employed 


as relief operator at the Shickley ex- 
change. 


Superior 
Mrs. Josephine Tieskoetter is back 
working with us again after helping out 
in Harvard for several weeks. ... Edith 
Jensen is now a toll student and progress- 
ing beautifully. ... The Traffic Depart- 
ment lounge room is getting dressed up 
for spring with a new paint job. 
Sutton 


Miriam Griess, Commercial Clerk as- 
Sisted in the Hastings Commercial Depart- 
ment, January 4 to 6. She reported 
“things were really rushing.” . .. ¢: Tris 
Barbee, Cashier, returned to work, Janu- 
ary 2, after a long Slege of illness. 


York 


Rosella Friesen has changed her last 
name to DeBoer and seems pretty happy 
about the idea. . New local students 
are Stella Riebe, Laura Leaming and Tena 
Radcliff. Their teacher is Alice Talbot. 
LoRayne Rojahn and Rosalind Pickrel 
are being instructed on toll by Nyla Peters. 
Ah, toll —it brings back memories. We 
don’t know who to pity, students or 
teachers. . . . Mrs. Louise Hurley resigned 
the latter part of Deceniber and was pre- 
sented with a dress pin when she left. 

Our new night operator is Marie 


Myers. . . . Margery Mapes was given a 
blanket when she left January 4 to make 
her home in Aurora. ...Wreatha Rystrom 


will be leaving the middle of February 
to join the Cadet Nurses at Lincoln. ... 
Marian Boyle seems rather blue lately. 
Is it because a certain one has returned 
to the west coast? ... The twelve o’clock 
whistle’s on the blink. It didn’t blow one 
noon recently and Bud Miller, who was 
in the basement waiting for it blow, nearly 
missed his noon chow. 


erp your RED CROSS 


AT HIS SIDE 


The magnificient work of 
the American Red Cross is 
deserving of our full sup- 
port. Back it with your dol- 
lars and “Keep Your Red 
Cross at His Side.” 


Red Cross 
War Fund Campaign 
March 5 to 10, 1945 
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TACUSE IT PLEASE 


by joe har 
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BETH BAIR , YORK , WAS ALSO A VICTIM OF- 
FICKLE FATE. SHE HAD SPENT THE WHOLE. 
EVENING RAT ROLLER SKATING WITHOUT 

SUFFERING MISHAP, THEN IN WALKING HOME, 
SHE LOST HER FOOTING AND CRASHED. 


NO BODY CAN CAIL ME. 
THAT AND GET AWAY 
, WITHITS 


eS 


GENTLEMAN FARMER GEORGE KEITH 15 QUITE 
PROUD OF H15 NEW QUADRUPLET LAMBS, 
fl RARE EVENT IN SHEEPOLOGY- BUT 19 
f BIT UNHAPPY THAT Two OF THEM 
WERE BLACK — THE FIRST BLHCK SHEEP 


IN THE KEITH FAMILY. 
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Dave Culberson or YORK. IN TRYING 10 


RUN A SPUR LINE THROUGH A PIG-LOT WAS KEPT 
BUSY CLIMBING UP AND DOWN THE POLE 10 DISENTANGLE 
GURIOUS PIGS OR TO KEEP THEM FROM LAYING ON THE- 
WIRE... BUT WHEN ONE OF THEM PICKED YP THE 
REEL AND RAN OFF WITH IT, DAVE CLIMBED DOWN 
AND GAVE UP. HE SAYS THAT NOW HE HAS HAD 
EVERYTHING HAPPEN -TO HIM. 


NOW LET'S SEE Ty BE % MEANS 
“DAS IST KEIN GUTES ENGLISCH," BUT 
WHAT DOES THAT MEAN ? 


000°S— 
ANOTHER. 
Toote ! 


a 


a 
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WHEN BOB GREEN WENT HOME FROM Tic. 


ALO. ANDREWS WA 
j—y KESTER te nae LINCOLN PIONEERS’ PARTY, HE CALLED 
( fl inne BE pete NIG, , BALDY ;*10 RAY BALDWIN — 
| | UT GUY SEATON , STANDING NEAR: BY 
-. >, JAP INTO GERMAN- Quite. \| 7% 
LESTER HUTCHISON OF Tie LINCOLN FORGETIING THAT HOUGHT BoB WAS CALLING HIM NAMES. 
SERVICE, LEFT HIS LUNCH IN THE CAR CERMIN WGGL || GLY WAS PRETTY HARD TO CONTROL FOR 


Wf KNOWING GERMAN , WOULD 


BE. NO BETTER OFF. A FEW MINUTES 


ON ONE CF THOSE SUB-ZERO MORNINGS 
AND HIS SANDWICHES WERE FROZEN 10 
FLINT-HARDNESS WHEN HE WENT 10 
GET THEM AT NOON. HUTCH ATe THEM 
ANYHOW - ALTHOUGH THE BOYS IN THE 
LOCKER ROOM MADE HIM po HIS 


| CRUNCHING OUT IN THE HALL, 


REAL ADVENTURE GALLOPED ABOUT INTHE TOLL 
TEST ROOM ON A RECENT DAY—HANK PEACHMAN 
WAS CATCHING COLD , AND A LUSTY SNEEZE 
POPPED # GUM DROP OUT OF Za 

HIS MOUTH AND ACROSS 3°“ 
THE FLOOR. JARVEY YS 
DENNIS PROMPTLY 
STEPPED ON IT AND 
GOT STUCK TIGHT 
To THE FLOOR ! 


YIPE- WHAT ARE 
WE GETTING INTO 


BUT I TELL YOU. I SAID SIX BITS - 
NOT SIX BUCKS ~ IT'S AN OUTRAGE / 
'VE BEEN STABBED - CALL He FBI / 
CALL HE O.F.A.! | 
fone 
. y 


) 
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Pen PARTY, OF HASTINGS , 
"|| PASSED THROUGH THE 
| “GATES GUARDED BY 
i} PyT. 57. PETER AT THE 
(_-HARVARD AIR BASE 


@ 


\ 
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LOOK BROTHER , DONT TELL ME 
ANY MORE - I'LL SELL You 
A WHOLE CARTON ! 


COMES THE STORY OF CHARLEY CREW PLACING 
AN ORDER FOR A DINNER FOR FOUR AT THE RATE 
OF SIX BITS. AFTER. A BANQUET STYLE FEAST 
WITH FINGER BOWLS AND ALL THE FRILLS , 
CHARLEY RECEIVED A TERRIBLE JOLT WHEN HE 
LEARNED THAT THE "PARTY IN CHARGE” HAD 
UNDERSTOOD HIM 10 SAY SIK BUCKS / 


{ 
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WE ARE ESPECIALIY GRATEFUL To CHAS, PEACHMAN, 


WHO TELEPHONED ft REPORT OF JARVEYS EFFORTS 
TO GET FREE WHILE THE EVENT WAS STILL IN PROGRESS, 


IN OUR DAY WE'VE HEARD SOME SUPER SALES TALKS , BUT 
NONE TO TOP THE ONE GIVEN A FEW DAYS AGO BY CHARLEY 
DICKENMAN AS HE WHEEDLED HIS DRUGGIST FRIEND 
INTO SELLING SOME CIGARETTES . 


MARCH: 
PAN Ga 


(Right) The David City contingent again demonstrates the mystic 

powers of the “talking” bridge table. The man with the crafty 

leer is Fred Strasser, supervisor of supplies, who doesn’t appear 

entirely satisfied that the ““Up-table-up” routine is all on the up 

and up. The ladies, left to right, Helen Havlena, Ruby Muller, 
Irene Swan and Beth Hoeft. 


captains, together wtih the David City area team which 
came out ahead in the Fourth War Loan contest. Mr. J. 
Pugsley, leader of the second place Lincoln Outside Serv- 
ice team also was present as were Mrs. Joe Hartley and 
Mrs. Harvey Armagost, who as we mentioned before, 
were celebrating their respective birthday and wedding 
anniversary dates. 

The program got under way with everyone duly labeled 
and identified with 
lapel tags made ap- 


(Below) Members of the winning Seward team give a musical 

explanation in song of just how they won the bond campaign. Left 

to right, Art Balderson, Laura Douty, Inez Gribsby, Merna McClain, 

George Miers, Martha Merz, Berniece Mueller, Chris Haberman 
and Caroline Odell. 


~$~ 


propriately in the 
shape of George 


Washington axes. Getting in the proper mood for dinner are, left to right, Ann Pavel, 
a ze Ruth Marrow, Verda Ashford, Florence Tatman, Gladvs G. Cox ‘and 

The first ““chore’’ was Lula Kloepper. Seated is Beata Merz. 

the disposal of a mag- 


aes of ceremonies < 
oyna alan c and introduced Mrs. Marie Jackson who 
favored the assembly with vocal solos of the Star Spangled 
Banner and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. She was 
accompanied at ‘the piano by Miss Helen Greiner of 


chicken dinner, with 
all the usual frills and 


EBRUARY 22 was indeed a day of momentous 

events. First off, of course, it marked the birthday 
of the Father of our Country, George Washington, not 
to mention the birthday of the mother of Joe Hartley’s 
children, and certainly not overlooking the fact that 
it was the eighth wedding anniversary.of that happy and 
charming couple, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Armagost of 
David City. And now 
that we are completely 
tangled up in details in 
leading up to the topic 
of this story we will get 
down to the main point 
and say that it was also 
the occasion of the 
Seward War Bond 
Party: 


But what a party! 
Neither winds, nor 
snow, nor icy blasts, nor 
Seaton’s driving could 
keep the crowd away 
and when the congreza- 


tion had all congregated 
The happy occasion of their eighth greg 


wedding anniversary was celebrated and all noses were duly 
at the party by Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Armagosi of David City. 


counted it was found 
that slightly over 60 in- 


SEWARD 
PARTY 


trepid souls had braved the elements to be on hand. 


The affair was staged at Seward’s beautiful civic audi- 
torium in honor of Captain Chris Haberman’s Seward 
area team which, in spite of rugged competition from all 
sides, scrambled out on top of the inter-area contest in 
the Sixth War Bond “Bring *°em Home” campaign with 
an impressive 223% of quota. Hebron area, under the 
leadership of George Jones, rolled across the finish line 
in second place among the areas with 153%, 


Other guests of honor at the party in addition to the 
Seward folks, were the members of the Shop and Supply 
department, winners in the Lincoln departmental cam- 
paign race with Florence Tatman and Kent Eno as co- 


(Above) ‘’There’s never a dull moment when the party 

is at Seward,” avows this Lincoln quartet. Left to 

right, J. S. Jackson, Marie Jackson, Art Keckler and 

Mrs. Joe Hartley, the latter, incidentally, celebrating 
her (?)th birthday. 


(Left) Al “Tarzan” Ager finds that epicurean manipu- 

lations are not devoid of pitfalls when he discovers 

his coffee cup stuck fast to his saucer. Helping him 

solve the mystery are, left to right, Florence Tatman, 

Chris Haberman, Caroline Odell, Irene Swan, Dean 
Hobson and Darleen Healey. 


Jay Pugsley checks in to Helen Greiner 


accessories, which 
was prepared by 
Catherine Hersh- 
berger and Mabel 


for his identification badge. Willa Langer, who are in- 
Robbins and Harry Smith double check dead : . ; 
the transaction from the background. eed artists at their 


trade. It was a little 


tough for Al “Tarzan” Ager of Seward, however, because 
the boy is on a diet and has a bet on his weight to keep 
him in line. For this reason he had to throttle himself 


down after disposing of the 
third helping. 

Al also was the “fall guy” 
in the matter of table gags 
when he found that his water 
tumbler was one of the trick 
variety that drips water on 
the vest and that his coffee 
cup was stuck fast to the 
saucer. Sam Jackson and John 
McKinzie also were provided 
with “drippy” tumblers but 
went right ahead and used 
them and paid no attention 
whatsoever to their im- 
promptu showers. 

Guy Seaton acted as master 


Migeer ome 


The crowd enjoyed two vocal 

solos by Mrs. Marie Jackson, 

accompanied by Helen 
Greiner. 


(Above) The men "give out’’ in a demonstration to the ladies of 

just how this matter of group singing should be handled. Facing 

the camera, left to riaqht, Joe Hartley, George Miers, Vern Camp- 
bell, Martha Merz, Berniece Mueller and L. A. Stacy. 


(Right) The necktie race in which the women were made io 
realize some of the problems of the well dressed man. 


Seward. 


John McKinzie, District Manager, then spoke briefly 


and commended the Seward 
area team most highly for its 
splendid contribution to the 
success of the campaign. He 
said he was indeed proud of 
the Eastern District which 
had produced two of the three 
winners since the beginning 
of inter-area competition in 
war bond drives and that all 
who had participated could 
feel justly proud and derive a 
deep sense of satisfaction in 
having lent a hand of finan- 
cial support to speed the day 
of victory for our fighting 
forces. 

The remainder of the eve- 
ning was given over to games 
and contests in which the 
main difficulty was to find an 
able leader to put the crowd 


Guy Seaton chuckles as he 

receives this pair of lace 

trimmed “*unmentionables” as 

a token of something-or-other 

from the Seward gang. Chris 

Haberman made the presenta- 
tion. 


through its paces, but when it was learned that the prin- 
cipal requisite of the assignment was a loud voice, J. S. 
Jackson was unanimously elected. 


(Continued on page 13) 


MARY McKENZIE, operator at Ne- 
braska City, received her call to report 
at Hunter College on February 8, for 
training in the WAVES. She becomes 
the sixth employee member of that or- 
ganization. 


GEORGE RAMSEY, § 2/C, feels that 
he has been more than fortunate in draw- 
ing an assignment on the U. S. S. Intrepid, 
one of the largest ships of the navy. Be- 
fore embarking he received a leave which 
he spent with his family in York. In 
this, too, he finds he was lucky, for only 
four of his company of quartermasters at 
Gulfport were granted leaves and most 
of the outfit were taken into the amphibi- 
ous forces. As George says: “I got a leave 
and didn’t get amphibs. I. must be wear- 
ing a horseshoe.” 


T/Sgt. KEN BOSHART now writes 
from Netherlands East Indies, where his 
hospital is located on a small coral island 
almost on the equator. The weather, he 
Insists, is HOT, even though it rains every 
day. 

The good news from RAYMOND E. 
FREEMAN is that he is back in pre-flight, 
training at San Antonio, Texas. Ray en- 
tered service from the Weeping Water 
plant department in September, 1942. 

Pvt. JAMES D. GREEN, of the con- 
struction department, and alumnus of the 
infantry schools of Camp Stewart, Georgia 
and Camp Howze, Texas, has received a 
New York APO address, indicating his 
departure for the European theater. James 
home town is Kenesaw. 


Quoting from Lt. DICK LAHR'’s re- 
cent letter: “We have been in the Philip- 
pines for a little more than a month and 
it’s really nice country. There-are beau- 
tiful valleys and rich looking farm lands. 


Ted M. Ray, Lt. (j.g.) former district clerk 

at Beatrice now works for Admiral Halsey 

in the Japanese Theater. Ted is at present 
enjoying a thirty-day leave at home. 
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At any rate it is a welcome change from 
New Guinea. To date I have completed 
21 missions without too much trouble, 
being hit only a few times, nothing serious 
at all. However missions aren't the im- 
portant factor any more. Instead we use 
the point system, for instance, two points 
for every five hours, one point if any 
plane in the squadron is hit, etc. All in 
all it’s a much better deal and my total 
points stand at 30 to 35. Ninety-five 
gives you a ticket back to the States.” 


The Second Armored “Hell On 
Wheels” division has been frequently 
mentioned in radio reports covering the 
drive through the Siegfried Line and they 
were one of the first American units to 
arrive at the banks of the Rhine. The 
Germans, not wishing to play with them 
any more, blew up the bridges in their 
face. Already famous for their spectacu- 
lar feat of containing the northern flank 
of the American lines during the German 
drive into Belgium last December, their 
latest exploit will undoubtedly bring 
‘Hell On Wheels” first ranking among 
all armored divisions. We fully under- 


stand Major DON CUNNINGHAM's 


pride in being one of their members. 


GLORIA B. SARGENT, Lincoln traf- 
fic WAVE is at present stationed at the 
Naval barracks, 2162 Broadway, New 
York. 


A letter from Cpl. GENE GEMMELL, 
in Germany tells of his unit now being 
billeted in the homes of former German 
residents of the town. He fairly oozes sat- 
isfaction at being able to once again 
sleep in a soft bed and to eat at a real 
table while sitting on a chair. 


Christmas Day word from VIRGIL D. 
WARREN, in the Pacific, tells of it be- 
ing hot in two ways aboard his carrier 
at that time. Virgil, whose home is in 


at 4 Be 


Table Rock is the first employee to be 
awarded the Purple Heart, having been 
wounded in action last June. At that 
time serving on the carrier “Bunker Hill,” 
he received an ankle injury from a shrap- 
nel burst during one of her engagements. 
The missile had apparently first struck 
another ship and ricocheted, so the wound 
was not of serious nature. Virgil is now 
a member of the “Yorktown’s” crew. 


It’s refreshing to quote from a letter 
that gets down to specific names and dates. 
A recent one from WESLEY HAYES is 
a good example; he writes: “At present 
I am at sea onan LST going tp. _i7// 
lwasin sf. 
months and before that I spent iii 
months in i” Wes is a mem- 
ber of the MN, sand we hope to 


hear from him as soon as he arrives in 


aaa 
Major “FRITZ” NOBLE who is in 


France, reports that he has just received 
the news that Lt. BILL MORRIS’ con- 
struction unit has been assigned to operate 
from Fritz’s headquarters. The major goes 
on to say, “After five months of rain, 
snow and grey weather, we eked out two 
days of sunshine. History tells us that 
there has been fighting back and forth 
over this region since about 700 to 800 
A.D. and IJ have been trying to determine 
why. The answer will never be found, 
for there isn’t any.” 

TED RAY Le. (j.g.) who, by virtue of 
his combat promotion, is our only sea- 
going officer, is home on thirty-day leave. 
In a very pointed interview by the “News” 
staff, only two facts seemed to emerge; 

He has been away, and 2: Now he’s 
back. This, of course, conforms exactly 


Cpl. Hugh LaMaster, construction depart- 

ment, was among the first to answer the 

call to the colors. He is with headquarters 

company of the Ist Infantry, now in the 
Western Pacific. 


with former efforts to interview returning 
officers in the hope of obtaining choice 
and newsy items for the column. Ted 
looks well and has earned an imposing 
array of bars and major engagement stars, 
among which is the ribbon denoting his 
service in World War I. 


It’s good to know that it is now CAP- 
TAIN ARTHUR W. HOLCOMB and 
the “News” offers sincere congratulations 
upon the fine promotion. Art's descrip- 
tion of the English town in which he lives 
is one of the best we have seen. “It is the 
typical American movie version of Lon- 
don, in miniature, with the night life miss- 
ing,” writes Art, “We have the London 
fogs and the continual mists and rain, 
which are good for the complexion but 
bad for the disposition. The first thing 
that strikes the eye is the almost unbe- 
lieveable number of chimneys which jut 
out from every roof top, the reason is that 
there is no such thing as central heating, 
and each room must depend upon its fire- 
place for heat. The town is very old 
and dates back about seven hundred years. 
In olden times it was quite an important 
town, and one of the stage coach stops 
between Scotland and London. Some of 
the inns of those times still stand, but 
unluckily, none of the wine. Most of 
the roads are of cobblestone, and some as 


S/Sgt. Wilma McIntire was the first em- 
Ployee of the gentle sex to enter service. 
She hails from the Lincoln business office. 


old as the town itself. 
All roads lead to a 
square, which is the 
heart of the town. 
Approaching the town 
from any direction, if 
one keeps walking 
downhill they will eventually find them- 
selves in the square.” 

Pvt. DARLYNE MUELLER home on 
furlough prior to her assignment to Over’ 
seas duty, had the great misfortune to fall 
and break her ankle. She has been hos 
pitalized at the Lincoln army air field, 
and is greatly worried that her injury may 
preclude her receiving another chance at 
foreign service. 


Pfc. CLOYD D. BUCKNELL, of the 
145 Armored Signal Company, wrote 
these words just before the opening of the 
allied offensive in their sweep to the 
Rhine. “Somewhere in Holland: The 
war over here is going pretty good, I 
guess. The Russians certainly are going 
to town and one of these days you'll 
read about us taking off in the same man- 
ner—and this outfit will probably lead 
the parade. We led it across France from 
St. Lo to the Falaise Gap and were the 
first American troops in Germany. Our 
combat team was there, too. I know 
what that Siegfried Line looks like, as I 
laid wire clear through it, but you can bet 
your life we didn’t bother to pick it up 
when we left. . A combat team is a 
pretty cnmoriant. piece of machinery. So 
many times there is no means of com- 
munication except by wire because of 
radio silence. In battle we have more 
troube cases than we can take care of, for 
artillery and patrols sure play heck with 
wire. Sometimes we get as much as three 
hours sleep out of twenty-four. Through- 
out the running battle of France, our wire 
team was often the first troops in a 
village.” 

A fine letter was received from Cpl. 
LLOYD CLEVELAND, and would have 
been printed except that there were three 
words in it that cannot be found in the 
dictionary. No one seems to know what 
they mean, and definitely they were not 
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(Left) Two of Bert Huddleston’s three sons in service are shown 
at a reunion in Washington, D. C. At left is Sgt. “Bill” of the Ma- 
rines, and at right Capt. Tom, of the Engineers. 


(Below) Pfc. Leland Rauch, whose head is just visible over the top 
of the wall, is following through with his telephone work in the 
campaign of Italy. Leland is the brother of Russell Rauch, ware- 
house foreman, and is a former construction department lineman. 


part of the Cleveland vocabulary when he 
left. Probably the corporal was tossing 
in a bit of Ubangi, to get the right shade 
of meaning. He is able. for the first time, 
to pin-point his location in Africa as 
Accra, on the Gold Coast. 

Pfc. HAROLD BRADY, who has spent 
his entire army career among the logs and 
salmon of the Northwest country, has 
been moved to Camp Sibert, Alabama. A 
mystifying part of the change of address is 
that Harold is now part of a unit known 
as “396 M.P.” which, as every G.I. knows, 
means “Military Police.” It’s a definite 
stretch for the imagination to conceive 
a picture of Harold as a tough M.P. but 
he may have been selected for his ability 
to win the most of his arguments through 
his famous power of oral persuasion. 

RECENT PROMOTIONS 
JOHN FISCHER, S/Sgt. to T/Sgt. 
A. W. HOLCOMB, Ist Lt. to Capt. 
RICHARD L. PIERSOL, Pvt. to Cpl. 
GLORIA B. SARGENT, A.§ to §/2 C. 
CECIL SMALLEY. Pvt: to 1/5. 


Pvt. Bonnie B. Harrington is the Hastings 
traffic department’s recent contribution to 
the war effort. 


PIONEER PARTY 


(For Women Only) 


ELL, sir, the lady Pioneers finally 
“up and done it.” Miscellaneous 
rumors and around-the-corner gossip 
have had it for some time now that 


ee 


Myrtle Hiner ushered in the evenings en- 
terftainment following the dinner as master 
of ceremonies. With her at the table are, 
left to right, Elsie Anderson, Huldah 
Gessner and Della Wilcox. 


they were planning a party to which 
no one but members of their own 
kind would be invited, but nobody 
took very serious account of such 
talk. However, they have now 
proved once again, as if we “mere 
men’ needed any evidence, that 
when a woman sets her mind to 
something, you might just as well 
stand meekly to one side and let 
nature take its course. 


The femme fest was held in Lin- 
coln at the Y. W. C. A. on February 
9 with a company-wide attendance 
of 41. Being in the appropriate sea- 


Scenes taken during the dinner. (Above) Front row, left to righi, 
Myrtle Smith, Ella Hansen, Pearl Shreve, Pearl Freeman, Hattiz 
Wilcox, Rose Riggs and Edna Ragon. At the back table facing the 
camera are Frances Virgil (at end of table), Helen Pickard, Lillian 
Harper, Bridget Divis, Laura Douty, Florence Tatman and Mina 
Jorgensen. Cecile Anderson gives the camera a side view in the 


foreground. 


(Right) Left to right, Myrtle Smith, Ella Hansen, Pearl Shreve, 
and Pearl Freeman. In the foreground are Kathryn Rood, Beata 
Merz and Ann Seymour. 


son, the valentine held 
sway as the motif of 
the decorations with 
hearts and cupid pre- 
dominating and the 
placards shaped as val- 


entines with menus in- Your reporter’s first, and undoubtedly his last, attempt to 


side. . 


operate the complicated speed graphlex camera. Elsie An- 
derson’s head just in front of the lens seems to be about 


ia only thing in focus. The subjects, left to right, Mina 
Orgensen, Minnie Schliti, Stella Stanley, ‘Josephine’ 
Clara Jones of the Hartley and Clara Jones, the general chairman. 


Lincoln Accounting 

Department acted as general chair- 
man of the affair and Myrtle Hiner 
of the Lincoln Business Office was 
nominated as the orator of the eve- 
ning in which capacity she made not 


Enjoying a chat during the dinner are 
Helen Pickard, Lillian Harper, Bridget 
Divis and Laura Douty. 


only the best but the only speech 
on the program. 

Miss Jones’ face was slightly on 
the pinkish side when the door prizes 
were drawn and it was discovered 
that the three 
winners, Laura 
Sires, Grace 


Hauschild and 


Frances Virgil all 
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were members of her own depart- 
ment. The ladies of the ledger, 
however, stoutly maintain their strict 
and absolute innocence of anything 
resembling connivance. 

Following a delicious chicken din- 
ner, the evening was devoted to an 
extremely uncomplicated game called 
Bunco which is designed to provide 
entertainment and at the same time 
allow for a maximum amount of side 
line chatter having nothing what- 
ever to do with what is going on, the 

(Continued on page 11) 


Being without official invitations, the 
“News” staff had to resort to subterfuge in 
order to get into the party undetected. 


“Don’t bank too much on this shot, girls,’” remarks Beatrice Rohrer, 
as Shirley Barth prepares to uncork a fancy combination. Although 
it was their first attempt at billiards, nobody that we know of 
ended up behind the eight ball. Left to right they are, Mattie and 


their first game 
of pool, with 
Jean Steffen, 
who proved to 


be an old hand 


Arvera Petersen. Mary Benner, Doris Steffen, Katherine Outhier, 
Shirley Barth, Beatrice Rohrer, Helen Nowka and Lauretta Einspahr. at the game, 


Lee the lights and a 
days routine, the Traffic and 
Commercial girls got together for an 
extra special Valentine party. At 


Our sincere appreciation to 
Mattie Petersen and Betty Hager 
for the splendid write up of the 
story and to the Hastings Tribune 
for the photographs. 


about eight-thirty, February 15, a 
number of things started taking place 
with the tempo of “Tico-tico” turn- 
ing the rumpus room into a rhumba 
room. Not forgetting the “8” ball, 
some of the girls went over big at 


(Right) Prying into the mys- 
teries of “Scrambles” are, 
left to right, Wilma Grupe, 
Merlie Markuson, Melba 
Richards and Betty Hager. 
Will you please face the cam- 
era, Miss Hager. 


tele 


Fiving some 
good pointers on how the game 
should be played. Midst all the hustle 


2 


Betty Fortner apparently is doping out 

some crafty strategy in a game of “rum- 

my” wth Minnie Schlitt (left) and Irene 
Combs. 


and bustle, the photographer 
from the Hastings Daily 
Tribune got a few good 
shots of us in action, the re- 
sults of which may be noted 


(Left) They didn’t believe what 
the ouija board told them but 
anyway it was fun asking. The 
conspirators, left to right stand- 
ing, Mary Benner, Shirley Barth, 
Mattie Petersen and Lauretta 
Einspahr; left to right seated. 
Pauline LaBarge, Helen Nowka, 
Katherine Outhier and Betty 
Collier. 


HASTINGS 


Betty Collier in a patient search for “Don’t 
Fence Me In.” 


from the accompanying pictures. 

During the aforementioned pool 
game, others gathered around the 
card tables with Minnie Schlitt at one 
table leading a game of “rummy” and 
at another Wilma Grupe was kept 
busy shooting down Miss Markuson’s 
bombers with her fighters in a game 
of “Scrambles.” 

Everyone was interested in finding 
out what only a Ouija queen can tell. 
Mrs. Helen Nowka was anxious to 
find out what Tuesday her blue- 
jacket husband would be coming 
ashore. After plenty of jive and 
jabber, we took time out for the 
“pause that refreshes” which con- 
sisted of hot dogs, potato chips, 
doughnuts and “cokes.” 

At the end of the evening, the girls 
holding the lucky numbers were 
presented with gifts. After a few 
more shots of pool and the traditional 
strains of “Home Sweet Home,” we 
departed at a late hour having de- 
cided it was the end of a perfect day 
and looking forward to another such 


The committee in charge included 
Mattie Petersen, Katherine Outhier, 
Mrs. Helen Nowka and Mrs. Pauline 
LaBarge. 


T/Sgt. Harvey W. Doyle, son of Mrs. Laura 


Myers, chief operator-cashier at Surprise. 


FAMILY 


Telephone service is a tangible thing, 
made up of innumerable small units of 
labor and fleeting events; a signal light 
flashes, a lag wrench is turned, a meter 
reading is taken. The army of telephone 
employees on the home front who per- 
form these minor tasks and watch them 
shape themselves into a pattern of per- 
formance are usually fully aware of the 
importance of their own part in providing 
wartime telephone service. 

For the speech highways are more im- 
portant today than at any time in history 
in carrying the messages of the armed 


C. e ~ ey ae a is = 


(Above) Capt. Sterling L. Dobbs, son of 
Joy Dobbs of the Construction Department, 
receiving the Distinguished Fiying Cross 
from Brig. General L. W. Johnson in 
England for “extraordinary achievement 
while serving as pilot of a B-24 aircraft on 
many bombardment missions over enemy 
occupied Europe.” He also holds the Air 
Medal wth three oak leaf clusters and a 
Unit Citation. 


(Right) 1. Cpl. and Mirs. Odell Meyer of 
York. 2. Roland S. Miers of the Merchant 
Marine, son of Geroge Miers of Seward. 
3. Pfc. Robert Borin, son of Mrs. Martha 
Borin of the Lincoln business office, 
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‘ Edgar R. Apking, Storekeeper 2/c, son of 


H. F. Apking, Hebron Plant Department. 


Sgt. Alvin L. Dougherty, son of Elmer T. 
Dougherty, Lincoln Service Department. 


SERVICE ALBUM 


forces, war plants and separated families, 
but many of us will never realize the sheer 
joy that can be transmitted over a wire 
until that day when we hear a voice say 
Hello—it’s me—I’m HOME!” At the 
other end of the wire may be one of the 
boys shown here, most of whom are now 
fighting on foreign soil or sailing far-off 
seas. They are members of our immediate 
telephone family, sons, daughters, fathers 
or husbands of telephone employees. We 
will meet many more of them in future 
issues of the “News.” 

ROLAND MIERS of the Merchant 
Marine entered service January 13, 1942 
and in his sailings has left 125,000 miles 
of the sea behind him. His ship was 
bombed while off the African coast and 
has weathered many tropical storms. He 
is the son of George Miers, combination- 
man at Seward. 


Pfc. ROBERT B. BORIN serves in 


regimental headquarters company of the 
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infantry in the South Pacific. His term 
of service dates from June, 1943. His 
mother, Martha Borin is a member of the 
local commercial department in Lincoln. 


Cpl. ODELL C. MEYER, who is a 
radio operator and gunner in a tank, en- 
tered the army on November 9, 1942. He 
is assigned to the ninth armored division 
and now reports from “Somewhere in 
Germany.” His wife, Marie F. Meyer is 
an A and L operator at York. 


Storekeeper, 2/C EDGAR R. APKING 
began his naval career on October 6, 1943. 
He is the son of H. K. Apking, switch- 
boardman at Hebron. 


Capt. STERLING DOBBS, himself a 
former employee and son of Joy Dobbs, 
construction inspector was sworn into serv’ 
ice on June 13, 1941 and is a member of 
the 44th bombardment group who have 
struck more than 200 blows against enemy 
targets. Sterling is pilot of a B-24 bomber 
and holds the distinguished flying cross, 
the air medal with three oak leaf clusters 


and unit citation. He flew the command 
pilot and wing lead of 96 planes last 
October 7, when 58 bombers were lost. 
T/Sgt. HARVEY W. DOYLE, of the 
army air forces is a veteran of more than 
four years service. 
Two years were 
spent in the Canal 
Zone area, and one 
edt on. be 
Rock,” an island in 
the Galapagos 
group off South 


a gunner on a B-29 
and is flying from 
the India China 


theater . . . destina- 


Pfc. H. Dale Skeen, extreme left, taken with his 
outfit of Ski-troopers while on maneuvers in North- 


America. Harvey is’ 


participated in raids over 
Germany, Poland, Aus- 
tria and France. He en- 
tered the service on 
June 25, 1943 and has 
been overseas since 
June, 1944. His father, 
Elmer Dougherty is in 
the Lincoln service de- 
partment. 

Cpl. WILLIAM H. 
PABST, husband of 
Maxine Pabst, assistant 
chief operator at Wy- 
more, is a veteran of the 


battle of St. Lo and 


(Above) An outdoor restaurant in Tocapilo, Chile, with Stew- 


many others. His di- ard John M. Cameron of the Merchant Marine, husband of 


vision, the 90th, led in 


Neva Cameron of Harvard, on extreme left. With him are 
members of his department and some native Chileans. Below, 


the campaign of Mrs. Cameron poses with her husband during a recent leave. 


Metz and in two 

days took over 10,000 prisoners. 
Their fighting qualities are highly 
respected by the enemy. Cpl. 
Pabst will complete two years of 
army service next July. 


The home of Jack Mason, of 
the Hastings plant department, 
displays a three-star service flag 
for his sons, Donald, Thomas and 
Milton. Jack himself, is a veteran 
of World War I. PO 1/C DON- 
ALD MASON has been in the 


navy for more than four years and 


ern Michigan. The mercury stood at a frigid 40° is at present: in the West Pacific. 
below. Pfc. Skeen is the husband of Louise W. PO 2/C THOMAS MASON is 


Skeen, Auburn operator. 


tion, Tokyo. His mother, Mrs. Laura 
Myers is chief operator-cashier at Surprise. 


S/Sgt. ALVIN L. DOUGHERTY, a 
tail gunner on a B-24 holds the air medal 
and oak leaf cluster and a major engage- 
ment star for the invasion of Southern 
France. Stationed at Bari, Italy, he has 


1. Cpl. William H. Pabst, husband of Mrs. Maxine Pabst of Wy- 
more. 2. and 3. From Hastings come these three pictures of Jack 


Mason and Milton Mason, a member of the Army Air Forces. 
The two sailors met recently for the first time in three years 


also in the Pacific, having been in 
those water for more than three years. 
Both boys took training at Great Lakes 
and at the Naval trade school at 
Dearborn, Michigan. MILTON JACK 
MASON joined the army air corps in 
August, 1943 and has just completed train- 
ing as a ball turret gunner and is now 
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awaiting group 
assignment 
preparatory to 
active duty. 


Pra . DALE 
SKEEN, hus- 
band of Louise 
W. Skeen, op- 
erator at Au- 
burn, is now 
serving with the 
army in Eng- 
land, having ar- 
rived there in 
July, 1944. Pfc. 
Skeen received 
his uniform on October 5, 1942. 

JOHN M. CAMERON is a steward in 
the Merchant Marine. He wears the bars 
of the Atlantic, Pacific and Mediter- 
ranean-Mid East War Zones. Since his 
entry into the service in August, 1942 he 


(Continued on page 13) 


when their ships docked at the same Pacific island. 4. T/4 Clydes L. 
Hudson, husband of Shirley Hudson, Fairbury operator. The pic- 


. ture was taken in a tea patch in India. 5, Pfc, George J. Cruick- 
Mason’s boys, left to right, PO 1/c Donald Mason, PO 2/c Thomas <pany Jr., of the 346th Infaniry Division, and Pfc. James W. 


Cruickshank of the Marine Corps, sons of George Cruickshank of 
the Wahoo Plani Depariment. 


Lavelle Giles 
Missing in Action 


Sergeant Lavelle Giles 


ITH 130.employees in military 

service in all parts of the globe 
and with many of them having seen 
action of the most hazardous and 
arduous nature, we have considered 
ourselves particularly fortunate in 
having been spared the misfortune of 
a Gold Star or “missing in action” 
casualty during the present world 
conflict. 


However, our earnest hopes of 
emerging from the War unscathed in 
this respect were dashed with the 
word received last month of Set. 
Lavelle Giles who has been reported 
missing in action since the early part 
of February. 

A radio operator and gunner on a 
B-17 Flying Fortress, he had arrived 
Overseas in December, 1944, and on 
his very first mission over enemy 
territory was shot down. With mem- 
bers of his crew, however, he man- 
aged to reach French territory and 
eventually returned to his base. His 
family at the time were greatly 
puzzled at receiving letters from 
France when they understood he was 
stationed in England. 

According to newspaper accounts, 
Berlin was given a tremendous 
pounding on February 3 and 4 and 
it is believed that he may have gone 
down in this action. Their last word 
from him was a letter dated Janu- 
ary 31. 

Lavelle was employed with our 
Company as a groundman in the 
Construction Department in May, 
1943 and entered the service in 
August of that year. He received 


his training at Amarillo, Texas; 
Yuma, Arizona; Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota and was assigned to his 
bomber crew at the Lincoln Army 
Air Field. After arriving in Eng- 
land he completed an_ orientation 
course designed to bridge the gap 
between training in the States and 
combat soldiering against the enemy 
in Germany. 


He was married in August, 1944, 
after reaching his 19th birthday, to 
Lillian Covault of Table Rock where 
his wife as well as his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Raymond Giles, now re- 
side. Our constant prayers go with 
them for the early news of his safety 
and well being. 


John Fischer Meets 

Genevieve Griffin in 

France Via Telephone 
S/Sgt. John Fischer tells of the 


great pleasure of locating a fellow 
employee when a long ways from 
home and talking over old times. His 
letter in part follows: 


“Received my ‘Oct. and Nov. 
“News” a few days ago and in the 
October issue was a _ picture of 
Genevieve Griffin who is in the same 
Air Force as I am, so I took a long 
chance and made a long distance call 
to the only place where we have 
WAC’s and sure enough, she was an 
operator there. 

“We had a long talk, about the 
Company and old times back home, 
and I tell you it makes a guy feel 
good to talk to some-one from the 
same Company you worked for and 
I have the “News” to thank for 
that.” 

We're happy our two friends got 
together and hope to be seeing them 
on this side of the Atlantic before 
too long. 


Red Cross Drive 
Over the Top 
Ae WE go to press we learn that 


Lincoln Red Cross contributions 
went over the top with 168% of 
quota on the first day of the drive. 
Four hundred and fifty-six pledges 
for $3,160.00 had been received for 
an average of $6.93 per employee. 
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Florence McKie Retires 


HE retirement of Miss Florence 
McKie, veteran Lincoln operator 
and one of the most able and valued 
employees in the traffic department, 
was announced 
on January 9. 
Her action con- 
cludes over thirty 
years of service 
during which 
time she has 
served faithfully 
and well and has 
observed the in- 
dustry grow up 
through the 
“horse and buggy” days of operation 
to the present era of communication. 
Her telephone career started at 
DeWitt during her high school 
years when she worked part time at 
the telephone switchboard. In 1912 
she went to Fairbury to begin her 
regular employment, and in May, 
1920, moved to Lincoln as a long dis- 
tance operator, which position she 
has since held. 

Ill health necessitated her with- 
drawal from active duty about a year 
ago during which time she has lived 
at home in Lincoln and has made 
definite progress toward recupera- 
tion. However, her normal vigor has 
not returned sufficiently to permit 
a return to active service. 

She plans to continue residence 
in Lincoln and we all wish her well 
in the years to come and hope for an 
early return to health. 


Florence McKie 


Ed Dorland Relays News 


of War Prisoner 
D DORLAND, Wahoo =§area 


manager and one of our most 
rabid of radio fans, recently turned 
his hobby to good advantage when 
he heard the German broadcaster 
announce the name of William Boyd 
of Verdon, Nebraska as a prisoner 
of war. Ed immediately telephoned 
the chief operator at Verdon who 
notified Mrs. Boyd. The Boyd fam- 
ily resides on a farm near Verdon 
and hadn’t received any word con- 


cerning Mr. Boyd since he was re-. 


ported missing in action some time 
ago. 


Hawaiin Telephone 


Executive Pays Us a Visit 


ee latter part of January marked 
the event of a most pleasant and 
educational visit with Mr. Charles A. 
Ziering of Honolulu, who holds the 
position of assist- 
ant to the plant 
manager with 
the Mutual Tele- 
phone Company 
of Hawaii. Mr. 
Ziering stopped 
over in Lincoln 
for two days as 
part of the itiner- 
ary of a com: 
bined business 
and pleasure trip to the “mainland,” 
as he put it. He also visited a num- 
ber of telephone companies in other 
states in an inspection of properties 
and equipment together with opera- 
tional methods and to engage in a 
reciprocal exchange of ideas. 


Charles A. Ziering 


The Mutual Company, which is 
privately owned, provides service for 
all the islands with exchanges located 
on five. The principal exchange 
serves the island of Oahu on which 
Honolulu is situated. Service on 
Oahu is dial even to the rural lines 
and in the other exchanges is partial- 
ly dial, according to his account, with 
inter-island communication provided 
by means of radio facilities. 


The attack on Pearl Harbor, lo- 
cated just six miles from Honolulu, 
resulted in much feverish activity 
and plenty of headaches for the tele- 
phone people. Many special instal- 
lations were required by the Army 
and Navy together with much repair 
work and restoration of facilities. 
Telephones were installed first and 
such minor details as the issuance of 
orders were attended to later, he re- 
lated, and it was quite some time be- 
fore operations resumed a semblance 
of normal routine. The air battle 
was plainly visible from the tele- 
phone office and many planes were 
seen to fall amid the burst of anti- 
aircraft fire and the smoke from 
burning ships and shore installations. 


“Chuck,” as he preferred to be 
called, though rather serious-minded, 
was most friendly and congenial and 


thoroughly likeable in every respect. 
He gave one the impression that he 
knew what he was here for and 
what he was attempting to accom- 
plish. 

Most of his ideas and notions we 
found to be definitely well-founded, 
with one exception which perhaps is 
worthy of note. Being a graduate of 
the University of Minnesota he had 
the misguided illusion that the 
“Gophers” put out better football 
teams than may be found around 
these parts. However, such assertions 
were waved aside with knowing nods 
and charged off as malicious propa- 
ganda. 

He leads a rugged life as far as 
living conditions are concerned, mak- 
ing his home in the Royal Hawaiian 
Hotel just a block from Waikiki 
Beach. The temperature there ranges 
from 70 to 90 although occassion- 
ally it will plummet down to a snappy 
65 and all the natives go around 
shivering. If we didn’t know him 
better we might believe that he 
scheduled his trip at this particular 
season in order to plague us with 
such tales. 


PIONEER PARTY 
(Continued from page 6) 


same, of course, always being a prime 
requisite whenever members of the 
fair sex get together. 

The “women only” angle posed a 
considerable problem for the “News” 
staff, which naturally desired to cov- 
er the affair but were without invita- 
tions. However, by means of care- 
fully contrived disguises the feat was 
accomplished without detection. 

One of the most remarkable 
aspects of the gathering was the 
widespread interest that it created. 
Emulating the spirit of Pioneers of 
other days they were undaunted by 
such incidentals as time, space or 
traveling conditions and many found 
themselves returning home in the 
wee, small hours. 

Committeewomen’ who = assisted 
with arrangements were MHuldah 
Gessner, entertainment; Myrtle 
Hiner, dinner; Cecile Anderson, re- 
ception; Lula Kloepper, publicity; 
and Elsie Powell and Margaret 
Francis, decorations. 
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New Associate Editors 
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Lorraine Wolf 


Ruth Clark 


\\ (i TAKE pleasure in introducing 
our two new associate editors, 
Mrs. Lorraine Wolf of the Lincoln 
business office, and Miss Ruth Clark 
of the general commercial office. 
Both became duly initiated into the 
ancient and honorable order of 
scribes with this month’s issue of the 
“News” in which reports of their 
respective departments appear. 


Mrs. Wolf succeeds Betty Roeder 
whose retirement from the editorial 
position was necessitated by her en- 
rollment for part time study at the 
University of Nebraska, and Miss 
Clark takes over for the general of- 
fices following the resignation of 
Mrs. Ramona Wendland, the former 
associate editor. 

Mrs. Wolf is a service representa- 
tive in the Lincoln business office 
and Miss Clark recently was made 
stenographer for the advertising 
manager. 


Mutual Benefit Claims 


The Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association paid the follow- 
ing claims during February: J. M. 
Abrams, Plattsmouth, $26.50; Elmer 
Neujahr, Wahoo, $8.00; and Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice, $30.50. 


Better Skip It 


Art Balderson: “Let me have some 
winter underwear.” 

Clerk: “Yes, sir. How long would 
you like them?” 

Art: “I don’t want to rent them, 
I want to buy them.” 

Pappa Gnu came home = and 
Mamma Gnu looked up at him shyly, 
then said, “I’ve got Gnus for you.” 


Beatrice War Plant Destroyed By Fire 


ICTURED below are scenes taken during the disaster of February 9, 
described as the worst fire in the history of Beatrice, which destroyed the 
plant of the Beatrice Steel Tank Manufacturing Company. 


(Right) This picture 
graphically illustrates 
the ravages of the 
fire as it swept 
through the main 
Plant with the roof 
and ceiling structure 
engulfed with flames. 
Wires and heat warp- 
ed steel may be seen 
through the windows. 


—-Photo courtesy Beatrice 


Times. 


(Left) The blaze had 
passed the peak of its 
intensity when this 
Picture was taken. 
Much valuable alumi- 
num was stored in 
the warehouse at 
right and the flames 
at this point appear- 
ed to be cast with 
white. 


—Photo courtesy Beatrice 


Sun. 


This company was the first Beatrice manufacturer to go into war goods 
production and the continuing efficiency and excellence of its record is 
attested by the Army-Navy “E” awards which it displays. It has for some 
time manufactured depth charges and 16 inch powder tanks for the Navy. 

The destruction represents a serious loss to the company and to its per- 
sonnel as well as to the community of Beatrice, however, the management 
hopes to resume operations as soon as plans for reconstruction can be 


completed. 


The telephone system did not include a switchboard and most of our 


equipment was salvaged. 


Orchids From the 
Johnson County Courier 
UR sincere appreciation goes to 
the Johnson County Courier for 
a bit of commendation which ap- 
peared in its columns recently in 
connection with a statement concern- 
ing our Company. The statement 
read, “The Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company is one of the 
best in the state, in our estimation, 


and maintains highest quality of 
cheerful service at all times. It is a 
service not always appreciated by its 
patrons, who take it for granted, hav- 
ing become accustomed to it over a 
long period of time.” 

The Courier was established re- 
cently in Sterling by Mr. Marion 
Packwood, formerly a publisher in 
Cook, and has already become well 
established in the community life of 
Sterling, 
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Bill Quinn Tells of 


Soldiering In France 


ROM the numerous welcome let- 

ters received from the folks over- 
seas we select the following from 
S/Sgt. Bill Quinn as typical of the 
experiences of many: 


“We've now been on the front 
lines for about one month. We are 
fighting with the 7th Army and have 
just completed a push thru the 
Vosges Mountains. This mountain 
fighting is really a rugged business 
and I’m glad it is over with. One 
has to be too much like a pack-mule 
and those mountains are steep. My 
first baptism of fire was a lulu—an 
experience I won't soon forget. 


“We fare pretty well at times over 
here depending on the situation. 
Sometimes when we take a town we 
stay in houses or in the hay-lofts of 
barns. Other times we live in fox- 
holes which of course isn’t quite so 
desirable. At first we were more in 
French Territory and the people 
were overly friendly and glad to help 
us out. Now, however, we are in 
territory where the people are both 
French and German. Many have 
relatives fighting with the Krauts. 
In those cases they aren't quite so 
glad to see us. These French and 
German languages really have me 
screwed up. It is a riot to try bar- 
gaining for a loaf of bread or a bottle 


of wine. 


“The country as a whole is very 
beautiful and picturesque — if one 
had time to view it from that angle. 
Most buildings include both the 
house and the barn which makes a 
rather bad situation. Oh, by the 
way—a rather humorous sight I saw 
while in Marseilles. I noticed that 
most of the phone booths had been 
converted into toilets. So you might 
tell your subscribers they aren't half 
bad off in spite of all the restrictions. 
Just thought I’d mention it. 


““T have been assigned as a squad 
leader in a rifle platoon and I just 
made Staff Set. It isa rough job but 
I like it. I don’t plan on losing these 


stripes like I did before. (Ha)”’ 


Keep the letters coming folks. We 
certainly enjoy hearing from you. 


Williams Receives Nation- 


al Safety Council Award 


ae grand prize for January in the 
calendar contest known as 
“What's Wrong With This Picture” 
conducted by the National Safety 
Council was won this year by L. C. 
“Smick” Williams, Stromsburg com- 
binationman, according to a letter 
received from Paul Jones, director of 
public information. 

In commenting on the award, 
which consists of a one hundred dol- 
lar war bond, Mr. Jones said in part, 
“We know Mr. William’s ability to 
recognize accident hazards is a tribute 
to the effectiveness of the safety pro- 
gram you-conduct, and we hope his 
success in this contest will inspire 
many of your employees to take part 
in the remaining contests announced 
in our 1945 safety calendars.” 

Mr. Williams was informed of his 
success in a letter of commendation 
from F. E. Behm, general plant super- 
intendent, who said in part, “You 
would certainly not have been able to 
win a prize of this sort, unless you 
had paid particular attention to the 
accident hazards, which confront 
most of us every day. 

“Please accept my sincere con- 
gratulations on the winning of the 
contest ‘What's wrong with this 
picture.’ ” 


Family Service Album 
(Continued from page 9) 


has seen and written of many strange 
sights in the lands he has visited, 
among them was the sight of the mi- 
gration of the Egyptian tree crabs, 
millions of them, on their pilgrimage 
to the sea. His wife, Neva C. Cam- 
eron is an operator at Harvard. 

T/4 CLYDES L. HUDSON is a 
member of the aviation ordnance 
section of the army air forces and has 
been in the service since April, 1941. 
His wife, Shirley E. Hudson is desk 
operator at Fairbury. Clydes wears 
the Asiatic and American Defense 
bars and the Good Conduct medal. 

George C. Cruickshank, combina- 
tionman, Wahoo, has two sons in 
service. Pfc. GEORGE CRUICK- 
SHANK, Jr., is a member of the 


346th infantry division and is serving 


Western Electric Completes 1000th Bay 


sae 1000th telephone bay to be 

manufactured by the Western 
Electric Company at Lincoln is pic- 
tured here on its way through the 
line nearing completion. Western 
Electric began operations in Lincoln 
in February, 1944 and since that 
time its production of vital communi- 
cations equipment has made it one 
of the leading war plants in L. T. & 
T. territory. 

The Store Kraft Manufacturing 
Company in Beatrice, another major 
war plant, manufactures the wooden 
cases and assembles the mounting 
hardware for these bays. Their em- 
ployees take pride in the fact that 
this, as well as most other production 
in the plant, carries the top priority 
of AA-1l. Storekrafters refer to the 
cases as “Hitler Coffins.” 


in the European Theater, dating his 
period of service from July 28, 1943. 
Pfc. JAMES W. CRUICKSHANK 
is with the Marines in the Pacific. 
He joined the corps October 12, 
1943. 


SEWARD PARTY 


(Continued from page 3) 


The unquestioned high light of the 
frivolity was the presentation by 
Chris Haberman to Guy Seaton, in 
token of the esteem of the Seward 
area and in appreciation for his ef- 
forts, of a.pair of lace trimmed “un- 
mentionables,” which Mr. Seaton not 
only unblushingly accepted but wore 
for the rest of the night. 

The occasion marked the experi- 
ence of one of the most doleful and 
depressing events ever to bow the 
tottering frame of your reporter. 
After much cunning conniving, we 
were prevailed upon to do our “paper 
through the hat” trick in usual ama- 
teur fashion, only to be completely 
outdone and eclipsed by, of all peo- 
ple in the world, Joe Hartley, who 
borrowed our handkerchief, stuffed 
a lighted cigarette in it and made it 
disappear. We didn’t mind so much 
being shown up by an_ honest-to- 
goodness magician like “Smick” Wil- 
liams at York, but to have Hartley 
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Mary Schumacher, wireman, and 

Mary Beach, inspector, give “Num- 

ber 1,000” the final touches as it 
goes through the line. 


do it—it will hang over us like a 
black cloud for the rest of our life. 

Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward chief 
operator, turned up as the principal 
casualty, insofar as could be ob- 
served, when she learned the hard 
way during the bean bag swinging 
event that it is much less complicated 
to jump up in the air and come down 
on both feet than otherwise. 

The aggregate result of the bond 
drive throughout the organization 
was highly laudable, according to 
Mr. Seaton, who said that through 
the combined efforts of all em- 
ployees, and particularly the team 
captains and leaders, the recent cam- 
paign had been brought to such a 
successful conclusion. “They not 
only made the quota set for them 
by the United States Treasury De- 
partment, which was a $100 bond 
for each employee, and called for an 
investment of $82,500.00 but ex- 
ceeded it by investing $91,730.00, 
which surpassed the record made in 
any of our previous drives.” This 
achievement was recognized and 
commended in a letter of apprecia- 
tion received from the Industrial Di- 
vision of the War Bond Sales De- 
partment of the U. 5S. Treasury, a 
fact which should be a source of 
pride and gratification to the entire 


organization. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


F. J. Bettenhausen 
Nebraska City Lincoln 


John Ruppel 


30 Years 25 Years 


Forty-Two Years 
Frank H. Woods, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
Amelia Aden, Wilber; W. C. Lant, 
Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Four Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Two Years 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
P. A. Schmeltzer, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 


Maude C. Davis, Pickrell; John Ruppel, 
Nebraska City. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, Lin- 


coln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Elsie M. Anderson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 


H. S. Knudson, LeRoy W. Winscot, 
Lincoln; Belle Meester, Hastings. 


Twenty-Five Years 
F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln; Frank Nevitt, 
Beatrice. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Lula Kloepper, Lincoln; Marguerite 
Lockhart, Syracuse; L. C. Williams, 
Stromsburg. 


Twenty-ITwo Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 


Nineteen Years 


D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
Martha Borin, Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
H. W. Stroup, Military Service. 
Sixteen Years 
Vera E. Clark, Aubun; P. J. Guelker, 
P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln; Mollie M. Mc- 
Knight, Table Rock. 


D. D. Eckles Madeline Troudt 
Nelson Superior 
20 Years 15 Years 


Fifteen Wisie 
Alice M. Peters, Friend; Madeline M. 
Troudt, Superior. 


Fourteen Years 
Irene Lind, Stromsburg. 


Twelve Years 


Ruth Maier, Louisville. 


Eleven Years 
Ethel Armstrong, Ashland; W. F. 
Grant, Beatrice; J. H. Roland, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 
Helen Wehmer, Sterling. 


Six Years 
Jaunita Schleif, Nelson. 


Five Years 
Frances M. Harmon, Superior. 


“Blessed Events” 
Mr. and Mrs. 


Ivan Olson of 
Lincoln are the 


XO 
roserete, 
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very proud par- 
ents of twin 
daughters, Gene- 
vieve & Geneva, 
born January 23. 
Mr. Olson is a 
member of the Supply Department. 
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AN ! a 
Journey's End 

MRS. ELIZABETH FRANK- 
HAUSER, stepmother of Rose 
Frankhauser, assistant chief opera- 
tor at Humoldt, passed away at her 
rural home south of Humboldt, 
January 16. 


MRS. CLARA OJERS, mother of 
R. H. Ojers, area manager at Ne- 
braska City, passed away at her 
home in Crete, February 24, after 
suffering a stroke a week before. 
Funeral services were held in Crete 
on February 27. 
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“Happiness Ahead” 


eae Loetta Hartley 
MEO SEAS «=6Oof the Hebron 

: SEES Traffic Depart- 
ment became the 
bride of Cpl. 
Louis Behringer, 
of the Bruning 
Army Air Field, 
February 2 at 
Belleville, Kan- 
sas. The couple 
will reside in Hebron and Mrs. 
Behringer will continue her work. 

e ®@ 

Oscar Lewis of the Supply Depart- 
ment was married February 8, to 
Mrs. Meredith Warren. The couple 
will reside in Lincoln. 

e ®@ 

The marriage of Leona Gausman 
and Sgt. C. J. Thraser took place at 
Belleville, Kansas, January 22, in the 
Baptist Church. Sgt. Thraser has 
just returned from 314 years in the 
Pacific and is now stationed at Dal- 
hart, Texas, where the couple will 
reside. Before her marriage, Mrs. 
Thraser was an operator at Hebron. 

e @ 

Geraldine Sherman of the Has- 
tings Traffic Department was mar- 
ried to Pfc. Bill Hatcher, February 3 
at Hastings. Pfc. Hatcher has just 
returned from two years duty over- 
seas. 

e@ ® 

Juanita Kvasnicka, operator at He- 
bron, and Sgt. V. L. Pyland were 
married February 1, at Belleville, 
Kansas, by Judge Vannetta. Sgt. 
Pyland is stationed at the Fairmont 
Army Air iFeld. 

e@ ®@ 
Wedding bells rang out on February 
16, for Ruth Ernst of the Hebron 
Traffic Department and Pfc. Charles 
Robuck at the Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Amarillo, Texas. The 
couple are residing in Dalhart, Texas, 
where the groom is stationed. 

eo @ 

The wedding of Miss Deloris Gary 
of the Lincoln Traffic Department 
and Mr. Gordon Long of Ogallala 
took place January 27 at Marysville, 
Kansas. Mr. Long plans to leave for 
the army in the near future. 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


““A Nebraska Company Serving Its People’’ 


The Family Service Album 


ITH this issue of the “News” we 


present the first in a series of 
stories featuring the adventures, ex- 
periences and events concerning the 
near relatives in military service of 
our employes. Space limitations nec- 
essarily will restrict those depicted to 
the sons, daughters, husbands and 
fathers of our folks (Oh, yes, and we 
have one mother of an employee who 
is a WAC and whose story will ap- 
pear soon). 

Our recent request for pictures 
and details brought in such a wealth 
of material that it was readily appar- 
ent that it could not possibly be used 
to advantage in one issue. For that 
reason we start this month with a 
two-page feature and, according to 
present plans, will run one page on 
this subject each month hereafter as 
long as the supply of material con- 
tinues. 

Please send along any new infor- 
mation of interest and we will do our 
best te tell the story of the great job 
these folks are doing. 


Here and There 
. B. SMITH reports that a former 
groundman in his “floating” con- 
struction gang, Norman E. Dilworth, 
is now with the Army in the Pacific 
and when last heard from was engag- 
ing in the Philippines campaign. His 
mother, Mrs. Nora Dilworth, was 
the former chief operator at Bennet. 
Margaret Armogast, former night 
operator at Carleton and sister of 
Florence Armogast, Davy chief op- 
erator, died on January 4 at Fair- 
bury. 
Aldean Wood, former operator at 
Syracuse and Nebraska City and 


later a stenographer in the Lincoln 
business office was married on 
February 24 to Lt. Henry A. Sim- 
mons at Pearl City, Oahu, Hawaii. 

L. P. Mapel, retired Seward man- 
ager, arrived in Seward from Cali- 
fornia for a visit the first part of 


March. 
A letter from Claude Walker in- 


forms us he is enjoying his visit in 
El Cerrito, California and that he has 


contacted a number of L. T. & T._ 


friends out there. He expects to re- 
turn to Lincoln about April 1. 


Thirty-two Hastings employees 
were X-rayed during the week of 
February 18 by the Public Health 
Service. (We wonder if Ralph Wait 


ever found those teeth). 


Mrs. Watson, Lincoln Cafeteria 
Matron, states that sometimes mak- 
ing enough coffee for all the drips 
gets to be quite a grind. 


Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Caldwell re- 
turned to their home in Clay Center 
after spending two weeks at Phoenix, 
Arizona. Perry has been in ill health 
for some time. 


Mr. and Mrs. Vern Campbell were 
guests of honor at a surprise party 
on the occasion of their 25th wed- 
ding anniversary. 


We understand that the York 
police department is placing parking 
signs on the street to keep innocent 
and well-intentioned strangers from 
running afoul of the law. 


SUMMARY OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 


Made to the Department of Banking, 
State of Nebraska by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Employes Co-operative Credit Asso- 
ciation of Lincoln, Nebraska, at the close 
of business December 31, 1944. 


RESOURCES 

Loans to Memberrs.........................so000: $ 29,775.03 
Federal, State and Municipal 

PROTOS © nsinatss cosvtrentatepeanctateo eect Benet ode 35,000.00 
Other Approval Investments........ 25,433.01 
Cash on Hand and Due from 

PS specter ieee echednd eetesgees 48 765.64 
Other Resources. .........0.0... cece cee 480.98 

gt ic) 2 1 Re ne a SCE $139 .454.66 

LIABILITIES 

Share Capital Paid in by 

11; (59013 (<2 2. See ORE ONE ee ER $ 18,989.00 
Deposits of Members.......0..00000000...... 106,409.47 
Special Deposit (War Bond Ac- 

POUITIEY -cehacsh edit idee cas oo 10,948.25 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve for 

Contingencies) ............. shea teas 2,057.82 
UNGIVIdER POETS  scosecicccscivccctdececsecss 395.74 
Other Liabilities (Unearned In- 

ROTGSD cecerci ue taeda a 654.38 

PONTE « Scestc caletncicadas deveseeicn sue brcctnatonibarcavec $139 454.66 
STATE OF NEBRASKA 
County of Lancaster { ss. 


We, the President, the Secretary, and a 
majority of the Supervisory Committee of 
the Lincoln Telephone Employes Co-op- 
erative Credit Association of Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, do solemnly swear that the fore- 
going statement of condition of the said 
association is true and correct, to the best 
of our knowledge and belief. 


I. J. DEVOE 

H. W. POTTER 

F. M. STRASSER 
Supervisory Committee. 

F. E. BEHM, President. 

R. H. SPOHN, Secretary. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
3lst day of January, 1945. 
(Seal) M. W. FRANKLIN 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires April 2, 1948. 


————— — as 


The Signal Corps in the Philippines 


Telephone communi- 
cations continue to be of 
vital importance in all 
campaigns in this war 
and the invasion of Lu- 
zon in the Philippines 
was no exception. The 
Signal Corps kept pace 
with MacArthur’s hard 
driving columns from 
Lingayen to Manila and, 
traditionally, the mes- 
sages went through on 
schedule. 

Signal Sgt. James Mc- 


Cants is shown here 
stringing wire at Lin- 
gayen with a _ bomb- 
gouged Capitol Building 
as a backdrop. 


—Signal Corps Photo from Acme. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
Ashland 


Agnes Moran is spending several days 
in Chicago with her husband, Pvt. Ernest 
Moran. ... Cpl. Chilton Bryant spent the 
week-end of February 17, with his wife, 
Lorraine Bryant. ... Miss Rowley of Lin- 
coln spent the last week in January with 
the Ashland Traffic Department. ... Lura 
Blackman received a valentine greeting, 
by cable, from her son, Cpl. Glen Black- 
man, somewhere overseas. 


David City 


Oh, Heaven Forbid!!! Not another vaca- 
tion. Please, anything but that. But that 
is just what it is. Merna Stewart, Assist- 
ant Chief, jumped the gun this year and 
took off to Denver. When we warned 
her about coming back with a ‘Mrs.” 
tacked on the front of her name, she 
just looked at us with that Cheshire cat 
grin and said absolutely nothing. Only 
time and the boy friend, Hank, will tell. 
. . . During Miss Seymour’s recent visit, 
the gals had quite a party in the down- 
stairs game room. Some of them com- 
plained about late hours, and it couldn’t 
have been ’cause midnight is the dead- 
line, or do you hold some secret of your 
own. ... This story concerns the ‘‘Catas- 
trophe of Position Four.’ We heard Beth 
Hoeft exclaiming the other day. “I had 
"em. I started out with ’em. Did I lose 
‘em on the way to work?’’ Nobody thought 
to question her at the moment, but when 
she got up to go on relief, she found ’em. 
Was her face pink! (I said her face.) 
We all sympathize with you, Bethie, ’cause 
after all there is a war on... . When 
questioning two of the girls about what 
they were doing running around the 
streets in their pajamas at midnight in 
zero weather, their answer was that they 
got routed out by the fire. That’s a good 
enough answer, but I didn’t see any fire. 
All I saw was smoke. ... We’ve put down 
the welcome mat again for a new operator. 
Welcome, Vernetta Novell, and the best 
of luck to you. 


Louisville 


Elsa Hornbeck, operator at Louisville, is 
reported on the sick list. 


Nebraska City 


We all saw in the Nebraska City ‘Daily 
News,” that Mr. Letellier’s daughter 
Evelyn, S 1/e of the U. S. N., was united 
in marriage at Sanford, Fla. to Frederick 
Y. Denson, Ptr. 2/c. Congratulations, 
Evelyn, and best of luck to you both. 
Evelyn was formerly a ‘‘Hello” girl. ... 


Art Lamberson, formerly of the Plant De- 
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partment, is seen quite frequently in Ne- 
braska City. Wonder what the attraction 
is. (Of course now we all Know Art has 
relatives there, but!! ... .) Johnson and 
Brown had a wonderful time _ seeing 
Omaha, the week-end of the 17th. From 
what we heard, they “Done a good job!” 
(Seeing the town of course.) ? .. While 
Johnson and Brown were enjoying Omaha, 
poor Eunice Segelke had a swell time help- 
ing her sister at Syracuse cook dinner for 
forty relatives. Why Eunice, we didn’t 
know you could cook. How about it, 
wouldn't you like to prove it to us? .... 
Maxine Meyer spent the week-end in 
Plattsmouth, while Mary Ross did the 
family wash. . . Almost forgot to tell 
“you all.”” The Telephone gals enjoyed a 
party that was given for Mary McKenzie 
who joined the WAVES. One of the guests 
at the party was our former Toll Instruc- 
tor, Nadine Borland, who left us quite some 
time ago. She looks as though she was 
doing all right for herself too. . . . Miriam 
Haase and Elaine Hoffman, of the Traf- 
fic Department and Ivan (Shorty) Living- 
ston and Mrs. Livingston were invited to 
the Gilmans for a fish supper. From what 
they said, Mrs. Gilman really did all right 
in frying the fish. ... Miss Bader “Our 
Chief’ was in Auburn over the week-end. 
I’m sorry, for no acount of her time can 
be told. She really believes in sealing 
Mildred Cohn had another call from the 
“one and only” in Detroit. Things must 
be getting warm. You don’t suppose Cupid 
shot his arrow!!! Well after all it is 
February. While talking about 
Mlidreds the gang wants to welcome 
Mildred Brand, our new student. So! 
Welcome Mildred, and may your stay be 
a long one. ... The Grand Hotel had the 
pleasure of having several of the girls as 
their guests. Those who stayed, Misses 
Bader, Cohn, Ingram, Bartyzelle, McIntire, 
Owens and Hoffman and Mrs. Waters. 
From all reports they all must have had a 
good time. Of course all the above was the 
direct result of the awful snow storm the 
State of Nebraska received, Febraury 21. 
The Company paid for hotel rooms, dinner 
and breakfast so the girls wouldn’t have 
to walk home in the storm. In the last 
few words of the News, we all want to 
thank the Company. So here goes. Thank 
you!!! The rooms were swell and meals 
delicious. See you all next month. aa 
P. S. Miss McIntire had a call from a Lt. 
She claims she doesn’t know his last name. 
Wasn’t kidding either, she says. 


Plattsmouth 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Abrams spent the week 
of February 10 at Dorchester. ... Mrs. 


Mildred Edwards is our new student oper- 
ator and Mrs. Mary Alice 
McClanahan has been re- 
employed as an operator. 
Welcome, girls. . .. Pearl 
Sutton returned to work 
January 22, after six weeks 
of illness. We were all glad 
to see Pearl return to work. 


Seward 


The Nebraska weather 
sure keeps a guy a-guessin’, 
doesn’t it? You never know 
from one day to another 
whether you'll wear your 
winter coat or your sun Suit. 


Jack Mason, Bill Cummings 

and Roland Brown, left to 

right, on duty at the Has- 
tings test board. 
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ae We welcome a new plug pusher, 
Caroline O’Dell, a student operator. Good 
luck to you! .... The other day one of 
our operators upon hearing the bell ring 
indicating that someone wanted in thought 
it was a Swingle man and went out to the 
door with the Swingle orders and much to 
her amazement there stood Mr. McKinzie. 
Was she surprised! He refused to pick up 
the cows and horses. ... The Bond party 
was celebrated at the Civic Auditorium in 
Seward, February 22. All the guests ar- 
rived on time and sat down to a bounte- 
ous meal. The evening was spent with a 
patriotic program, community singing and 
games. All had a wonderful time. How 
was the “surrey with the fringe on the 
bottom,” Mr. Seaton??? (In case the 
readers don’t know Mr. Seaton was pre- 
sented with a beautiful pair of (censored) 
trimmed in lace, which he obligingly dis- 
played throughout the evening.) He was 
the “belle of the Seward Bond Party”’. 
Right, folks? .... We are glad to have 
Willa Robbins back with us again. 


Syracuse 


Telephone Manager Ed Ernst attended a 

Masonic Lodge meeting in Lincoln recent- 
ly. ... Kathryn France visited a sister in 
Crete this week-end, and Mrs. Lockhart 
visited a sister in Omaha. Norma Jean 
Gore was also a visitor in Omaha. 
Mr. McKinzie, District Manager, was a re- 
cent visitor in our office. . .. We are 
happily enjoying our new rest-room furni- 
ture, which we received this week. 


Wahoo 


January and February seem to be the 
popular months for birthdays in the 
Wahoo office. Five of the ladies were 
entertained at a party held at the Mrs. 
Gibson Lunch Room, February 20. ‘“Michi- 
gan’”’ was the game of the evening, fol- 
lowed by a lovely lunch. A birthday cake, 
baked by Mrs. Beaty, who has the repu- 
tation of being a super cake baker, was 
delicious as well as beautiful and enjoyed 
to the last crumb. Each of the five girls 
received lovely gifts. . . Dorothy Vant 
of the Traffic Department spent the week- 
end of February 11 at the home of her 
parents in Lincoln. (Incidentally, Febru- 
ary 12 was her birthday.) . Our Area 
Manager, Eddie Dorland, has acquired 
quite a reputation as ‘receiver of foreign 
short wave radio broadcasts” and has re- 
ceived several letters a week from parents 
of imprisoned boys. . George Cruick- 
shank of the Wahoo Piant Department re- 
ceived word from his son Pfc. Geo. Jr., 
that he is recovering slowly from a bad 
case of Trench foot. At this writing he 
had been confined in a hospital some- 
where in England for about six weeks 
and will be for many more. .. . Earl 
Paul French, Electrician’s Mate, and 
nephew of Eva Kapke, our Chief Operator 
at Cedar Bluffs, visited her the week-end 
of February 18. He is home on leave 
after fifteen months of active duty at 
Tarawa, The Mariannas and Gilbert Is- 
lands. His home is at Granite City, Illinois, 
where he spent most of his thirty-day 
leave. ... Mamie Holka, of Lincoln Traf- 
fic Department spent a few weeks in 
Ceresco with sister Margaret. She had 
a bad case of “Flu” and is getting a good 
rest while recuperating. 

Weeping Water 

Olga Pehrson spent Monday, February 

19, in Lincoln shopping. ... Thelma Jacob- 


son spent Thursday, February 15, in Lin- 
coln shopping and visiting friends. 


ae 


General Offices 


Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 

Disaster almost struck the General Com- 
mercial Office the other day when Mary 
Jo Harrison innocently opened the door to 
Mr. Hale’s office and sent the painter sail- 
ing from his ladder to the floor. It fright- 
ened her so that she ran back to take 
refuge in her own office, while the be- 
wildered painted wondered what struck 
him. . . . Margaret Magnusson stopped in 
to renew her old acquaintances while visit- 
ing in Lincoln recently and reports she is 
still in Wahoo, working in a law office. 

. . “Miss” Joe Hartley and “Miss” A. B. 
Gorman were the special (Shall we say 
uninvited?) guests at the Pioneer Women’s 
party held February 9. If you don’t be- 
lieve it ask them for further details, in- 
cluding the picture. They looked real cute 
too, all decked out in their best pinafores 
and bonnets. ... We were all “het up” 
when Hazel Green came with the news 
that her husband had been put on the 
alert at the Lincoln Air Base and that 
there was a possibility of her leaving us to 
go back to her home in Manhattan, Kan- 
sas, but so far, so good, for he is still 
here and we’re keeping our fingers crossed 
that it’ll be for the duration. ... The 
mail man has been unusually generous this 
month. We have received two letters from 
former associate editors. One was from 
Mrs. Bill Wendland, whom we all remem- 
ber as Ramona Francis, who writes that 
she is temporarily settled in Big Springs, 
Texas, and keeping herself busy trying out 
all the recipes in her cook books. The 
other one from Chris Hubbell says she’s 
still in Denver and enjoying their wonder- 
ful climate. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 

Ginny Petersen, Associate Ed-tor 
At last we have some news about the 
engineers, not much, we’ll admit, but 
nevertheless, news. Seems as how they’re 
getting themselves all dolled up. Not to 
be outdone by the other departments, 
they, too, are now getting a new paint 
job, and just to be different, it’s no shade 
of green for them—they’ve got a color 
all their own. Really looks nice, though. 
; Virginia Bath has resigned and is 
now living with her husband in Chicago. 
We'll all miss Virginia and her pleasant 
smile. . . . Elaine Manion dropped in to 
see us the other day. We're always happy 


Hang on to your hats when this crew 
gets together. Left to right, top row, 
John Fowler, Harold Drake, Chas. Meshier; 
bottom row, George Eggleston, I. W. 
‘Alex’’ Halverstadt and Lloyd Oglesby. 
The picture was taken at Tecumseh. 


to have a visit from Elaine. 
... Spending some time out 
of the city during the 
month was our boss, I. J. 
Devoe. Bette Reesman was 
also gone for a week, visit- 
ing her husband in Pratt, 
Kansas. ... Fern Burns was 
transferred from the Rev- 
enue Section to the Ad- 
dressograph. Hope you like 
your new job, Ferne. . 

Another gal transferred was 
Emma_ “Strasheim from 
Frances Virgil’s Toll Billing 
Section to Clara Jones’ Or- 
der Section. How do you 
like the change, Emma.... 
We are all sorry to learn 
that Gerry Amend’s brother 
was seriously wounded in 
Germany. We hope that she 
will have good news and 


more reassuring news from Frances Koontz, engineering department secretary, recent- 
him soon.... Another year ly made the front page of the society section of the Lin- 
has rolled by and we again coln Star and Journal in a feature story concerning the 
welcome Mr. Judge, our activities of nurses’ aides in Lincoln. Miss Koontz has 
Auditor from Chicago. With been among the most faithful and has taken great interest 


him this year is Mr. Perry, 


in this most laudable activity having devoted over 500 
hours to the work during the past two years. She is pic- 


whom we also welcome. tured here about to administer a bed bath to a World War 


Hope they enjoy their stay 
with us. Our office 
force was completley heart- 
broken and just about had to close shop 
one day, when we discovered that four of 
our prominent male members were absent. 
Yes, indeed, it looked mighty suspicious 
when Rob Ross, Johnny Backstrom, G. W. 
Jahn, and I. J. Devoe didn’t show up for 
work, but they all came back with good 
excuses. Blarst the luck! While we're 
on the subject we might mention that 
“G. W.” has been dabbling in real estate 
again. Once again he has sold his home 
and bought another... . Frankly, we can’t 
see it, but Dorothe Kolb and Dona Hollo- 
way actually paid to get the ‘“‘brush-off.”’ 
If you want the whole story, just ask 
them, and while you’re doing that, ask 
them about those very odd-looking pack- 
ages they received through the mail. It’s 
mighty interesting! . Betcha didn’t 
know we had an inventor in our midst, 
did you? ’Tis none other that Dewey 
Nelsen. Since we’re not good at explain- 
ing such things, we’ll just ask you to look 
in the Popular Home Craft magazine for 
the month of February, 1945, and learn 
all about it. It’s really smooth! .... Roy 
Galley is really on the exclusive side these 
days. No longer will he eat in the cafe- 
teria with his fellow employees. Now he 
calmly takes his tray and departs to a 
little room to eat his lunch in solitude. We 
know why he does it, though. It’s be- 
cause he likes the chair in there better. 
You see, it’s a high chair! 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


Here it is news time again, and as per 
usual news is a scarce item. We did have 
a little excitement recently when we had 
a sleet storm scare. However, the damage 
was slight. Of course, with usual Con- 
struction Department efficiency the trou- 


John Eisenbarth’s son was in to see us 
the other day. He is a a RdM 2/c on the 
sea plane tender Macknic. John had some 
interesting stories to tell us as he has been 
in all major engagements and was on the 
Hornet when it was used for the first 
bombings of Tokyo. We understand he 
took advantage of his leave to get married 
too. Congratulations! Another visitor this 
month was Bill Huddleston, son of Bert 
Huddleston and a former Construction em- 
ployee. Bill was home on leave from the 
marine base at Cherry Point, N. C., where 
he is an instructor in Radar. ... We just 
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I veteran at the Veterans’ Hospital. 


can’t pass up this story about our good 
natured boss, Bob Clifford. For some rea- 
son he casts a strange spell over auto- 
mobiles. The other evening as he gave 
his ancient tires their daily inspection he 
found to his horror that his gas tank had 
sprung a leak and his precious gasoline 
was flowing in a stream down the drain. 
The following day he was cruising very 
nonchalantly down the street in a fleet 
car when the horn suddenly starting honk- 
ing. Bob’s version of this story is that 
he kept looking back for the guy who 
was so anxious to pass him. He finally 
pulled over to the curb and looked back 
to see who was making so much noise 
before he realized it was the car he was 
driving. We prefer to think Bob tried to 
honk at a pretty girl and bore down too 
hard on the horn making it stick. Now 
that we mention car difficulties, George 
Hansen has a good way of warming up a 
motor. He just sets fire to the car! We 
definitely will not recommend his ability 
as a mechanic. 


Local Commercial 
Lorraine Wolf, Associate Editor 


The L. Com’l news column has an “Un- 
der New Management” sign on it, and 
we're sorry to lose your wit and good 
humor, Betty Roeder. You left a high 
standard for this editor to try to equal. 
We are glad to see that going back to 
university won't keep you out of L. Com’] 
affairs completely. . .. In the “Glad to 
Meet You” dept. this month is Dorothy 
O’Brien, but no beginner is she. Her eight 
years with Northwestern Bell in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, gives her a good mar- 
gin of telephone experience over a number 
of us here. ... What with Gertrude Mer- 
riman in the directory department, Vir- 
ginia Anderson on orders, Nora Cline un- 
derstudying Genevieve McMeen on counter 
work, and G. McMeen in turn taking a 
course on number assignment from Mrs. 
Cecile Anderson, whose who in the L., 
Com’! office is rather confused. ... At this 
writing, Marge Whiting is out with a bad 
case of the flu. How did you manage to 
time it so nicely, Marge? Just as that 
streak of spring weather broke and it 
snowed again, you have to stay home. But 
we know flu is no fun, so get well soon. 

. ,. Jean Beck and Evelyn Pruss went to 
Omaha the other night. Henry Busse and 
his orchestra were there to entertain them. 


. And in the “Mere Mention” depart- 
ment, has everyone seen the two new 
snapshots of Oliver that Virginia Allard 
received recently? She still insists he’s a 
hard working boy, but he must have a 
little free time in order to pose for those 
swimming and golfing pictures. Oh, Man! 
.... Happy Birthday to Dorothy Kehling 
who reached the advanced age of nine- 
teen on the sixteenth of this month.... 
We wonder what customers thought the 
other day when Evelyn Pruss at the 
switchboard was ‘‘Yoo-Hooing”’ to individ- 
uals around the office. It all began when 
the ringing apparatus on the board broke 
down and left Evie with only the old-time 
methods of attracting attention, namely, 
lung power and hand waving. Everything 
worked smoothly, however, until some 
passing bomber crews glanced in the front 
window and thought she was waving at 
them. Fourteen second lieutenants were 
battered up in the rush. 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


There is a bit of a lull in the goings on 
in the Service Department, however, there 
were several ‘flu’? victims that were ab- 
sent from work for several days, but they 
are all back on the job now... . The Main 
Switchroom office has a new red linoleum 
—sort of perks up the place... . Howard 
Smith is attending a school on CU-5 Car- 
riers at Duluth, Minn. ... Francis Darnold 
spent two days at Weeping Water install- 
ing additional C.O.E. . . . Warren Shuck 
is at home resting up and will be full of 
vim, vigor, etc., when he returns to work. 
., . Herb Jenkins is still at home and was 
definitely snow-bound for several days. 
; . Don Smith, son of Howard Smith, 
visited the Switchroom while home on 
leave. ... Two new employees added to 
our forces are C. G. Doyt and Ed. T. 
Casey in Mr. Neff’s department. ... 
Friends—Oh, Yes—of ‘‘the office pest’ Les- 
ter Pierce, really had the mailman loaded 
down on February 14. So we hear Les 
received 25 anonymous valentines. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


The associates of Mr. Strasser were sad- 
dened by the recent, sudden death of his 
daughter-in-law, Jeanne Strasser. She had 
been making her home with Mr. and Mrs. 
Strasser while her husband, Captain Rich- 
ard Strasser is serving with the Medical 
Corps in France... . Frank Condos, night 
janitor, is in the hospital at this writing 
recovering from an operation. From the 
last report, he was doing nicely. . . Ivan 
Olson of the Garage has increased his de- 
pendency status—twins were born Janu- 
ary 23. Their names are Genevieve and 
Geneva. ... Sgt. W. R. Huddleston, son 
of Bert, Huddleston, was home on furlough 
from Cherry Point, North Carolina, Febru- 
ary 2... . Cigars and apples were being 


passed out by Oscar Lewis. The special 
event was Oscar’s recent marriage. Con- 
gratulations, Oscar, and best wishes! 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


Old man flu has the upper hand in our 
department and very few have escaped at 
least a slight tussle with him... . Marian 
Niemann, evening chief operator and Leata 
Smelser, toll supervisor, had two seiges 
before they entirely recovered. ... Mamie 
Holka, desk operator, has been absent for 
two weeks and we are hoping she can re- 
turn soon. ... We have a new toll super- 
visor in the person of Frances Petersen. 
... Darlene Multer received word that her 
brother was slightly wounded in action in 
the European theatre. We will be waiting 
with her for news of his recovery. . 
Vacations are beginning, but slowly. . 
Maxine Buttery is spending her vacation 
at home and she said she was going to 
learn to cook. . .. Good luck, Max!... 
Lorena Clark is spending her vacation wel- 
coming home her sailor boy friend who 
is on leave. ... Vera Burham has resigned 
to accept a position at Bankers Life Co. 
and Elna Green has resigned to join her 
husband at Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
That’s all for now. . Be seeing you 
next month. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Karina Jezewski took off for California, 
February 17 to attend the wedding of her 
daughter. 

Beatrice 


Mrs. Teda Meints has joined our force 
and has rapidly acquired that ‘“‘voice with 
a smile’? or maybe she always had it.... 
Go west young man, if you want to see 
our Assistant Chief Operator, she is help- 
ing out in Hastings again. .. . Stella 
Stanley and Bertha Sharp returned home, 
at an hour we won’t mention, from the 
Pioneer Party in Lincoln. Did the party 
really last that long girls? .... Norma 
Tachovsky and Marcella Morris spent a 
day in Omaha recently. ... We stepped out 
in class the other night; at least we 
thought so in the day of red points. Ten 
girls dined on steak dinners, the occasion 
—a send-off party for Ellen Wrightsman 
and Norma Tachovsky, who are California 
bound. .. . Week-enders in the old home 
town were the two little sisters, Anna and 
Henrietta Menninga in Sterling; Lucile 
Buss in DeWitt, and Mildred Beethe in 
Elk Creek. . .. Hazel Neugebauer has the 
pleasure of her two daughters, Vivian and 
Mrs. Virginia Stoner, who have returned 
for an indefinite stay from Los Angeles, 
California. Both were operators here and 
Virginia worked in the Lincoln office for 
a time. ... Ruth Zimmerman and Mrs. 
Clark are on the sick list, but not so for 
Bessie Mills, who has 
braved the weather nd 
roads to visit her brother at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

“Hello Mom, I'll be 
home soon,” was the good 
news Mrs. Cooper heard 
from her son, James Ed- 
ward, who called from 
Great Lakes, Ill. She did not 
say just when the fleet 
would be in. .. . Phyllis 
Maw and Joyce Girl start 
their week-ends which is 


Ed Brehm of the Lincoln 
printing service appears 
deeply engrossed in the 
mechanics of the mulftilith 
printing machine, 
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The Marines seem to be in the spot light 
this month. Marine Sargeant Mason McGee 
who has been in the Southwest Pacific for 
two and one-half years has been spending 
a leave with his mother and uncle, Chas. 
Dickenman.... Virginia Kaiser received a 
long distance call from the B. F,. in the 
Merchant Marines saying that he was arriv- 
ing home on a 30-day leave. He has since 
made his appearance, or at least we sur- 
mise that he has, as Miss K. has been 
walking around in a trance the past week. 

. Marjory Willets and Wilma Ramklu 
spent several days in Omaha visiting rela- 
tives and firends. ... Welton Grant and 
family were Lincoln visitors the week- 
end of February 10. ... Two new em- 
ployees, Donald Young and Robert Wenzel 
have been added to the Beatrice Plant 
force. ...R. I. Schouborg visited in Hol- 
drege and Edgar the week-end of Febru- 
ary 3. 


Burchard 


Hattie Wilcox visited in Pawnee City 
and attended the Pioneers’ Party in 
Lincoln. 


Crab Orchard 


Gladys Neugebauer visited in Steinauer, 
February 13... . Jessie Bryson visited in 
Tecumseh, February 16. 


Fairbury 

J. C. Gear is back on the job following 
a major operation. ... We are sorry to 
report the loss of Virginia Iverson, who 
resigned February 16... . Elizabeth More- 
dick has been loaned to the Hastings Traf- 
fic Department for a few weeks... . Eileen 
Aubert of the Traffic Department helped 
out in the Commercial Department dur- 
ing the time Dolores Hendricks was ill 
with Scarlet Fever. 


Humboldt 


Mrs. Effie Harbour, our janitress, who 
had the misfortune of falling and break- 
ing her ankle a month ago, is still unable 
to resume her work. We all miss her and 
are hoping for a speedy recovery. ... 
Viola Clough has been enjoying a visit 
from one of her brothers who is serving 
in the U. S. Army. .. . Willistine Clark 
visited in Lincoln, February 1. 


Johnson 


After three years with the Navy in the 
Southwest Pacific, Lieut. (j.g.) Ted Ray 
arrived in the states, after a business trip 
to Washington, D. C., he will spend a 30- 
day furlough with his wife, Irene Ray and 
daughters, Jackie and Shirley. 


Stenauer 
Bridget Divis attended the Pioneer’s 
Party in Lincoln, February 9... . Patty 


Schutz was in Beatrice, February 17. 


Sterling 


Helen Wehmer and Barbara Ann Benson 
visited in Lincoln. 


Table Rock 
Millie McKnight spent several days in 
Kansas City this month. . .. Pearl Free- 
man attended the Pioneer’s Party in Lin- 
coln, February 9. 


Tecumseh 
Clara Costello visited her sister in Au- 
burn, February 4... . Lincoln visitors were 


Goldie Thompson and Joan Koons. Edna 
Ragon and Goldie Thompson attended the 
Pioneer’s Party in Lincoln, February 9... . 
Dorothy Osterthun of Hastings Traffic 
visited the girls during the week of Febru- 
ary 18. 


Wilber 
We are glad to welcome back Amelia 
Aden as our night operator. ... Lloyd 


Miller has been a victim of the flu. Let’s 
have a speedy recovery Lloyd. 


“yillie’ Eurich, Friend cashier, interrupis 
her work in order to strike a pose for the 
cameraman. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


The mathematics class of the high school 
visited at the office February 14. Miss 
Prescott, Chief Operator, explained to the 
class the organization and history of the 
Company and the proper way to place toll 


calls. 
Geneva 


January brought several resignations, 
namely, Doris Brower, who has gone to 
California, Eloise Anderson, who plans to go 
to Texas, and Mrs. LaVerne Langetieg who 
left to join her husband who recently re- 
turned after 33 months spent in the South 
Pacific. . . . Helen Adermann, Chief Op- 
erator, received a new desk in the Traffic 
Department, and on her birthday too... . 
All the commotion in the south end of 
town was merely Helen Hillyer moving. 
We hear that she is nicely settled now.... 
Marian Hillgren spent January 31 in Lin- 
coln and Helen Adermann spent February 
9 in York. 


Hastings 


The fleet is in again and Bette Duncan 
Willmes and Josephine Elfring Stiner, 
former Commercial employees, and their 
husbands are back in town visiting rela- 
tives and friends. Bette has been living 
in California and Josephine in Rhode Is- 
land. ... Here for the opening perform- 
ance of the coin sorter and counter ex- 
hibition was Capt. John R. Laird of the 
Harvard Air Base. Record breaking crowds 
and curiosity seekers are still attending 
daily. For your reservations and choice 
seats, see J. W. Dudgeon... . Maybe some- 
thing should be done about this walking 
to work in the dark, especially for “Bee” 
Rohrer who still carries scars from an 
early morning fall on icy sidewalks. How- 
ever, it surely must have been worth it 
for she arrived at the office wearing 
“nylons.” .. . Ralph Wait votes for the 
catalpa for the State tree after stopping 
to pick up some branches along the road. 
He still won’t say what he thought he 
was going to find. ... Of course we all 
make mistakes but we think we know of 
one that holds top place. The girls who 
get the orchids are our two toll students, 
Margie Thompson and Dolores Ernst, who 
walked into a local drug store and marvel- 
ing at the wonderful assortment of “life 
Savers,’ attempted to gather up a few 
packages. Much to their surprise they 
were stuck to the counter. Yes, you’ve 
Suessed it—they weren't real but only a 
pre-war display. ... We are glad to have 
Wilma Grupe of Beatrice, Eleanor Hensell 
of Superior and Mrs. Mordick of Fair- 
bury here helping us. Did you notice 


how sleepy they looked the other morn- 
ing? It seems there was a “wolf” at Miss 
Grupe’s door and she called on Mrs. More- 
dick to help chase him away. This was 
no ordinary wolf either. He called him- 
self the ‘‘Panama Wolf.’ The girls final- 
ly got to sleep about 5 A.M... . Marie 
Pearson and Minnie Schlitt attended the 
Pioneer Meeting in Lincoln on February 
9, and Frieda Hoffman spent the week-end 
of February 17 in Lincoln and Fremont. 
.. Mrs. Kay Arnold was with us again 
for a short time until she could rejoin 
her husband who was on maneuvers... . 
We are sorry to lose Geraldine Sherman 
who was married to Pfc. Bill Hatcher who 
just returned from two years overseas. 
They are spending their honeymoon in 
Miami, Florida. . Dorothy Osterthun 
spent the week-end of February 17 at her 
home in Tecumseh... . Mrs. Helen Nowka 
received a call from a fellow who had been 
stationed the same place as her home. 
She is expecting him home soon—some 
Tuesday according to the Ouija board.... 
Mrs. Compton, a local instructor, was tell- 
ing us how in the middle of the night she 
gave Mr. Compton a jab in the side and 
said, “Can’t you find number 40 yet?’ 
That’s a new way of sleeping on the job. 


Heborn 


Annabelle Singleton and Margaret Jack- 
son have resigned and are going to do 
some exploring in California. .. . The 
wedding bells have really been ringing in 
the Hebron Traffic Dept. Loetta Hartley 
became the bride of Cpl. Louis Behringer 
on February 2 at Belleville, Kansas. The 
couple are residing in Hebron and Loetta 
is continuing her operator duties. : 
Jaunita Kvasnicka and Sgt. V. L. Pyland 
were married February 1 at Belleville, 
Kansas. The couple are now visiting in 
Arkansas. . . . Leona Gausman was Mar- 
ried to Sgt. C. J. Thraser at Belleville, 
Kansas, on January 22. Leona has re- 
signed and the couple are residing in Dal- 
hart, Texas. Ruth Ernst and Pfc. 
Charles Robuck were married at Amarillo, 
Texas, on February 16. The couple are 
residing in Dalhart, Texas. 


Ohiowa 
Evelyn Heater and Phyllis Witherby 
spent February 9 in Lincoln....A fare- 


well party was held at the office February 
15 for LaVera Gewacke who has resigned. 
The evening was spent playing pinochle. 


Osceola 


J. S. Jackson of Linocln was a recent 
visitor at this exchange. 
Polk 
Mrs. Clara Anderson spent February 3 
in York. ...Ramona and Ada Nelson were 
in York, February 17. 
Shelby 


Thrasilla Alt returned home February 
11 from Brigham, Utah, after spending two 
weeks there visiting with Wm. Kubicek, 
who was in a hospital at that place re- 
cuperating from injuries received in action 
with the U. S. Army in New Guinea. 

Stromsburg 


Congratulations are in order to L. C. 
“Smick” Williams, who received a one 
hundred dollar war bond as first prize 
in the January Calendar Contest sponsored 
by the National Safety Council. ... Vir- 
ginia Holmberg, who resigned February 
17, was honor guest at a waffle supper 
held by the employees on February 19. 
Virginia, who plans to be married in 
March, was presented with a lovely fare- 
well gift from her fellow employees. 

Superior 


Nadeen Messersmith and Frances Sarchet 
both spent several days in Omaha shop- 
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ping. Frances also attended the Don 
Cossack concert in Hastings. . .. Lois 
McDowell was in Hastings for a recent 
week-end. Bonnie Brittenham and 
Mary Ann Hudson were both happy and 
fortunate to have special company from 
the armed forces. Mary Ann was also a 
recent Hastings visitor. 


Sutton 


Charles Olson, Area Manager at Osceola, 
and his daughter visited the Sutton office, 
Saturday, February 10. .. . Gertrude 
Scheierman, relief operator, had a narrow 
escape recently. She lives on a farm and 
when bringing in the cows one evening, 
an unfriendly bull pursued her at a top 
rate of speed. She really made tracks and 
reached the fence just in time. You can 
still see the dust flying! ... . Speaking 
of misfortunes, our Chief Operator, Edith 
Schleiger, really took a tumble while out 
walking her dog. There was fce under 
the snow and the canine was a bit too 
impatient. Results—a very badly skinned 
shin. . . . Perry Caldwell is in Phoenix, 
Arizona, recuperating from his recent op- 
eration and illness. 


York 


This is really news! Usually we go 
around begging people for news but this 
month we began to hope they would stop 
as this column is not supposed to be a 
full page and anyhow we don’t want to 
write that much on account of too much 
brain work involved which we haven’t got 
much of. . Rosella DeBoer resigned 
and left for Jacksonville, Florida, to be 
with her husband who is in the Navy.... 
Leta Mae Ramsey is a new local student 
with Alice Talbot as instructress. ... 
LoRayne Rojahn and Rosalind Pickrel 
completed their toll training with Nyla 
Peters as instructress. ... Hastings claimed 
another Yorkite for a week when Lela 
Watson, our Assistant Chief Operator 
helped out during the “womanpower’”’ 
shortage. While in Hastings, Lela broad- 
ened her education. Raising the window 
one night just ready to “hit the hay” a 
little argument broke forth between her 
and her pal as to whether the heat goes 
up or down during the night. Not caring 
too much, the girls just settled down when 
the telephone jangled and a masculine 
voice revealed the answer to the bewild- 
ered girls’ question. For the answer, see 
Lela in person! .... The second floor of 
the telephone building received a new coat 
of paint. The operating room, locker room 
and classroom are turquoise and the rest- 
room is pecan gray and it really brightens 
up the place. . . Mrs. Pflughaupt, our 
Chief Operator, visited the McCool office 
recently. ...S 2/c George Ramsey, for- 
merly employed in the York and Lincoln 
offices, visited here recently. George com- 
pleted his training at Gulfport, Mississippi, 
and has now been transferred to the west 
coast where he will be assigned to an air- 
craft carrier. 


The “orange race’ at the Seward party. 

Left to right (not counting backs of necks} 

Florence Tatman, Ruth Marrow, Lydia 
Kriegshauser and J. S. Jackson. 
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WE LIKE THE WAY EVELYN Russ CARRIED 
THROUGH WITH HER TASK. AS PB... OPERATOR 
IN THE LINCOLN BUSINESS OFFICE. WHEN THE 
RINGING CURRENT FAILED, EVELYN BEGAN 10 
SIGNAL CALLS BY Yoo-HOOING, ANO WAS 
H COMPLETE, |F SOMEWHAT NOISY Success. 


MARY JO HARRISON OPENED THE DOOR 
“TO MR.HALE'S NEWOFFICE AND 
CAUGHT A FLEETING GLIMPSE OF F 
PAINTER STEP LADDER, SCAFFOLD 
AND BUCKET, ALL ON THe WAY TOWARD 


EYES AND GOT OUT OF THERE BUT 
SHE 1S STILL WONOERING IF 
THEY EVER HIT THE FLOOR: 


hia 


ISSGNES KOBZA, LINCOLN TRAFFIC, WHO 
Nace HEAD-ON INTO # F 
IN THE HALL. AND, AOU EMR UNOLKED 
C00-KOO, SHE STi LL REMEMBERED HER MANNERS 
AND BEGCGED ITS PARDON / 
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DOOR KNOB CLUTCHED IN HER AD 
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EYE. WITNESSES OF JOHNNY + BACKSTROMS LATE 
MISFORTUNE GIVE IT THE TOP BILLING. JOHNNY WAS 
LEAVING THE BUS BY THE REAR DOOR AND HAD JUST RUN 
HIS NECK OUT WHEN THE DRIVER CLOSED THE DOORS. 

JOHN HAS RECEIVED MANY COMPLIMENTS ON HIS 8IG BROWN 
Ee WHICH WERE PARTICULARLY VISIBLE DURING THE HANGING. 


BOB CLIFFORD WAS ABOUT READY 10 
CLIMB OUT AND HAVE WORDS WITH THE 
1 FELLOW WHO WAS HONKING STEADILY 
| WHEN HE DISCOVERED IT WAS HIS OWN 
} HORN. NOW HE'S MAD AT HIMSELF. 
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The Winnahs! The Outside Service boys won in:a breeze with a 
six game lead. Left to right, Bedric Wanek, Rex Winders, Pat 
Pattison, Alex Geist and Elmer Dougherty. 


Waiting their turn to roll are, left to right, Lloyd Jenkins, “Deke” 
Simpson, Pat Pattison, Bill Hassler and Alex Geist. Don’t look so 
down hearted, Jenks, things will get better. 


LINCOLN BOWLING LEAGUE 


HE 1944-45 bowling season at Lincoln rolled through 

28 highly entertaining and successful weeks beginning 
on September 13 and culminating on April 4 with only 
one week charged off the books because of an unruly dis- 
position on the part of Old Man Weather. Eight teams 
representing all departments and comprised of five men 
each entered the competition and completed eighty-four 
games of regular play in addition to three at the finale 


(Left) Doping out 
the results of the 
evenings play are 
Carl Ahl, John 
Backstrom, George 
Walroth and Roy 
Cleveland. 


(Right) Clyde 
Boyles, Ernie 
Royce and Sam- 
my Lawrence, be- 
ing of a fastidious 
turn, put the balls 
through the pol- 
isher before play. 


(Right) The scorekeeper’s job is an important but thankless one. 

C. C. Donley wields the pencil flanked left to right by I. J. Devoe 

and G. W. Jahn. In the background are C. E. Harp, Clem Bottorff 
and Roy Cleveland. 


when an “every man 
for himself” Round 
Robin was staged. 
This season is the 
first for our Tele- 
phone League in 
which eight full five- 
man teams partici- 
pated. During the 
1941-42 campaign 


when a few of us 

, The league’s “officials,” Johnny Back- 

were bitten by the strom and George Walroth, who handled 

' the innumerable details and arrange- 
bowling b ug, ¢ he ments most admirably. 


competition was made 

up of four man outfits due to the scarcity of material and 
interest. This season, however, 40 men turned out regu- 
larly with others on tap on the list of substitutes. To our 
“high commissioner” Guy Seaton, through whose office 
as personnel director the activity was sponsored, goes an 
orchid of thanks for stimulating this interesting and worth- 


The top ten. Left to right, Bedric Wanek, Cecil Donley, John Back- 

strom, Chet Harp, George Walroth, H. H. Wheeler, Jr., Ken Lawson, 

Clyde Boyles, Merle Hale and Lloyd Jenkins. This picture was 

taken prior to the final session and we regret to report that Asa 

Waters edged out Jenkins by virtue of having more total pins 
although both averaged the same. 


while program. And while we are handing out bouquets 
we should by all means include our “officers,” George 
Walroth and John Backstrom, who handled such impor- 
tant items as the arrangements for the alleys, collection 

of money, keeping of statis- 


weekly bulletins. 

The Outside Service team 
came through as the undis- 
puted champs with a comfort- 
_able six. game advantage over 
their nearest rivals, the 
doughty Local Commercials, 
who came up from fifth to 
second place during the last 
half of the season and for a 


Foun “what' 
With that foul line ~ wails 
Sling or somethin 

Lloyd J enkins. 


time trailed the leaders by 
Snly one game. ete 
credit for the success O the 


‘Caderg shou! be alae ; 
© direction of their hig 


ction 
lyi me? 
; ne root! ; 
ic was composed of the 
Dlayers’ wives “ aod 
‘Oli, grow 


, we dished out 

“fasure) W’ s of moral 

Snapped in the midst of compe- 

\ ohout CVELY tition are, left to right, Elmer 

“UPport throvs These Dougherty and General Manager 

ty season. John H. Agee. 
same of the 


tics and issuance of regular. 


(Below) The Outside Service cheering section, whom many con- 
tend won more games than the team did. Front row, left to right, 
Mrs. Rex Winders and Mrs. Alex Geist. Back row, left to right, 
Mrs. V. M. Simpson, Mrs. Elmer Dougherty, Mrs. Bedric Wanek 
and Ruth “Cousin” Lee. Seated left to right are Otto ‘‘Dewey” 
Nelson and Rex Winders. Standing is Elmer Dougherty. 


faithful femmes rocked the hall with their beam-quaking 
cheers and struck terror and consternation into the hearts 
of the opposition every time Wanek and Company laid 
down a strike or picked up a split. 

The Local Commercials walked off with most of the 
high scoring honors taking 
the first three spots for the 
team high single game and 
first and third spots in 
team high series with the 
General Commercials tak- 
ing second spot in the lat- 
ter category. High game 
from scratch sold out for 
885 while the series top- 
per was 2478, which, in- 
cidentally, was just one 
lone pin above the runners 


up 


The high single game of Asa waters demonstrates the 
form that made him one of the 

the season went to Chet top bowlers of the league. 
Harp with 243 with John 
Backstrom and Asa Waters following with 234 and 226, 
respectively. Backstrom also starred in the high series 
effort with 598, missing the coveted 600 mark by just 
two pins. Harp turned in scores of 588 and 576 for 
the second and third positions in the series try. 

The Round Robin held following the regular competi- 
tion on April 4 was unusually interesting and a lot of 
fun for the contenders. Every man was for himself and 


(Continued on page 10) 


study of various bowling forms, while interesting, is not recommended as a pattern for beginners. Left to right, Ed 


Thi oti llop toward the line, Bill Hassler at the line beginning hi i Cecil Donley as he releases the ball, Bedric Wanek 
te + , g his swing, Ceci é i : a. a 
Dulin slow othe dow through with his speed bali, and lastly, we have the Adonis-like form (which looks good but doesn’t get him any 
eg} star ne £0 where) of J, S. Jackson. 

Nning t 


As the tempo of the war increases, the 
list of battle casualties among our far 
flung employees grows apace. The past 
month has been heavily laden with shock- 
ing news, though fortunately it would ap- 
pear at this writing that all of our 
wounded boys are on the road toward 
recovery. 

Pfc. HOWARD E. STACY, of the 
188th Paratroop Infantry was wounded 
in action on Luzon, P.I. on February 17, 
suffering a fractured left forearm and 
stomach bruises, a Jap bullet having pene- 
trated and broken the arm before being 
stopped or deflected by striking his belt 
buckle. Howard has been very much in 
the thick of the Philippines campaign 
since last November. He is the son of 
L. A. Stacy, chief clerk of the supply de- 
partment and was a member of the gen- 
eral plant department at the time of his 
entry into the service in April, 1943. 


Lt. FLOYD H. HENSON, of the sup- 
ply department, has been awarded the 
purple heart after being wounded in the 
shoulder by a 20 MM machine gun bullet 
in the skies over Manila. He was on a 
mission, at the time, as navigator-bom- 
bardier in a B-25. Late word received by 
the family js that Floyd has recovered and 
Is flying again. Floyd received his train- 
in at San Antonio, Ellington Field and 


Gerald Henderson 


Howard Stroup 


Eattle casualties among our employees in 

service in the four corners of the globe. 

Ali are recovering nicely as related in de- 
tail in accompanying stories. 


SERVICE STARS 


San Marcos, Texas and Roswell, New 
Mexico, after enlisting in February, 1943. 


Cpl. GERALD R. HENDERSON, 
Marine, suffered a head wound on March 
18, during the time of the waning Jap de- 
fense of Iwo Jima. A veteran of many 
hard and bloody Marine campaigns, Gerry 
has had a hand in pushing the Japs out 
of the Solomons and in the invasion and 
occupation of Bougainville. Later he 
stormed the beach at Guam and remained 
here until his departure for Iwo Jima. 
Gerald entered the Marine Corps in Sep- 
tember, 1942, from the supply depart- 
ment, Lincoln. Although the extent of 
his injuries is not known, Gerald was able 
to write a letter to his mother telling her 
not, to worry, that he would soon be 
“good as new.” 


From a hospital plant in England comes 
the good news that Cpl. HOWARD 
STROUP is well on the way to recovery 
from a severe attack of yellow jaundice 
suffered while in action with the Seventh 
Army on the western front. At last re- 
port, Howard had left his bed and was 
beginning to take notice of his surround- 
ings, a 48 hour convalescent pass to Lon- 
don having been taken in stride and with 
enjoyment. He is to be released in late 
April if present improvement in his con- 
dition continues. 


Having completed “boot” training at 
Great Lakes, HERBERT E. GUDE is now 
attached to the U. S. Naval Hospital at 
San Diego as hospital attendant, second 
class. Formerly with the Nebraska City 
plant department, Herb joined the colors 
in December, 1944. 


RICHARD B. HOBSON has success- 
fully passed through the V-12 training 
program at Ames, Iowa, and is now at- 


tending midshipman school at John Jay 
Hall, in New York City. 


Lt. GAY HENDERSON tells of a 
chance meeting with Loren Jackson, a 
former employee, but perhaps _ better 
known as the son of our indomitable J. 
Samuel Jackson, and husband of Marie 
Jackson of the general traffic department. 
Somewhere in the immediate vicinity, 
Capt. ROD ANDREWS was conducting 
business, but Gay was unable to get in 
touch with him, which will surprise few 
of the energetic captain’s old friends. The 
boys are all moving up from Australia, 
and the meeting probably occurred in 
Dutch New Guinea. 


An address change comes from T/5 
VERN O. AMICK, indicating that a boat 
trip across the Pacific is under way. Vern 
is from the Weeping Water plant depart- 
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ment, and donned the uniform in October, 
1942. 


ERNEST E. JOHNSON EM, 2/C, who 
has been dividing his time between the 
Atlantic and Pacific coast lines is again 
on the western shore after a trip from 
Wilmington, North Carolina, on a floating 
dry dock via the Panama Canal. 


The new lieutenant, PAUL HENSON, 
was home on fifteen-day leave last month 
and seemingly occupied his time to very 
good advantage. In fact, Paul called at 
the telephone office far more frequently 
than most of our returning servicemen 
and was seen and greeted by most of the 
home-going employees as he parked in 
front of the business office door each eve- 
ning at 5 p.m. Paul returned to Dothan, 
Alabama, for a short period of extended 
training before receiving his future as- 
signment. 


An interesting letter tells of the recent 
experiences of Capt. HOWARD 
SPAHNLE, who has spent the last eight 
months among the Eskimos in Alaska. 
(If, by chance, there are no Eskimos 
in Alaska, let’s don’t let that fact spoil 
the story.) Howard writes, quote, Ugh!, 
unquote. 


Home on furlough during the month 
was T/5 THOMAS H. ROLLER, former 
lineman of the construction department, 
who is now in training with a field 
artillery battalion at Camp Bowie, Texas. 


T/4 CORNELIUS GROENDYK 
stopped for a short visit in Lincoln en- 
route back to Fort Sam Houston following 
an emergency furlough spent at his home 
in Sibley, Iowa. He had secured permis- 
sion to be with his parents following re- 
ceipt of an official telegram telling of the 
death of a young brother, Pvt. Edward 
Groendyk, on February 19, in Germany. 


Clyde Budge extends a welcoming hand to 
Ted Ray, Lt. (j.g.) home on leave from his 
post with Admiral Halsey in the far ra- 
cific. Both are ex-gobs of World War I, 
the ‘Skipper’ holding the purple heart for 
wounds received in naval action. 


Cpl. William R. Behrn’s early home on 

Guam. His bunk is under the ridge pole. 

Later the tents were set up on platforms to 
keep the cots from floating away. 


Edward was serving with the Seventh 
Army on the Rhine. 


The recent furlough of Cpl. WILLIAM 
R. BEHRNS provided the opportunity 
for obtaining the pictures of life on Guam 
used in this issue. Bill enlisted in the 
Marines on December 14, 1942 and after 
boot training at San Diego and a seven 
weeks’ extended telephone course he was 
transferred to the Marine Corps Air Sta- 
tion at Mojave, California. Attached to 
a marine fighter squadron, he went over- 
seas in October, 1943, and was first sta- 
tioned at Ewa, on Oahu, Hawaii. Later 
his travels have taken him to Espiritu 
Santo in the New Hebrides, Guadalcanal, 
Tulagi in the Florida group and Eniwetok 
in the Marshalls. At Guam, he went in 
under fire to set up an air strip and lived 
in any shelter that could be found or set 
up at the time. For the next four months 
following the establishment of the air 
field, Bill returned to his specialty of serv- 
icing the famed Marine Corsair planes on 
the island. Then he received the wel- 
come news of his election for furlough in 
the States for thirty days at home. He 
has reported back to Cherry Point, North 
Carolina for reassignment. Bill wears 
three bronze stars on his Asiatic Theatre 
ribbon and a Presidential Unit citation. 


Lt. BOYD IMLER, who, in the months 
gone by has been one of the “movingest” 
men on our list, has been at it again. His 


latest journey ending at Gowen Field, 
Boise, Idaho. 


At various and sundry points of the 
globe, certain of our service employees 
who may have once fancied themselves 
to be bowlers are going to read this 
month’s feature article with more than 
passing interest. Without doubt the pic- 


Bill, himself, in abbreviated fighting togs, 

stands before the entrance to his tent. He 

hails from David City and is the brother 

of our “News” correspondent, Marilyn 
Behrns. 


ture of the league’s ten high men would 
have included some of these pin-busters of 
yore had not the army depopulated the 
ranks of our athletes. Looking in on them 
at their present tasks we would find KEN 
BOSHART with a general hospital in 
the Netherlands East Indies. ROD 
ANDREWS is thought to be in the neigh- 
borhood of New Guinea. DICK LAHR 
flying in air combat over the Philippines. 
WALDO McDOWELL, who might clas- 
sify as a bowler by stretching a point is at 
the Omaha signal center. WILMA Mc- 
INTIRE, who carried an average high 
enough to compete with any of our 
keglers of the mens’ division is at the air 
field in Lemoore, California. HOWARD 
SPAHNLE, as noted in a preceding para- 
graph, now calls Alaska his home. 
JOHNNY FISCHER is still in France, at 
last report. ROLLIE 
WINDERS is some- 
where in Germany, 
connected with the 
signal section of the 
eighth aromored di- 
vision. THAD CONE 
is at Colorado Springs, 
in headquarters of the 
Second Air Force. In- 
cidentally the major 
passed through the 
general office building 
recently, shaking 
hands and_ receiving 
compliments on _ his 
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Cpl. Behrns, holding 

rifle at right, and a 

buddy with a tommy 

gun look fully capable 

of defending their 

camouflaged home on 
Guam. 
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The wash room and shower department. 
For a time the only available containers for 
holding a sizable amount of water were the 


helmets. 


physique, which to say the least is awe 
inspiring. HAROLD BRADY, who will 
probably feel very grateful to be included 
among the list of absent bowlers, makes 
his debut as a military policeman at Ft. 


Riley, Kansas.) LLOYD CLEVELAND, 


so far as we know, has the entire continent 
of Africa all to himself. 


BILL MORRIS is at the moment en- 
joying a well earned rest in the vicinity of 
Paris, having been returned from the 
battle area of Belgium and North 
Germany. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


VERN O. AMICK, Pvt. to T/5. 
HERBERT E. GUDE, AS. to H.A. 2/C. 
LESLIE G. HANSEN, 2nd Lt. to 1st Lt. 
LLOYD J. VOTER, Pvt. to T/5. 


ee 


HASTINGS-LINCOLN BOWLING FEUD 


Pictured here at right 
and below are the un- 
disputed champs of 
the fracas, the ten 
alley experts from 
Hastings. One fails to 
discover the least 
Shade of regret or 
sympathy for their 
poor, downtrodden 
guests in evidence on 
the array of counten- 
ances, 


(Above) Left to right, 

Henry Wentink, Jim 

Dudgeon, John Spady, 

Max Walker, and W. 
F. Combs. 


(Left) Left to right, 
T. S. Burr, Harry 
Tubbs, Howard Lahr, 
Buck Isaman and 
Ralph Wait. 


Chet Harp and 
George Walroth aren’t 
taking any chances 
with Hastings’ math- 
ematics as Buck Isa- 
man goes’ through 
some rapid calcula- 
tions at the score 
board. Seated, left to 
right, are Harry 
Tubbs, Ted Burr, Rex 
Winders and Howard 
Lahr. 
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(Above) The whole gang lines up for the photographer, Lloyd Jenkins, following the 
buffet supper. Left to right, Bill Cummings, Jim Dudgeon, L. P. Young, H. H. Wheeler, 
Jr., Chet Harp, George Walroth, Max Walker, Joe Hartley, Ernie Royce, John Spady, W. 
F. Combs, Ralph Wait, Jack Mason, B. A. Isaman, Harry Tubts, Henry Wentink, John 
Backstrom, A. B. Gorman, T. S. Burr, Howard Lahr, Rex Winders and Elmer Dougherty. 


(Right) The path of the Lincoln contenders was strewn wiih rocks and thorns after the 
Hastings master minds ran in their cheering section in a crafty surprise maneuver. The 
gals, left to right, ArVera Petersen, Marie Brewer, Katherine Weber and Betty Hager. 
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ee boys in Lincoln will admit 
now, when pressed, that there are 
some pretty salty bowlers in and 
about the fair city of Hastings al- 
though some with particularly rigid 
bows in the back still may be heard 
to voice deep throated mumblings 
about such things as “beginners 
luck,” “accidents will happen,” “acts 
of Providence,” “just wait ‘till we get 
those lugs down here,” and such. 

The entire controversy, of course, 
centers around the competition on 
March 25 when ten of the hardier, 
if not better, bowlers from Lincoln 
traveled west to take on the athletes 
from Hastings who proceeded with- 
out fuss or ceremony to pin the visi- 
tors’ ears back to the decisive tune of 
five games to one. 

The West End aggregation, of 
course, was aided and abetted in no 
slight degree by the subtle strategy 
of running in a cheering section on 
the innocent and unsuspecting Capi- 
tal City crew. The gals, who made 
up in volume and enthusiasm what 
they lacked in coordination, con- 
sisted of ArVera Petersen, Marie 
Brewer, Katherine Weber and Betty 
Hager. 

Following the exertions of bowling 
all of the competitors adjourned to 
the Knights of Pythias hall where 
a bountiful and delicious buffet 
supper was served and a most enjoy- 
able evening was spent. 

The Lincoln boys are laying ex- 
tensive plans for a return engagment 
when, to put it delicately, they claim 
they will “moider dem bums” from 
Hastings. 
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Dale Strasser F. R. Strasser Ferdinand Divis Richard Agee LeRoy Andrews Clifford Armstrong 
lst Lt. Dale and Capt. Frederick Strasser are the sons of F. M. Strasser, supervisor of supplies. The former is a ground force engineer 
attached to the Air Forces operating on Luzon and the latter is with the Medical Administrative Corps and is now stationed ait a gen- 
eral hospital in Paris, R. M. 2/c Ferdinand L. Divis has seen much aczion with the Navy Submarine Service in the South Pacific and 
recently was transferred to shore duty in Australia, He is the son of Bridget Divis, chief operator-cashier at Steinauer. Captain Richard 
Agee, son of John H. Agee, vice president and general manager, is adjutant of the “Lightning Tiger’’ squadron of the 14th Air Force 
and has been overseas since May, 1943. He wears the bronze star for action in the India-Burma campaign and another for service in 
China where he is now stationed. R. M. 1/c Leroy Andrews has been in many major engagements in the Pacific on the heavy cruiser 
Pensacola including Midway, the Coral Sea, Gilbert and Marshall Island invasions and the Philippines campaign. He is now Stationed 
at Pearl Harbor. Clifford Armstrong, son of our Ashland cashier, Mrs. Ethyl Armstrong, is an apprentice seaman. He is studying in 
the Navy V-12 program at the University of Washington. 


FAMILY SERVICE ALBUM 


(Below) Snapped in front of a plane 
at Frederick, Oklahoma, is Cpl, Dale 
F. Denzin, son of Mrs. Lydia Denzin, 
chief operator-cashier at Bruning. 
Dale is a mechanic with the Air 
Forces now stationed at Ft. Worth, 
Texas and holds the good conduct 
medal. 


(Above) This picture of T/5 Robert E. Alderman was 
snapped during his training at Camp Van Dorn, 
Mississippi. He recently sailed for overseas duty and 
at present is serving as a radio operator with the 
(Above, left) Pvt. Max M. Bundy, son of W. O. yinth army in Holland. He is the husband of Mrs. 


Bundy, Sr., combinationman at Fairbury, is . 
with the 787th Tank Battalion. He sailed for LaVonne Alderman, Hastings operator. 


France the first part of March. 


(Above, Right) A navigator-bombardier on a 
B-29 Superfortress, Ist Lt. Edward M. Cass 
has seen plenty of service in the China- 
Burma-India Theater with the 20th Air Force, 
one of the oldest in the business. He holds the 
Air Medal with oak leaf cluster, the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross and 4 battle stars. 
His wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Cass, is an operator 
at Beatrice. 


W. H. Spurlock, Lincoln Combination, is justly proud of the splendid contribu- 
tion to the nation’s war effort being made by his four sons. Left to right they (Above, left) S 2/c Helen E. Campbell, the daughter 
are Lt. Col. Lyman D. Spurlock, holder of the Silver Star medal, who saw o¢ Vern Campbell, David City area manager, is now 
action with the Marines at Guadalcanal in the first Solomon Islands invasion. ceivi traini ith the SPARS at Manhattan 
He now is stationed at Quantico, Virginia; 2nd Lt. Ivan C. Spurlock was with Be oe eet wlll carotene 
the ist Army in Germany until recently when he received a head wound from Beach, New York after prema y aa es een 
shrapnel. We are happy z0 report that his condition is not serious and that he Beach, Florida. 
is recovering in a Paris hospital; Major Gerald M. Spurlock was called to ac- . : . : 
tive service in September, 1941 and is now the esceoutlie officer of the 4th Air (Above, right) S/Sgt. John i. Dillworth is with fe 
Control Command Depot at San Bernardino, California; Cpl. Norman H. Spur-  U:- S. Infantry as a radio man and is serving with the 
lock is also with the Marines and participated in the campaigns against the Ninth army in Holland, His wife, Mrs. Erma Dill- 
Marshall Islands, Saipan and Guam. He is now taking officers’ training at worth, is secretary for the general traffic superin- 
Cornell University. tendent. 


Employees Make A Magnificent Showing 


| THE recent campaign in Lancaster County to raise funds for the Ameri- 
can Red Cross War Fund, the telephone employees made a most enviable 
record by raising $3,209.00, or 170% of the quota assigned to them by the 


County Committee. 


Not only did they make the best showing of any of the larger employed 
groups in the per cent of their quota raised, but they also established some 
kind of a record by going over the top to the tune of 161% at the first report 
meeting, having raised $3,161.00 at that time. 


This: showing, which was not equalled by any other large employed 
group, was made possible only by the splendid cooperation of practically 
all employees; 467 out of a total of 472, or 99% of them having participated. 
It is an accomplishment of which we all may be justly proud. 


Final Summary 


Department Wrdolovee m1 
FLCCOUNt Seated cases 60 
Commercial, Genl...................----..- 8 
Commercial, .Local cs. 31 
CSET CEI OR so al co 40 
Eastern Dist. Office.....22222.2222.22..- 4 
ENGIN GOCINe © sicssivecsecsiseecetoerreerts 9 
Id Ei) Om, C6 | ee 9 
Service Dept. 

DTISECE: » etistesiscencucedenceccacdccecoetaees 33 
6G 1515-1 |. eae eS eR Ore 19 
CUBE IANS: acetic eecadesewcsecscasanewees 16 
DMILGNOOUI ccd cltiiencccueacsebeotne 20 
BAG SECS othe cite acetate. 14 
Shop & Supply 
A SAU ANS io deca eee toe aes 8 
BO 7 sabes oi ic encassavvcucdenacoaewtacses 15 
PRUE [0 ‘evsctiseris wai ccdcalesaylaceuewontancneaect 11 
WW ATEROUGE <ccsicnscteonncenicnactaxacves 11 
"Pratticy Senile xosioe cee 19 
Patties. LOCAL: sce eta 135 
ON PCABOU EE ice ican coxaveesiedidontaemnenieters 10 
All Employees 
RANGOWN® «55s decacsciedacoeunesteee coos 472 


Nae Beracio tied Amount Theaee 
60 100 $ 416.00 $ 6.93 
8 100 91.00 11.37 
31 100 236.00 7.61 
40 100 273.50 ‘ 6.84 
4 100 36.00 9.00 
o 100 139.00 15.44 
9 100 89.00 9.90 
a3 100 208.50 6.31 
19 100 126.00 6.63 
16 100 85.00 Tela 
19 95 98.00 5.16 
14 100 97.50 7.00 
8 100 59.00 7.37 
14 93 79.50 5.30 
11 100 81.00 7.36 
11 100 57.00 5.18 
19 100 160.00 8.42 

132 98 736.00 i 
10 100 141.00 14.10 

467 99 $3209.00 $ 6.87 


Brainard Exchange Has 


Splendid Collection Record 


HE Brainard exchange, primarily 

through the efforts of Mrs. Mary 
Docekal, chief operator-cashier, has 
turned in the amazing record of not 
having one unpaid account for the 
past twelve months, either current 
or final. 

It constitutes quite a feat to be- 
come outstanding in the matter of 
collections in our organization where 
fine collection records are the rule 
and Mrs. Docekal is indeed deserv- 
ing of the highest plaudits and com- 
mendation for her extraordinary en- 
deavors and superlative performance. 


Seventh War Loan 


HE formal dates of the approach- 

ing Seventh War Loan, according 
to a bulletin published by the War 
Finance Division of the U. S. Treas- 
ury, will be May 14 through June 
30, 1945. However, an intensifica- 
tion of activities in the sale of Series 
E bonds began on April 9, when 
millions of persons on payroll savings 
plans throughout the country were 
asked to enlarge their participation 
as a part of this drive. The national 
quota will be seven billion dollars 
for individuals, of which four bil- 
lion will be for Series E bonds, mak- 
ing these the highest quotas ever 
established in any war loan. 
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Proposal for 
Dependent Coverage 
ae proposal to include dependent 


coverage as part of the benefits 
offered to members of the Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association received 
a favorable vote from the Associa- 
tion’s board of directors in a meeting 
held last month. 

Prior to this action a preliminary 
survey taken last December among 
the members indicated a favorable 
trend of opinion for the inclusion 
of such a program and at the an- 
nual meeting in January the mem- 
bers voted to proceed with the plan. 

A special committee was there- 
upon selected from the board of di- 
rectors to study the proposal and to 
submit facts and figures. The com- 
mittee’s report and recommendations 
were received favorably by the board 
and necessary revisions in the by- 
laws of the Association, including 
an up-to-date schedule of benefits, 
are now being prepared for distribu- 
tion to members and to those eligible 
for membership. A vote among the 
members on the proposition will then 
be taken. 

In the opinion of the committee 
and the board of directors the pro- 
posed plan would provide the most 
liberal coverage that would be pos- 
sible at comparable cost under any 
other known plan and in most in- 
stances the benefit provisions are far 
in excess by comparison. 

The plan provides for benefits to 
dependents amounting to seventy- 
five per cent of that included in the 
schedule for members for a cost 
of $1.00 per month for a dependent 
spouse or fifty cents per month for 
dependent children. Before the en- 
larged provisions may be placed in 
effect it will be necessary to secure 
participation from seventy-five per 
cent of those eligible for membership 
in the Association. 


The first successful long distance 
line was built in 1878 in California. 
It served the hydraulic gold mining 
areas of Nevada County and was 
sixty miles long. 
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6,700 automobiles are reaching the 
end of the road and landing in auto 
graveyards every day. 


Francis Keller Awarded 


The Soldiers’ Medal 


mi Fees heroism not involving actual 
“| conflict with the enemy on 11 
October 1944 near -2062.... France, 
an enlisted man was trapped in the 
cab of an over- 
turned truck par- 
tially loaded with 
gasoline and 
burning. Corpo- 
ral Keller with 
complete disre- 
gard for his per- 
sonal safety and 
considerable risk 
to his life, pried 
open the door of the cab releasing 
the trapped man to safety. Then he 
supervised and aided the unhooking 
of the trailer.” 

With this citation, T/5 Francis M. 
Keller recently was presented with 
the Soliders’ Medal in a ceremony in 
France presided over by two colonels 
and a captain representing battalion 
headquarters. 

We extend congratulations to T/5 
Keller and are most happy that his 
courage and bravery were thus ap- 
propriately recognized by the army. 

Prior to his entry in the service 
in 1942, he was employed as a 
groundman in the Lincoln Construc- 
tion Department. 

Complete details of his military 
career are lacking. However, his ad- 
dress would indicate that he is with 
the 13th Ordnance Company as a 
motor mechanic. After assignment 
he was sent to Torrance, California 
for training and embarked for the 
European war theatre in May, 1944. 
At present he is stationed “Some- 
Where in France.” 


Francis Keller 


Forty Years Ago 


‘PHE Nebraska State Journal of 

May 3, 1904 carried the follow- 
ing item: “The directors of the Lin- 
coln Telephone Company met yes’ 
terday. The Company now has 1,600 
automatic telephones in good work- 
ing order, but it was decided not to 
charge for their use during the 
month of May. By June 1, when the 
phones will be charged for, the Com- 


pany will have 2,500 instruments in 


_ operation.” 


When the Company first began 
operations, the contracts with its 
original subscribers stated that no 
rental charges would be made until 
a stipulated number of stations had 
been installed and were working. 
Actually, this goal was reached in 
June, 1904 and the first rental 
charges were made in July of that 
year. 

‘Since that beginning our Company 
has developed and expanded and has 
long occupied a prominent place 
among the larger independent tele- 
phone companies in the United 
States. It is noteworthy that during 
all of these forty years the dominant 
head of the Company has been its 
first and only president, Frank H. 
Woods, who continues to serve in 
that capacity with characteristic 
energy and vigor. 


“Journey's End” 


CHARLES ALBERT, father of Lena 
Iwohn of the Clatonia Traffic De- 
partment passed away Friday, 
March 2. Funeral services were 
held at the Clatonia Methodist 
Church, March 6. 


Mrs. THERESA BETHSCHEIDER, 
mother of Margaret, Mary, and 
Regina Bethscheider, operators at 
Hebron, passed away Wednesday, 
March 7. Funeral services were 


held at Hebron, March 10. 


WILLIAM WINKLEMAN, father 
of LeVerne Winkleman, of the 
Lincoln Traffic Department died 
March 21 at Beaver Crossing. 
Funeral services were held March 
25 at Utica. 


MR. C. J. MARSH, father of Zella 
and Grace Marsh of the Utica 
Traffic Department died March 23 
at his home in Utica. Funeral 
services were held March 26. 


MRS. LURREL BAXTER, wife of 
James Baxter of the Lincoln Serv- 
ice Department passed away 
March 25. Her son, James, Jr., with 
the U. S. army in Alaska, was for- 
merly employed in the Construc- 
tion Department and is now on 
military leave of absence. 


~4 9 


Jenkins Assists With 
L.A. A. F. Safety Program 
| apse JENKINS of the Lincoln 


Service Department will assist 
Capt. C. G. Haren, ground safety 
officer of the Lincoln Army Air 
Field, in the pre-e -—————__——- 
sentation of a : % 
course in ground 
safety designed 
to acquaint key 
military and 
civilian person- 
nel with the lat- 
est methods of 
safety precau- 
tion, according 


Lloyd Jenkins 
to a recent announcement in the 


Bomb Bay Messenger. 

Mr. Jenkins has long taken an ac- 
tive interest in accident prevention 
and first aid and has gained national 
recognition for his endeavors in this 
field. He was honored by the Na- 
tional Safety Council in a coast-to- 
coast broadcast over the Blue net- 
work as winner of its “Safety Ace” 
award for outstanding achievement 
in February, 1944. 

The new program at the air field 
will consist of a series of lectures 
and demonstrations supplemented by 
motion pictures prepared by the 
army and navy, and by industrial 
organizations. Following the instruc- 
tions to the key personnel a similar 
course will be given to every enlisted 
man and officer on the field. 


“Blessed Events’ 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Alan L. Ager 
are the proud 
parents of a nine 
pound girl,: 
Judith, born 
March 7 at the 
Seward Hospital. 
Ws VG “Se it A Al is a switch- 
KO EUEMEGO man at Seward. 

e@ ®@ 

Radioman 1/c and Mrs. James 
Conners announce the birth of a boy, 
Jack, March 20. Mrs. Conners was 
formerly Dorothy McKenzie of the 
Nebraska City Commercial Depart- 
ment. Radioman 1/c Conners 1s in 
the South Pacific. 
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C. W. Keester 


sa ira Lincoln 
35 Years 35 Years 


Eva Stuiz A. C. King 
Hebron Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


Forty-Four Years 
C. W. Albers, Lincoln. 
Forty-One Years 
C. S. Nevin, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
L. P. Young, Hastings. 
Thirty-Six Years 
C. C. Donley, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 


Hope Adams, Peru; Catharine Gillan, 
Humboldt; C. W. Keester, H. M. Zim- 


merman, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Florence Arbogast, Davey. 
Thirty-One Years 
W. E. Cummings, Hastings: Merlie 
Markuson, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Jessie Wirthel, Cordova. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Lillian Bader, Nebraska City: E. J. 
Eichenour, Warren P. Shuck, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Cecile Anderson, Wm. L. Hassler, Lin- 
coin; C. J. Crew, Geneva. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Stella M. Clark, Auburn; C. H. Pierce, 


Lincoln. 


H. M. Zimmerman 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Catharine Gillan 
Humboldt 
35 Years 


Adella Kyckelhahn 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Twenty-Five Years 


Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, Adella 
Kyckelhahn, Lincoln; Eva Stutz, Hebron. 


Twenty-Four Years 

J. J. Brockmeyer, Auburn. 
Twenty-Three Years 

Hazel Hagenbuck, Wahoo. 
Twenty-I[wo Years 

C. L. Millholen, Hastings; Ardell 


Robison, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 


Ruth E. Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. Van- 
Nordheim, Hastings. 


Nineteen Years 
Sterling Nelson, Auburn. 


Fighteen Years 
E. T. Little, Rex Winders, Lincoln: 
Edward M. Massie, Friend. 
Seventeen Years 
H. T. Drake, J. P. Fowler, Tecumseh; 
I. D. Livingston, Nebraska City; Beata 
M. Merz, Seward. 
Sixteen Years 
V. B. Hutchison, Darlene Multer, Lin- 
coln; Minnie Schlitt, Hastings. 
Fourteen Years 


Harold Brady, Military Service; Mary 
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J. G. VanNordheim 
Hastings 


Grace Hauschild 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Jessie Wirthel 
Cordova 
30 Years 


Ruth Goslin 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


20 Years 

Jackson, Fairbury; Mable Wieting, 

Plymouth. . 

Thirteen Years 

Howard Spahnle, Military Service. 
Eleven Years 

A. J. Cox, Lincoln; G. L. Oglesby, 


Tyler W. Ryan, Beatrice. 
Ten Years 


Josephine Placek, Swanton; C. H. Van- 


dervort, Fairbury. 


Eight Years 
Mildred Hughes, Milford. 


Seven Years 


Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron. 


Lincoln Bowling League 
(Continued from page 3) 
there was no team competition. 
Consequently it was a “dog-eat-dog” 
affair with no quarter asked or given. 
The old slow ball artist, Asa Waters, 
got a hot streak and rolled a 595 
from scratch which added to his 
handicap grossed him a top score of 
706. Bob Clifford snatched second 
prize money with a gross of 667 and 
the other eight winners were: Ot 
Gorman (We can’t believe it either), 
Lloyd Jenkins, Rex Winders, Ray 
Hickman, Clyde Boyles, Lee 
Schlentz, Alex Geist and I. J. Devoe. 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
' TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


“A Nebraska Company Serving Its People’’ 


The Annual Report 


HE annual report of Company op- 
erations for 1944, well composed 
and informative as always, was pub- 
lished on April 1 for the information 
of employees, stockholders,  tele- 
phone users and the public. 
A summary of its salient features 
follows: 


The reflections of the third year 
of national war effort on the busi- 
ness of this Company closely fol- 
lowed the pattern set in prior war 
years and at accelerated pace. As 
business volumes surged to new 
peaks, business expenses kept more 
than abreast. Record income was 
reached in both exchange and toll 
revenues, while payrolls mounted 
and high tax levels remained. Not- 
withstanding greater revenues, net 
Income was less than last year be- 
cause of increased expenses, with 
consequent reduction in income tax 
amounts. The net results carried a 
small balance to surplus in similar 
amount to the last two years. 


| At the year end 74.124 owned sta- 

tions were served. The gain for the 
year was 3,718 with 813 unfilled or- 
ders for telephone installations, all 
of non-essential category, outstand- 
ing due to wartime restrictions and 
equipment shortages. 


Total operating revenues increased 
by $301,080 over last year while total 
expenses, due primarily to increased 
payrolls, increased by $457,982. Net 
Operating income was less by $152.,- 
998. Toll revenues amounted to 
$1,371,947, the maximum in Com- 
Pany experience. 

Physical plant and equipment were 
maintained in such condition as exist- 


ing shortages of materials and man- 
power would allow but physical con- 
ditions were not permitted to inter- 
fere with service. The program of 
dial conversion was further post- 
poned with but the single exchange 
of Deweese so converted. Forty- 
eight per cent of all stations are now 
dial operated. 


The depreciation reserve increased 
by $370,391 resulting from the rela- 
tively small volume of plant retire- 
ment and the relatively high salvage 
value of plant retired. In respect to 
the large volume of plant retirement 
anticipated for the post-war years 
the present status of the reserve is 
requisite and justifiable. 

The number of persons employed 
by the Company was 1,167 at the 
year end. The turnover of employ- 
ment, largely due to instability of 
current conditions, was high and 
costly. 

New wage schedules applicable to 
employees eligible to union member- 
ship were issued by the War Labor 
Board in November. Later such 
schedules were approved for em- 
ployees not eligible to union member- 
ship. All schedules were applied 
retroactively to February 15. 

The number of employees on 
military leave of absence at year end 
was 129 among whon, it is gladly 
reported, there had been no deaths, 
no prisoners, and none missing. A 
close contact was maintained with all 
of them by personal correspondence 
and by mailing them the Lincoln 
Telephone News, copies of which 
also were furnished to the families 
of those in service upon request. In 
addition, they were supplied with 
subcriptions to publications of their 
own choice and with useful gifts at 
Christmas and other seasons. The 
welcome return of all is keenly 
anticipated. 

On September 20 our Company 
was presented a certificate of appre- 
ciation by the Chief Signal Officer 
of the United States Army Signal 
Corps. 

The administration of the Plan for 
Employees’ Pensions, Disability 
Benefits and Death Benefits for 1944 
was reported in the February issue 
of the “News.” 
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Happiness Ahead” 

Eleanor Hen- 
sell of the Su- 
perior Commer- 
cial Department 
became the bride 
of N. Chester 
Moran of Nora, 
Wednesday, 
March 14 at the 
Methodist Par- 
sonage in Man- 
kato, Kansas. The couple will reside 
near Nora. 


e °@ 

The wedding of Jean A. Sole of 
the Geneva Traffic Department and 
Robert Moritz of Geneva took place, 
February 27. The couple will reside 
in Grafton. 

e @ 

The marriage of Mary Ann Hud- 
son of the Superior Traffic Depart- 
ment to Pfc. Harry Robinson was 
solemnized February 23 at the Meth- 
odist Parsonage at Mankato, Kansas, 
by Rev. Brook. Pfc. Robinson will 
return to Camp Beale, California and 
Mrs. Robinson will continue her 
work. 

e °® 

Betty Stroud of the Lincoln Ac- 
counting Department became the 
bride of Cpl. John Minton of Mis- 
souri, March 26. The ceremony was 
performed at the home of the bride. 
Cpl. Minton has returned to Great 
Falls, Montana, where he is stationed 
and Mrs. Minton will continue her 
work. 


The Front Cover 
ee country church, depicted in 
line drawing in such picturesque 
fashion, which graces the front cover 
of our publication this month ema- 
nated from the artistic and prolific 
pen of our staff artist, Mr. Joe 
Hartley. 

This particular type of structure 
was selected after some little medita- 
tion because of its typical modesty 
of design and homeliness of char- 
acter. Reflecting at once the peace- 
ful simplicity and profound import 
of the joyous and beautiful Easter 
season just past, it is commended as 
being worthy of thought and at- 
tention. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
David City 


Early vacationers again! Mildred Samek 
saw a certain sailor had just come in with 
the fleet and took her vacation right then. 
I heard somewhere once where a sailor 
handles an awful lot of lines. Now don’t 
get me wrong! Technically speaking, a 
rope is a line to a sailor. Enough for that. 
... Savannah, Georgia! What’s the attrac- 
tion there, Helen Havlena? Couldn’t be a 
certain Army Air Corps engineer. Since 
he’s leaving and going across the pond, she 
had to give him a wonderful send-off. 
We'll bet there will really be a hot time in 
the town of Berlin when he gets there... . 
While we’re on the subject, seems as 
though Helen had to sign some papers and 
when it came to signing her name, 
she couldn’t remember it. Are you sure 
you didn’t change your name, Helen, or 
was it just a lapse of memory. Sure 
seemed as if you were used to signing an- 
other one. Couldn’t have had a Mrs. on 
the front of it, could it? ... Ruby Muller 
helped out in Hastings for about three 
weeks last month. Claims David City-— 
and a certain sailor—looks very good... . 
Bidding adieu seems to have become a fad 
in the Traffic Department. But fad or no 
fad, when your husband calls, you gotta 
run. Beth Hoeft did just exactly that and 
went to the longhorn state of Texas to 
join her husband. Best of luck, Beth.... 
Ella Adkins enjoyed her brother’s furlough 
before he embarked to go overseas. Did 
they keep you busy, Ella? .. . Seems as if 
the highlight of this month is one suffered 
—not enjoyed by a long shot—by Vern 
Campbell, area manager. On his way back 
from Bruno one day, his car didn’t seem 
to want to leave the railroad tracks. He 
wasn’t particularly worried until it dawned 
on him that there was a train due about 
that time. He could hear that train whistle 
drawing nigh, and couldn’t get the con- 
sarned, blankety blank thing off the 
tracks. As the train drew near, he was 
about ready to try to run down the track 
and “flag that train.’”’ But he gave it one 
more desperate try and lo and behold, the 
truck moved off the track. ‘‘That,”’ he 
claims, ‘‘was a close one.’’ But the moral 
of the story is to “honk” and let the train 
know when you are coming so they can 
watch out for themselves. 


Milford 


Miss Plessel, Chief Operator, was rushed 
to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, Lincoln, March 
3, where she was operated on for acute ap- 


Nebraska still looks good to L. B. Mapel, 

former Seward Area Manager, who has 

been living in Los Angeles since his re- 

tirement. He has a war job with Northrup 

Airplane Company wiring planes and ex- 
pecis to return west soon. 


pendicitis. At this writing she is at home 
and is getting along swell... . Also Mrs. 
Saltzman’s husband was operated on re- 


cently. Mrs. Saltzman is one of our op-. 


erators. .. . Macie Anderson is helping out. 


Nebraska City 


Last week’s visitors in Nebraska City 
were F. E. Behm, plant superintendent; J. 
A. McKinzie, district manager; and P. A. 
Schmeltzer, construction superintendent. 
We were glad to have you. Come again. 

. Nadine Borland, a former telephone 
operator was united in marriage at Loreda, 
Texas, to T/Sgt. Robert Snodgrass. Con- 
gratulations, Nadine and Bob... . By the 
Paper we see where Aldean Wood, another 
former operator, had the most lavish wed- 
ding ever to be held at Oahu, Honolulu. 
Aldean married 1st Lt. Henry A. Simmons 
of Goldsboro, North Carolina, now sta- 
tioned in Oahu, Honolulu. Aldean was a 
civilian worker at Pearl Harbor in Hono- 
lulu. Congratulations, Lt. and Mrs. Sim- 
mons. May your marriage be a long one 
and a happy one. ... While we are hand- 
ing out all the congratulations, better be 
passing them out to Dorothy (McKenzie) 
Connors. Dorothy has a baby boy, born 
March 20, weighing 8 lbs. 9 ozs. Dorothy 
used to be in our Commercial Department 
at Nebraska City. Soooo! Congratulations, 
Dorothy. ... Visiting our office this week 
were A. J. Kircher, Mrs. Dean Kircher, 
several school children, and Frank Chapin, 
manager of the Cocoa-Cola bottling works. 
Frank is trying to get us to install a new 
‘‘“Coke’’ machine for the Company. ; 
Today we had as our visitor Mrs. Mc- 
Ginnis, who used to be at the Lincoln 
office, but at present is a supervisor 
with the Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Company in Omaha. . Talking about 
Omaha, Imogene Kircher and her mother 
were shopping in Omaha the 20th. Imie 
said she tried not to spend all of her 
money. ‘Darn it,” says Imie, “my next 
pay check is spent already.” Sure would 
like to see her in the Easter Parade. Well 
wouldn’t we all! While Kircher decked 
herself out in clothes for Easter, Imo Hurl- 
burt was in Omaha getting a new “hair- 
do.” It really looks swell too. ... Jeanie 
Bray and Violet Peterson were in Lincoln 
the week-end of the 17th. Not a word was 
said of what they did either. But know- 
ing Jeanie and “Pete,” they are not kid- 
ding us a bit. How about it, girls? Any- 
way, I’ll bet they had a darn good time. 
_. . Miriam Haase is running around here 
again with that million dollar smile. Only 
it’s not a letter this time. It’s the “one and 
only” in person, just back from overseas. 
Miriam was telling one of the girls she 
couldn’t wait ’till 5 o’clock rolled around, 
that he had a surprise for her. Don’t sup- 
pose he’s going to have one of those flashy 
stones for her? I’ll bet with all of you. 
That is about the only thing he could buy 
without a ration stamp. Since we know he 
hasn’t a ration book, it must be the stone. 
Anyway, Miriam, we are all hoping and 
wishing with you. . Josie Shoemaker 
and Kathryn Owens are now back to work 
after short illnesses. Glad to have you 
back, kids. Kathryn didn’t stay long sne 
leaves the 22nd for Minnesota, to visit 
with her brother. Have a good time... . 
You all should come and see our new fur- 
niture we have in our rest room. It had 10 
be decked out for Easter too. Thanks io 
whomever was the cause of us getting it. 
We are really proud of it. See you all next 
month. 


Plattsmouth 


Miss Elizabeth Edwards returned to 
work March 19, after spending a three 
weeks vacation in sunny California. Eliza- 
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beth reports having a grand time... . Miss 
Geraldine Case is at the St. Catherine Hos- 
pital, Omaha, where she was operated on.’ 
Jerry is feeling fine and expects to he 
home in the next few days... . Miss Pearl 
Sutton, Mrs. Mary Alice McClanahan and 
her sister, Betty Ault, who is a WAVE 
stationed at Washington, D. C., spent the 
day, March 14, in Omaha shopping and 
then took in the show at the Orpheum. 


Seward 


Spring was welcomed in the Seward office 
with open arms... . Bernice Mueller spent 
a week-end in Schuyler recently. By all 
reports she had a swell time. .. . We wel- 
come Martha Merz back after spending 
three weeks in the Hastings office. ... We 
are happy to announce that ‘‘Tarzan”’ 1s 
the proud father of a 9 lb. baby girl. Con- 
gratulations, ‘“‘Papa.’’ He treated the whole 
gang the other night to hamburgers and 
“cokes.” . . . Laura Douty entertained the 
whole office gang at a house warming, 
March 2ist. Games were played and at the 
close of the evening delicious refreshments 
were served. All departed having a won- 
derful time... . . Even though Tarzan has 
had a pretty exciting time the last couple 
of weeks, he still hasn’t any white hair or 
dishpan hands. What’s the secret, Tarzan? 
_..A most embarrassing moment happened 
the other day to one of our operators. As 
she finished her dinner at a new restau- 
rant that opened in town a few weeks ago, 
and got up to pay the cashier, she sud- 
denly discovered she had no money with 
her. Was her face red!!! Huh, Willa.... 
“The old gray mare ain’t what she used to 
be,” Helen Greiner finally discovered the 
other day after she had to ride through 
one-half mile of mud to attend a meeting. 

. . We are glad to welcome L. B. Mapel 
back for a visit. We hope we can make an 
operator out of him before long. How 
about it, L. B.? ... We are also glad to 
have Alma Jones, a former operator, back 
with us for a few weeks. ... The girls at 
the Seward office surely are proud of the 
new furniture in the operator’s rest room. 
It really looks nice. 


Utica 
We are glad to have Miss Watson back 
with us after two weeks of illness. ... Mr. 


Cc. J. Marsh, father of Zella and Grace 
March, passed away on March 23. 


Wahoo 


Month of March and another birthday at 
Wahoo. This time Ethel Daharsh, Assistant 
Chief Operator, was “it.” A group called 
at her home and spent a pleasant evening 
playing monopoly followed by a lovely 
lunch at the home of Genevieve Johnson. 
An Easter idea was carried out with table 
decorations and a large birthday cake was 
in the center of the table. We had a very 
nice time and went ‘home at a late hour. 
_., The call by the Red Cross for volun- 
teer blood donors was well answered by 
the Wahoo office and four were taken to 
Omaha, March 12, as the first group. These 
donors were Dorothy Vant, Emily Hanus 
and Ethel Daharsh, Traffic Department, 
and Mae Meduna, Commercial Depart- 
ment. ... George Cruickshank, Plant De- 
partment, has been in the Community Hos- 
pital since March 14 where he probably 
will be for about thirty days, since he is 
suffering from a bad case of stomach 
ulcers. ... Jackie Reese, nephew of Miss 
Elsie Anderson, Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Mrs. Carolyn Flannagan, chief 
operator at Wahoo, has been reported a 
German prisoner of January 8. His parents 
are Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Reese of Ashland. 
Mrs Reese was Freda Anderson, a former 
chief operator at Wahoo 


Weeping Water 


Eleanor Lane of Weeping Water visited 
her sister, who is in the hospital at Omaha, 
March 16.... Mrs. Harold Husing was at 
Bryan Memorial Hospital, Lincoln, for an 
operation, February 25. She returned 
home March 11. 


General Offices 


Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 

We welcome a newcomer to our General 
Commercial Office this month. Her name 
is Bernice Iwohn, and she’s taking over the 
position of stenographer for Mr. Lawson. 
We're very glad to have you with us, 
Bernice. The only sad nart of it is we had 
to lose a member to gain a member. We 
were all very sorry to say good-by to 
Hazel Green who has been the life of the 
office for the past year. Lots of luck in 
your new job, Hazel. . .. Word was re- 
ceived recently that Howard Stacy, former 
mail room employee had been wounded in 
action at Luzon. However, reports indi- 
cate that he wasn’t wounded seriously and 
we hope by now he’s on the road to re- 
covery. ... Mr. Hartley was really thrilled 
the other day when he was presented with 
a typewriter ‘‘That he could call his own.” 
Mr. Seaton was the kind doner. ... When 
we told Mary Jo Harrison we were hard 
up for news for this column, we didn't 
mean for her to go fo such great lengths to 
help us out. Of course we have our doubts 
as to whether or not it was entirely for 
the cause, but she tells us she is leaving 
soon to help her parents who live on a 
farm near Bethany. We surely will miss 
you, Mary Jo. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 


It seems we have a fan! . which is 
news to us. We thought we were writing 
this column just to fill up space. But our 
“friend by mail” has informed us that 
that’s what he is. Glad to know it, F. W. 
(Editor’s note: “F. W.’’ happens to be 
Fielding Woods, former plague of the 
Lincoln Business Office, now with the 
Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Com- 
pany at Annapolis, Maryland. We thought 
the combination of a severe winter and 
heat rationing had caught up with him and 
sent him on to a well deserved fate, but 
our agents on the coast tell us it isn’t so.) 
- . . . We’re all wearing long faces this 
month, for three good reasons. First, 
the man with a smile and a joke, Bruce 
Sievers, was gone for a week. He turned 
farmer on us again, and left us here trying 
to struggle on without him. . . . Second, 
‘Ben” Franklin landed himself in the hos- 
pital for an operation. Reports come back 
Saying that he’s recovering nicely, which 
we're all happy to hear, ’cause we want 
him back with us just as soon as possible. 

And third, to make worse matters 
worser, Bette Reesman is leaving us. She’s 
Planning to be with her husband who is 
stationed in Pratt, Kansas. We’re all go- 
ing to miss Bette and her quick wit, and 
yours truly will especially miss her around 
‘“‘News” time, seein’ as how she’s our Ace 
Reporter. ... When Betty Stroud’s fiance 
came home on furlough they decided to 
change her name, so just call her Mrs. 
John Minton from now on. She was Mar- 
ried at her home on March 26. Best wishes 
from all of us, Cpl. and Mrs. Minton... . 
““Van’’ Hausner has been gone for a few 
days because her fiance is visiting her, 
and we've missed Rose Riggs who has been 
on the sick list for a few days. Mr. Bush 
got himself a son-in-law this last month, 
and Mr. Jahn is proudly telling us all 
about his new grandson. . We could 
tell you that Mr. Cane has finally quit 
trading farms and that he thinks now that 


he will have a good crop from his new 
farm, but he evidently doesn’t like pub- 
licity, so we’ll refrain from telling you. ... 
Give Mary Stibal credit for nearly scar- 
ing the wits out of Marie Endsley the 
other morning. When she opened her desk 
drawer, there to her horror was a MOUSE. 
Witnesses say that never before has a 
desk drawer been slammed shut with such 
quickness, deftness, efficiency, and final- 
ity. Of course, when the drawer was 
cautiously opened later, it was found to 
be only a catnip mouse, but oh, the fun 
it created that day! ... . This reporter’s 
lament—‘Why doesn’t something exciting 
happen around here.”’ 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


Spring must really be here—at least the 
vacation season was officially opened by 
Carl E. Hedstrom of W. F. Comb’s crew in 
Hastings. We understand Carl made a trip 
to the west coast. ... Tom Roller was a 
recent visitor to the Construction office. 
Tom is now stationed at Camp Bowie, 
Texas, and is in the field artillery. We’ve 
had news of two promotions this month to 
former Construction boys. It’s now Cap- 
tain Holcomb and First Lt. Les. Hansen. 
Congratulations, boys! ... “Bill’’ Conn re- 
cently had an accident that is causing him 
much embarrassment. Seems at the Safety 
meeting that morning Carl held the floor 
expounding at great length on the dangers 
encountered when working around a man- 
hole, he then proceeded to crack one of 
his ribs while working that very same 
afternoon. Apparently “Bill’’ didn’t heed 
his own advice. We’re glad it was nothing 
more serious, Bill... . We heard the other 
day that ‘‘Deke’”’ Simpson was out selling 
brushes! It’s a long story, but the way 
we heard it—‘‘Deke’”’ was sent out to pick 
up some brush the boys had overlooked. 
When he was unable to find it he went up 
to a neighboring house to inquire. When 
an elderly gentleman answered his ring 
‘“‘Deke”’ politely asked about the brush. 
Misunderstanding ‘‘Deke’s”’ inquiry the old 
man asked ‘‘What kind of brushes are you 
selling, son?’’ He then proceeded to call 
his daughter telling her there was a young 
feller at the door selling brushes. All 
“Deke’s”’ protests were in vain. We under- 
stand it was with some difficulty that ne 
got away without producing a sample 
brush or two. ... Our crews have been 
moving about quite a bit lately. Harry 
Moss is now in Talmage doing routine re- 
pairs with Earl Eichenour busy in Louis- 
ville and ‘“‘Babe’’ Combs’ crew in Exeter. 
“Swede” Foster, George Hansen, John 
Hobson and ‘“‘Brick”’ Smith are all busy in 
or near Lincoln on routine repairs. 


Local Commercial 
Lorraine Wolf, Associate Editor 

Spring weather and spring fever seem to 
be the story for the L. Com’! office. Some 
spring planting tho has been accomplished, 
notably Mr. Overcash’s 150 ft. row of peas, 
and that’s some peas. . . Excursions to 
Omaha are being held off until the Easter 
week-end. Evelyn Pruss, for one, is going 
then. ...In the “Glad to Meet You” dept. 
this month we would like to mention Les- 
ter Anderson, Virginia’s recently returned 
husband. The way necks craned and 
stretched when he first appeared I’d say 
we were very glad to meet your husband, 


Virginia. ... We said goodbye this monitn 
to Dorothy O’Brien who followed her hus- 
band south. ... Nora Cline is the new ad- 


dition to the directory dept. She will help 
them out through the rush of the new 
directory. Virginia Allard is filling in for 
her on the Statement Desk. ... Mr. Par- 
sons was getting very annoyed the other 
day at some “mumbler” on his phone who 
was talking about his bill. Try as he might 
he could not get the name nor any of the 
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Smiles behind the ‘’Voices with a smile.” 
Left to riqht, these York operators are 
Ruth Swanson, Maxine Meradith, Lela 
Watson, Geoline Luebbe and Ardis Bowen. 


telephone number. Living up to the best 
traditions of the Local Commercial office, 
tho, ‘‘Pars’’ kept trying valiantly until his 
eye caught the highly delighted person of 
Betty Roeder. That ended that, but prob- 
‘ably not for long. “Pars” is continually 
“taking it’—or “dishing it out.” 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Bill Webster started out the vacations in 
the Service Department. He wouldn’t give 
any information as to what he did, but 
someone saw him up on “O” Street 
whistling at the girls. ...W. P. Shuck is 
back to work again, and we are almost 
sure that’s what causes so much of the 
south wind lately. ...R. R. Guthrie was 
seen looking at some diamond rings the 
other day, and all the Switchroom folks 
are getting suspicious. Mike’s excuse was 
a wrist watch. ... Herb Jenkins is still ab- 
sent on account of illness; we sure do miss 
seeing you around, Herb... . Ray Baldwin 
was seen going around without his shoes. 
We wonder if that is what they call the 
“hot foot’? ... Sgt. Lloyd Dalton spent 
several days with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Dalton. Lloyd just returned 
from Cuba where he was with a B-29 
group. ... T/Sgt. Max Jenkins was home 
on furlough and was kept busy intro- 
ducing his ‘Mrs.’ to all the Nebraska 
folks. . . . Frances Hansen underwent a 
tonsillectomy on March 24; and we are 
glad to report she is getting along just fine. 

. The Main Office Switchroom, locker 
room and office finally got that “green” 
look. Sure does look swell. . . . Miss 
Phyllis Erickson, Stockton, California, and 
Ray Dalton, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. L. 
Dalton, were married recently. ... Frank 
Norton, a former Switchroom employee, 
dropped in to say hello the other day. 
Frank still looks the same and we were all 
glad to see him again. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 
Now that spring is here our thoughts 
turn to making gardens, raking yards— 
yes, even engagements. Darleen Healey 
became engaged to Lt. John C. Harden of 
Plainville, New Jersey. Congratulations, 


Darleen. . Our visitors this month were 
Lt. Ted Ray, formerly of the Supply Of- 
fice, who was home on a leave after serv- 
ing on Admiral Halsey’s staff in the South 
Pacific. ... Lt. Paul Hensen, having com- 
pleted his pilot training, dropped in at the 
warehouse. Floyd Henson was wounded in 
action recently. Both boys were at the 
warehouse before entering the service.... 
Sgt. Clyde Whittington stopped in at the 
supply office for a visit while home ona 
furlough from California. Clyde was a 
mechanic in the garage. ...L. A. Stacy 
received word that his son, Howard, a 
paratrooper, had been wounded in action 
at Luzon. His wounds consisted of a frac- 
tured forearm and bruised stomach, and if 
it hadn’t been for his belt buckle stopping 
the bullet he would have probably re- 
ceived even a more serious injury. ; 

Frank Donovan is at the Veterans’ hospital 
for rest and treatment. We hope he is 
back with us soon. ... Frank Condos is 
reported home from the hospital and 
improving rapidly. ... Wesley Haas took 
a week of his vacation to go to Youngs- 
town, Ohio, the occasion was his daugh- 
ter’s recent marriage. ... The girls in the 
Supply Office received a letter from R. H. 
Stebbings in answer to their letter they 
had written him. Steb doesn’t care for 
New Jersey but likes New York City. 
Seems he has been doing a lot of sight 
seeing. By now I believe everyone knows 
he is with Westinghouse Electric Co. in 
Jersey City and likes his work very mucn. 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


Ho Hum! Spring is really here and since 
we have all taken our snvring tonic we are 
ready for the year ahead. .. . Beth 
Schoenholz svent a week at home visiting 
her brother and sister. She reports a very 
happy reunion. ... Esther Bausano took 
off for two weeks with her Sgt. husband 
to Sesser, Illinois and Frohan, Missouri to 
get acquainted with her new relatives and 
also to look over the site of her future 
home after the war is won. We know she 
will be quite a success as a farmer’s wife. 
.. . Marian Niemann spent a week-end in 
Omaha attending the Ballet and other 
places of interest. . .. Oh yes, Jenne His 
went to Wichita, Kansas. Why? To see 
Bill who was transferred there recently 
from the Base at Lincoln. We are watch- 
ing this with interest. Will report more as 
time goes by. ... We have a new toll in- 
structress in the person of Marie Adkisson, 
who is now teaching a class of five new 
toll students, assisted by Caroline Ron- 
hovde. .. . Our deepest sympathy to La- 
Verne Winkleman, whose father passed 
away this week at Beaver Crossing... . 
Mrs. Mary Turner is off duty in the cafe- 
teria due to a fall. We hope she returns 
soon. ... The other evening while look- 
ing for a toll ticket, we overheard Esther 
Spalding saying, ‘Lincoln is calling Gravel 
Gertie.””’ Upon investigating we found 
there was a call to North Platte, Gravel 
Gertie at the Silver Bar. ... The comic 
strips are coming to life at last. ... Dar- 


A. O. Andrews, equipment 
and traffic engineer, com- 
fortably ensconced in his 
new office but minus the 
familiar cigar. 


_lene Schank received a very 
pleasant surprise when her 
brother wired her to meet 
him at the station. He had 
just returned home after 
nearly four years overseas. 

We are tired now— 
spring fever perhaps, so see 
you next month. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 


The Commercial Department again finds 
itself without a relief clerk. Marjorie 
Willetts has resigned to join her husband, 
Seabee David Willetts in New Jersey.... 
Since we’ve had a couple of days of sun- 
shine everyone has spring fever, most of us 
get lazy, but Mr. Dickenman gets the gar- 
dening urge and usually its a close race to 
see whether he or H. Gillespie can get 
their onions in first. ... We are glad to re- 
port Miss Willey is recuperating at her 
home in Steele City, from a freak acci- 
dent at the office which caused her to 
sprain the muscies in her leg. Miss Grupe 
came home from Hastings in time to take 
over the duties of the Chief Operator dur- 
ing her absence. ; We say Hello to 
Cecelia O’Bryan and Lucille Borzekofski 
who have joined our force, and good-by 
to Elaine Shail and Mrs. Longsine. Also, to 
Norma Tachovsky whom we expected back 
but she likes California so well she has 
decided to stay. ... Pauline Bott is look- 
ing refreshed after spending her vacation 
in Hastings. Phyllis Seckman is vacation- 
ing down on the farm near Tecumseh.... 
Dorothy McNulty spent a delightful week- 
end in Omaha making the acquaintance 
of her twin nieces. They are double 
trouble she says. The approach of 
Easter sent Lucille Murray and Dorothy 
McNulty on a shopping spree in Lincoln. 
.. . Louise Schmidt spent a week in Grand 
Junction, Colorado, visiting relatives. ... 
Mrs. Stella Stanley spent Sunday in Te- 
cumseh visiting relatives; her grandson is 
home on furlough after spending fourteen 
months in Hawaii and several islands in 
the South Pacific. . Ruth Messler spent 
a week at her home in Falls City visiting 
her brother who will be going overseas. 
. .. Hermine Clark is hearing some stories 
of the war first hand from her brother 
who has just returned from Italy. He is 
wearing the Purple Heart for injuries re- 
ceived. ... Marcella Morris aiso has a 
brother spending his furlough at home 
after guarding the English Coast for the 
last twenty months. 


Brock 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Little were in Lin- 
coln, March 17. 


Burchard 


Mrs. Hattie Wilcox spént March 19 in 
Deshler visiting her sister. 


Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Gladys Neugebauer and Mary Jane 
were in Beatrice, March 3... . Jessie 
Bryson spent March 16th in Beatrice. 
Mrs. Lizzie Cressman, Chief Operator at 
Jansen, visited Gladys Neugebauer, March 
il, 


Cook 
Mary Estes svent March 7 and 8 in Lin- 
coln. . . . Delores Finke started her stu- 
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dent training in the Cook office this 
month. Welcome, Delores. 


DeWitt 


Helen Chinnock visited friends and rela- 
tives in Lincoln. 


Dorchester 


Miss Alice Nichols returned to work fol- 
lowing an appendectomy. 


Fairbury 


We had quite a number of Lincoln vis- 
itors this month—Mandane Reid of the 
Commercial Department and Mary Jack- 
son of the Traffic Department spent last 
week-end in Lincoln. . Martha Ehler 
spent her day off in Lincoln, and on March 
3, Mary Jackson and Helen Holloway 
paddled through the rain in Lincoln. ... 
Sgt. Clydes Hudson spent a 15 day fur- 
lough with his wife, Shirley, of the Traf- 
fic Department. He is now stationed in 
Alabama. ... Grace Childers of the Traf- 
fic Department took three weeks off to 
go to California. ... We heard that three 
little gals, namely Heidelk, Bast and 
Ehlers, got stuck on a lonely country road. 
Of course we don’t know the whole story, 
but it sounds mighty mysterious. 


Friend 


Dorothea Heckman was a Lincoln shop- 
per while Nona Brusnahan visited rela- 
tives in Lincoln the week-end of March 3. 


Humboldt 


Mary Meister was a visitor in Omaha, 
March 13. ... Emma Lee King spent a 
week-end in Grand Island. ... Lincoln 
seemed to be a popular shopping center 
for some of our employees during the 
month. Those visiting there were: E. J. 
Flowerday, Emma Lee King, Darlene 
Stalder and Willistine Clark. 


Johnson 


Ted Ray left for San Francisco, March 
20, after an extended leave. 


Peru 


Peru operators are enjoying new rest- 
room furniture. ... Nancy Steck visited 
in Omaha. 

Steinauer 


Bridget Divis was in Pawnee City, March 
8... . Patty Schutz spent the week-end of 
March 10th in Kansas City. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst and Barbara Ann Benson 
visited in Lincoln. 


Tecumseh 


Lt. (j. g.) Charles Meshier of the U. S. 
Navy visited with his parents the week- 
end of March 10th. ... Marie Conradt is a 
new student operator in the Tecumseh 
Traffic office. Welcome, Marie. ... Clara 
Costello visited her sister in Auburn... . 
Irby Halverstadt was called to Lincoln by 
the serious illness of his brother-in-law the 
week-end of March 17. 


Wilber 


Mrs. Sylvia Anthony, Betty Anthony, 
and Vila Knapp made a trip to Crete. .. , 
Norma Fort was a Lincoln shopper. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Assoc'ate Editor 
Benedict 


Mildred Brobst, Chief Operator-Cashier, 
is going to Omaha for a few days, via Lin- 
coln where Florence and Elaine Buell, 
former operators at Gresham, will join her 
for the remainder of the trip. 

Bradshaw 


Miss Ann Seymour spent a few days in 
York and Bradshaw assisting Mrs. Word in 
her new position of Chief Operator-Cashier 
at Bradshaw. Mrs. Walker, our former 
Chief Operator-Cashier is retiring after 25 
years of service with the Company and 
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will leave soon to live with her daughter 
in Baltimore, Maryland. 


Fairmont 


It seems Lincoln is a popular place for 
the Fairmont operators. Wynona Lusk was 
there March 8 and Ethel Prescott on March 
17. 

Geneva 


Marian Hillgren, our news reporter, 
seems to think she is working too hard, 
therefore, it is up to the Traffic girls this 
month. . . . Our newcomers are Deloris 
Stengel, LaNora Hopken, Berniece Will- 
coxon and Mae Thomas. Welcome, girls. 
The girls leaving are Irene Apley, who is 
helping with dairy work; Dorothy Con- 
nors, who plans to help her parents on the 
farm; Betty Hester, who is leaving town; 
June and Jean Sole, who are leaving town, 
the latter being married February 27 to 
Robert Moritz; and last but not least, 
Phyllis Otte to join her sister who has re- 
turned from Denver. ... Mrs. Mareldine 
Maw underwent an appendectomy at the 
Geneva General Hospital on March 7. She 
is now convalescing at her home... . Mrs. 
LaVerne Langetieg, who resigned to join 
her husband who recently returned from 
32 months in the South Pacific, writes that 
she is enjoying the sunny south. . . 
Evelyn DuBois and Helen Hillyer spent 
March 16 in York. . . Marian Hillgren 
spent March 13 in Lincoln. . . . Winona 
Bobbitt and Phyllis Fellows visited the 
Lincoln office while there March 8. . 
Erma Dixon spent the’ week-end of March 
17 in Lincoln visiting her sister and fam- 
ily.... Mrs. Hazel Ellis and Emma Ebbeka 
are still struggling through toll. ...C. J. 
Crew, Area Manager, was absent the week 
of February 26 due to illness. ... War and 
all its realities were again brought home to 
Geneva when Jean Walters of the Traffic 
Department received news February 15 of 
the death of her husband in the Luzon 
campaign. 

Hastings 


If you ever walk into the Commercial 
office and hear some queer noises, it’s 
only Alma Herzog talking the language 
of her nine months old nephew. She 
really believes in making them telephone 
conscious young and, strange as it may 
seem, she understands everything he Says. 
How come, Al? ,, We always thought 
it paid to know the right people. It isn’t 
everybody that gets a permit to buy a new 
Stove. Everyone is invited to Bee Rohrer’s 
for a demonstration, but we know she 
can’t cook. After Marie Brewer’s 
week end trip to Nelson, we are beginning 
to wonder if Ralph Wait is her ideal or 
if she would have to have her teeth 
pulled anyway. Let’s hope she does a 
better job of keeping track of hers, if 
and when she gets them. . Mr. Wait, 
that distinguished character that promen- 
ades through the Commercial office has 
been very willingly displaying a most at- 
tractive picture of himself taken on a re- 
cent hunting trip—gray beard and _ all. 
General pueenee Wait, they call him. 

A warning has been issued to Omaha as 
Mary Ann Swanson is spending the week 
end in the big city. She says that she is 
going to do some shopping, but we're 
wondering because:she said on March 18, 
“Today I am a lady.” Better take that 
birth certificate along just in case, Mary. 

. We always look forward to a certain 
date in March as that is the only time 
in the year that we ever receive a gift 
from Jim Dudgeon. Since Jim has a 
“wee bit’’ of Irish in him, he has tried to 
convert us by furnishing us with sham- 
rocks. He could only afford ten this year 
because of his income tax... .In the Traf- 
fic Department, we'd like to renew 
acquaintances with several operators who 
have returned. The Misses Gwen McCombs 
and Shirley Harris leave their bedside prac- 


tice at the hospital to lend us assistance 
whenever possible, and JoAnn McDonald 
finds some time from her school activities 
to be back with us. ... We also say greet- 
ings to a few girls who have joined the 
regular force, namely, Berniece Gary, 
Elaine Oakes, Geraldine Paulson, Con- 
stance Ray, Mrs. Ruth Stewart and Mrs. 
Mary Pottorf. .. . If anyone is wonder- 
ing .why Lauretta Einspahr is beaming, 
it is because she recently became “Auntie 


Laurie.” ... We would like more infor- 
mation concerning the Hoffman vs. Hoff- 
man case. How about it Frieda? ... We 


understand that Mrs. Combs is buying 
hats designed for day or night. Some com- 
fortable little creation designed for sleep- 
ing. ... “I'll take the long way Home” 
seemed to be Audrey Ransom’s theme 
song the day she opened the door labeled 
“Men’s Dressing Room” by mistake. Did 
you change your tune, Audrey? .. . We 
wonder if LaVeta Hajny will have the 
nerve to ask a subscriber to limit his call 
to five minutes after the lengthy conver- 
sation she had with her boy friend who 
recently landed on the west coast. Well, 
truthfully, can anyone blame her? . . 
Mrs. Phyllis Volz spent the first few days 
of February in York helping her family 
move. Now we know why Rogene Yost 
looked so lonely. ... We’ve heard that a 
new hair style is good for lifting ones 
morale. Garnet Buss believes in it, too. 
Speaking of morale, Mrs. Pauline 
LaBarge received a booster from her hus- 
band overseas—L.S.M.F.T. . Could Jean 
(Do-Do) Steffen and ArVera (Pete) 
Petersen help it if the army insisted on 
getting on the wrong bus the night the 
girls took off for the country to spend 
the week end? A good time was had by 
all. ... Marie Pearson spent the week end 
of February 24 in York. She returned 
Monday morning looking a little travel 
worn but she says it isn’t a vacation un- 
less you return feeling worse than you did 
before. . . . Dorothy Osterthun spent Feb- 
ruary 17, 18 and 19 visiting her family in 
Tecumseh and reports having had a 
“super” time on Saturday night. ... We 
regret to report that Mrs. Anthony Rin- 
done, formerly Melva Wright, has left us 
and has headed east to be with her in-laws 
as her husband has left for overseas... 
We say hello again to Mrs. Ralph Wait 
who is helping out during the absence of 
Mrs. Dorothy Rodine who is visiting her 
husband in Denver. ... If anyone knows 
where a good alarm clock with automatic 
control can be found, please notify Jean 
Steffen and Freida Hoffman. ... The 
main topic of discussion in the Plant 
Department is the big bowling event to 
take place March 25 at Hastings. We'll 
try to get the details in the next issue of 
the ‘‘News.” . Pvt. Eddie Van Nord- 
heim of the Third Rangers Battalion is 
spending his furlough with his parents Mr. 
and Mrs. J. G. Van Nordheim. 


Hebron 


Dorothy Stowell, who has been work- 
ing at the Bruning Army Air Base switch- 
board, is back at the Hebron switchboard. 

. J. S. Jackson and C. C. Donley were 
recent visitors at the Hebron exchange 
... Delores Moell resigned the latter part 
of March to help at home. 

Ohiowa 

A party was staged Sunday evening, 
March 4, at the home of Mrs. Bess Nippert, 
Chief Operator, honoring Mrs. Phyllis 
Witherby, who was transferred to Lincoln. 
The evening was spent playing cards and 
refreshments were served. The girls pre- 
sented Mrs. Witherby with a going away 
gift. 

Shickley 

Mrs. Margaret Sanburg, Chief Operator, 
spent March 14 in Wahoo attending me- 
morial services for her nephew, Ensign 
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John Lungershausen, who was killed in 
action in the South Pacific. 


Superior 


Frances Harmon, Chief Operator, is help- 
ing in the Hastings office temporarily. ... 
Wedding bells rang for Mary Ann Hudson 
on February 23, when she became the 
bride of Pfc. Harry Robinson. Best wishes 
to the newlyweds. . The Traffic De- 
partment scored two marriages. Eleanor 
Hensell, Assistant Chief Operator, was 
married to Chester Moran on March 14. 
So, again, best wishes. ... Clarinda Lake 
made a trip to Denver to visit her sister. 

. Nadeen Messersmith did some shop- 
ping in Hastings. ... Traffic Department 
had a shower for Mary Ann Robinson on 
March 6. The evening was spent making 
a scrap book for the bride. Delicious re- 
freshments ended a lovely evening. . . 
Frances Sarchet journeyed to St. Paul, 
Nebraska, to attend a formal wedding of 
her cousin. . . Bonnie Brittenham en- 
joyed having her boy friend spend a part 
of his furlough at her home. 

Sutton 


Fred Adkins, Area Manager, is the proud 
owner of a new dog, Domino. Jack 
Mankamyer brought his hound down to 
the office the other day. We haven’t 
decided which one will take the blue 
ribbon. . . . Edith Schleiger, Chief Op- 
erator, spent the week end of March 17 
in Grand Island. ... Perry Caldwell has 
returned to work after a prolonged illness. 
We’re glad to have you back, Perry. 


York 


This month we have both good and bad 
news. Good, in that we wish much hap- 
piness to Beth Bair who was married Feb- 
rurary 26 to Cpl. R. E. McComas; bad, as 
we bid farewell to Rosalind Pickrel who 
resigned and moved to Denver to live with 
her brother. Beth McComas and 
Lenore Cavender are new toll students 
with Nyla Peters as instructor. ... “Shag” 
Eichenour and his gang have completed 
the rearrangement of block wiring around 
the business section of York. . . . George 
Mehuron is ready and waiting for the 
weather (which is as unpredictable as 
ever) to clear up so he can break in his 
new tractor-cultivator combination on his 
spring garden. He has us worried, though, 
as to where he is going to sit while driv- 
ing the machine. Glen Stuart is 
anxiously waiting for the fishing season 
to start. He sits out in his yard each 
evening with his pole, hip boots and a big 
smile. Here’s luck to you, Glen. 


Mildred Cohn, Nebraska City Operaior, re- 
laxes for a moment in the operators’ 
lounge. 
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YOU KNOW VERY WELL 
THAT STUFF AINT FIT FER 
MAN NOR BEAST 


WHY DON'T THOSE LINCOLN MASTER MINDS 
ISSUE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSEMBLING 
THESE THINGS ! 


WANA 


Pree, 


WPT Somay 
oe AA ta 


Hin 


BY CRUEL FATE Bi sr 


| 
| 


VI 


i 


Boa ) yA ae 7 : 

FOR HOLDING ADVERTISING POSTERS AND A SS Kit 
FRAFFIC TRICK. CARD HOLDER ARRIVED AT || /GRZ/Z. COLWAY Como rroves H/S POINT!) 
FAIRBURY IN THE SAME MAIL - AND RED GEAR | ~WHO ‘ROSE UP IN 4 SAFETY MEETING 10 SIRESS HE 
SPENT THE REST OF THe DAY TRYING |} DANGERS IN WORKING AROUND MANHOLES~AND THE: 
0 FIT THEM ToGeTHeR. SAME HETERNOON FELL INTO ONE AND BUSTED A RIB. 
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BUT HONEY ~ IT WAS 
AN ACCIDENT ! 


CARL HAL HAS FINALLY REALIZED HIS 
LIFES AMBITION AND NOW OWNS A HORSE, 
HERE HE IS TRYING OUT HIS HAND AT 
LEADING HIS HORSE To WATER . 
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HERES MILT MEICALE TRYING TO EXPLAIN 
HOW HE HAPPENED TO LOCK HIS WIFE OUT 
OF THE HOUSE AND THEN LEAVE TOWN FOR 
THE DAY . . THE URS." GOT NOWHERE IN 
HER EFFORTS TO FORCE AN ENTRY AND MILT 
GOT JUST AS FAR IN HIS EFFORTS TO 
EXPLAIN THE MATTER. 
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THE NIGHT WAS COLD AND, JUST 10 BE ON THE 
SAFE SIDE, ED BREHM TODDLED 10 THE BASEMENT 
10 GET HIS LAST JUG OF ANTI-FREEZE. HE BROUGHT 
IP A GALLON OF VINEGAR INSTEAD, AND POURED 
IT ALL IN THE RADIATOR BEFORE, DISCOVERING’ 
HIS MISTAKE . 


THEY CANT DO THIS To ME - I'LL 
HAVE ‘EM FIRED — I'LL GET “EM 
DRAFTED — ITS AN 
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JACK MASON BLUNDERED INTO 
THE WRONG DRESSING ROOM DURING 
THE RECENT GROUP MEDICAL EXAMINATION 
OF THE HASTINGS EMPLOYEES . 


OUTRAGE ! 


WHENEVER ANYONE IN THE GENERAL OFFICE 
NEEDS A HELPING HAND THEY ALWAYS CALL 
FOR LYMAN “WHERE'S THEM JANITORS" NEFF, 


THE GREAT HELM 1S PLENTY MAD AT THE 


YORK POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR PLITTING ft SINCE CHARLIE ALBERS PLOWED UP | | 
SuNMONS ON HIS CAR. CLAUDE'S ONLY OFFENSE || “THE WRONG GARDEN PATCH-BURYING || Gor INTO A TIGHT She ID OMLEELY 
WAS TO PARK ALL AFTERNOON ON A FIFTEEN JUDGE FISHERS SPROUTING PEAS - He CONFOUNDED “THE P.B.X, OPERATOR 


B¥ TRYING TO PLACE # 


MINUTE LINE, CARRYING AWAY THE KEY, 50 THE CAR HAS BEEN VERY CAREFUL To KEEP OUT 
CALL TO HIMSELF, 


COULDN'T BE MOVED EVEN HAD HIS FRIENDS 
| BEEN 50 INCLINED, a Kil SIGHT OF ALL MEN OF THE LAW. 


/ . 
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the day of final victory. 
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means shortening 11 return safely 
Samer er Seer men and women who will 
ing the number of 0 
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tered the arme 
loved ones they leit behind when they ente 
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‘me Uncle Sam 
me a long way in this war and each tl 
We have co 


magnificently, 
ked for an additional loan you have responded g 
has aske 


he Battle 
but we still have a long Way to go. The 


bigger, tougher anv aa. 
pegun and it 1s likely Ss eh eee ‘ions of fighting men 
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me Sacrifice; and many 
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more who will ma 
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7 GUY. O. SEATON, ‘ 
Director of Personnel. 
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a 


ALL OUT FOR THE MIGHTY SEVENTH WAR LOAN 
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F YOU have an idea or suggestion 
that you think has merit or value 
here is your opportunity to cash in 
Ask your supervisor for an 
entry blank, fill out the form describ- 


This committee, composed of rep- 
resentatives of the Plant, Traffic, Ac- 


ments together with the Personnel 
Director acting as chairman, will re- 
ceive and review the suggestions. 


(ash Gn on your worthwhile ideas 


An employee suggestion plan, brand new in its scope and ap- 


plication, designed to encourage worthwhile ideas from the 
rank and file of employees on the job, improve Company opera- 
tions and promote the general welfare of the employee group. 


Prizes range from $2.00 to $100.00 


excluding, however, any matters ditions 


which are appropriate only for col- 


lective bargaining between the 
Union and the Company. 


safety practices. 


rials. 
nae l 
ing or explaining your thought fully ae i pais . ee _ ay 6. Ways to reduce unnecessary 
and send it directly to the chairman P perintengents or “eparty paper work by simplifying or elimi- 
ment Heads are eligible to receive 
Suggestion Committee at S 


nating records, reports and forms. 
awards for suggestions. 


. . 7. Ways to improve the design of 
Suggestions or ideas on any of the 


the telephone plant, equipment, 
following subjects would be most ap- tools, etc. 
counting and Commercial Depart- ce a Here is an opportunity to turn our 
1. Ways to improve earnings by 


combined knowledge and experience 
producing new sources of revenue or 


and promote health ana 


5. Ways to save time and mate- 


After being received, each sugges- 
tion will be numbered and submitted 
to the committee anonymously so 
that no influence of personality or 
acquaintance will be possible, and 
each idea will be judged solely on its 


individual merits. 


Awards will be classified into five 


groups on the basis of their relative 
worth or merit in accordance with 
the best judgment of the committee. 
These will be grouped as follows: 


eeubiatetes aoe $10.00 
occas tears ceo 7.50 
| Ee ae ae 5.00 
BNE iiss eee a 3.50 
ae ene 2.00 


In addition, special awards rang: 
ing to a maximum of $100.00 may be 
made where the adoption of a sug- 
gestion will result in a known or de- 
terminable economy, or if the adop- 
tion of a suggestion results in in- 
creased revenue for the Company. 


Suggestions should be practical in 
their proposed application and should 
contain ideas for increasing ef- 
ficiency, improving and liberalizing 
service, increasing revenue, provid- 
ing economies, and may propose mat- 
ters which would improve the gen- 
eral welfare of the employee group, 


by reducing unnecessary expenses. 


2. Ways to improve the quality 
or increase the value of service fur- 


nished the customer. 


3. Ways to promote good custom- 


er relations. 


4. Ways to improve working con- 


into useful and practical channels for 
the betterment of our Company and 
those it serves—that is, its customers, 
its employees and its owners, and, 
at the same time, to collect a few 
extra dollars on the side. 


Ask your supervisor for a sugges- 


tion form and put the old brain cells 
to work for extra dividends. 


The Suggestion Committee 


f Ne committee of five composed of representatives 


from the Plant, Traffic, Accounting and Commercial 
Departments with the Personnel Director acting as chair- 
man will receive and judge suggestions and determine the 
awards. Suggestions will be judged anonymously so that 
the decisions will not be influenced by personality or 
acquaintance. 


George P. Barney 
Plant Department 


A. O. Andrews 
Traffic Department 
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Bruce J. Sievers 
Accounting Dept. 


Chairman 
Guy O. Seaton 
Personnel Director 


K. L. Lawson 
Commercial Dept. 


Star number 132 has been placed on 
our service flag for WALDENE M. 
VALENTINE, combinationman at Has- 
tings who entered the service April 26. 
Wally will be sorely missed at the west- 
end office as, having turned eighteen only 
last January, he represented almost the 
only sign of youth to be found among 
telephone men in that section. 


BOB STALL, RM 2/C is at the U. S&S. 
Naval Hospital at Norman, Oklahoma re- 
covering from an operation, or series of 
them, on a nerve of the leg. Since re- 
turning home from the Gilbert Islands 
on leave last September, Bob has spent 
the greater part of his time as a patient 
in various hospitals. 


An item of news to be viewed with 
mixed emotions is that of Cpl. HOWARD 
STROUP’S return to this country from a 
general hospital in England. The an- 
ticipation of again being able to cast 
eyes upon the tall corporal is dampened 
somewhat by the knowledge that he has 
not responded satisfactorily to the efforts 
across the water to bring him back to 
health. Howard was hospitalized by an 
attack of yellow jaundice and seemed well 
on the way toward recovery when he was 
again laid low by contracting pneumonia, 
the effect of which is the apparent reason 
for his evacuation to these shores. 


An airliner from Africa alighted at 
Miami a couple of weeks ago and from its 
cargo space were escorted a baby hippo, 
two gorillas, an aardvark and Cpl. 
LLOYD CLEVELAND. After a sharp 
exchange of words with a _ near-sighted 
zoo keeper, young Cleveland rushed for 
a telephone booth to inform the home 
folks of the happy tidings. Lloyd has 


Pfc. James D. Green, former lineman on 

the Hastings construction crew, ‘was 

wounded in Germany and is now in a hos- 
pital in Wales, 


Sergeant Ray Chambers 


Thirteen years ago, in the days of 
“Chinese incidents,” and mounting evi- 
dence of the aggressive path to be taken 
by the little men from Nippon, the latter 
seized upon an excuse to make an attack 
on the Chapai area of Shanghai. As the 
battle swirled through the streets it often 
crossed beyond the boundary of the Inter- 
national Settlement, whereupon the com- 


bined forces of the British and American 
troops stationed there would arrive to 
push the belligerents from the area. 

So it came about that Ray Chambers, 
of the construction department obtained a 
preview of the Jap fighting machine and 
its methods, for he, at that time, was 
serving as a regular in the United States 
Army, having been detailed to Shanghai 
as a lineman and telephone operator with 
an infantry regiment. “We didn’t have 
any trouble with either side,” Ray recalls 
“However the Japs were brutal in their 
treatment of the people of the captured 
areas, bayoneting and shooting on the 
slightest excuse. On one occasion they tied 
a mother and her fourteen year old daugh- 
ter to a wall and burned them both alive.” 

Ray left the army at the completion of 
his enlistment term, returning to the 
United States, being recalled into service 
in October, 1942. His old regiment re- 
turned to the Philippines, remaining there 
until it disappeared as a military unit upon 
the surrender of Corrigedor. 

Now as Sgt. Chambers, with two years 
overseas duty, he is in the communications 
section of an air force fighter station in 


England. 


been selected as a candidate for officers’ 
training and was enrolled in the signal 
corps O.C.S. at Fort Monmouth in a 
class beginning May 21. The best part of 
the transaction was that he found it pos- 
sible to make a flying journey home where 
one of the orders of business was to renew 
acquaintance with the fast growing young 
son, Troy. The ‘News’ offers whole- 
hearted congratulations upon Lloyd's well 
earned opportunity for advancement. 


Our two Lincoln service department 
WAVES have now been promoted to sea- 
men second class and are assigned to their 
bases for extended training. ELEANOR 
JENSEN is at the Naval Air Station at 
Jacksonville, Florida, while DORIS 
CRATSENBERG is with the Naval 
Training School at Milledgeville, Georgia. 


Word comes from Pfc. JAMES D. 
GREEN, in a hospital in Wales, of his 
being wounded in action in Germany on 
March 24. Formerly a lineman on 
‘Babe’ Combs’ construction crew, James 
entered the service in June, 1944 and left 
for overseas on about the first of Febru- 
ary. He served with the 90th division of 
the 3rd army. He was wounded in the 
ankle and thigh and, at the time of writ- 
ing his last cheerful letter, was expecting 
to be out of bed in five or six weeks. 
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Shortly before becoming a casualty he 
had been promoted to a first class private. 


S/Sgt. BILL QUINN tells of the fight- 
ing through Germany in a recent letter 
which is quoted in part: “While I have 
a moment I'll dash off a few lines. It 
may come as quite a shock, but things are 
going pretty fast and rugged over here 
and I seldom have a chance to slow down. 
As you have seen by the papers, we are 
going to town over here. The pace is 
really furious—-hard to keep up with at 
times. I assure you these “Krauts” are 


Lloyd Murphy, center, to whom we are in- 
debted for the accompanying pictures, 
poses with two of his buddies in France 
beside the village pump which also does 
double duty as a G. I. laundry. 


getting all hell kicked out of them. I've 
never seen or imagined such wreckage 
and wild disorder and I’m much more 
satisfied to see such sights here than in 
France. Of course, we are no longer 
among friends as we were in France. 
These people just look at us in silence 
with little or no expression on their faces. 
We are not allowed to fraternize in any 
way with them; not that we have such a 
desire. Il be really happy when this 
thing is over. I’m afraid the luck of the 
Irish won’t always hold up for me, but so 
far so good.” 


S/Sgt. JOHN EIDENMILLER, of 
Weeping Water, though temporarily re- 
siding in Germany, reports that since 
D-day he has been kept busy without any 
breaks. He spent two months at Cher- 
bourg, handling supplies and was in Bel- 
gium at the time of the break-through. 
Since that time he has been with the Ist 
Army. John serves as a cook in the 348th 
Engineers. 


During the violent action of recent 
weeks in the European Theatre, it has 
been possible to pin-point, day by day, 
the location of at least one of our old 
friends, the Major DON CUNNING- 
HAM, whose “Hell On Wheels” division 
added daily to their fame by rampaging 
far in the vanguard of the fluid lines of 
the 9th Army. It was the “Hell On 
Wheels” who first made contact with the 
armor of the lst Army to complete the 


(Above) Familiar scenes during the Allied sweep across France 
were scores of Nazi prisoners trudging to prisoner of war camps. 


(Right) A light German anti tank gun that won't cause anybody 


any more trouble. 


bes Sgt ADRESS AN 


encirclement of the 


Ruhr, a feat which 


is hailed as bring- 
ing about one of 
the greatest victories of all time. A few 
days later, near the town of Hamm, they 
broke up a massive attempt of the Ger- 
mans to break out of the pocket by de- 
stroying three armored trains which were 
making a dash toward the east. It was Don 
himself who notified the batteries of 105 
MM self-propelled guns that the first of 
the trains was speeding toward their posi- 
tions. It was a double-header, loaded with 
troops, ammunition and gasoline, with a 
flak car at each end and an armored car in 
the middle. As the batteries poured round 
after round into the speeding train, it 
started to explode. One shell broke the 
coupling between the engines and the 
cars, and the locomotives took off at top 
speed, only to be shot to pieces farther 
down the line. 


Pfc. CLOYD BUCKNELL writes that 
he found “rough going” in the Ruhr to 
Rhine drive as his armored signal unit ex- 
perienced great difficulty in keeping com- 
munications abreast with the fast rolling 
tank battalion. In fact, in those days, it 
became necessary to drive all day and 
string wire all night. 


In a letter dated April 5, Cpl. GENE 
GEMMELL sent back a report from a fox- 
hole, somewhere east of the Rhine. The 
drive toward Berlin was going at a fast 
pace and Gene was 
finding quite a 


ad 


thrill in driving 
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(Left) A captured German self propelled field piece taken shortly 


after D-Day. 


(Below) The Normandy Invasion was greatly facilitated by com- 
plete allied mastery of the air. Most of the Luftwaffe challenging 
our advance met a fate similar to this. 


through the cities, sometimes being with 
the first unit to enter, and finding white 
flags waving from nearly every window. 
He does not deny, however, that the Ger- 
man soldier still was capable of making 
a savage stand, as some of his more recent 
experiences had convinced him. 


To Lt. LESLIE GEORGE HANSEN 
comes the honor of being the first among 
our employees to receive the distinguished 
flying cross which was pinned to his 
blouse, if room was found for it there, on 
April 23 by General Weyland. The D.F.C. 
finds itself in distinguished company, for 
George’s imposing array of medals in- 
clude, beside the usual area and conduct 
bars, the sharp-shooters’ badge, the air 
medal with four oak leaf clusters, the 
silver star and a Presidential Unit Citation. 
He flies with the famed ‘“*Thunderbums” 
of the 9th air force, although at the pres- 


ent writing he is on leave at a rest home 
in England. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


ERNEST M. BARNEY, Cpl. to Set. 
JAMES L. BAXTER, Cpl. to T/4. 


K. L. CHRISTENSEN, HA 1/C to 
PhM 3/C. 


DORIS CRATSENBERG, A.S. to S 2/C. 
JAMES D. GREEN, Pvt. to Pfe. 
ELEANOR JENSEN, A:S. to § 2/C. 


GENEVA 
MOCK 


WEDDING 


by 


Winona Bobbitt, Eita Griffin, Phyllis Fellows and 
Elsie Sole, collaborating as co-authors 


EDDINGS, 


as such, are 
memorable oc- 
casions and are 
not soon forgot- 
ten either by 
those in attend- 
ance or by those 
hapless individ- 
uals who assume 
the leading roles. 
However, when 
such happenings 
are accorded the 
pomp, ceremony 
and gusto which 
accompanied the 
recent nuptials 
of Mrs. Jean B25q Taree 
Moritz, nee Jean who pronounced the 
Sole, the mem- 


sentence. 
Orable occasions are at once trans- 


formed into momentous events. In 


commemoration, photographs were 
taken to prove what actually took 
place and our collaborating co- 


The rejected suitor, Winona Bobbitt, and ring bearer, Helen 
Adermann (and aren’t those shorts becoming?) 


Good things come in small parcels, they say, and the groom on 


this occasion was no exception. Eileen Ostdick took the part with 
Elsie Sole as the bride. 


Witnesses are generally considered as essential items on joyous oc- 


authors 
wheedled the 


following ac- 
count from their brain cells, which 
we are certain must have been left 
in a state of quivering prostration: 

“Several weeks ago the girls of the 
Traffic and Commercial departments 
had a miscellaneous shower for Mrs. 
Jean Moritz, the former Jean Sole. 
The highlight of the evening was the 
hillbilly mock wedding. Before the 
ceremony Marian Hillgren sang 
‘The Prisoner’s Song,’ and ‘Just Be- 
fore the Battle Mother.’ Then to 
the strains of ‘She'll -be Coming 
‘Round the Mountain’ played by 
Marian Hillgren, the wedding pro- 
cession started. 

“First on the scene was Ardeen 
Hofferber as the weeping mother, 
dressed entirely in black, weeping 
violently in a tea towel. She was 
all cried out by the time the rest 
made their debut. Finally the preach- 
er, played by Helen McDonald, 
ee Sg % dressed in a dark, 
| baggy suit, swal- 
low tail effect, 
with chic derby 
hat, and wearing 
horn-rimmed 
glasses made his 
appearance fol- 
lowed by the 
groom, Eileen 
Ostdick, and the 
best man, Eileen 
Bailey. 

“The ‘groom,’ 
weighing fully 


90 pounds, wore 


a pair of high 
water, unpressed, 
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rag bag trousers. 


casions but they make an exception and have them at weddings too. 
These hardy souls are, left to right, back row, Mayetta Hillgrenn, 
Helen Adermann, Eileen Bailey (peeking through), Phyllis Fellows . 
and Emma Ebbeka; front row, Eileen Ostdick, Elsie Sole and Evelyn 


DuBois. 


with very appropriate plaid shirt to 
match, his hat being of crushed felt, 
the style worn by grandpa during the 
“49 gold rush. The ‘best man’, be- 
decked in a pair of size 48 or 50 
overalls, also wore a comely hat of 
felt. The bridesmaid, Phyllis Fel- 
lows, wore a striking costume of the 
gay ‘90's. The ring bearer, Helen 
Adermann, a lanky lad of 5 ft. 6 in., 
wore a pair of shorts (shortened 


The bride’s Ma and Pa, Ardeen Hofferber 
and Evelyn DuBois. Rather a man’s size 
jug you're tottin’ there, Pappy. 


fully 2 inches or more just prior to 
the ceremony unbeknown to the 
wearer) with popular straw hat to 
match and carried the ‘tiny’ en- 
circlements on a lounging pillow. 
The ‘little’ flower girl, dressed in 
very brief, dainty print dress, with a 
large pink bow in her auburn tresses, 
sprinkled make believe rose petals 


(Continued on page 15) 
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(Above) 1. Ist Lt. W. C. Stewart, Jr., son of Walt Stewart, 
Lincoln Service Department, is an Asst. Engineer officer 
with the Marine Air Corps now serving at a Guam air base. 
Leaving for overseas duty in April, 1944, he has seen ac- 
tion at many Pacific bases and received a presidential cita- 
tion for getting supplies into Guadalcanal. He had the thrill 
of watching the B-29 bombers take off on their first raid 

on Tokyo. 
2. With the Merchant Marine service is Steward 2/c James 
Morgan, son of Mrs. Margaret Morgan, Shickley chief op- 
erator-cashier, who has seen much action in the Atlantic 
since he entered the service in. October, 1943. The picture 


PPT 


FAMILY 
SERVICE ALBUM 


aes (Above) 1. Ist Lt. George L. Hasik, son of Frances Hasik, Bruno relief 
operator, holds the Purple Heart for wounds received in Africa and the 
Silver Star for ‘Gallantry in Action” in that theatre. He flies a B-25 
Billy Mitchell bomber and went overseas in July, 1942. He is now sta- 


tioned at Florence, South Carolina. 


2. Recently enjoying a well earned leave after flying 17 missions dur- 
ing 9 months in the Solomons is A.R.M. 2/c Raymond L. Divis, son of 
Bridget Divis, chief operator-cashier at Steinauer. Raymond is now as- 
signed for duty at Pearl Harbor. 
3. William J. Egan, a sergeant with the 8th Air Force Supply Division 
in England has been helping bomb the Nazis since October, 1943. During 
recent months this division has handled a thousand tons of materiel 
daily. He is the son of M. F. Egan, Lincoln business office. 


was taken in New York City with his fiancee, Phyllis 


(Right) Dale Fort, re- 
cently promoted from 
corporal to sergeant, 
is with a ground crew 
of the Army Air Forces 
in New Guinea, having 
been transferred from 
Australia in May, 1944. 
He is the husband of 
Norma H. Fort, Wilber 
operator. 


Cinitiempo. 


(Left)’ Elwyn L. Ash- 
ford, storekeeper 3/c 
on an aircraft carrier, 
has participated in the 
invasions of Southern 
France, Iwo Jima and 


‘Luzon. At present he is 


with Vice Adm. Mit- 
scher’s 3rd _ fleet off 
Okinawa. His wife is 
Verda Ashford, Lincoln 
Supply Department. 


The two sons of §S. J. 
Dennis of the Lincoln 
toll test room, are S. J. 
Dennis, Jr., left, and 
Joseph A. Dennis, 
right. Both _ serving 
with the Navy, the for- 
mer is an aviation me- 
chanic l/c and has seen 
action in the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific 
theatres. He is now at 
San Diego in the Navy 
repair shops. Joseph, a 
seaman 2/c, received 
training at Farragut, 
Idaho and is now on 
the U.S.S. Bingeom, 
somewhere in the Pa- 
cific. S. J., Jr., is ex- 
pecting an early leave 
to return home. 


(Left) Nola B. Mahaf- 
fey, Hastings operator, 
is now happily on leave 
with her husband, 
Chief Radio Technician 
Ray F. Mahaffey in 
Philedelphia. He _ re- 
cently returned from 
duty in the Pacific. 


(Right) Donovan E. 
Keester, son of C. W. 
Keester, Lincoln com- 
binationman, has been 
a postal officer for the 
12th Armored Division 
of the 7th Army in 
Southern France until 
recently when he was 
placed in an Officers’ 
Candidate School near 
Paris. He entered the 
service in December, 
1940. 


Ray A. Lant 


Joseph A. Dennis Roscoe T. Heater Harold F. Arnold 


. Roscoe T. Heater is the husband of Evelyn L. Heater, Ohiowa A. and L. operator. 
He entered the service in September, 1942 and is now operating in the Philippines 
with the Army Air Forces after taking part in the Leyte Campaign. Z 

T/4 Harold F. Arnold has been too busy chasing Nazis to keep up on his correspond- 
ence but when last heard from he was in the Bavarian Alps with the 7th Army. an 
is a radio man with an anti-tank company and is the son of George Arnold, Linco = 
Entering the service in July, 1942, Cpl. Ray A. Lant received training in chemica 
warfare in several states ending in Camp Swift, Texas. He sailed for Europe me 
latter pari of January with the 96th Chemical Battalion. His dad is W. C. Lani of the 

Nebraska City Commercial Department. 


Robert R. Nelson 
Missing in Action 


Robert R. Nelson 


HE second of our folks in military 

service has now been reported as 
“missing in action.”” He is Robert 
R. Nelson, formerly with the Lin- 
coln Construction Department as a 
groundman from June to October, 
1943. 

Entering the navy in October, 
1943 after graduating from Lincoln 
High School he took his “boot” 
training at Farragut, Idaho and then 
attended the radio technician school 
at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, 
where he graduated in May, 1944. 
He was then assigned to duty and 
went overseas in July of that year. 

Placed on one of our newer and 
larger ships, he saw action in the 
Pacific and on December 19 his ship 
was torpedoed during the invasion 
of Leyte in the Philippines cam- 
paign. He returned home on leave 
last Christmas and was reassigned to 
duty the middle of January. 

The details of his latest misfor- 
tune are not known, however, his 
mother, Mrs. Bessie M. Nelson of 
Lincoln, believes the action took 
place near Okinawa. The last letter 
received from Robert was dated 
March 4, 1945. 

Robert was highly regarded during 
his short term of employment with 
us and was recognized as a boy of 
high character and many admirable 
qualities. The “News” extends the 
sincere wish that word of his well 
being, for which his family is hourly 
awaiting, will not be long in forth- 
coming. 


Pioneer Party Postponed 


AN indefinite postponement of the 

annual spring dinner and meet- 
ing of the Frank H. Woods Chapter 
of the Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association, originally sched- 
uled for April or May, has been an- 
nounced by the entertainment com- 
mittee. This action was regretfully 
taken after it became apparent that 
prevailing unfavorable conditions 
made it necessary. Government reg- 
ulations do not permit gatherings of 
this nature because of the transporta- 
tion situation and in addition it was 
found extremely difficult to provide 
food and accommodations. It is 
hoped that, conditions permitting, a 
meeting of the Association may be 
held later on, possibly in the form 
of a picnic. 

In a recent letter, President Merle 
M. Hale informed the membership of 
this decision and announced the 
holding of the annual election of of- 
ficers which will take place in June 
and will be conducted by mail. Mr. 
Hale also expressed the appreciation 
of the retiring officers for the lively 
interest and active participation in 
Association affairs which has been 
displayed by the entire membership 
and especially by those in charge of 
the various committees. Through 
this activity and interest a splendid 
growth in membership for the year 
has been experienced and a worth- 
while and entertaining program has 
been made possible. Mr. Hale be- 
spoke for the succeeding officers a 
continuation of this support and co- 
operation. 


The Signal Corps 
On Iwo Jima 


Ceo snipers and pillboxes, 

Signal Corps men of the Fifth 
Marine Division laid more than 700 
miles of telephone wire in their first 
five days ashore on Iwo Jima Island. 
Nearly 40 telephone exchanges and 
more than 200 sub-exchanges were 
tied in with two central switch- 
boards. The men were aided by Tim, 
a black Betuan Shepherd dog, who, 
carrying a reel of light telephone 
wire on a small harness, helped lay 
the lines. 
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“Smick’ Williams 


Does It Again 


C. “SMICK” WILLIAMS of 


Stromsburg, for whose magical 
abilities many have a deep seated re- 
spect, apparently has turned his tal- 


ents along this 
line to the field 
of contests and 
seems able to 
reach down into 
his trick hat and 
pull out a winner 
almost at will. 


Two months 
ago we reported 
his winning the 
National Safety Council’s calendar 
contest by popping up as the number 
one contestant in the January com- 
petition but since then, so help us, 
his entry has been one of the money 
winners for three straight months! 
Like all good mystic makers he prob- 
ably won't divulge _ professional 
secrets by telling how he does it but 
if any one happens to stumble on to 
his formula, please pass it along. 


L. C. Williams 


Death Takes 
Addie M. Brewer 


PRIL 26, 1945 marked the death 
LX of Mrs. Addie M. Brewer who 
passed away at the age of 55 at the 
Lutheran Hospital in Beatrice after a 
lingering illness. 

Mrs. Brewer had made her home 
in Wymore for many years serving 
there from February, 1919 to Sep- 
tember, 1941 with our Company in 
the various capacities of night op- 
erator, A and L operator and assist- 
ant chief operator. Ill health neces- 
sitated her retirement on sickness 
disability in September, 1941 and she 
was later placed on pension. 

Surviving are her husband M. E. 
Brewer and two daughters, Mrs. 
Jaunita Walbridge and Mrs. Velma 
Finch, both of Lincoln. Services 
were held April 29 at the Miller 
Funeral Home in Wymore with in- 
terment at Wymore. The “News” 
extends sincere sympathy to those 
bereaved on behalf of her many 
friends and former associates in the 
Company. 


Gerald Henderson's 
Fight on Iwo Jima 
ORPORAL Gerald R. Henderson 


certainly has had a man’s size 
share of conflict in this war. Enter- 
ing the Marine Corps in September, 
1942 from the 
Lincoln Supply 
Department, he 
has been in many 
bloody engage- 
ments including 
the Solomons, 
Bougainville, 
Guam and lastly 
Iwo Jima. He 
was wounded in 
the last campaign 
and the details of some of his experi- 
ences are contained in the following 
letter, recently received: 

“Tl try to explain what happened 
when I was hit, as regulations per- 
mit it now. I walked into four or five 
of the little ‘““Nippers” in a draw on 
Iwo. They were dressed like Marines. 
However, I shouldn’t have been 
fooled so easily, but it just so hap- 
pened that there were supposed to 
have been Marines there. I was 
about twenty yards from them, and 
as cautiously as possible crept up to 
watch them when they spotted me 
and started to jabber their “double 
talk.” After firing twice and hitting 
one, I decided to present a less avail- 
able target and hit for cover. One to 
four were firing at me as I ran and 
one slug knocked the rifle from my 
grasp and almost simultaneously an- 
other tore off my helmet. The next 
slug which came “too close” skimmed 
my skull and I went down for a slight 
count. For an hour and a half I lay 
there while they picked away at me. 
Finally I regained enough power to 
crawl for about thirty yards over a 
ridge and then made a break for 
cover. The next two shots went 
wild as I presented a difficult bulls 
eye, and, at last, I found a nice deep 
hole with company of four other 
“gyrenes.” They, too, were pinned 
down. Now, with five of us, we re- 
gained our confidence from “safety 
in numbers” and as we made our 
dash for home only one “Nipper” 
fired at us, and we got him, all five 
of us. At last, safety, and for me 


G. R. Henderson 


evacuation and the hospital. I have 
a bald spot where I was hit but the 
hair is growing back fast.” 


Gerald has now rejoined his outfit 
for further duty. 


Herb Velte in 


Luzon Hospital 
em from Herb Velte, former 


directory salesman, reaching us 
recently discloses that he has had 
the misfortune to contract a case of 
malaria while engaging in the Philip- 
pines Campaign with General Mac- 
Arthur on Luzon Island and has been 
confined to a hospital there. He 
contends that although slightly “an- 
cient” he still is “plenty tough” and 
assures us that he is getting along 
nicely. He now is in the convalescent 
stage and is looking forward to re- 
joining his heavy construction out- 
fit in the Signal Corps. 


Safe Drivers Awarded 


By Kiwanis Club 
ULMINATING another year in 


its “Driving Safely” contest the 
Lincoln Kiwanis Club on April 13 
at its annual dinner at the Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce awarded cer- 
tificates to sixty-three Lincoln em- 
ployees. Our Company again re- 
ceived the largest number awarded 
to any employee group. No acci- 
dents were reported during the en- 
tire year of 1944 for those partici- 
pating. 


Twelve of our drivers have driven 
safely since the contest started thir- 
teen years ago. These are Art 
Albers, F. E. Behm, R. N. Brendle, 
J. A. Dobbs, C. C. Donley, C. G. 
Hedstrom, A. C. King, C. H. Lieb- 
hart, G. O. SEATON! F. M. Stras- 
ser, E. Wedgwood and H. Zimmer- 
man. Twelve year awards were re- 
ceived by W. P. Conn, J. C. Miller, 
C. H. Pierce, D. C. Travis and Rex 
Winders; eleven years by J. Pugsley 
and W. H. Spurlock and ten years 
by Don Aydelott, C. Boyles, Jess 
May, G. E. Miller, Paul Schmeltzer 
and Bedric Wanek. Thirty-eight 
others received certificates for rec- 
ords ranging from one to nine years. 
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Mamie E. Holka 
Dies Suddenly 


HE sudden and untimely death of 

Mamie E. Holka, desk operator of 
the Lincoln Traffic Department and 
sister of Margaret Holka, chief op- 
erator at Ceresco, 
came as a stun- 
ning shock when 
it was learned 
that she had 
passed away un- 
expectedly at the 
home of her par- 
ents in Green- 
wood on April 
20. Prior to her 
death she had 
lost appreciably in weight and had 
taken time off to undergo medical 
examination, which, however, dis- 
closed no organic disability. Follow- 
ing a two weeks rest at Greenwood 
she had reported at the office on 
Thursday that the doctor had ad- 
vised her she could resume work the 
following Monday. However, she 
returned home to Greenwood and 
died suddenly the next evening about 
11:00 p. m. 

Always friendly, congenial and 
capable, she is perhaps best char- 
acterized by the remark of a friend 
and fellow worker as “just the sort of 
a girl a person likes to be around and 
work with.” She will be sorely 
missed by her many friends through- 
out the organization. Her twenty- 
eighth birthday would have been 
reached on May 12. 

Her telephone career dates back 
to 1937 when she worked as a re- 
lief operator at Greenwood before its 
conversion to dial operation. She 
also worked for a short time at 
Ceresco before coming to Lincoln in 
September, 1941 where she was en- 
gaged as night operator and then as 
desk operator. 

Surviving are her parents Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Holka of Greenwood, a 
brother Earl with the Army in 
Germany, and two sisters, Margaret 
and Thelma, both of Ceresco. Serv- 
ices were held at the Catholic 
Church at Greenwood on April 23 
with Father Francis Reynolds of 
Davey officiating. Interment was at 


Mamie E. Holka 


Greenwood. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


J. H. Hartley H. G. White 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


R. J. Rogers 
York 
30 Years 


Laura Sires 


Ida Townsend 
Lincoln Cook 
25 Years 25 Years 


W. Kent Eno 


Forty-One Years 
W. O. Bundy, Fairbury. 


Thirty-Three Years 
A. E. Holt, David City. 
Thirty-One Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln: 
R. J. Rogers, York. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto 
Nelsen, C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
M. F. Egan, Lincoin. 
Twenty-Six Years 


Michael Scanlon, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 


Laura Sires, Lincoln; Ida Townsend, 


Cook. 
Twenty-Four Years 
J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. F. 
Peachman, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
Ivan Paddock, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Irene Swan, 
David City. 
Twenty Years 
W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. Met- 


. Lloyd C. Jenkins 
Lincoln Lincoln 


20 Years 20 Years 


Hilda Johanns 
Plattsmouth 
20 Years 


calf, Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth; 
R. E. Wait, Hastings. 
Eighteen Years 
Minnie I. Allen, Elsie Powell, Lincoln: 
H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice; Tilla Phipps, 
Denton. 
Seventeen Years 
C. W. Helm, York; A. L. Johnson, J. 
E. Smith, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
Moreane Alldritt, Military Serivce; E. j 
Flowerday, Humboldt; R. E. Mills, Wy- 
more; W. T. Nyden, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
F. J. Donovan, Lincoln; Alethea Schul- 
ling, Raymond. 
Twelve Years 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
Otto Buck, L. W. Cleveland, Military 
Service; Minnie Metcalf, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
F. D. Nave, Fairbury; R. R. Winders, 
Military Service. 
Nine Years 


Effie Harbour, Humboldt; Dora Plessel, 
Milford. 
Eight Years 


P. J. Garvey, Military Service. 
Seven Years 


Esther E. Brown, Osceola; Erika Head- 


man, Stromsburg. 
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M. H. Metcalf 


Ralph E. Wait 
Lincoln Hastings 


20 Years 20 Years 


Blessed Events’ 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Tee Robert Colerick 
3 are the proud 
parents of a baby 
boy, Stephen 
Andrew, born 
April 18 at the 
Community Hos- 
pital in Wahoo. 
Mrs. Colerick 
was an operator 
at Wahoo for several years. 
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Journey's End 
EDWARD SHOEMAKER, father 


of Josie Shoemaker, operator at 
Nebraska City passed away on 
March 30. Funeral services were 


held April 2 at Nebraska City. 


MRS. MARY BURKETT, mother 
of Ralph Burkett, Lincoln Com- 
binationman, died at her home 
April 8. Funeral services were 
held April 10 at the Betheny 
Christian Church. 
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7th War Loan 


Our glorious victory over the Nazi 
armies in Germany is a fitting and 
inspiring prelude to the opening of 
the great 7th War Loan drive to raise 
the needed dollars for the crushing 
of our Nipponese enemies. 

The letter on page 2 which was 
sent to all employees on the eve of 
these victories under the joint signa- 
tures of the director of personnel and 
the president of the United Union of 
Telephone Workers, speaks for itself. 
We have always done our full share 
for Uncle Sam in former drives and 
now, with the job on the battle fields 
on the home stretch, all of us as 
good Americans, will want to do our 
part to help get it over with. 

The official dates of the drive will 
be from May 14 to June 30, how- 
ever, payroll deductions from April 
9 to June 30 will count toward 
quotas. The total quota for all em- 
ployees is $62,000.00 which is some- 
what less than last time. This should 
mean breaking quotas to an even 
greater degree than before. 

Area and interdepartmental com- 
petition will be conducted on a com: 
parable basis with the last drive and 
the winning team will again be on 
the receiving end of one of those 
famous parties. 


Released From Jap Prisons 


HE recent word of the release of 

Americans from Jap prison camps 
on Luzon brought joy to telephone 
circles in Fairbury. 

W. M. Reid, cousin of Mandane 
Reid, Fairbury cashier, and Wm. C. 
Ahlschwede, brother of Martha 
Ehlers, Fairbury operator, were freed 
in the raids on Los Banos and Camp 
Cabanathuam _ respectively. The 
latter is the first camp released by 
MacArthur's paratroopers. 


A. G. Israelson Retired 
Operator Passes Away © 
LONG and colorful career for 


another veteran of the telephone 
industry was closed on April 3 with 
the passing of A. G. Israelson who 
for many years acted. as operator, 
cashier, and, at one time, as man- 
ager of the Saronville Exchange. 
His service dates back to October, 
1906 when he was employed by the 


Harvard Telephone Company as the 
exchange operator which position he 


held until July, 1914 when he was 
placed on the payroll of our Com- 
pany following the purchase of the 
Harvard Company property. He op- 
erated the exchange continuously un- 
til the date of his retirement on pen- 
sion in January, 1937. 

Although a physical disability 
made it somewhat difficult for him 
to get around he was widely known 
throughout the western territory and 
took an active interest in community 
and church affairs. He wrote for 
a number of papers for nearby com- 
munities including the Clay County 
Sun which printed one of his articles 
in the issue published following his 
death. 

The funeral was held at the 
Methodist Church at Saronville with 
interment at that community. Sur- 
viving are his wife, two sons, Grant 
of Saronville; Ralph of Denver and 
a daughter, Mrs. Fred Hansen of 
Aurora. 


Frank Donovan 


On Leave 

RANK DONOVAN has found it 

necessary to take a rest from his 
activities in the Lincoln Shop because 
of his health and has moved to Den- 
ver. In failing health for some time, 
he recently spent a few days at a 
Lincoln hospital where it was de- 
cided it would be best for him to take 
things easy for a time. He is ona 
disability leave and according to 
present plans expects to return as 
soon as he is able. His genial pres- 
ence around the shop and supply for 
the past fourteen years has created 
a niche not easily replaced and we 
all hope for a recovery of health and 
an early return to the job. 
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“Happiness Ahead” 

Barbara Brown 
of the Auburn 
Traffic Depart- 
ment and Sp (r) 
Robert W. Chap- 
man of the Air 
Transport Com- 
mand were unit- 
ed in marriage 
March 26. The 
ceremony was 
performed by Rev. Wm. I. Hastie at 
Hiawatha, Kansas. Sp. Chapman 
returned to Alameda, California 
where he is stationed and Mrs. Chap- 
man is continuing her work. 

e@ @ 

The marriage of Kathryn Brooke, 
P.B.X. operator in the Lincoln Traf- 
fic Department and Leonard Martin 
was solemnized April 21 at Marys- 
ville, Kansas by Rev. Reseler. 

e@ °®@ 

Jean Harris of the Fairbury Traf- 
fic Department and S 2/C Lewis 
Bales of Fairbury were united in 
marriage March 7 at Washington, 
Kansas. 


~ 
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Fern Nelson, operator at Superior, 
was married April 22 in Portland, 
Oregon to Staff Sgt. Everett Christ- 
ensen. Staff Set. Christensen is en- 
joying a thirty day furlough after 
returning from overseas. 


According to recent scientific find 
ings, the war is bringing about many 
changes in the physical characteris- 
tics of women, one of the most im- 
portant being larger feet due to in- 
creased walking. 


(Ed. Note:) Heh, heh, heh! 


One of the most valuable tele- 
phone lines in the world, with all of 
its poles of native teak and mahog- 
any, has been erected in Bougainville 
by members of a U. 5S. Army com- 
munications team. The line is five 
miles long, 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 


Ashland 

Loraine Bryant is the first to take her 
vacation. She is spending it cleaning 
house. ... Mr. and Mrs. Ed Dorland and 
son, Douglas, visited at the office, Satur- 
day, April 21. . Mrs. Armstrong and 
Mr. and Mrs. Potter attended the funeral 
of Miss Mamie Holka of Greenwood... . 
Mrs. Agnes Moran visited her husband, 
Pvt. Ernest Moran in Chicago and also in 
Wisconsin. 


Beaver Crossing 


The Bell girls, operators here, got word 
recently that their brother who was a 
liberated prisoner of war is in a hospital 
in France. 


David City 


You’d think someone had hit the jack- 
pot around here by the big spread the 
operators put on the other night. Figura- 
tively speaking, I guess we did. Ham and 
all the trimmin’s was the menu. After 
the last glass was emptied and the last 
plate cleaned, we departed for the local 
cinema where some of the gals went to 
sleep. After the cinema we came back 
to the office where a few items (cough, 
cough) were finished up. Honor at this 
shindig was given to Irene Swan, our 
chief operator, who celebrated her ‘‘ump- 
teeth” birthday. She was given a beauti- 
ful corsage of pink sweet peas and carna- 
tions. Though we all know how old she 
is, Irene refused to have any candles on 
the cake. Anyway we know the number 
would have been around 16. Flatterers, 
aren't we? .. . . Now what have we 
gone and done??? The FBI came and got 
one of our operators. Just lead her to 
cell number thirteen, on Friday the thir- 


(Right) A recent hunt- 
ing excursion from 
Hastings into the wilds 
of western Nebraska 
on the Loup River near 
Elba resulted in the ac- 
companying photo- 
graphs. Left to right 
they are: ‘’Mac’’ Mac- 
donald, A. T. & T,; 
“Nick” Hansen, Has- 
tings; Ralph Waii, Has- 
tings; Clarence Lehr; 
A. T. & T.; “Smitty” 
Smith, Lincoln Junc- 
tion; Plumer, A. T. & 
T.; Curt Kruegar, A. T. 
& T.; “Buck” Isaman, 
Hastings; “Judy” 
Tamosi, A. T. & T. 


teenth in Sing Sing and feed her bread 
and water is all we ask. Seriously though, 
Virginia Tenny is leaving us to work for 
the FBI in Washington, D. C. Congratula- 


tions and the best of luck to you on your 


new job, Virginia. . Seems as if the 
cashier has been having some good luck 
lately. She was the recipient of a $10.00 
LI TPO. <.ccdseuces and when she cele- 
brated her 2list birthday on the 29th of 
March, here came twenty-one beautiful 
red roses. Seems as if she was also fortu- 
nate enough to go to Omaha the 14th of 
April and dance to Les Brown and his 
orchestra at the Chermont. Could be 
you were born under a lucky star, but 
confidentially, that isn’t what the hori- 
scope says. By the way, who is the un- 
lucky fellow or is it three different ones?? 


Milford 


We have a new operator, Stella Sowers. 
Good luck to you, Stella. 


Nebraska City 


The Nebraska City office wishes to ex- 
tend its deepest sympathy to Josie Shoe- 
maker in the passing away of her father. 
: . There has been quite a bit of sick- 
ness here. Maxine McIntire has just been 
released from St. Mary’s Hospital after 
having her appendix removed. Velma 
Abker says she spent a very enjoyable 
week-end having her tonsils out. Is she 
kidding? Lois Teten was home sick with 
a cold last week. We hope everyone is 
feeling better soon. This certainly 


must be the season for diamonds. Miriam 
Haas’ surprise turned out to be her ring. 
And, Josie Shoemaker returned sporting 
a big beautiful diamond too. The Army 
and Navy sure do things up right, don’t 
they, girls. Congratulations! ....It seems 
Brown’s Park is the real source of enter- 


(Left) Ralph Wait's 
station wagon provided 
“home style’ accom- 
modations. Holding the 
proof of their hunting 
prowess are Tamosi, 
Wait, Isaman and 
Smith. 


tainment around here and we might add 
the only source. Just ask Imo Hurlburt, 
and by the way, Imo, who was that man? 
oe . Mary Ross is spending the week- 
end in Omaha. Have a good time, Mary. 
Lillian Baker went to Lincoln this 
week shopping for a formal for the High 
School Prom next week. ... While visit- 
ing her brother in Minnesota, Kathryn 
Owens had the opportunity to see the 
“Tee Follies’’ in Minneapolis. . . . The 
girls here are very happy with the new 
“coke’’ machine. ... The week-end of the 
7th, Maxine Meyers spent in Syracuse 
visiting friends, and speaking of Syracuse 
reminds us of Eunice Segelke who is an- 
other frequent visitor there. ...From the 
smiles that have replaced that lost look 
on Elaine Hoffman’s face you can easily 
tell Miriam Haas has returned from a 
week’s absence while her Navy man was 
home. ... We certainly had quite a rain 
here Sunday and Margie Gess_ should 
know, she went home and was unable 
to get back until Tuesday. But a little 
rain didn’t scare Mary Bartyzelle, she 
was here Monday bright and early as 
usual. 
Plattsmouth 
Ruth Koukal returned to work April 2, 
after spending one week’s vacation at 
home resting. . Harriette Wynn, who 
has been on the sick list for a week has 
returned to work, April 17. .. . Helen 
Ledgway and Harriette Wynn spent April 
20 in Omaha shopping. 


Seward 


Well, I wonder what the ‘‘News Report- 
er’? can round up this time. Sometimes 
I think ‘‘News”’ is also rationed. Merna 
McClain entertained the gals at a party 
recently. Pinochle was the diversion of 
the evening, after which a very delicious 
lunch was served. ... Martha Merz spent 
Easter at Crawford visiting Cpl. and Mrs. 
Bill Machmueller and son, Billie. By all 
reports she had a swell time. . . . Martha 
and Beata Merz spent a day in Lincoln 
recently shopping. Willa Robbins is at 
Wray, Colo., for a while convalescing 
from a recent operation. Hurry and get 
well, Willa, we surely miss you. ... We 
have a new lamp added to our new rest 
room furniture, which is very pretty. The 
gals are crocheting sets for the chairs 
and davenport which have made quite an 
attraction; also the gals of the Traffic 
Department had a quick weinie roast the 
other night. All that could, hopped into 
their slacks, bought the ‘‘goodies” and 
made for the park a hippety-hop. Did 
they have fun? You guess!!! .... We are 
sorry to hear that “‘Baldy’’ Balderson fell 
down a flight of stairs the other morning. 
We don’t know his condition when he 
went up but we know how it was when 
he came down. As a result of the fall 
he’ll have to miss a couple of days work. 
All kidding aside, we’re really sorry. Get 
to cutting the rug again soon “Baldy.” 


Utica 


Dorothy Luth, a new student, will com- 
plete her training the last of April. Con- 
gratulations to you, ‘‘Dot.” 


Wahoo 


Dorothy Vant, Traffic Department, 
Wahoo, is the first vacationer here. She 
left for California, April 24. ... Shirley 
Lorenz, formerly Shirley Miller, resigned 
her work as operator to go out on the 
farm near Yutan. She is busy raising 
chickens and has promised all her friends 
a chicken dinner. We won't forget that 
soon, Shirley. We congratulate Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Colerick, who are the 


parents of a baby boy, Stephen Andrew, 
born April 18 at the Community Hospital. 
Mrs. Colerick had been an operator at 
Wahoo for several years. . . . Announce- 
ment was received of the arrival of “Bill 
Lee” who will make his home with Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. E. Barnard, Orlando, 
Florida. Mrs. Barnard was formerly Ruth 
Trutna of the Traffic Department at 
Wahoo... . We report George Cruickshank 
as much improved and we expect him 
back on the job soon. . Eva Kapke, 
our able chief operator at Cedar Bluffs, 
is undergoing quite a siege of old fash- 
ioned flu and we miss her cheery voice. 

_. The friends and employees in Wahoo 
Area wish to express their sympathy to 
Margaret Holka and her family upon 
their recent bereavement. 


Weeping Water 


Miss Addalene Lorensen was visiting 
friends in Lincoln, April 12... . Olga 
Pehrson was visiting friends and shopping 
in Lincoln on Friday, April 13, brave 
girl!! 

Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Ginny Petersen, Associate Editor 

We welcome back this month - “Ben” 
Franklin who has been on the sick list 


for over a month. We're glad to have 
him back and he says he’s glad to be 


back. . . . Newcomers that we welcome 
are Anabelle Conkle and Mary Forney. 
Hope you like your work girls!.... Well, 


span. She’s the one who has changed 
desks from the disbursement office to the 
reception or outer office. Anyway, one 
day this little gal decided to let the sun 
shine in the room, so she proceeded to 
raise the venitian blind. Now raising a 
venitian blind is a simple task for most 
of us. but evidently Marian likes to do 
things the hard way, ‘cause she took hold 
of the END of the cord and started to 
pull, so that by the time the venitian 
blind was up, she was practically sitting 
on the floor. That’s one way of getting 
your exercise, anyway. But that isn’t 
all, folks. Instead of answering her phone 
by saying her name like most of the rest 
of us, she answered the phone the other 
day by giving yours truly’s name. Then 
when the person on the other end of the 
wire asked for Marian, she very calmly 
replied, “This IS Miss Wiederspan. We 
wonder what the other person wondered 
when they got that answer. ..- .- Jan 
Schalkopf has good news. She got a 
telegram the other day from her fiance 
saying that he was in the States after 19 
months overseas duty. We’re almost sure 
wedding bells will be ringing by the time 
you get this issue of the “News.” .. . Not 
so long ago we had a girl who liked to 
see her name in print so we obliged her 
by printing it. Now we’ve got another 
one, so to make her happy, here it is— 
Dorothy Carlson. Is yo’ all a happy 
little ole gal now, Dorothy Carlson? We 
all shore do hope yo’ all is happy now, 
Dorothy Carlson. This time we're 
signing off for good. We’re not leaving 
the Company or anything as drastic as 
all that, just giving up writing this 
column. It’s been lots of fun, and we've 
especially enjoyed those funny little notes 
that came from Fielding Woods. We’re 
glad our column prompted him to write 
them. Your new reporter will be Dona 
Holloway, and we’re sure she will be a 
good one. 
Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 

We have a few new faces this month— 
Art Tritten is now with George Hansen’s 
crew, LeRoy Hughes was transferred from 


> 
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The Board of Directors in session during a recent meeting. Under their capable quidance 
our Company has gained a place of high distinction as an independent organization in 
the telephone field. Left to right, George E. Codington, Auburn; Judge L. B. Stiner, 
Hastings; Charles T. Stuart, Lincoln; President Frank H. Woods; Vice-president and Gen- 
eral Manager John H. Agee; William I. Aitken, Lincoln; W. W. Putney, Lincoln; and Sec- 
retary-Treasurer H. W. Potter. Other members of the Board are Vice-president Thomas 
C. Woods, C. N. Beaver, L. E. Hurtz, Christian Klem, Mark H. Woods, George J. Woods, 
Frank H. Woods, Jr., and Henry C. Woods. 


Fairbury District forces to work with 
“Swede” Foster’s boys and Frank Conley 
of Weeping Water District plant is with 
Earl Eichenour’s crew. News of our serv- 
ice employees has been rather scarce. 
We heard recently that Les. Hansen has 
been awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross to add to hiS other decorations. We 
hope to have a more complete story about 
this before the news goes to press. We 
are sorry to have to report that one of 
our boys, namely James Green, formerly 
of ‘“‘Babe’’ Combs’ crew was wounded 
in action and is now in a hospital in 
Wales. We are hoping to hear that he is 
recovering in fine shape. .. . In our prize 
book of boners goes John Hobson. John 
is very consciencious about locking up 
his trailer so it won’t walk away over 
night—but you’d think someone would 
tell him that it’s customary to unhitch it 
before trying to drive off. ... We think 
folks might be interested to know that 
a picture taken of Bob Clifford’s three 
children was used as an ad for flash 
bulbs in the May issue of Popular Photog- 
raphy magazine. . Our crews have 
been busy this month. Harry Moss is 
spinning cable for a new housing area 
at Wahoo, Earl Eichenour is still busy 
with Louisville town repairs, ‘“‘SSwede” 
Foster and crew have been working on 
town and rural plant repairs at Fair- 
bury and Babe Combs and crew are busy 
with the addition of copper circuits be- 
tween Hastings and Grand Island. George 
Hansen, John Hobson and ‘Brick’? Smith 
are busy in or near Lincoln on routine 
repairs. 


Local Commercial 
Lorraine Wolf, Associate Editor 


The Local Commercial office has been 
amused on many occasions by members of 
the unsuspecting public. One recent hap- 
pening afforded us another chuckle. Vir- 
ginia Allard lent a helping hand to two 
girls who were studying the honor roll 
in the lobby trying to discover where 
they might find Mr. Seaton. After all 
the work to make that a suitable placque 
for listing the names of our absent em- 
ployees, someone mistakes it for a build- 
ing directory. We learned too late 
last month to mention Mary Ann Hed- 
strom’s attainment of the status of gradu- 
ate Nurses’ Aid. Congratulations. ... 
There is at least one person who is happy 
with the Army’s way of doing things and 
that is Betty Roeder. It seems Paul 
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Henson was sent to L.A.A.F. for process- 
ing. . . . Jean Beck, Virginia Allard and 
Betty Roeder, with Paul, were in attend- 
ance at Sigmund Romberg’s very fine con- 
cert. . ..In our “Glad to Meet You” de- 
partment this month may we _ present 
Sibyl (Jennie to you) Frazee who joined 
us after several months training as a 
service representative in the San Francisco 
office of the Pacific Telephone and Tele- 
graph Co. . There has been a lot of 
friendly rivalry over the accounts since the 
girls (Marie Stockton, Dorothy Kehling, 
Virginia Allard and your editor) have 
been helping Mr. Parsons and Mr. Over- 
cash. (However we think it not quite 
fair for certain parties to encourage sev- 
eral of their poorest accounts to move 
to another district.) Anyone interested in 
fancy sewing might join the sewing 
club held during reliefs. Principal mem- 
bers—Viola Graham and Nora Cline. 
Umm—tThat’s purty. 

Once there were two coats, and thereby 
hangs a tale. Evelyn Pruss in a hurry 
to leave the office one evening took the 
first coat handy and dashed out to dinner 
and on to a show. In the theatre lobby 
afterward, Evie created quite a stir by 
proclaiming she had the wrong coat. 
Searching the seat she had occupied failed 
to produce the correct one. The usher was 
frantically called in. He had everyone 
in the row move out so a thorough search 
could be instituted. Still nothing. Now 
with hysteria mounting on all sides, Evie 
made a colossal statement to the effect 
that she would just take the wrong coat 
and go quietly!! Later in the sanctuary 
of home Evelyn found a message from 
Jennie Frazee explaining the mistake. The 
two girls agreed to trade coats at the of- 
fice the next day. The pay-off came on 
the morrow when the girls arrived. 
Neither trusting the other, each had worn 
one coat and carried the other’s. 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


“Oh! The weatherman said that the 
weather ahead would soon be bright, and 
I hope he’s right—’cause my raincoat and 
galoshes seem to get heavier all the time.” 
.. . Spring weather affect people in dif- 
ferent ways, it hit Ed Dulin on the head. 
One day Ed suddenly decided to take his 
vacation and before we could eatch our 
breath, he was out in Utah on his way 
to California. He mentioned something 
about Mark getting married, but we don't 


Somebody told Jackson there was a film shortage but we : d . 
think this is carrying things too far. (Above) Eva Stutz, Stationed at the Lincoln Air 


night operator at Hebron. 


know whether to believe him or not—but 
anyhoo we won’t be surprised if Ed tries 
to croon himself into Hollywood. ... Ray 
Baldwin just can’t keep up with this 
younger generation—or maybe he just 
doesn’t want to admit his joints are get- 
ting stiff, but it was a surprise to “Baldy” 
when his daughter Iona went out west 
and got hitched to Pfc. Carl A. Sandgren, 
Jr. from Floral Park, L. I., New York.... 
L. G. Saunders spent his vacation from 
April 22 to 28, working on his house. ... 
Bill Webster kinda took it easy during 
his last week of vacation. Most of his time 
was spent cleaning out his fish pool and 
planting onions—‘“In all that rain? Don’t 


try and kid us, Bill.” ... Jess May spent 
his vacation from April 22 to 28, staying 
at home. .. . “Doug”? Perryman had to 


stay home for a few days on account of 
the flu, but he’s up and around again 
now. ... Vern Hutchison says he has out- 
grown taking pills but the rumor is around 
that the “Mrs.” felt sorry for Vern and 
started cooking again. Maybe we should 
mention that ‘Hutch’ underwent a _ ton- 
sillectomy and is back to work again, tell- 
ing about his operations. . .. Howard 
Smith has been going around with a stiff 
neck for several days. We can’t find out 
just what did happen, but it kind of 
looks like he tried the ‘Ted Ray approach”’ 
and wasn’t so successful. . .. Jess Ellis 
spent his vacation from April 16 to 30 
moving. So we understand Jess has pur- 
chased an acreage and is going to do a 
little farming. . Eleanor Jensen, who 
is a WAVE stationed at Jacksonville, 
lorida was in to see us last month, also 
Harry Walker of Hastings, and Claude 
Walker of Oakland, California, were visi- 
tors in the Service Department. .. . 
Clayton Liebhart has been observed going 
about his daily tasks with the mien of one 
who carries much of the world's cares and 
worries. Possibly his recent term in a 
juror’s seat influenced his outlook on life. 


Supply Department 


Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


During the past month a few changes 
have been made. We welcome a new- 
comer to the Supply Office. Mrs. Marjorie 
(Mardi) Miller is Ernie Royce’s stenog- 
rapher, replacing Mary Ann Ernst who 
resigned on April 2. Mardi’s husband is 
in the Navy in the South Pacific. 

Ray Hickman, a warehouseman has re- 
signed. ... Mr. Frank Donovan of the shop 
is on a sick leave and has gone to Wyoming. 
We will miss him and hope he has a 
speedy recovery. ... Mrs. Florence Tat- 
man’s daughter Mary Rae is recovering 


from an appen- 
dectomy. Florence 
recently journey- 
ed to Chicago 
where she met her 
sister-in-law and 
accompanied her 
to Lincoln where 
she is to make her 
home....Mr. 
Philip Bohl for- 
merly a _ janitor 
at the warehouse, 
has been ill at the 
St. Elizabeth’s 
hospital for some 
time. Several 
from the Supply 
Department have 
gone out to see 
him. ... Lt. Paul 
Henson formerly 
of the warehouse 
before’ entering 
the service is now 
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Base, having completed his 
pilot training. 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


Kathryn Brooke, PBX operator, sur- 
prised us all by returning to work Mon- 
day morning to announce her marriage 
to Leonard Martin at Marysville, Kansas 
on Saturday, April 21. Our very best 
wishes to both Mr. and Mrs. Martin. ... 
Lorena Clark is now vacationing—just 
resting and enjoying herself at home.... 
Dorothy Lucas returned to work Monday 
from her vacation and Louise Porter, as- 
sistant chief operator, returns Monday 
after spending her vacation in Chicago... . 
It is with the deepest feeling of loss 
that we report the sudden death of Mamie 
Holka, desk operator. Her passing will 
leave a void that cannot be filled, and 
she will always be remembered for her 
happy spirit and _ friendliness toward 
everyone with whom she came in contact. 
—_ Marie Portsche, desk operator re- 
turned to work after spending three weeks 
in Buffalo, New York welcoming a new 
niece. . . . Next month we should have 
some very important news concerning 
Jenne Eis who leaves us April 30. Best 
wishes, Jenne! .... Ruth Shoemaker took 
a week off to get her spring cleaning done 
and from all reports she didn’t miss a 
single crack or cranny. We must stop by 
some time and go on a tour of inspection. 

Evelyn Vinkenburg has resigned to 
return home to help her father on the 
farm and Garnett Leach and Dorothy 
Buckbee are also resigning to return to 
their homes at Sargent. Bye girls, we will 
miss you! ... . We took another (yes, 
another) weekend jaunt to McCook to visit 
the one and only. And to top it all off, 
got ourselves stranded by a_ beautiful 
snowstorm! As the Boss said, when we 
walked in late, ‘‘Well, that’ll do for an 
excuse this time, Miss Finnigan!’ Had 
a good time anyway! 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 


Furloughs are the order of the day it 
seems. Excitement ran high the evening 
of April 6 when a call came in for Phyllis 
Maw from San Francisco from her hus- 
band, whom she had not seen in over 
three years. She could hardly move off 
her chair. He arrived home about a week 
later and needless to say Phyllis took a 
leave of absence. She might just as well 
have for all the work she could do after 
that news. Hermine Clark had a 
little more notice of her husband coming. 
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He is in the Navy and had to spend some 
time in Seattle, Washington before coming 
home, so quite calmly she bid us so long 
for a while. ... It’s a way but not the 
ideal way to spend a vacation, says Hazel 
Neugebauer, who went to Omaha to visit 
and become seriously ill with ptomaine 
poisoning. She was brought home in an 
ambulance and is some better now. We 
are sorry Hazel, and we hope to see you 
back with us soon. . .. Mildred Beethe 
decided to find out in ten days just what 
the weather in California really was like 
Since there is so much talk about it. 
She hasn’t returned yet to tell us whether 


it was to her satisfaction or not. ...We 
are mighty glad to have Miss Willey back 
again after her long illness. . . . Lucille 


Buss is the envy of all the girls in the 
office. She received a pair of pajamas 
from her brother in France. They are 
made of a NYLON parachute that came 


down in France on D-Day. They were. 


hand made by a civilian there. ... Vey 
Warren came to work all worn out after 
a weekend not long ago. We waited with 
bated breath for a glowing account of 
goings on, but it was a brief and tired re- 
ply we got, “Just house cleaning.” ..., 
Wilma Grupe is going shopping in Lin- 
coln, April 26, then on the 27th she’s 
leaving town and not coming back 'till] 
she gets good and ready. Betcha she’]l 
be back Tuesday, I betcha, I betcha... , 
It’s nice to have a lot of relatives, you’ve 
always got some place to go... . Mrs. 
Cass spent a week end in Hastings 
visiting her sis, Norma, who is helping 


in the Traffic Department temporarily. 


... The Meninga girls went to Cortland, 
Teda Meints also spent a day in Cortland, 
Joyce Girl in Wymore, Dorothy White- 
head in Liberty. Joyce Johnson and Leila 
Broadston in Diller, and Dorothy McNulty 
in Wymore. Mrs. Sharp has her eye look- 
ing Omaha way for her weekend, and 
Louise Schmidt is another house clean- 
ing victim. Marion Walker and Josephine 
Zamora have visited in Lincoln on oc- 
casions. And that just about takes care 
of the gang. If we missed anyone it 
wasn’t on purpose, we snooped hard 
enough. ;, 
Burchard 


We're sorry to lose Marie Tegtmeier 
from our operating force but anyway we 
know we’ll be pleasantly greeted in one 
of the local stores because that’s where 
she is going to clerk. Some of the cus- 
tomers will probably be startled some 
day by being greeted with “number 
please” instead of the customary ‘are you 
being waited on.”’... We regreted several] 
weeks confinement at home for Hattie 
Wilcox because of illness but then every 
dark cloud has a silver lining and the 
illness brought a visit from Mrs! Wilcox’s 
sister, Mrs. Bell Moran of Deshler. 


Cook 


Mrs. Ida Townsend enjoyed a visit from 
her daughter who now lives in Peru dur- 
ing the week of April 8, and we enjoyed 
a visit at the local office from Alice 
Osborne of Tulaie, California. Miss 
Osborne was formerly an operator here, 


Crab Orchard 


It is with great pleasure that we wel- 
come Jessie Bryson home from the Tecum- 
seh Hospital where she underwent a major 
operation on March 26. . .. Helen Jones 
and Gladys Neugebauer took time off to 
visit in Tecumseh recently and Bonnie 
Neugebauer spent her vacation here with 
her mother before returning to school in 
Kansas City. 

Dewitt 

Lydia Seeman left April 14 for Spring- 
field, Missouri, where she will visit her 
husband, T/5 Paul Seeman, who is in a 
convalescent hospital there. 


Fairbury 


We missed Gerald Caley from the plant 
department due to illness recently but 
now that we know that he passed his 
Army physical examination on April 10 
we believe he'll survive nearly anything. 
... The Fairbury Traffic Department re- 
cently had a very interesting visitor; 
April 1, Martha Ehler’s brother who was 
released from a Jap Prison Camp called 
here. . . . Changes in the Traffic Depart- 
ment include the resignation of Mrs. Lewis 
Bales, whom we are sorry to lose, and the 
temporary transfer of Beryl Leslie to the 
Hastings office. 


Humboldt 


Don’t look now, but Darlene Stalder 
is proudly sporting a diamond on the third 
finger left hand. Congratulations Darlene. 
... The fishing bug has begun to bite one 
of our operators, Mary Meieter. It bit so 
hard that she lost her sunbonnet in the 
stream while trying to catch a BIG fish. 


Steinauer 


The news here seems to be just a re- 
port of where people went. Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Divis shopped in Lincoln, March 22 
and Lois Schutz was absent for several 
weeks helping at Burchard. . . . Donna 
Lee Schutz, Mary Hoffman and Joan Frey 
attended the Mudecas Music Contest at 
Table Rock and we don’t know if they 
were participants or not, but it is re- 
ported that since the music contest the 
citizens of Table Rock have come to real- 
ize why the school is located near the 
outskirts of town. 


Sterling 


Something ought to be done about this, 
but we don’t know just what. First, we 
find C. Burge and Tommie Longdon have 
been to the Opera and now we find 
Barbara Ann Benson went to the Sigmund 
Romberg Concert in Lincoln, April 15; 
OR is Sigmund Romberg really serious 
music. Personally we like something 
“super” like Jell-Roll Morton. 


Table Rock 


Pearl Freeman visited in Falls City, 
March 25 which was probably the day the 
music contest was held in Table Rock, 
but if it wasn’t, Pearl missed a good bet. 


Tecumseh 


Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Meshier were happy 
to receive a visit from Lt. (j.g.) Chas. 
W. Meshier the week end of March 24.... 
From the rest of the news it looks like 
Tecumseh must have been a good place 
to be from. Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Fowler 
visited in Weeping Water. We always won- 
dered why that town was crying; on ac- 
count of Jack probably. The Wait family 
spent Easter in Bennet and Jerry Murphy 
visited her sister at Crab Orchard, while 
the Drake family visited Harold’s mother 
in Lincoln. Area Manager Meshier 
started his vacation on April 14 and we’ve 
saved that for last just to complete the 
exodus from Tecumseh. It is with real 
regret that we find it was necessary for 
the Halverstadts’ to make several trips to 
Lincoln due to the illness of Mrs. 
Halverstadt’s brother. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Hastings 

Signs of spring seen around this office: 
Bee Rohrer’s ‘‘Aching Shoes’’ kicked off 
under her desk. ... “Al’’ Herzog trying to 
keep up with the electric waxer. ... 
Marie Brewer home in bed... . Mary Ann 
Swanson opening all the windows. 
Jim Dudgeon deep in thought over Ais 
poetry. If you don’t believe it just ask 


J.W.D. Jim will be glad to show you the 
finished product. 


Hebron 


Mr. Jackson, Mr. Wilson, and Miss 
Minnie Metcalf were visitors at the He- 
bron Exchange. Miss Metcalf also visited 
at the Bruning office. . . . Loetta Behring- 
er, a former operator at this office, has 
transferred to the Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment. . .. Carlean Bartling is helping in 
the Hastings Traffic Department at the 
present time. ... Mrs. Willis Nichols re- 
signed at Alexandria as assistant operator 
and is now living in North Platte, Ne- 
braska. . .. Miss Mary Knaller has taken 
her place at the Alexandria office. 


Osceola 


The operating room and rest room are 
much improved since the repapering of 
the walls have been completed. The 
plant room has also received a new coat 
of paint. The walls are now a light cream 
color....C. J. Olson, W. M. Mouden, and 
L. C. Williams attended a Safety First 
Meeting in York, April 3, where motion 
pictures were shown. ... Omaha visitors 
during April were Grace Harrison and 
Betty Wright. . .. Hazel Johnson spent the 
week-end of April 14 visiting friends in 
Lincoln. . . . Area Manager C. J. Olson 
spent April 6 in Lincoln attending a com- 
mercial meeting conducted by Mr. Agee. 


Stromsburg 
L. C. Williams spent the week of April 
16 working in Hastings. . . . The operating 


and plant rooms look much brighter now, 
having received a fresh coat of paint. The 
new color scheme is light green. 


Shelby 


Miss Ica Westley spent the week-end of 
April 14 visiting her sister in Omaha... . 
Mrs. Mayme Carroll enjoyed a visit with 
her sister, Mrs. Alice Nehe from Lincoln 
the latter part of April. 


Superior 


Betty Jeppesen spent a recent Tuesday 
shopping in Hastings. (That was pay day 
they say.) . . . Eleanor Moran is vacation- 
ing and has been busy buying furniture 
and curtains for her new home... . Fern 
Nelsen is spending a month’s leave in 
Portland, Oregon. . . . Nadeen Messersmith 
has tonsillitis and has been at home for a 
few days. . . . Josephine Tieskoetter is 
working in the Hastings Traffic Depart- 
ment. ... Bert Kline is in Hastings help- 
ing with the plant work. ... Mr. Kubat 
was in Lincoln, April 11 attending a com- 
pany meeting. ...A wedding shower was 
given for Eleanor Moran at the telephone 
office April 19. After an evening’s enter- 
tainment Eleanor received her gifts and 
the party ended after refreshments were 
served and the Bride had cut the cake. 
Eleanor was a little nervous about cutting 
the cake but considering all of the assist- 
ance we were offer- 
ing her she did all 
right. 

York 

Some people aren’t 
giving Spring a very 
nice welcome after it 
finally came back 
again when they 
keep themselves shut 
inside, however, we 
don’t urge them to 
come outside with it 
either—anyway Dea, 


(Right) Scene in the 
Lincoln main office 
switchroom. Left to 
right, D. C. Gilmore, 
Ed Dulin and Jake ee. 

Schneider. ne 
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our McCool operator has the ‘‘Mumps” 
and Lela Watson, our assistant chief at 
York has the ‘Pink Eye.” ... Edna Mae 
Marquardt and Stella Louise Riebe are 
new toll students with Nyla Peters as in- 


structress. . . . Our first vacationer is 
Luree McCarty who is spending it quietly 
at home. . . . Nyla Peters is leaving next 


week for Wichita, Kansas for her vacation. 

. . Ruth Swanson of Commercial and 
Velma Garlock of Traffic are planning a 
big week-end in Omaha this week. , 
Millie Brobst our chief operator at Bene- 
dict is to spend a few days in Geneva 


this week visiting friends. ... Ethel 
Patrick, chief operator at Waco visited 
the York office recently. ... Mr. Helm’s 


new sideline is ‘‘Helm’s Family Laundry.” 
Inquiries have been pouring into the office 
daily in regard to price, delivery, ete. ... 
Alex Pauley has gone to Hastings to work 
as Hastings was one of the lucky spots 
in the world to get a telephone. We York 
people are wondering what a telephone 
looks like. . . Glen Stuart reports a good 
catch of fish, the season’s first, or is this 
a fish story! 


MOCK WEDDING 


(Continued from page 6) 


along the bridal path from a cleverly made 
basket. 

“The bride, Elsie Sole, entered on the 
arm of her “father,” Evelyn Dubois. The 
bride’s dress was of lace and eyelet design, 
being cut sweetheart effect both in front 
and back. Her veil, consisting of three lace 
curtains, was gathered at her head with a 
sprig of dusty, unnamed flowers. She car- 
ried a bouquet of the famous 1934 variety 
Russian Thistles. Tripping gaily at her 
father’s side and clinging desperately to 
his arm, she made her way to the altar. 

“The ‘father,’ dressed as a typical old 
farmer, stuffed both hindermost and fore- 
most, wore a pair of size 58 to 60 belted 
trousers with black slouch hat and dark 
colored spectacles, these being worn on 
the tip of his nose when searching for the 
quart bottle which he carried in his back 
pocket. So concerned was he over his 
bottle that he almost forgot to give his 
daughter away. 

‘All present laughed so hard they hard- 
ly knew when the big event was over. All 
agreed that Joe Hartley should have been 
on the scene with his camera. Mrs. Moritz 
received many useful gifts and after the 
usual climax, refreshments, everyone left 
for home.” 
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LYDIA KRIEGSHAUSER HAS TAKEN UP BOB ROSS, GLOOM'S FAVORITE SON, WHO 
CYCLING- AND ALL HER WELL-WISHERS ARE [| PAINTED HIS HOUSE ON THE DAY BEFORE 
WAITING Witt BATED BREATH FoR THE REPORT] } THE BIG WIND, HAS BEEN PICKING OFF THE 
OF:HER HDVENTURES IN HER NEW HOBBY. NEIGHBORS LEAVES ONE BY ONE , EVER SINCE. 


r BUT I TELL YOU , SOMEONE 
GEE THATS FUN. STOLE MY COAT— AND ILL GET THE GUY 
puede DON'T ASK ME WHERE THAT DONE IT IF 
WHY DIDN'T | TRY THIS ONE CAME FROM ! IT TAKES A 


IT LONG AGO 1 , ly, HUNDRED YEARS | 


a 
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THINGS JUST SEEM TO HAPPEN 1 EVELYN PRUSS, 
LINCOLN BUSINESS OFFICE. EVELYN PUT ON THE 
WA WRONG CORT IN LEAVING THE OFFICE WORE ITHOME 


©, | | ANDLATER To A SHOW. ON LEAVING THe THEATER 
Dy WEN OR Te RIRGHEMGIET it EVELYN FOUND HERSELF STRANGELY ATTIRED AND | | THE BIG BOY LEFT HIS WIFE'S GROCERY LIST ON THE 


“ESTBOARD WHILE HE WENT OUT To DO SOME WORK ; 
DISPOSITION SINCE HIS RECENT FALL DOWN STAIRS, |} INSISTED WAT The THEATER MANAGER MEAN 
. ILE, SOME NAMELESS TELEPHONE BRETHERN CALLED 
PRODUCE HER OWN COAT= OR ELSE | ON HIM AND, SPYING THE LIST, PROCEEDED ToTeAR IT 
= UP AND WRITE ONE OF THEIR OWN. 50 WHEN ROY 
STRANGE. j WENT TODDLING HOME WITH HLS HEAVY LOAD, EVERY ITEM 
- Hs . OF WHICH WAS WRONG, Hé HAD SOME EXPLAINING To DO. 


LISTED ! 


“TWO GIRLS ,WHO THOUGHT THEY WERE : > 

LOOKING AT THE BUILDING DIRECTORY, |} SPEAKING OF MR.SEATON, IT COMES AS 

CAREFULLY SEARCHED THROUGH “THE A DISTINCT SHOCK.TO FIND THAT THE EIGHT PLATTSMOUTH OPERATORS WERE TOLD THAT A GIFT 
SERVICEMENS' HONOR ROLL IN “THE, COMPANY CAN BOAST OF SO MANY OTHER HAD BEEN SENT TO THEM BY ONE OF THEIR MANY SATISFIED 


LINCOLN L OR MR. : : SUBSCRIBERS ~ AND ALL ‘ATWITTER OPENED THE BOX 
RODEN eek, Conic cerns MMe by SEPESDRIER® 7 FIND A BOTTLE OF POP WITH EIGHT STRAWS. 


WELL HAVE HER CALL WHAT WAS THE NAME AGAIN ? THE \ J es 
SEN ANT WHEN SHE THERE'S SO MUCH NOISE HERE IN ey Oe FOUND ‘5 HOLY SMOKE 
BACK, WILL You ; THE ROOM THAT | CAN HARDLY | AY ASSOCIATION _ ys Al PREACHER | 
| m, TEAR YOU. aueei WITH YOU To BE 3 
EDUCATIONAL , TO 
SAY THE LEAST, 
MIR. EGGERSS ! 


_ ; ez —— ei : 
DAY WHEN! O.L.STURTEVANT’S CALL FOR SEC"MINA JORGENSoN) cons | |" FELLOW He MET IN THE CLUB HOUSE ~ AND AFTER A HORRIBLE ROUND, 


IN WHICH CHANCE KEPT UP A RUNNING FIRE OF VITRIOLIC COMMENT 


SWITCHED 10 JEAN LARSON, WHO SITS RIGHT ACROSS THE AISLE. NEITHER. || in LATTES! APPROVED “AIR BASE JARGON" HE DISCOVERED HIS COMPANION 


COLN'S CHURCHES 


COULD LINDERSTAND THe MESSAGE BECAUSE THe OTHER WAS SHOUTING Too Loud] | -1> gg THE PASTOR OF ONE OF LIN 


FRANK HENRY Woops 
DOCTOR OF LAWS 


HONOR TO 


COMPANY PRESIDENT 


Honorary Doctorate of Laws Conferred by 
University of Nebraska Upon Frank H.Woods 


ee most signal mark of distinc- 

tion, the degree of Doctor of 
Laws, was conferred upon Frank H. 
Woods, President of this Company, 
by the University of Nebraska, in a 
stately and beautiful ceremony at the 
University Coliseum on May 21. 
Never before has the University be- 
stowed this honor upon a business 
man in recognition of his purely 
business career. 


Accompanying the degree was this 
citation: “Frank Henry Woods, 
president of the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company — A loyal 
alumnus of the University, distin- 


in TESTIMONY of 
THEIR HIGH REGARD AND ESTEEM 
THE OFFICERS DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE STAFF 
or tue LINCOLN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH company - 
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guished lawyer, skillful 
executive and useful citi- 
zen. His resourcefulness, 
imagination, persever- 
ance, and venturesome- 
ness in many fields of 
business while winning great success 
for himself also demonstrated the 
significant role of the entrepreneur 
in serving the cause of social 
progress.” | 


On this occasion the officers, di- 
rectors and executive staff of the 
Company presented Mr. Woods 
with a scroll in compliment to his 
selection for this honor. A repro- 
duction of the scroll ap- 
pears on this page. 

Mr. Woods’ career has 
indeed been attended 
with success, distinction 
and accomplishment. He 
is held in universally high 
esteem and is widely rec- 
ognized as an outstand- 
ing fizure and business 
leader not only in the 
telephone industry but in 
the many other fields of 
endeavor in which he has 
engaged. 

He began the practice 
of law in Lincoln in 1892 
after receiving the L.L.B. 
degree from the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska law 


A scroll, signed by the of- 
ficers, directors and executive 
staff of the Company, was 
presented to Mr. Woods in 
compliment to his selection 
for this honor. The date of 
the “‘News” dead line arrived 
before all signatures could be 
obtained. Subsequently sign- 
ing the scroll were Leonard 
E. Hurtz, Charles T. Stuart, 
L. P. Young and Clyde Burge. 


The presentation cf the degree at the University colli- 
seum with Dr. Raymond J. Poole and Chancellor C. S. 
Boucher of the University of Nebraska conducting the 
ceremony. Mr. Woods appears at center. 


school and followed this profession 
in Lincoln for several years. In 1903 
the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company was organized and 
shortly afterward Mr. Woods was 
elected president, in which office he 
has served continuously for forty- 
two years. 


Probably the most outstanding ac- 
complishment of his long and varied 
career was the part he played in the 
struggle between the Bell and Inde- 
pendent telephone companies. In 
1911, while he was serving as presi- 
dent of the newly formed National 
Independent Telephone Association, 
numerous independent telephone 
companies, operating exchanges in 
the United States, were engaged in 
bitter warfare with the Bell interests. 
This competition threatened to 
plunge the whole telephone industry 
into chaos and bankruptcy. A com- 
mittee of seven, of which Frank H. 
Woods was chairman, was appointed 
by the Independent association to 
negotiate with a committee repre- 
senting the Bell organization. 


After seven months of continuous 
negotiation, a plan was worked out 
for the elimination of competing ex- 
changes in the various cities and 
towns and for the furnishing of na- 
tional toll service to all exchanges. 
The adoption of this plan provided 
unified, consolidated telephone serv- 
ice for the whole United States and 


(Continued on page 11) 


Long hours of waiting for the completion 
of a call are not uncommon, but the big 
smile on the faces of the boys as they 
emerge from a booth following a chat with 
the folks at home seem to make it all very 
much worth while. 


“TINHE service is very efficient. The 
operators are wonderful. Who 
could ask for more?” 

‘These gals deserve the good con- 
duct ribbon (with oak leaf cluster) 
positively.” 

“Good looking gals too, but how 
about a blonde?” 


“Had lost faith in making long 
distance calls. God bless these girls 
for their efficient and most coopera- 
tive efforts. Finally got my party. 
WOW!!! 

These typical and voluntary ex- 
pressions of appreciation were writ- 
ten by officers and G.I.s at the Lin- 
coln Army Air Field following the 
recent opening of the attended pay 
station booth house at the field. 
They tell an eloquent story of just 
how much the splendid job being 
done by our operatin® staff in get- 
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(Above) The counter work is an important part of the job. 
Here calls are accepted and toll tickets filled out with all essential 
information. Left to right the attendants are Mrs. Ruth Hawkins, 
Miss Lauretta Rowley and Mrs. Barbara Craven. 


(Right) Typical scene at the booth house. Facilities for lounging 
reading, writing and smoking make the inevitable waiting for com- 


pletion of calls pass more quickly. 


The Boys at L.A.A.F. 
Like Attended Pay 


Station Service 


ting the calls 
through means 
to the boys. 


Ten attendants 
and operators 
comprise the reg- 
ular telephone 
personnel with 
several Lincoln 
Employees work- 
ing extra periods 
when necessary. 
Attendants ac- 
cept calls at the 
counter, fill out 
the toll tickets 
with all neces- 
sary information, 


Two girls operate the one position switchboard during the busy 


and pass them periods which are not infrequent. Ait the board, left to right, are 
. Mrs. Ruth Hawkins and Mrs. Dorothy Fisher. Standing at the 
onto the switch- counter is. Mrs. Mary Moliver. 


board operators 
who then take personal charge of 
completing the calls with as much 
dispatch as the present crowded cir- 
cuit conditions will allow. 

The booth house was arranged 
and constructed with the cooperation 
and assistance of the Army and is 
centrally located near the signal of- 
fice. Delays in the completion of 
calls are un 
avoidable, and to 
make the wait- 
ing more pleas- 
ant, facilities for 


lounging, reading, smoking and writ- 
ing have been provided. Stationery, 
stamps, matches, reading material 
and other items have been made 
available. 

Sixteen pay stations in sound 
proof, ventilated booths, of which 
eight are for local and eight for long 
distance usage, accommodate the 
telephone service requirements. Op- 
erators are on duty from 9:00 A. M. 
to 10:30 P. M. after which non- 
attended pay stations located else- 
where on the field are available. 


WILLIAM H. HUSING, combination- 
man at Weeping Water, reported at Fort 
Leavenworth on May 29 as the first step 
in his army career. Bill began his work 
with the Company at Seward in October, 
1942, and was transferred to Weeping 
Water in July, 1943. 


ROGER MOORE, Aero. M. 2/C was 
in Lincoln on short leave during the 
month. Enlisting in the Navy in October, 
1942, Roger has seen a great deal of the 
world and its weather, it being the duty 
of an aerographers’ mate to make ob- 
servations of atmospherical conditions and 
arrive at a prediction for “fair and 
warmer. 


The citation, which accompanied the 
award of the distinguished flying cross to 
Lt. LESLIE G. HANSEN, has been re- 
ceived and reads as follows: “While par- 
ticipating in an armed reconnaissance mis- 
sion, Lieutenant Hansen observed a force 
of enemy fighters attacking unescorted 
friendly bombers. Ignoring the enemy’s 
superior numbers, Lieutenant Hansen led 
his wingman in an attack on the enemy 
aircraft and by his forceful attack, drove 
them off, then pursued and destroyed 
one of the enemy, continuing his attacks 
until the enemy formation was routed.” 
Leslie, at this writing, is headed toward 
the States for a thirty-day leave. 


Word has been received that WALTER 
R. WILLCOXON has been returned to 
the States and is now at the U. S. Naval 
Hospital at Imola, California. Although 
no definite reports have been received 
by his parents of the type or extent of 
his illness, they are of the opinion that it 
is a form of tropical fever. He became ill 
in New Guinea in February and arrived 
at Imola on April 10, having in the mean- 
time cleared through four other hospitals 
enroute. 

Some recent letters from Pfc. JAMES 
GREEN, leave little doubt but that he is 
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ready to get out of his bed whenever the 
doctor gives the word. He reports that 
the leg wounds are healing nicely, al- 
though it will be three or four months 
before his shattered heel will be strong 
enough to support his weight. Jim ends 
all letters with the statement that should 
he ever talk the doctor into letting him 
get out of that bed, he won’t look at it 
again for a week. 


Cpl. HOWARD STROUP has been as- 
signed for convalescence at Winter Gen- 
eral. Hospital at Topeka, Kansas, and 
while on a brief visit to Lincoln, declared 
that he was beginning to feel much better 
and had high hopes of being permitted to 
come home on thirty-day furlough soon. 


Another one-day visitor was Lt. ADE 
NEWENS, who took advantage of an op- 
portunity to fly into Lincoln as a member 
of a B-17 crew. Ade was able to make 
contact with several of the old guard, 
who insist that no visible improvement 
nor deterioration was noticeable in the 
famous Newen’s personality. 

In his last letter, T/Sgt. GEORGE A. 
WASSON told of some of his experiences 
in the drive through Germany. He had 
been held on the edge of the Ruhr pocket 
until it was cleaned up before moving 
on. Parts of the country he found to 
be very beautiful with streams well stocked 
with fish. Not having time to fish for 
sport, their unit used hand grenades to 
provide some fine fish dinners. George 
was surprised to find that the German 
people expected the Americans to feel 


(Left) T/5 Cecil Smalley, of the Army Engin- 
eers, was sent to the European Theater as a 
member of a Treadway bridge unii. He is ai 
present in Germany, wondering what comes next. 


(Right) Robert E. Wohlberg, FC 3/C., is an “old 
salt’’ of 212 years in the Navy. He specialized in 
fire control and is now at sea in the Pacific. 
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sorry for their plight when, compared to 
most of the races around them, they were 
still well off. 


JACK L. KUCHERA, EM 2/C has re- 
cently entered a new line of endeavor, 
forsaking his work as an automatic switch- 
man to become a motion picture projec- 
tionist. Jack has been stationed in Hawaii 


since April, 1944. 


Also in Hawaii, but a new arrival, is 
T/5 VERN O. AMICK, who finds the 
weather to his liking, the swimming fine, 
the work hard and a sad lack of femt 
ninity. 

Pfc. MOREANE ALLDRITT has been 
transferred from Napier Field at Dothan, 
Alabama, to Bolling Field, D. C. 

In a letter written just before the war in 
Europe drew to a close, Capt. ARTHUR 
HOLCOMB made some interesting ob- 
servations which will bear repeating. “We 
are in Germany now, and in rather level 
country, but at first we came through 
some beautiful hills. There seems to be 
plenty of space over here, and the theory 
about expanding to acquire more ‘living 
space” for the German people doesn't 
make sense. At least there is plenty of 
room now, and it will take them a long 
time to get enough buildings to live and 
work in. While in France we were not 
far from Verdun and when the big drive 
started we came east until they got 
through the lines and had the Germans 
on the run. Then we dropped back and 
put in some army lines and cable. We 
are working from daylight to dark, fif- 
teen hours a day and we are pretty tired. 
We could think of nothing nicer than a 
hot bath and two days’ sleep. Of all the 
places I have seen I think Luxemburg 
was the nicest. I was only there a short 
time and naturally couldn’t find out much 
about the customs. They have beauti- 
ful girls who seem to have plenty of nice 
clothes, and though they have had to do 
with less food, their cities haven't been 
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T/Sgt. Bob Schouborg admiring a bit of 
his handiwork at Hobbs Field, New Mexico. 
Bob, as a veteran lineman, joined the army 
with the company cadre in December, 1942. 


destroyed and they seem to have suffered 
less from the war than most of the other 
countries.” 


Cpl. GERALD HENDERSON has re- 
turned to Lincoln on rotation furlough 
and evidence that he also had important 
business to transact in this part of the 
world can be found in the “Happiness 
Ahead” column of this issue. Gerald 
arrived on Sunday, May 20 and the wed- 
ding bells rang out lustily on the follow- 
ing Wednesday which smacks of the 


‘famed Marine propensity for carrying an 


objective in the shortest possible time. 
Some of Gerald’s adventures have been 
reported in former issues of the “News,” 
as he progressed through the Solomons, 
the Marianas tid into Iwo Jima, where 
he suffered his:first serious injury. It is 
hoped that a more complete story of his 
fighting career ‘can be told when an in- 
terview is arranged. 


T/5 Rolland Winders in the ‘dog house, ‘the telephone and 
radio communications center for the 148th Signal Company, 
somewhere in Germany. All units of the command maintain 
contact with the ‘‘dog house,” from which orders are is- 

sued for correlating the activities of the division. 


Lt. PAUL H. HENSON, now flying 
from Strother Field, at Winfield, Kansas, 
paid. an aerial visit to his home in south- 
east Lincoln one day recently. Circling 
overhead until the family came into the 
yard and recognized him before flying 
back over the southern horizon. 


As this is written, no official word has 
yet been received concerning the fate of 
Sgt. LAVELLE GILES, who was reported 
missing ‘in action early in February while 
On a mission over enemy territory. It has 
been established that some of the crew 
members were able to parachute safely to 
earth as two of them have been heard 
from since their liberation. Lavelle flew 
as radio operator and gunner on a Flying 
Fortress. 


Set. W. R. “BILL” HUDDLESTON 
has -been transferred from Cherry Point, 
North Carolina to Sebastian, Florida, 
where his work will consist of mainte- 
nance of the telephone equipment and 
service. Bill is a Marine, but in his new 
post will be under Naval command. 


As a Seaman, 2/C, MARY McKEN- 
ZIE, Nebraska City traffic’s contribution 
to the WAVEs, is now hard at work in 
her basic training in thé Bronx. 


The first of our employees to return 
to the job from combat service is 
GEORGE R. BURT, who laid down his 
lineman’s tools in July; 1942, to enlist in 
the Marines. After extensive training at 


‘ San Diego, he was sent overseas early in 


1943 as a member of an anti-aircraft 
group. The story of George’s travels and 
experiences in the wide stretches of the 
Pacific will have to wait until a later 
date, as he is too intent, at this time, 
on getting back into harness as a telephone 
man and becoming accustomed to his new 
way of life as a civilian. 


In a post-war letter from Germany, Cpl. 
CECIL SMALLEY complains that things 
don’t seem right with everything so quiet. 
He is also still quite impressed by the 
change in urban night 
time caused by the lifting 
of the blackout restric- 
tions. 


JACOB ALBRANDT, 
EM 3/C, now addresses 
his letters from the Mari- 
anas. He joined the ‘Sea- 
Bees” from the construc: 
tion department in Sep- 
tember, 1943. ‘‘SeaBee” 
OTTO BUCK EM 2/C, 
also reports from out in 
the Pacific that every- 
thing is going fine, 
though it would be nicer 
to be back in Nebraska. 

Pfe. GENEVIEVE 
GRIFFIN reported from 
Luxemburg on W-E day, 
with praise for the won- 
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Wesley Hayes, S 1/C, is shown while in 
New Guinea, holding the pride of the Sea- 
Bee camp, a constrictor. The meat shortage 
caught up with their reptilian pet two 
days later, when he was cooked and eaten. 


derful scenery but vowing again that 
there is “no place like home.” 

Over in Weiden, Germany, T/5 
ERVIN KLUNDT is carefully rechecking 
his 89 points and gazing hopefully back 
across the Atlantic. He still can hardly 
believe it possible that he can now go to 
sleep at night without leaving one ear 
cocked for the sound of an approaching 
bomb or shell. 

Sgt. RAY CHAMBERS relates that 
he made the crossing of the Atlantic by 
the northern route in a Caribbean banana 
boat, taking seventeen days for the voy- 
age. He has been stationed near Cam- 
bridge as a telephone operator for the 
past year and a half and is hopeful that 
he may now have the chance to attend 
a carrier equipment school. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


MARY McKENZIE, A:S. to S 2/C. 
RAY ‘CHAMBERS, T/4 to Set. 


Gloria B. Sargent, S 2/C., who joined the 
WAVEs from the Lincoln traffic depart- 
ment last October, and is now rece'!vinqg 
training in New York City. Her home town 
is David City. 


RETURN 
ENGAGEMENT 


Elmer Dougherty, Jim Dudgeon and Lloyd Jenkins. left 
to right, at the ball rack on alleys number seven and eight. 


HE fur flew again in a resump- 

tion of hositilities in the Hastings- 
Lincoln bowling feud on May 27 at 
the Rosewilde Alleys in Lincoln with 
absolutely no decision whatsoever 
being reached. The score now 
stands at six games won and six 
games lost for each team, the Hast- 
ings pin pounders having garnered 
five games out of six at the Hastings 
meeting and the Capital City crew 
coming through in similar fashion at 
the Lincoln fracas. 


Possibly the latter affair was not 
in every respect a fair contest or trial 
of strength inasmuch as the West End 
lads were struggling under 
the burden of a makeshift 
lineup with two “athletes” 
of dubious ability in the 
persons of Ken Lawson and 
F. E. Behm substituting for 
Howard Lahr and Harry 
Tubbs, Hastings regulars. 
The latter were called away 
at the last minute because of 
the emergency repair and 
construction work at He- 
bron following the heavy 
wind storm the previous 


day. 


Top honors for the 
Hastings delegation 
went to B.-A. Isaman 
who shot 483 with 
Max Walker in second 
spot with 467. George 
Walroth was the Lin- 
coln champ with a 519, 
beating out Ernie 
Royce’s 507 by 12 pins. Only two 
cracked the coveted 200 mark for 
a single game. 
These were Royce 
with a scintillating 
211 and Elmer 
Dougherty with 
an even 200 ef- 
fort. 

Following the 
storm of competi- 
tion the bowlers 
enjoyed a supper 
with fried spring 
chicken the main 
item of attraction. 
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It isn’t quite clear whether Chet “Harpo” Harp is telling another 
of his Mexican fish stories or applauding someone, however, 
nobody seems to be very much concerned. Those not concerned 
are, seated left to right, George Walroth, Cecil Donley (keeping 
score), H. H. Wheeler, Jr., and F. E. Behm. B. A. Isaman appears 
in the foreground with Rex Winders at extreme left. 


All agreed that it would be little 
short of heinous to leave such a 
vital question as “Who can lick 
who” hanging in the balance with 
the score board registering both 
sides exactly even up to this 
point. 


A resumption of hostilities 
some time next season is being 
anticipated with pleasure by all 


contestants. 


(Above) The round robin with 
Max Walker about to lay one 
down the groove. Seated, left to 
right, are Ken Lawson, Hastings 
drawback; John Spady; Guy 
Seaton; Bedric Wanek; and Cecil 
Donley. Standing, left to right, 
are “Sammy” Lawrence, Jim 
Dudgeon, Ralph Wait, Chet Harp, 
Ernie Royce, F. E. Behm and A. 
B. Gorman. 


(Left) Scene snapped during 
the heat of the battle. “Buck” 
Isaman, usually of a quiet and 
retiring nature, strangely enough 
is caught here in the act of voic- 
ing a remark. Seated in the fore- 
ground, left to right, are George 
Walroth, Ken Lawson and the 
“coca-cola kid,’’ Rex Winders. 
In the back ground John Spady 
prepares to deliver his famous 
“smoke” ball with Ernie Royce 
looking on. 


l. Mrs. Virginia W. Allard of the Lincoln Business Office re- 
ports that her husband, Oliver W. Allard, is stationed on Oahu in 
the Hawaiian Islands. He entered the service in September, 1943 
and is attached to the Headquarters Company of General Richard- 
son. He recently was promoted from corporal to sergeant. 


2. A veteran of Pacific campaigns, Mo. M. 2/c Charles Tieskoet- 
ter, husband of Mrs. Josephine Tieskoetter of the Superior Traf- 
fic Department, entered the service in May, 1943, received “boot” 
training at Farragut, Idaho before attending diesel motors school 
at Ames, Iowa and landing craft school at San Diego. He engaged 
in the campaigns against Guadalcanal, Saipan, Guam, the Philip- 
pines and Iwo Jima. 


3 & 4. Lyle and Vernon Schwaninger are the sons of Mrs. 
Marie L. Schwaninger, DeWitt night operator. Lyle is a master 
sergeant with the army air forces and acts as crew chief of a lib- 
erator bomber based in the Mariannas. During 31 months of over- 
seas duty he has seen action in the Marshalls, Gilberts, at Saipan 
and the Mariannas. At present he is enjoying a well deserved fur- 
lough with his mother. Vernon is a fireman 2/c aboard the new 


super battleship Iowa and has been in the service since May, 1944. 
His present whereabouts are not disclosed but he has seen plenty 
of action in the Pacific. He enjoyed a short leave at home during 
February. 

5. Happily home on furlough at present is Cpl. Howard D. 
Maw, husband of Mrs. Phyllis H. Maw, Beatrice operator. Enter- 
ing the Coast Artillery in February, 1942, he has seen service in the 
Hawaiian Islands and participated in the Philippines campaign. He 
is expecting a return to the latter theatre. 

6. A hero in his own right is Cpl. Charles L. Cline with the 
Army Tank Destroyer service, husband of Mrs. Arlene M. Cline, 
night operator at Fairbury. Entering the service in February, 1942, 
he spent five months in North Africa, participated in the Salerno 
invasion in Italy and was then assigned to General Patch‘s 7th 
Army for the invasion of southern France. He was wounded at 
Besancon, France in September, 1944 and spent some time in a 
hospital in Italy, later being returned to the front with the 7th 
Army where he, single handed, captured a German machine gun 
nest bagging five Nazi prisoners. He was awarded the Purple 
Heart on September 14, 1944. 


FAMILY SERVICE ALBUM 


(Right) With the intelligence service in the Pacific is Staff 
Sergeant Orwell R. Ojers, son of R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City area 
manager. He participated in the campaigns of Guadalcanal, Bou- 
gainville, and later landed at Lingayen in the Luzon invasion with 
MacArthur's troops. His regiment received the presidential citation 
for gallant service on Bougainville and he holds the Combat In- 
fanitryman Badge. Prior to his entry into the service in 1941 he 
worked as a lineman with our Company for four years. 


(Below) 1. William E. Murphy is a pharmacists mate 3/c with 
the U. S. Navy Hospital Corps. He entered the service in June, 
1942 and has since been assigned to duty in General Surgery in a 
base hospital at Pearl Harbor. His mother is Mrs. Wilma B. 
Murphy, operator at Nelson. 


2. Bernard L. Herzog, husband of Mrs. Alma Herzog, cashier at 
Hastings is a Fire Controlman 2/c with the Navy. He entered the 
service in February, 1942 and was aboard the destroyer U.S.S. 
Beatty when it was sunk in 1943 in the Mediterranean. He is now 
assigned to the new aircraft carrier U.S.S. Shangri-La. 
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l. With the Navy at Pearl Harbor is A.R.M. 2/c Harold C. 
Dickerson, son of Mrs. Mildred Dickerson of the Lincoln service 
depariment. Entering the service in June, 1943 he was assigned as 
a radio-man on a Kingfisher Observation plane in the Pacific and 
has seen much service in that theatre of operations. 

2. A radio technician with the Navy Air Forces, A.R.M. 
Burdette M. Saltzman has received training at Deland, Florida and 
is now stationed at Corpus Christi, Texas. He entered the service 
in March, 1944. His mother is Mrs. Emma Saltzman, A. & L. 
operator at Milford. 

3. Holder of the Silver Star with cluster, the Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge and the Purple Heart is Ist Lt. Chauncey Barney, son 
of George Barney, assistant plant superintendent. A veteran of the 
Normandy invasion, he engaged in the drive against St. Lo and 
Brest on the Brittany Peninsula and later saw action against the 
Siegfried Line near Mettendorf, Germany where he was wounded 
last October. He has undergone seven operations and is at present 
located in California where his condition is reported as steadily 


improving. 
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Howard Stacy Returns From Philippines 


“WE COULD hear the beginning 
of it from where we lay, a low 
sing-song chant which gradually in- 
creased in intensity and pitch until 
the whole group 
had taken it up. 
Such a_ screech- 
ing and yelling 
can hardly be 
imagined. Then 
they came at us, 
out of their fox- 
holes and _ pill- 
boxes, full of 
sake and cocaine 
and absolutely 
insensible to shock or pain. 

“They are big men, these Japanese 
Marines, and are considered to be 
the cream of the army. I singled 
out a lieutenant who was all of six 
feet tall and must have weighed 
more than two hundred pounds. At 
fifty yards I put a thirty caliber slug 
into his middle. He stopped, with- 
out a trace of concern or surprise 
and tried to find where the bullet 
came from and to be accommodating 
I stood up and thumbed my nose at 
him. 

“With that, he came straight at 
me—and this is the picture [J still see 
in my dreams.—In those fifty yards 
I put fourteen more bullets into him, 
I could see them hit, and still he 
came, as if he were something in- 


Howard Stacy 


human. When directly in front of. 


me he threw his sword which passed 
beneath my legs as I jumped to 
dodge it, while he crumbled in a 
heap at my feet. It’s the one experi- 
ence that can never be driven from 
my mind.” 

This description of a Japanese 
banzai charge is one of a number 
of hair-raising adventures related by 
Cpl. HOWARD E. STACY, who 
returned to Lincoln last month on 
convalescent furlough. Howard, as 
a member of the 188 Paratroop In- 
fantry saw action ‘aplenty as his unit 
fought up from the south toward 
Manila while the bulk of the Ameri- 
can forces were driving down from 
Lingayen Gulf. 

Resistance before the airborne 
army Was particularly intense as 


the Japs recognized the familiar 
“nut-cracker” tactics. Advances were 
made only with the total extermina- 
tion of the defenders, which was a 
task not to be taken lightly. 


In one of his narrowest escapes, 
Howard had crept around a road 
block, coming in behind to find it 
defended by two Japs, who as yet 
were unaware of his presence. As 
he attempted to throw the clip into 
his gun, in some manner it jammed 
and fell to the ground. The Japs 
heard the sound and turned as 
Howard, with no recourse but im- 
mediate action, shot at one with his 
only bullet and rushed at the other 
with his knife. In the ensuing 
struggle, things were not going too 
well until Howard, driven back by 
being struck with the gun _ butt, 
threw his knife, and, as he terms 
it, by a miracle it came in true and 
point first, thus ending the battle. 


It was in Manila that the Dark 
Angel again rode by. This time 
Cpl. Stacy was operating a_ sub- 
machine gun when a sniper’s bullet 
struck his left wrist, emerging from 
the middle of the forearm and strik- 
ing his belt buckle, parts of which 
were driven into his body by the 
impact. An inventory taken after 
the battle disclosed three bullet holes 
in his helmet and a bullet burn on 
the leg, which later becoming in- 
fected still necessitates his use of a 
cane. With this, Howard was out 
of action. Then came hospitaliza- 
tion, surgery and the return to the 
States. 


Following his furlough he _ re- 
turned to Barnes General Hospital 
at Vancouver, Washington for fur- 
ther treatment. He is hopeful that 
more normal movement can be ob- 
tained in the shattered wrist, but 
has the feeling that perhaps his army 
days are over. 


It is such experiences as these that 
bring a new and clearer picture of 
our enemy and the impact of com- 
plete realization that this war is be- 
ing fought “for keeps.” Far from 
being on the “down-hill trail,” 
Howard is convinced that the foot 
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New Associate Editor 
Wt TAKE pleasure in announcing 


the appointment of Miss Donna 
Holloway, Accounting Department 
clerk, as the new 
associate editor 
of the “News” 
for that depart- 
ment. We _ are 
looking forward 
to her reporting 
for the months 
to come particu- 
larly after read- 
ing her fine ar- 
ticle which ap- 
pears in this month’s issue. Miss 
Ginny Petersen hands over the reins 
after having handled the assignment 
in excellent fashion for the past year. 
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Donna Holloway 


Mothers’ Day Traffic 
Reaches All Time Peak 


HE traffic load of long distance 

calls handled last month by the 
Lincoln office for Mothers’ Day 
broke all records of calls handled 
through this office on a single day. 
A total of 3,440 calls were offered 
and 2,824 completed as compared 
with the previous peak of slightly 
less than 3,000 offered calls. Last 
Christmas 2,660 calls were offered 
and 1,588 completed. 

The traffic load surged upward at 
other points also with many of the 
calls originating from military per- 
sonnel attempting to call home for a 
visit with “Mom” or the family. De- 
lays of five or six hours were not 
uncommon with the traffic folks do- 
ing a marvelous job with usual tact 
and patience in handling the ab- 
normal flood of calls. 

Completed calls from all exchanges 
for the first five months of 1945 
have already surpassed the one mil- 
lion mark for a gain of about 10% 
over the same period last year. A 
total of 1,127,060 calls were com- 
pleted which represents 88.7% of 
the calls offered, a splendid record 
under wartime operating conditions. 


——— 


soldier will have to slug his way 
clear to the heart of Japan in as 
bloody battles as the war has yet 
seen. 


“Happiness Ahead” 
HE wedding 
of Pe.2-1 | 

Wright of the 

Table Rock 

Traffic Depart- 

ment and Cpl. 

Wayne Diehm, 

also: oF Table 

R-orcuk, “was 

solemnized April 

28 at the Metho- 

dist Parsonage in Marysville, Kansas, 

Rev. E. K. Resler performed the 

double ring ceremony. Cpl. and 

Mrs. Diehm have returned to Albu- 

querque, New Mexico, where he is 

stationed. 


oe ®@ 

Hazel Urich, operator at Table 
Rock, and Denzal A. Murray of 
Durango, Colorado were united in 
marriage May 11 at Tecumseh. The 
couple will reside in Durango, Colo. 

eo @ 

Jenne Eis of the Lincoln Traffic 
Department became the bride of Sgt. 
William K. Bennett, May 4 at the 
Pratt Kansas Army Air Base chapel. 
They will reside in Pratt, where Sgt. 
Bennett is stationed. 

e ®@ 

Janeth Schalkopf of the Lincoln 
Accounting Department and Cpl. 
Vallery Stretton of the Marine 
Corps were united in marriage May 
19 at the First Presbyterian Church. 
Cpl. Stretton has just returned from 
18 months overseas duty and will re- 
port to Cherry Point, N. C., for re- 
assignment. Mrs. Stretton will con- 
tinue her work. 

e ® 

Shirley Ray, relief operator at 
Johnson, was married March 31 at 
Hiawatha, Kansas to S 1/C Ralph 
Moerer of Johnson. Rev. F. K. 
Kumpf performed the ceremony. 
S 1/C Moerer is now in the South 
Pacific Area and Mrs. Moerer is at 
home. She is the daughter of Lt (jg) 
and Mrs. Ted Ray. 

e ®@ 

Jacquelyn Ray, sister of Shirley 
also a relief operator at Johnson 
was married at El Monte, California, 
May 6 to SK2/C Dale Dunkle of 
Lincoln. The groom has just re- 
turned from 23 months overseas 


duty and is now stationed at El 
Monte, California. 
e °o 

The marriage of Dorothy Vant 
and M.M. 2/C Arthur H. Guttau 
was solemnized April 28 at Camp 
Oxnard, California. Mrs. Guttau 
was an operator at Wahoo before 
her marriage. 

e @ 

Pernal Hines of the Beatrice Traf- 
fic Department was married May 27 
at the Christian Church in Beat- 
rice to Pfc. Harry Moore. Pfc. 
Moore is enjoying a 45 day leave 


after serving 36 months overseas. He 


will return to Ft. Leavenworth for 
reassignment and Mrs. Moore will 
continue her work. 

e °®@ 

Cpl. Gerald Henderson, formerly 
of the Lincoln Supply Department 
and now on military leave of absence 
was married May 23 to Iona Jensen 
of Lincoln. Gerald returned to Lin- 
coln, Sunday, May 20 after spend- 
ing over two years in the South 
Pacitic. 


The Honorable 
Discharge Button 


~~ 


VER see this button? It is called 

the Honorable Discharge Button 

and is an emblem of honor deserving 
of the highest respect. | 

Made of gold plated plastic, it is 
issued to all who are honorably dis- 
charged from the Armed Forces fol- 
lowing service in World War II and 
proclaims that its owner has faith- 
fully carried out the weightiest duty 
of citizenship in time of national 
peril. 

The illustration above is, of 
course, an enlargement. The actual 
button is about one-half inch in 
diameter and is designed for wear in 
the lapel of a coat or jacket. Learn 
to recognize and respect it. 
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Dean McKenna Returns 
a bees saga of a prison break by in- 
trepid airmen who became 
ground fighters long enough to over- 
power their guards at Stalag Luft I 
at Barth, Ger- 
many, release 
allied prisoners 
in five neighbor- 
ing camps and 
then capture 
more than 200 
square miles of 
enemy territory 
before linking 
forces with the 
Russians had as 
one of its principal characters 2nd 
Lt. Dean McKenna, former directory 
salesman and son of E. A. McKenna, 
directory sales manager. 

Dean was shot down over Frank- 
furt on Main in February, 1944, 
while acting as bombardier in a B-17 
Flying Fortress in the first huge air 
raid on a German stronghold. Land- 
ing safely he was incarcerated at 
Barth until his recent stormy release 
to freedom and according to a recent 
long distance call has now arrived on 
American soil for a long awaited re- 
union with his family. 


Dean McKenna 


Program Service 
Company Moves 
AVING. recently acquired all 


stock holdings in the Program 
Service Company, Mr. R. S. Brews- 
ter, formerly Telephone Company 
traffic superintendent, now assumes 
full control of the Program com- 
pany’s affairs and will devote much 
of his time to its efforts. 

The Program company’s office, to- 
gether with all of its equipment will 
be removed from the telephone 
building and its office and studio 
will be located in the Rudge and 
Guenzel building. The Program 
Service Company furnishes radio 
and transcription service over Cit’ 
cuits rented from the Telephone 
company to its subscribers in Lin- 
coln. 

Originally, the Program company 
was organized by telephone com- 
pany people to experiment and keep 
in touch with developments along 
the lines of wired radio because of 
their close relationship to the tele- 
phone business. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Clyde W. Boyles, H. G. Schilling 
Lincoln, Lincoln, 
40 Years 35 Years 


Frank Kuchera, A. E. Dulin, 
Lincoln, Lincoln, 
25 Years 20 Years 
Forty Years 


C. W. Boyles, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 

W. E. Macdonald, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Five Years 


Thirty-Four Years 
C. B. Meshier, Tecumseh. 
Thirty-Two Years 
Frances Virgil, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
S. J. Dennis, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Emma Bradley, Douglas. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Erma Brown, Sutton; E. H. Wellman, 
Hebron. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Eva Kapke, Cedar Bluffs; Blanche Mc- 
Conkey, Guide Rock. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Regina Bethscheider, Hebron; Caroline 
Lamps, Hastings. 
Twenty-Five Years 
D. E. Culbertson, York; Frank Kuchera, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
FP. A. Blockwitz, Georgia Finnigan, 
Lincoln. 


Emma Bradley, D. E. Culbertson, 


Douglas, York, 
30 aces 25 Years 


Merle M. Hale, 
Lincoln, Lincoln, 
20 Years 20 Years 


L. V. Shirey, 


Twenty-Three Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
Mathilda Alpers, Clatonia; Nona 
Brusnahan, Friend: Roy Carlson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
Bridget Divis, Steinauer. 
Twenty Years 
A. E. Dulin, M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, 


Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
I. J. Devoe, Erma Dillworth, V. M. 
Simpson, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Laverta) Andrews, Syracuse: C. H. 
Bottorff, Lincoln; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 
Sixteen Years 
E. A. Ernst, Syracuse; I. C. Haith, 
Seward; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric Wanek, 


Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 


Camilla Selzer, Bellwood: Melba Rich- 
ards, Hastings. 
Eleven Years 


Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 
E. E. Johnson, Military Service; E. O. 
Wait, Tecumseh. 


Nine Years 


Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings. 


Eight Years 
Esther Fritz, Nemaha. 


Six Years 
Margaret Evans, Nebraska City. 
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“Journey's End” 


JOHN S. REED, father of J. S. 
Reed of the Lincoln Plant Depart- 
ment passed away May 3. Funeral 
services were held May 7 at 
Roberts Mortuary. 


F. J. ARCHER, father of Roenabelle 
Archer of the Hebron Commer- 
cial Department passed away re- 


cently. Funeral services were held 
May 12 at Hebron. 


ALEXANDER HECKMAN, father 
of Dorothea Heckman of the 
Friend Traffic Department, died 
recently at Friend. Funeral serv- 
ices were held May 20 at the 
Friend Methodist church. 


MRS. J. D. WAGONER, mother 
of Wauneta Childs, operator at 
Fairbury passed away at her home 
on May 6. 


MARTIN B. BARKMAN, father of 
Mrs. Lizzie Cressman, chief op- 
erator at Jansen, passed away at 
his home on May 6. 


“Blessed Events. 


R. and Mrs. 

R. H. Spohn 
are the parents 
of a baby girl, 
Sally Carolyn, 
born May 27 at 
Lincoln General 
Hospital. Mr. 


Spohn is a mem- 


EU 
Us on 
Gaps fe Ory eye i 1, 
SOMEONE Uh, ber of the Lin- 


coln Accounting Department. 


Your “News” reporters  inter- 
viewed Mr. Spohn the morning fol- 
lowing the happening and after con- 
versing with the subject who gazed 
at us with unseeing eyes for the bet- 
ter part of an hour succeeded in 
worming the following statement out 


of him, ““(+).” 


Intimate acquaintances are. in- 
clined to doubt malicious rumors 
that the event was timed to coincide 
with the current cigar shortage. 


Navy statistics show that an aver- 
age of 78,000 telephone conversa- 
tions are made involving construc- 
tion of one destroyer. 


Lincoln Telephone News 
Vol. 27 JUNE, 1945 No. 6 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom It Is Fur- 
nished Without Charge. 


A. B. Gorman, Editor 
J. H. Hartiey, Assistant Editor 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln, 1, Nebr. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


‘*A Nebraska Company Serving Its People’’ 


Hebron Storm 


Disrupts Communications 
VIOLENT wind storm of hurri- 


cane proportions struck sudden- 
ly at Hebron on May 26, causing 
material property damage and dis- 
rupting telephone communications. 
Fortunately, the storm was restricted 
in area and not tornadic, the gale 
sweeping through in a comparatively 
straight course with no whirling 
motion. Trees up to four feet in 
diameter were uprooted or broken 
off and many roofs were blown 
away. 

The city was isolated for several 
hours, according to Area Manager 
George Jones, the toll leads both 
north and south being severed. The 
roof of a house was blown off and 
landed on the 36 wire north lead 
breaking every circuit and south of 
town the lead was compeletely out 
because of wire breakage and shorts 
caused by falling limbs. Approxi- 
mately three-fourths of the city and 
farm telephones were out of service 
with two farm lines beyond reach 
for two days due to flood waters. 

At one spot a large cottonwood 
tree fell across a cable breaking the 
messenger but not severing the cable 
which, however, stretched to the ex- 
tent that it was necessary to cut 
slack. A maple tree fell on the ex- 
change building but caused slight 
damage. 

Two emergency construction gangs 
under Foremen Harry Moss and W. 
F. Combs together with the local 
plant forces did yeoman service in 
restoring communications to a large 
extent Saturday night. Temporary 
“P.O.D.” insulated wire was strung 
to re-establish toll circuits with 
permanent repairs being made after- 
ward. 


Turn Your Ideas 


‘Into Folding Money 


HE employees suggestion plan 

announced in last month’s 
“News” is getting under way with 
interest being evinced from all quar- 
ters. The committee, composed of 
representatives from the Traffic, 
Plant, Accounting and Commercial 
departments, with the personnel di- 
rector acting as chairman, has met 
and arranged its plans of organiza- 
tion for smooth functioning. Forms 
for submitting ideas or suggestions 
together with all necessary informa- 
tion have been placed in the hands 
of supervisors. 

Ask your supervisor for some sug- 
gestion forms and send your ideas 
directly to the chairman of the sug- 
gestion committee at Lincoln. They 
will be judged anonymously by the 
committee and those worthy of merit 
will be awarded prizes ranging from 


$2.00 to $10.00. In addition, spe- - 


cial awards ranging to a maximum of 
$100.00 may be made where the 
adoption of a suggestion will result 
in a known or determinable econ- 
omy, or if the adoption of a sugges- 
tion results in increased revenue for 
the Company. 


7th War Loan Drive 
In the Home Stretch 
ITH the seventh 


war loan drive at 
the three-quarters 
mark on the home 

RM Xe stretch there still re- 
| WAR LOAN | LOAN ; 

mains a lot of work 
to do if our mark is to be reached. 
$47,338.00 had been subscribed up 
to press time which is considerably 
short of the goal set during the last 
drive. David City and Seward were 
running a neck and neck battle with 
179 and 177 per cent respectively 
with Sutton, Beatrice and Auburn 
coming up. In Lincoln the General 
Traffic and Engineering depart- 
ments were ahead with General 
Commercial, Shop and Supply and 
Treasurer in the next spots. 

Let’s get behind the boys fighting 
for us in the Pacific and really go 
ALL OUT FORTHE MIGHTY 7th 
WAR LOAN DRIVE! 
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Honor To President 
(Continued from page 2) 
resulted both in marked improve- 
ment in service to the public and in 
establishing the industry on a sound 

financial basis. 

During his years as a leader in in- 
dustry, Mr. Woods has acquired in- 
terests in and has undertaken a sub- 
stantial part in the direction of 
several major enterprises. Included 
in these are the Automatic Electric 
Company, the Sahara Coal Com- 
pany, and the Addressograph-Multi- 
graph Corporation. He is a director 
of the Harris Trust and Savings 
Bank of Chicago and many other 
corporations. 

While he has repeatedly declined 
to aspire to public office, Mr. Woods 
has always taken a deep interest in 
community welfare and civic activi- 
ties. He has served as president of 
the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, 
a member of the Park’ Advisory 
board of the City of Lincoln and a 
trustee of the Lincoln Y.M.C.A. and 
Y.W.C.A. 

In June, 1944 he was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Medal, given 
by the University of Nebraska to 
outstanding alumni and is a_ past 
president of the University of Ne- 
braska Alumni Association. As 
trustee of the University of Ne- 
braska Foundation he has devoted 
much effort to placing the Founda- 
tion on a sound footing and is re- 
sponsible in large measure for its suc- 
cessful development. 

We extend congratulations to 
President Woods for his high and 
richly deserved honor which brings 
eminent distinction not only to him- 
self but through him to our organ’ 
ization which he so ably heads. 


First Aid For Motorists 
Le JENKINS of the Lincoln 


Plant Department has undertaken 
the instruction of officers of the Ne- 
braska State Safety Patrol in first 
aid, several of whom have become 
qualified instructors capable of train- 
new members. Nebraska's mobile 
unit, the sixth largest in the United 
States, now comprises forty-eight 
cars all of which are equipped with 
first aid facilities with all officers 
trained in emergency treatment. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 


Ashland 


Mrs. Agnes Moran is spending her vaca- 
tion at home with her husband, Cpl. Ernest 
Moran, who is on a furlough from a camp 
in Kentucky. . . . Mrs. Armstrong spent 
last week-end in Sioux City, Iowa... . Cpl. 
Chilton Bryant, who is stationed at Mc- 
Cook, spent last week with his wife, Mrs. 
Loraine Bryant. ... Luella Buck was taken 
to Doctors Hospital, Omaha, for an appen- 
dectomy, but is home now convalescing. 
... Gladys Churchill is our new relief op- 
erator. Good luck, Gladys. ... Mrs. Lura 
Blackman, Chief Operator, received a 
Mother’s Day cable from her son, Cpl. 
Glen Blackman, who is stationed with the 
Anti-Aircraft Headquarters Battery in Ger- 


*" many. She also received a corsage of gar- 


denias and pink rosebuds from him. 


Beaver Crossing 


Our office is beginning to look spic and 
span. We had our venetian blinds painted 
recently. 

David City 

“Farewell to thee’’—seems as if we're 
in that same old rut again. Virginia Tenny 
resigned as of the 18th of May, to go to 
Washington, D. C., to work with the F.B.I. 
A wiener roast was held in the old log 
cabin in the park to the enjoyment of all. 
She received a going away gift, a pair of 
pearl earrings and a locket. Best of luck 
to you, Virginia. Not that you will need 
it. . . . Leola Heins and ‘Private X” got 
together and went to a good old dance 
session at the Turnpike in Lincoln, Satur- 
day, the 19th. Claims she hasn’t had so 
much fun since she was two and a half 
years old. ... Ruby Muller and Nadine 
Aden went to Lincoln one day last week 
to do some shopping with empty purses. 
For what? If we answer that here, it will 
only lead to the chopping block. ... We 
deeply missed Merna Stewart these last 
three weeks. Seems as if she was needed 
pretty badly ’cause they called her back 
to Hastings again. Better have a complete 
examination the next time, Merna, ’cause 
we believe you still have a few links miss- 
ing. . . . A certain operator (who?— 
wouldn’t you like to know) claims she is 
quite interested in horses, but we didn’t 
think she’d go as far as Holdrege to see a 
horse show, Saturday night, or were these 
a little faster and more rugged type?... 


Our cashier’s brother just returned from 
1314 months overseas duty and he took the 
fatal plunge on Tuesday the 22nd. If it’s 
all gonna take that much trouble at her 
own wedding, Marilynn claims she will 
elope. It takes too long to recuperate the 
other way. ... Vern Campbell, Area Man- 
ager, had a wonderful week’s visit with his 
daughter, Helen, of the SPARS. She ar- 
rived unexpectedly. one Saturday night 
and is Vern ever proud of her! Can’t say 
as we blame him ’cause she makes a neat 
looking SPAR... . Al Schellenberg, plant 
department, transferred to Lincoln. The 
boys all got together and held a confab as 
a farewell party. We hear those sand- 
wiches were pretty good!!!. Best of luck 
to you, Al, in your new job. 


Louisville 


Miss Miriam Carter returned to work 
May 14th, after spending her two week’s 
vacation visiting her folks at Greenwood. 


Nebraska City 


The Nebraska City office wishes to an- 
nounce its blessed event. It seems a mother 
bird took quite a liking to our classroom 
window, and made her nest there, and now 
we have three little birds. . . . Miriam 
Haase and Elaine Hoffman just returned 
after spending three weeks in Hastings. 
Two more of the operators, Mary Barty- 
zelle and Maxine Meyers, decided to give 
it a try. Good luck, girls. ... Margie Gess 
who just returned from her vacation which 
she spent at home is leaving us again. 
Could it be ‘‘Wedding Bells” we’re hearing, 
Margie? ... Other girls on their vacations 
are Dorothy Waters and Eunice Segelke 
who by this time is on her way to 
Ogden, Utah. . . . Josie Shoemaker 
starts her vacation next week and she tells 
us she’s going to Iowa. Have a good time. 

. Virginia Adkins attending the Dun- 
bar commencement graduation exercises 
reminds us of Virginia Richards and Lillian 
Baker, who are graduating May 24. Lots of 
luck to you, girls. ... Recent visitors at 
Nebraska City were C. C. Donley, Miss 
Markuson, Ann Seymour and J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie, who were attending a chief op- 
erator’s meeting held at the Grand Hotel, 
May 14. ... Mrs. Bohlen, our night op- 
erator, is leaving us for a little while to 
have an operation. Betty Balfour is taking 
her place. ... We have some new lights 
over the switchboard now and they are 
really nice. . . . Violet Peterson was vis- 
ited by two of her brothers a few weeks 
ago. One is from New Jersey and 
the other from Texas. 


Platismouth 


Miss Pearl Sutton is at Hastings 
for three weeks working for the 
Traffic Department. 


Seward 


Well, folks, you better watch 
your “2 hour parking signs” from 
now on. So advises one of our op- 
erators, who visited Lincoln re- 
cently. It seems as though she mis- 
judged her two hours and _ oh! 
what happened, just minor, of 
course. How about that ‘“Merzie’’? 
. . . We are glad to know that 
Willa Robbins will soon be back 
with us again. We surely will be 
flad, Willa. ... We are sorry to 


73usy scene in the Piatismouth op- 

erating room. Left to right the op- 

erators are, Betty Jasper, Mary 

Kay McKenna, Geraldine Case, 

Rose Janda and the chief operator, 
Hilda Johanns. 
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lose Inez Grigsby, who resigned recently. 
Good luck in your new career, Inez!... 
How about the spring weather? Don’t 
you agree it’s a little on the rainy side? 
: Here’s a report on Lydia Kriegs- 
hauser’s adventure in her new hobby, 
‘“cycling’’. She has learned to ride with- 
out a spill now. She says she can go 
half-way around the race track now. Say! 
Anybody that desires to reduce, “cycling”’ 
is the answer. . . Everybody is doing 
his bit in the office to buy war bonds so 


V-J Day will be closer. ... A former op- 
erator, Dorothy Lange, Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, visited us recently. ... Seems as if 


two of our operators, yours truly, Helen 
Greiner, and Caroline O’dell, have taken 
up spring house cleaning. “Better late 
than never’’, so they say.... “‘Nuff’’ news 
for this time... . (Ed. Note: Helen Greiner 
has a sparkling diamond, which she ne- 
glected to mention. Congratulations, 
Helen.) 


Syracuse 


Mrs. Lockhart took a week of her vaca- 
tion early. She attended the funeral of 
her sister-in-law in Pueblo, Colorado, and 
spent a few days in Omaha.... We'll cer- 
tainly miss the cheerful presence of Norma 
Jean Gore. Norma Jean is going to Wash- 
ington, D. C., where she will continue her 
work as a telephone operator. Good luck 
to you! More news about Miss Gore. She 
just graduated from high school. It was a 
tough fight, but she won... . Kathryn 
France left us May 19, to spend the week- 
end in Crete. Did you have a good time, 
Kathryn? ... That’s all folks. 


Tamora 


Our Chief Operator will begin to look 
like a million dollars in a day or two. Upon 
asking for news the relief operator re- 
sponded to the reporter, ‘Mrs. Geseking 
has her mouth full of pins, she’s making a 
new dress.’”’ She should be right proud of 
that! !! 


Wahoo 


Maxine Heidbreder and Margaret 
Schroeder, former operators at Wahoo, 
paid us a short visit May 19th. They were 
then accompanied to Greenwood by Elaine 
Patzloff for the week-end. These two girls 
have worked in Denver the past year but 
could not pass up their many friends at 
Wahoo and we were happy to see them. 

. Emily Hanus of the Traffic Depart- 
ment spent Mother’s Day in David City 


with her family. ... Erma Shonka was also 
at her home in David City the week-end 
of May 20th. ... Vacations and weddings 


seem to go hand in hand. Miss Dorothy 
Vant, operator, went to California. sup- 
posedly for a vacation, but ended up at the 
altar with Arthur H. Guttau, M. M. 2/C. 
As for details we can furnish none except 
the happy event took place April 28th, at 
Camp Oxnard, and from the pictures sent 
back by them, we feel they are truly 
happy and the Wahoo gang extends con- 
gratulations and best wishes. “Just a little 
advice, Dorothy, gét busy with the old 
cook book.” 
Weeping Water 

Miss Eleanor Lane and Mrs. Dickson 
spent the day visiting and shopping at 
Nebraska City. ... Miss Fern Davis spent 
the day visiting and shopping at Platts- 
mouth, Saturday, May 19. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 
We are happy to report that Mina Jor- 
gensen who has been confined to a local 
hospital where she underwent an operation 


is well on the road to recovery. We all 


hope to see her back real soon... . Shirley 
Hess has come up from the warehouse to 
help out in Mina’s absence. ... We wel- 


come Joy Smith to our General Commer- 
cial family this month. She’s doing steno- 
graphic work in Mr. Hale’s office. 
Miss Louise Erdmann resigned May 4 and 
is going to do secretarial work at the Uni- 
versity of Texas. ... A group of school 
children interested in art work came 
through our advertising department one 
day recently and a stranger who resembled 
Joe Hartley was their guide. (Or was that 
really Mr.Hartley disguised in a brand new 
suit?) . . . If you people have been won- 
dering why Mr. Gorman always buttons his 
suit collar up tightly around his neck when 
he goes down to the Business Office, here’s 
the answer: Dorothy Kehling’s curiosity 
got the better of her the other day and 
she asked him where he kept the battery 
that kept his tie lit un... . It was really 
“Old Home Month” around these parts. 
Howard Stacy came in to see us after re- 
turning from Luzon where he was wound- 
ed. Bonnie Briggs, formerly Bonnie Nel- 
son who was Mr. Lawson’s stenographer 
before her marriage dropped in also one 
afternoon. A year in the Texas climate 
seems to have been good for her. Our 
third visitor this month was Ramona 
Francis Wendland, former stenographer to 
the Advertising Manager and your “News” 
associate editor who also came from Texas. 
She and her husband were visiting their 
folks in Lincoln while on a short furlough. 
. Mr. Hartley has a new son-in-law. 
His daughter, Lorraine, was married May 
23, to Sgt. Max Cavey who has just been 
liberated from a German prison camp. 
: . Speaking of visitors, here’s one for 
the books—Four former mail boys came 
back to see Mr. Sturtevant over a period 
of two days. They were Harold Brady, 
Beverly Ott, Howard Stacy, and Roger 
Moore. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor 


We all want to thank Virginia Peterson 
for the swell job she did in pervious time 
as Associate Editor of the ‘‘News.” We all 
enjoyed reading your column very much, 
“Ginny,” and I only hope I can do as well. 
I want to thank you for the fine considera- 
tion and help you have given me thus far. 

. We welcome to our department two 
new employees, Norma Gruntorad and 
Martha Largent. Vacationers this 
month are Johnny Backstrom, who spent 
a week hitting the high spots in Kansas 
City. From what J. B. says he must have 
had quite a time and we believe he will 
recommend K. C. as THE place to go for 
your future vacations. He said he had 
quite a hard time making it back to work 
his first morning back so it must have 
been plenty O.K. . Van Hausner and 
Ann Keegan also had vacations. Ann spent 
hers at home in Tecumseh, Nebr., while 
Van stayed in Lincoln and “just rested 
up.” ... Jan Schalkopf combined her va- 
eation with a honeymoon. Congrats, Jan. 
We all hope you will be very happy... . 
Annabelle Conkle Jones, who formerly 
worked on payrolls, resigned after her 
marriage which took place the first of this 
month. ... We also want to extend our 
congratulations to Gladys Holscher, who is 
flashing a diamond these days. I don’t 
know which sparkles the most Gladys or 
the ring. . . . Dorothy Carlson seems to 
think her name looks pretty nice in print, 
(she informed us as we were writing this), 
so to make her real happy and to keep her 
contented until the next issue of the 
“News” we will pause for a moment right 
here and print her name before we go any 


further. Dorothy Carlson (Note: I bet she 
reads this part 10 times). . . . For those of 
you who weren’t in the Cafeteria that fatal 
day that Frances Virgil decided she wasn’t 
hungry, Yours Truly would like to inform 
you that she made quite a noise about it. 
It seems she dumped ‘her tray right in the 
middle of the floor. . . . It never fails but 
where there’s a prank being played you 
will find ‘‘Little Boy Ross’’ in the midst of 
it, whether he intends to be or not. But 
for those of you who haven’t read the 
bulletin board recently, Bob signed up as 
a pitcher on the girls’ baseball team. But 
a rather out of character pitcher. A 
‘Pitcher of Woo’. What next? 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


Our Construction Crews have been busy 
this month with maintenance work. 
‘Swede’ Foster and crew have been repair- 
ing the Fairbury farm line, while Harry 
Moss has been working on the Tecumseh- 
Auburn toll lead. Earl Eichenour’s gang 
have been repairing the Louisville plant 
and John Hobson, George Hansen and 
‘Brick’ Smith have been busy with Lincoln 
plant repairs. ‘Babe’ Combs’ crew is 
working near Hastings. ... We have two 
additions to our department this month— 
Dale Weaver is now working with ‘Swede’ 
Foster and J. A. Schellenberg has been 
transferred to Construction from the David 
City Plant Department. 


Lincoln Army Air Field 
By Dorothy Fisher 

We miss Betty Butler, assistant super- 
visor, who left us on May 21 to be with 
her mother who is ill in Marysville, Cali- 
fornia. . . . Our lil southern gals, Betty 
Griffin and Betty Cooper (PLEASE don’t 
pronounce the “‘r’’) are vacationing in June 
on their husbands furloughs. Betty G. and 
her Jimmy left for Alabama on June 5 and 
Betty C. and her Jimmy are off for South 
Carolina on June 15. Twenty days too! 
Jimminee—here’s hopin you all have a 
right smart good time: (as in Tom)! 

Since this is the month for Betty’s, 

Just when, twixt me and you, 

Is the month for all us Dotties? 

What’s that?! Okeh, I’m through. 


Local Commercial 
Lorraine Wolf, Associate Editor 


L. Com’l achieved the close of another 
directory, but with a couple of mishaps: 
tonsillitis and appendicitis. Mrs. C. H. 
Anderson lost a day and a half with the 
former, and Jean Beck fell by the way 
with the latter. Jean is recuperating at 
Bryan Memorial Hospital. ... Ruth Clark 
came back to fill in for Jean, and while 
we are sorry that it took an appendix to 
get her here, we are very glad to have her 


in the fold again... . (Historical Note: We 
hear it took a pair of fallen arches to get 
Schlentz). ... We bet Jennie Frazee stops 


writing her F’s like T’s and her Z’s like 
P’s, since Mrs. Rose Riggs called down for 
Miss Trapeez. N. C. (No Comment)... . 
Virginia Allard received a cablegram from 
her husband on their wedding anniversary. 
Western Union delivered the message over 
the ’phone. Virginia listened and then 
being much too excited to think straight 
or to master her voice properly, yet think- 
ing some comment necessary, asked in 


querulous tones, ‘And it is’ signed 
‘Oliver’?’” Now, what is the W. U. Operator 
thinking? ...A tall blond stepped to the 


counter and asked if we had a California 
Telephone Directory. On being asked 
which city, she was highly indignant, but 
managed to reply “Why Los Angeles”! ... 
The week of May 21st to 28th Betty Roeder 
vacationed here at the office before start- 
ing summer _ session. Happy vacation, 
Betty. ... Mr. A. B. Gorman placed a flag 
display in the big window on the occasion 
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Bob Clifford, construction chief clerk, is 
proud of this picture for two reasons, 
first, because the children happen to be 
members of his fine little family and, sec- 
ond, because it proves (at least to his own 
satisfaction) that he has talent in handling 
the camera. At any rate the picture was 
published in the May issue of “Popular 
Photography” exemplifying proper photo- 
graphic technique. 


of V-E Day. On close inspection what do 
you think we found? On every fourth stick 
is one of his old ties... . We say good-bye 
to Jennie Frazee who answers the ‘‘call to 
the colors’. Won't our Jenny look spiffy 
in that navy blue? ‘‘Anchors Aweigh” and 
“Bon Voyage” are the only nautical 
phrases we know and neither seems to fit 
so we'll just say a sincere ‘‘Good Luck, 
Jenny”. ... (Ed. Note: We might add the 
“Thought” that in her navy blues Miss 
Frazee undoubtedly will look ‘‘nautical but 
nice.) . . . R. B. (Unea’ Buzz) Anderson 
has let us in on another good un’ on his 
spouse, Mrs. Cecile H. Anderson. It seems 
that Saturday the latter, decked out in not 
so becoming coveralls and bandana, was 
doing some intensive Spring Cleaning in 
the back part of the house when she heard 
Our Hero say something from the living- 
room. Thinking he was talking to her she 
called into him. Her only answer was a 
weird and terrible groan. Frantic, for fear 
Unea’ Buzz was beginning his journey 
“erossing the bar’, she dashed into the 
room to be confronted with company. The 
minister had come to call. With a little 
yelp of embarrassment, Mrs. Anderson 
backed out the door and stood peering 
around the door frame at two guffawing 
men. 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Ed Cummings received a call one day 
saying that the Colon Exchange was dead. 
“Exchange Physician” G. B. Keith was sent 
to the rescue and in a very short time 
brought Colon back to life. Three cheers 
for George. Francis Darnold spent 
several days in Fairbury repairing the 
storage batteries. . . . Ever since Mr. and 
Mrs. Dulin returned from their vacation 
in “Sunny” California, Ed has been in 
court. We noticed that Ed has acquired a 
“Wolf License’ but we want an explana- 
tion. . . . When it rains, it pours. At least 
that seems to be the way with Harry 
White. Harry got caught in one of our 
many spring rains and upon reaching the 
“6” Office was “all wet”. Mr. Metcalf was 
able to lend Harry some dry clothes but it 
seems that there was some trouble be- 


cause Harry had a slightly (ha ha) larger 


waistline than ‘Met’’, but an apron cov- 
ered the situation very well. ... Alex 
Geist reports he had a nice vacation from 
April 29 to May 5. His son, Joe, who is 
an Ensign in the Navy, was home on leave; 
and his daughter and son-in-law T/Ssgt. 
Virgil Henderson who has been overseas 
and now stationed in Texas were home. 
They had quite a lot of excitement on their 
way up here. The bus in which they were 
riding met with an accident in Manhattan, 
Kansas, killing two people. Sgt. and Mrs. 
Henderson were a bit shaken up but es- 
caped injury. ... Aerographers’ Mate 2/C 
Roger Moore, former employee in this de- 
partment, was in to see all of us while on 


leave. ...S/Sgt. LeRoy Scanlon, stationed 
in Nevada, spent several days in Lincoln 
with his dad, ‘‘Mike’’ Scanlon... . Old age 


must be catching up on some of the fellows 
in the switchroom. Herb Jenkins is still 
away from work, and now G. B. Arnold 
has been ‘“‘doctoring up” for several days. 
a A very pleasant surprise was Cpl. 
Howard Stroup’s call to Ed Cummings. 
Howard was in Lincoln for a short time 
and hopes to get back soon for a much 
longer time. ...Soundman 2/C Mark Dulin 
and Donna Lee Noble said “I do” at 
Tujuanga, California on April 22. 


Supply Office 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


A sure sign of spring with two vacation- 
ers, they are Bob Donaldson and Harry 
Schilling. . . . We welcome another new- 
comer this month. Leona Pavel, a sister 
of Anne. ... The girls have started soft 
ball practice. The warehouse is represented 
by Ruth Marrow, Anne and Leona Pavel. 

. Ruth Marrow is sporting a diamond 
ring on the third finger left hand. He is 
Lowry Rodine in the Navy. Congratula- 
tions, Ruth. ... Mr. Strasser received word 
of his son’s recent promotion to Capt. Dale 
Strasser. He is stationed in the Philippines. 
... Pfe. Howard Stacy is home on a thirty- 
day furlough, having recently arrived in 
the states from the Philippines. ... Dar- 
leen Healey’s mother, Pvt. Francis Healey, 
has received a medical discharge from the 
technician staff at the Army hospital at 
Bolling Field. 


Traffic Department 


Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


We are trying to get our news assembled 
before we take our vacation to be spent 
where? We don’t Know yet but some- 
where in Nebraska. ...Leata Smelser, toll 
supervisor, is vacationing in Brigham City, 
Utah, visiting her Lieutenant friend back 
from overseas. . .. Betty Kroeger and 
Doris Sutton, toll operators, are also on 
vacation, but their destinations are un- 
known. ... Kathryn Martin returned to 
work after her vacation very happy that 
she will be living in Lincoln instead of 
Holton, Kansas. We are happy about it, 
too! ...Now it can be told. Jenne Eis be- 
came Mrs. Wm. Bennett at Pratt, Kansas, 
May 4, and from a letter received she is 


Iris Barbee, cashier, and 
Miriam Griess, clerk, at 
work on the _ subscribers’ 
statements for the month at 
the Sutton business office. 


very happy. Our best wishes 
to both Sgt. and Mrs. Ben- 
nett! ... Frances Petersen, 
toll supervisor, showed up 
for work Monday morning 
with one side of her face at 
least twice its normal size. 
She had two wisdom teeth 
extracted Saturday and that 
was the result. It has sub- 
sided somewhat but now her 
face and neck are a very 
unhealthy green. It will be nice when her 
face returns to its normal size again so all 
the arguments over which side of her face 
would be more photogenic can stop... . 
Maxine Buttery is leaving us to join her 
husband who is returning from overseas. 
Bye, Max, and good luck! ... Our rest 
room has undergone quite a change in ap- 
pearance. Now we have flowers, vines and 
what have you, here and there on the 
walls. One thing must be admitted. It is 
definitely different. We also have two 
new sets of overstuffed davenports, and 
chairs to harmonize with the new color 
scheme. ... Another added attraction is 
the conversion of the quiet room into a 
smoking lounge for the girls to relax and 
they can eat, read, write letters and just 
feel very much at ease. . Mrs. Mary 
Emerson, local supervisor, was called to 
Ohio by the death of her stepmother... . 
That is all for now: 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 


Hi, Dorothy McNulty, we’re glad to see 
you back. Lucile Murray got lonesome for 
her, so caught a Hastings bound bus to 
spend the week-end. . .. Marion Walker 
spent a recent week-end in Kansas City, 
but I know no more. . .. Anna Menninga 
vacationed ‘‘down on the farm” near Crab 
Orchard. How we envied her. Be patient, 
gals, yours is coming. . . . The Burwood 
bowling team came through with flying 
colors to win the championship in the 
Ladies Major League. Wilma ‘Lefty” 
Grupe is a member of the winning team, 
and really did her share. .. . Hazel Neuge- 
bauer is still at home recuperating from 
an illness she picked up while vacationing 
in Omaha. We hope she can be back soon. 
. . . Ah, love is such a wonderful thing— 
Pernal Hines is all a dither, and who 
wouldn’t be. “The man” is back, and they 
are taking the vows May 27th. Loads of 
luck to you both. . . . Joyce Girl spent a 
leisurely week-end in Wymore and Lin- 
coln, while Mrs. Sharp journeyed to 
Omaha. . . . Greetings to Mary Hankins, 
who recently joined us. ... We say good- 
bye to Mrs. Elizabeth Cass, who has gone 
to Hastings for three weeks. 


Burchard 


Mrs. Wilcox returned to work after an 
absence due to illness and we also welcome 
Wilma Koher as a new operator. 


Dawson 


Esther West visited her sister at Goff, 
Kansas, and then her parents at Soldier, 
Kansas. We wonder how that town of 
Soldier got its name. Anyway the Auburn 
Area so far at least, is true to the Army. 


Fairbury 
Cpl. Charles L. Cline, husband of Ar- 
lene Cline, Fairbury operator, has had 
many exciting experiences in North Africa, 
Italy, France, and Germany. Among his 
recent experiences he related his ‘surprise’ 
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when entering a house in a recently cap- 
tured German town only to find five 
heavily armed Germans already there. 
Fortunately for him, they had the right 
mental attitude as they surrendered when 
he drew his revolver. ... Other news from 
the Army informs us that T/Sgt. Aubrey 
Gear, son of J. C. “Red” Gear, Fairbury 
Wire Chief, has arrived home to spend an 
indefinite furlough. Newcomers in 
the traffic department are Shirley Allen, 
Bernice Bishop and Nellie Cox and we 
must say good-bye to Grace Childers who 
has resigned. 


Friend 


The employees had a big time on the 
evening of May 11th at Ed Massie’s home 
celebrating at a birthday party for the 
Chief Operator, Mrs. Alice Peters. Of 
course, several of the pertinent facts about 
this party seem to have been neglected; 
for instance just what birthday was be- 
ing celebrated, eh, Ed? 


Humboldt 


Darlene Stalder and Willestine Clark vis- 
ited in Lincoln May 17, and Darlene 
seems to be a pretty busy person. Her 
marriage in the near future was the oc- 
casion of a farewell party and shower. All 
of which makes us think that as George 
Damon and Ed Flowerday are the leading 
bee fanciers of Richardson County, they 
would be well qualified to have a confi- 
dential talk with Darlene about birds and 
bees and things in general. Ed could wear 
his ‘Mother Hubbard” and hereafter be 
known as “Mother Flowerday”. ... We 
welcome Helen Fergus as a new operator. 
Helen with Emma Lee King was a visitor 
at Fort Leavenworth, May 20th. Come to 
think about it maybe Ed ought to talk to 
these two girls right away because Fort 
Leavenworth is a bad, bad place, just full 
of soldiers—isn’t it, girls? 


Steinauer 


News here is a list of visits. Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Divis visited in Wahoo and 
Colon, May list and 2nd. Patty Schutz vis- 
ited in Lincoln recently and Mrs. Divis in 
Pawnee City. Just to reverse the pro- 
cedure, Miss Alice Hartman of Lincoln 
visited Mrs. Divis April 22nd. 


Table Rock 


Mollie McKnight got pretty far away 
and spent the week-end of April 21st in 
Kansas City. She thinks K. C. is some- 
thing like Table Rock on Saturday night. 
. . . Pearl Freeman attended the Rebekah 
Convention in Salem, April 17th. She didn’t 
give us a report of what happened when 
the Rebekahs got together. ... Pearl 
Wright was married, April 28th, to Pvt. 
Wayne Diehm of the Army Air Corps and 
the couple will make their home in New 
Mexico during the completion of Pvt. 
Diehm’s training. ... Betty Jean Jobe is 
the new student operator. Welcome, Betty. 


Tecumseh 


Mr. and Mrs. Meshier were happy to 
have Lt. (J.G.) Charles A. Meshier home 
for the week of April 21st and Mr. Meshier 
returned to Ottumwa, Iowa, with the Lt. 
for a few days visit before he left for 
Corpus Christi, Texas, to take further 
training. ... Jerry Murphy spent her va- 
cation in Pensacola, Florida, with her sister 
and family, Lt. (J.G.) and Mrs. Keith Gibbs 
and Denny. Mrs. Gibbs was formerly an 
operator in the traffic department. 

We welcome Nora Morrissey to our forces. 


Wilber 


The Miller family spent the week-end of 
April 28 in Tecumseh and Falls City and 
that makes us wonder how Lloyd’s chick- 
ens were taken care of. If we remember 
correctly there was one time when Lloyd 
left town and arranged with Lumir Vosika 
to feed his chickens and then very care- 


fully locked his house up with the chicken 
feed in the basement. This left the only 
available means of entrance a basement 
window and Lumir found out that the 
guy who had planned the windows just 
hadn't allowed for Lumir’s bulging 
‘‘muscles.” . 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Exeter 


Exeter boasts a new student, namely, 
Lois Moor. 


Fairmont 
Lorena Fishel is a new student this 
month. ... Mrs. Ruth Joy attended funeral 


services for a relative in Grand Island on 
May 20. 


Geneva 


Erma Dixon, Elsie Sole, Colleen McDon- 
ald, Patty Murrell, and Phyllis Fellows 
were Lincoln visitors, April 28. ... Evelyn 
DuBois and Phyllis Fellows spent May 8 
in York visiting Miss Fellow’s sister and 
niece. . . . Muriel Pearson, LaVerne 
Langetieg and Jean Moritz, former oper- 
ators, visited this office recently. . . . Miss 
Metcalf spent a few days here during the 
week of May 13. ... Miss Bethscheider, 
Chief Operator at Hebron, and Miss 
Schleif, Chief Operator at Nelson, called at 
the office May 18... . Helen Adermann, 
Chief Operator, attended a traffic meet- 
ing in York, May 18.... Rosemary Biegler 
is our new local student. .. . Colleen Mc- 
Donald and Evelyn DuBois submitted to 
appendectomies May 9 and 12, respectively. 
Ruby Morrow is helping out during their 
absence. . . . Winona Bobbitt resigned 
April 28 and a pre-nuptial shower was 
given in her honor at the home of Helen 
Adermann on May 10. A fried chicken 
dinner with all the trimmings was served 
at 6 o’clock. Winona received many use- 


ful gifts. . . . Phyllis Most is succeeding 
Winona as instructress. . .. Eileen Bailey 
is our new night overator. ... Maxine 


Franzen is dividing her vacation time be- 
tween Bruning and her home. 


Ohiowa 


Mrs. Bess Nipper, Chief Operator-Cash- 
ier, spent her two week’s vacation visit- 
ing in Villisca, Iowa. ... Mrs. Evelyn 
Heater was in Beloit, Kansas, April 23 to 
attend the funeral of her father-in-law. ... 
Minnie Baloun is a new student at Ohiowa. 


Harvard 


Francis Picreaux, operator at the Har- 
vard exchange, has resigned to return to 
her home in McMinville, Wyoming. : 
Mrs. Bernice White, operator, underwent 
and operation at the Mary. Lanning Hos- 
pital in Hastings recently. She will return 
to her home May 21.,.. Katherine Hohn- 
stein, Chief Operator, spent Friday, May 
18, in York attending a traffic meeting. 


Hastings 


The evening of May 21, Messrs. R. E. 
Wait, B. A. Isaman, D. C. Wilson, J. A. 
Mason, W. F. Combs and M. C. Walker 
attended a farewell party in Grand Island 
in honor of Phil Fink, A. T. & T. Chief 
Testman, who is leaving to take up new 
duties in the A. T. & T.’s Engineering 
Dept. in Denver. . .. Howard Lahr started 
off the vacation season by spending two 
weeks catching up on his home work... . 
The old familiar face is back behind the 
Carter Hotel Bar. Jim says it is the only 
sure way to save his money. With his 
great mind for finance, Mr. Dudgeon was 
chosen Captain of the Mighty 7th War 
Loan Bond Drive. With such an “eager 
beaver” in charge we had our’ bonds 
bought before the drive started. ... Ralph 
Wait has resorted to another side line— 
none other than the used car business. 
Ralph says, ‘‘Don’t wait, see Wait.” 


To add to this great confusion in the Com- 
mercial Office, Miss Rohrer finds it a wee 
bit difficult to type on the adding machine. 
Or is that the latest invention, Bee? ... 
Frieda Hoffman spent the week-end of 
April 22 in North Platte where she at- 
tended the :wedding of her nephew who 
has just returned from overseas. ... Mrs. 
Betty Fortner has joined her husband in 
the State of Washington. He has just re- 
turned from overseas. ... The lady on the 
flying trapeze has nothing on our own 
Mrs. Irene Combs. The other day we 
looked around to see her half lying and 
half sitting behind the Chief Operator’s 
desk. It seems she was reaching for a 
drawer on the other side of the desk when 
she began to slip. In order to avoid any 
noise in the room she hung in mid-air 
until someone came to her rescue. ... We 
noticed that while Lauretta Einspahr was 
home on her vacation, Mr. Kenny Baker 
kept the wires burning between here and 
Holstein. ... Mrs. Helen NowkKa is proudly 
displaying a small notation from the censor 
on the back of a letter she received from 
her husband in the South Pacific. It was 
a nice compliment about her little man. 
; . We all rejoice with Mrs. LaVonne 
Alderman who received word from her 
brother that he had been liberated from a 
prisoner of war camp in Germany. It was 
a real red letter day for her as she also 
received five letters from her husband who 
is also in Germany. ... We wonder how 
June Hagel acquired the name “Bunny’’? 
It couldn’t be that lettuce diet could it? 


Hebron 


The vacation season has arrived at the 
Hebron exchange. Ruth Rittenhouse had 
one week of her vacation from April 23 
to 30. We understand she had an enjoyable 
time at home. H. F. Apking is also spend- 
ing his vacation at home... . Charlotte 
Lesher of the Traffic Dept. resigned in 
April. ... Mrs. Desmund James, a former 
operator at this office, and little daughter, 
Barbara Rose, visited the Traffic Dept. re- 
cently. . . . Miss Metcalf was also a re- 
cent visitor. . . . We are sorry to report 
that Ernie Wellman is on the sick list. 
Hurry and get well, Ernie. ... Frances 
Stewart, janitress, resigned May 12. 


Osceola 


Area Manager Olson spent May 7 in 
Lincoln attending a Commercial meeting. 
... Ann Seymour spent some time in the 
Osceola Area during May... . The Chief 
Operators from Stromsburg, Osceola and 
Sheiby attended a Traffic meeting in York 
on May 18. 


Polk 


Ramona and Ada Marie Nelson and Phyl- 
lis Cramer spent May 11 in Lincoln. 


Stromsburg 


L. C. “Smick” Williams is getting to be 
an old hand at taking bows and saying 
“thank you” for prizes received from con- 
test entries. In January of this year he 
was awarded first prize in the National 
Safety Calendar Contest and received a 
One-hundred dollar war bond. He has 
since been a winner in several of the 
Safety Contests and when the winners 
were revealed for this same contest for 
April, Smick again found himself top man 
and received his second one-hundred dol- 
lar bond. Smick says it isn’t so hard once 
you know how but what we want to know 
is ‘“how’’? 

Superior 

Frances Harmon, Chief Operator, attend- 
ed a Traffic meeting in York on May 18. 

. . Mary Ann Robinson is living in new 
quarters now and we hope she is comfort- 
ably settled. ... Lois McDowell and Betty 
Jeppesen have returned after helping tem- 
porarily in the Hastings Traffic Depart- 
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Telephone subscribers at Waco appreciate 

the fine service they receive. Here is the 

lady largely responsible for it, Mrs. Ethel 
Patrick, chief operator-cashier. 


ment. ... Bonnie Brittenham and Shirley 
Messersmith are also helping in Hastings 
for a short time. ... Mrs. Eleanor Moran, 


Assistant Chief Operator, is leaving our 
midst to take up her household tasks. We 
wish you much happiness, Eleanor. ... 
Mrs. Frances Sarchet is our new Assistant 
Chief Operator. ... Mrs. Fern Christian- 
sen (nee Nelson) and her husband have re- 
turned from Oregon where they were 
married recently. All of us were happy to 
have them stop in for a visit. ... Mrs. 
Frances Sarchet is one of the early birds 
who is already enjoying a= vacation. 
Frances is spending part of her vacation 
with her sister in Omaha. 


Sutton 


Erma Brown, night operator, spent the 
week-end of May 12 visiting friends in 
Hartwell. ...On May 18, Edith Schleiger, 
Chief Operator, attended a Traffic meet- 
ing in York. 


York 


Our 1945 list of vacationers is rapidly 
growing. This month, Mrs. Pflughaupt, 
Chief Operator, is spending her vacation 
at home. Arlene Anderson spent her vaca- 
tion at home and at the same time her 
brother, Cpl. Robert Anderson of the 
Marine Corps, was granted a furlough 
which added up to a grand reunion... . 
This must be old home week for our As- 
sistant Chief Operator, Lela Watson, also 
enjoyed a reunion with her two brothers, 
Atwood and Elwood, who were home on 
furlough. . .. Alice Talbot hopped aboard 
the Zephyr at Fairmont for a week-end 
trip to the beautiful city of Denver where 
she acquired a rare facial expression 
meaning a whale of a good time... . Luree 
McCarty resigned her position with the 
Company for a rest and then, well, who 
knows? ?? ... Our laugh feature for the 
month again took place in that auspicious 
department—the operating room. It was 
Geneva calling York and asking for the 
number of our Riding Academy. The op- 
erator was at a complete loss. York does 
have riding horses but nothing in the line 
of a Riding Academy. The Geneva party 
came back on the line asking for a num- 
ber which is the number of the home of 
three of our operators, Eleanor Buller, 
Arlene Anderson and Beth McComas... . 
Ruth Swanson, our super-duper Cashier, 
has achieved another talent—being able to 
run down the hall at 60 miles per or in 3 
seconds flat. Is it actual swiftness or is 
there something else behind it all that 
makes you go, Ruth? ... We are proud 
to boast of a new attraction, strictly pro- 
fessional too. Roy Rogers and Bud Miller 
or “Roy and Bud, the Harmony Thuds.” 
These two were doing fine on ‘Sweet 
Kentucky Babe” and for a minute (just 
for a minute) we thought we were listen- 
ing to a radio program, 


AW SHUCKS, ‘TWARNT 
NOTHIN’. ANY GENIUS 
COULDA DONE IT, 


Ou RUBS 


(Oe. Nartle 


HEH-HEH / THIS 15 WHAT WE USED To DO 
TO OUR CANARY WHEN SHE GOT To 


SINGING TOO LOUD ! 


WELL, | GOT THE SIGN 
MADE, NOW I'LL FILE 
THIS CIRCULAR LETTER 
AND HIT FOR THE 
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| | BOY SEEK) HIS BUG SPRAYER, AG 
| EY KS BLOWING OFF HE 7 Gy, 
! | KA) Kee HOSE COUPLING “Zi, Y?| 


AND RECEIVING THE “Z 
FULL CHARGE OF 
INSECTICIDE SMACK IN 


THE FACE, He HASN'T BEEN BOTHERED 
BY A MOSQUITO OR CHIGGER SINCE , 
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PLASTER THE DECORATOR COVERED HER AND THE 
SWITCHBOARD WITH A TARP." HIS REMARK AT 


THE UNVEILING WAS AN ALL-TIME GEM, 


—— SS = 
THERE ARE A COUPLE OF RED-FACED AREA MANAGERS = 
AT NEBRASKA CITY AND PLATTSMOUTH WHO NOW 
READ ALL MAIL WORD BY WORD. THEIR OFFICES 
CLOSED UP TIGHT ON V-E DAY, DOC AND BILL 
COMPLETELY FORGETTING THAT ORDERS TO “CARRY 
ON" WERE CONTAINED IN A JOINT DEPARTMENT 
LETTER WHICH TH€Y HAD CAREFULLY FILED AWAY. 


TRY THESE 
FOR SIZE 


WHEN VERDA ASHFORD AND 
DARLEEN HEALEY, SUPPLY DEPT. 
RECEIVED GIFTS OF GRASS 
SKIRTS, THEY THOUGHT IT 


THEIR. PICTURE TAKEN 
IN THEIR COSTUMES . 
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TRAGEDY STRUCK THE "G" OFFICE ON A RECENT 
DAY WHEN HARRY WHITE GOT CAUGHT 


IN H HEAVY RAIN ON THE Way To F 
MILT METCALF HAD A PAIR OF spon : 

TROUSERS AT THE OF FICE-AND SomEHOW 

THEY SQUEEZED HARRY INTO THEM THOUGH HE 

DID ONLY THE “STAND UP* JOBS THAT DAY . 


THEY'VE BEEN BUSY 
EVER SINCE FINDING 
FIND DESTROYING 
THE PRINTS- WHICH, 
WE UNDERSTAND, ARE. 
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ONE HOOK, ONE CAST, AND A HAUL OF 
THIRTEEN FISH THEREBY — THE RECORD OF 
ED DULIN WHILE VACATIONING ON THE WEST 
COAST—ITS A LONG STORY, BUT IT'S TRUE / 


COLLECTOR'S “ITEMS, 


“THE NICE PART OF THIS Jog 
Is THAT | GOT A GOOD Excuse. 
10 TAKE OFF MY SHOES . 


WHOA BOYS ~ WHOA Now - 
AW COME ON HOSSES 


VIOLET 
PETERSON 
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THE NEBRASKA CITY TRAFFIC GIRLS SUFFERED 
A BIT FROM LACK OF FRESH SPRING AIR. 
BUT REFUSED TO OPEN THEIR WINDOW FOR. 
FEAR OF DISTURBING A NESTING ROBIN.. 
THE BLESSED EVENT 1S NOW A REALITY 
WITH THREE. HUNGRY MOUTHS COMPLAINING 
BITTERLY ABOUT THE WORM SHORTAGE 


THE GREAT FARMER , BOB ROSS , LOST CONTROL OF 
Al TEAM THE OTHER DAY AND WAS PULLED HEAD 
FIRST THROUGH A MUD PUDDLE. BOBBY CAN'T 
EXPLAIN WHY HE HUNG ON FOR DEAR LiFe ONLY 

| UNTIL THe DAMAGE WAS DONE. . 
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BFE SS: 
CLAUDE HELM THE OZARKIAN | WA 
SEEN GOING BAREFOOT BESIDE THE 
HIGHWAY EAST OF YORK-- AND WEY 
HAD BEGUN To THINK THAT CLAUDE WAS 
BECOMING ACCUSTOMED To WEARING SHOES. 
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RURAL 


Jalephone 


DEVELOPMENT 


The extension and improvement of tele- 
phone service to farms and rural areas will 
be a project of prime importance in our 
post-war telephone program. Surveys and 
studies in this connection are already un- 
der way and plans are being formulated 
‘which hold much promise for rural tele- 
phone users. 

Initial studies in Seward and Polk coun- 


Light weight, portable post hole diggers 
operated electrically from gas driven motor 
generators will expedite the expansion of 
rural lines. 


ties, as representative areas, show that a 
large percentage of rural homes are within 
reach of existing lines so that service can 
be carried to them without special con- 


Typical rural scene and telephone construction. Surveys show 
that about 80% of potential rural subscribers live close enough to 
struction charges. existing lines that service may be furnished without special con- 


; struction charges. 
This corresponds ’ 


closely with surveys also being made by 
other companies throughout the United 
States which indicate that about 80% of 
potential rural subscribers are so situated. 
The relationship between farm pros- 
perity and farm telephone development 
bears a marked similarity in trend. Con- 
sequently during the years of drouth from 
which we have recently emerged large 
numbers of rural telephones had to be sac- 
rificed. A steady increase in rural stations 
was experienced from 1918 to 1929. 
However, during the period of the next 
ten years rural stations steadily declined to 
a low point of 11,352 in 1939. Since that 
time in spite of war time restrictions and 
lack of equipment we have enjoyed an in- 
crease and our total at present is 13,969. 
This figure would have been exceeded if 
it had been possible to obtain the required 
equipment. At present 182 orders for 
rural installations are being held pending 
the arrival of telephone instruments. 


The post-war program is being de- 
veloped with the objectives of supplying 
the anticipated increased demand for 
service as well as bringing modern, im- 
proved service to a greater proportion of 
farm subscribers at a reasonable cost. 


In order to facilitate the promotion of 
this plan area maps showing existing rural 
plant together with the location of pres- 
ent and _ potential 
farm subscribers are 

ae = = being prepared. 
os) ~=s These will be kept 
Lig Oh ame Pe up-to-date and will 
enable the respec- 
tive area managers 
to keep closely in 
touch with develop- 
ments and will assist 
in the direction of 
the program. When 
automobile travel 
is less_ restricted 
more detailed and 
extensive surveys 


New type, long span construction north of the Bruno exchange’ will be undertaken 


using number 85 high strength steel wire. Spans are 440 feet in 
length with 12 poles to the mile instead of the conventional 21. 


to supplement this 


Line was installed in 1939 and has successfully withstood several information. Per- 


sleet and wind storms. Corner pole in foreground is guyed in both 


sonal visits with 


directions with wires dead ended on through eye bolis to insure : 
proper strength, Note the difference in spans in the picture above, farmers will be 


made in order to anticipate their desires 
and co-operate with their requirements. 

We also plan to develop and_ utilize 
every known type of: modern physical 
facility which will include dial operation, 
improved pole line construction, the ad- 
option of the handset as the standard farm 
instrument, and, after commercial adapta- 
tion is perfected, the radiotelephone and 
the use of rural electric lines for telephone 
circuits. 

An extensive program of dial conver- 
sions is now underway with present esti- 
mates calling for the installation of this 
fine modern service in forty-one ex- 
changes in addition to the thirty which 
now enjoy this service. It is anticipated 


The replacement of farm instruments 
with modern, dial hand sets, either wall or 
desk type, will be one objective in the 
rural betterment program. 


that the arrival of equipment now on or- 
der within the next few months will per- 
mit rapid strides in this direction. The 
ultimate objective will be the furnishing 
of dial service in all of our 118 exchanges. 


These developments coupled with the 
traditional will to serve and experience 
of the men and women of the telephone 
industry forecast a promising future for 
our rural subscribers. 

Our Company has been among the 
leaders in the program of rural develop- 
ment and stands ready now, as always, to 
assist the farmer in meeting his telephone 
needs in any way possible and in render- 
ing aid to mutual or co-operative groups 
who wish to improve their engineering, 
construction or operating methods. 


———— 


Cpl. Milian Sarchet, husband of Mrs. Frances Sarchet of Su- 
perior, poses with a group of native women laborers in India, 
His two buddies and the native boss, or “baboo,” are in the 


forecround. 


Operations against the Nips in the 
China theatre probably will occupy a 
prominent place in the coming month’s 
headlines. Figuring in no small measure 
in these operations will be Lt. Harold 
Simmerman, son of Mrs. Evalena Simmer- 
man, chief operator-cashier at Alexandria. 
Harold is a bomdardier-navigator with the 
‘Bombing Bulldogs,” a squadron of me- 
dium bombers flying for Major General 
C. L. Chennault’s fourteenth air force in 
that sector. He has seen service since 
May, 1942. 

Mrs. Frances Sarchet, assistant chief 
operator at Superior, has a direct interest 
in reports coming from eastern India. 
Her husband, Cpl. Milan Sarchet, is a 
member of the Army Ordnance Corps 
there which is responsible for the repair 


Joy Dobbs, construction inspector, re- 
cently welcomed his son, Capt. Sterling 
Dobbs, home after his term of service in 
England during which he flew 35 missions 
over enemy territory as pilot of a B-24 
Liberator Lomber as related in our March 
issue. 


Ensign J. C. Geist, Sgt. Donald Hal- 


verstadt, son of I. 
W. Halverstadt, Te- 
cumseh., 


son of Alex Geist, 
Lincoln. 


and recapping of 
military tires. He 
was greatly im- 
pressed at the sight 
of the capture and 
killing of a 500 
pound Bengal tiger 
by native boys and 
G. 17s: 

S 1/¢c Donald Clair Gilmore is the son 
of Dell C. Gilmore, switchman in the main 
office Lincoln switchroom. Entering the 
navy in March, 1944 he has seen continu- 
ous service for many months in the Pacific 
although he has been unable to divulge 
the exact nature or whereabouts of his 
activities. 

Recently receiving an honorable dis- 
charge from the WAVEs, Miss Evelyn 
Letellier, daughter of W. A. Letellier, Ne- 
braska City combinationman, is now at 
home. She was seaman first class and re- 
ceived training at the Naval Air Technical 
Training Center at Norman, Oklahoma 
and the Naval Air Station at Sanford, 
Florida. 

I. W. “Alex” Halverstadt, Tecumseh 
combinationman, is looking forward to the 
return of his son, Sgt. Donald Halver- 
stadt, who is now stationed in France fol- 
lowing the end of the war in Germany. 
Donald entered the army in November, 
1943 and was assigned to the heavy ar- 
tillery. At present he is engaged in tele- 
phone communications work, 

Equipped with a gold bar symbolizing 


his recent commission as an ensign in the 


S l/c Evelyn Letel- Pfc. Edward Par- 
lier, daughter of W. ker, son of Mrs. 
A. Letellier, Ne- Edith Parker, Ha- 
braska City. stings. 


S l/c Donald Gil- 
more, son of Dell man, son of Mrs, 
Gilmore, Lincoln. 


FAMILY 
SERVICE 


ALBUM 


The three sons of J. C. Gear, Fairbury wire chief, left to right, 
S/Sgt. Wm. L. Gear, T/Sgt. A. C. Gear, and F l/c Cecil H. Gear. 


navy, Joseph C. Geist, son of Alex Geist, 
Lincoln combinationman, enjoyed a few 
days leave at home this spring. He was 
commissioned at Cornell University and is 
now receiving training in naval ordnance 
at American University, Washington, D. 
C. A former warehouseman with our Sup- 
ply Department, Joseph is one of our 
“Service Stars’ on military leave of ab- 
sence. 

Pfc. Edward P. Parker entered the army 
in October, 1942 and has since been sta- 
tioned at various bases in the United 
States with the air forces. Recent assign- 
ments have taken him to Phoenix, Ari- 
zona and Dodge City, Kansas. His mother, 
Mrs. Edith D. Parker, is an operator at 
Hastings. 

J. C. “Red” Gear, wire chief at Fair- 
bury, is justly proud of the fine contribu- 
tion being made to the nation’s war effort 
by his three sons. Cecil H. Gear is a fire- 
man 1/c and recently embarked on his 
first voyage from San Francisco on a sub- 
marine loaded with a few explosive “‘call- 
ing cards” for the “sons of Heaven.” He 
received training at Farragut, Idaho and 

(Continued on Page 11) 


Lt. Harold Simmer- 


Evalena Simmer- 
man, Alexandria. 


With the entry into service of 
ROBERT L. WENZEL, combinationman 
at Beatrice the number of names on the 
honor roll reaches 134, ten less than the 
known employees who served in World 
War I. The list of servicemen in that war, 
which now hangs in the men’s club room 
of the general office building, was never 
completed, but it is thought that there 
may have been as many as 175 men who 
left the Company for military service. The 
Company was younger then, and the 
average age per employee was consider- 
ably less than now, which accounts for the 


higher percentage of employees to see 
service in 1917-18. 


The return of Cpl. GEORGE L. BURT 
to his job in the construction depart- 
ment marks the first instance where one 
of our combat veterans has resumed his 
interrupted telephone career following his 
discharge from service. George hung up 
his belt and hooks in July, 1942 to enlist 
in the Marines and after training at San 
Diego, embarked for the Southwest 
Pacific early in 1943. A stopover in New 
Zealand brought opportunity to complete 
his course in radar operation and mainte- 
nance, and with the Marine landings on 
Bouganville, he found himself a resident 
of the “Bulls-Eye.” Puruata Island—‘“the 
Bulls-Eye”—is a geographical trifle. It 
lies about 1000 yards off Cape Torokina, 
Bougainville, where the Marines had made 
their landing. The island stretches a mere 
700 yards one way and 400 the other, 
rimmed to seaward’ by coral reef and on 
the mainland side by a white sandy beach. 
This beach was most important to the new 
invasion, as it was the better one of the 
only two beaches in the captured area 
which were negotiable by the Navy’s 
prime movers, the L.S.T’s. It made 
Puruata Island the freight yard of the 
Bougainville offensive, and the favorite 
target for Japanese bombers. George 
spent six months here, where men fought 


By Joe Hartley 
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from dawn to dusk to wrestle chow and 
ammunition, fuel and guns, trucks and 


tanks and steel mat for landing strips, 
and from dusk to dawn fought for a few 
hours sleep between wails of air raid warn- 
ing sirens, falling bombs and anti-aircraft 
fire, for the Japs were not unmindful of 
the importance of the island to the suc- 
cess of the Bougainville venture. 

George does not find the transition to 
civilian life’ easy and harbors a very nat- 
ural regret that he will not be with his 
outfit in the. grand march under the 
cherry trees of Tokyo's main boulevard. 
He does say, though, that there was never 
a moment. when he entertained any other 
thought than of one day returning to his 
work with the Company, and resuming 
his telephone career. 


The location of Pfc. MAURICE A. 
RICHARDS can now be identified as 
Guam. -He is ‘still: attached to the radio 
and telephone unit, working on the night 
switchboard shift. 


Pfc. DONALD WREDE was still in 
Germany at last report. For a time, until 
an ordinance prohibiting hunting was 
passed, his unit were able to bag several 
deer, which roamed in abundance in that 
part of the country. Don was made of- 
ficial butcher, and consequently has been 
munching on some choice venison steaks. 


Congratulations to GAY HENDER- 
SON, whose promotion from second to 
first lieutenant came on March 28. Gay 
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JERVICE STARS 


has made a recent move from Dutch to 
British New Guinea. 


And more of the same to DICK 
LAHR, who is a combat pilot with the 
“Sky Lancers” operating in the Philip- 
pines, who also advanced from gold to 
silver bars. Dick received his wings in 
April, 1944, and has been seven months 
overseas. 

GEORGE RAMSEY, § 2/C paid a 
visit to the Lincoln switchroom while 
home on short leave. A member of the 
aircraft carrier “Intrepid,” he has seen and 
played a part in the tremendous air pres- 
sure now being built up over the Japanese 
homeland. His travels have been exten- 
sive and of course are cloaked in military 
secrecy, but George admits that there have 
been times when Tokyo itself lay just over 
the far horizon. 


T/Sgt. KEN BOSHART is now able to 
divulge his location as being at Biak Is- 
land, in Dutch New Guinea, just a few 
degrees south of the equator. The island 
is made up of white coral, which Ken 
observes to be an ideal material for the 
construction of air strips. After leaving 
his outfit for the furlough in the States, 
it was six months before Ken was able to 
rejoin it. Upon his return he spent 
some time at Oro Bay, New Guinea, then 
flew to Brisbane, Australia. His next 
hop was over the mountain ranges and 
jungles of New Guinea to Hollandia and 
later by air to his present location. The 
sad lack of blondes among the belles of 
New Guinea draws a long lament from 
the socially minded sergeant. 


Lt. LESLIE GEORGE HANSEN came 
home from the wars in late June and is 
assigned to inactive status. Veteran of 
the Normandy invasion, holder of the 
distinguished flying cross, the air medal 
with sixteen clusters and Presidential unit 
citation, George feels in the mood for a 
vacation and rest before entering again 
into the ranks of Company employees. At 
present indication it is unlikely that he 
will be called again into service before the 
wars end, and so will be entitled to re- 
sume the role of civilian until orders to 
the contrary are forthcoming. George 


Sgt. James Paxter, Jr., whose 2/2 years’ 
service in the Alaskan country qualifies 
him for the respected title of ‘sour- 
dough.” Jim left the construction depari- 
ment in September, 1942. 


brought home a combat film taken from 
the nose of his Thunderbolt, and among 
other interesting shots was one of a 
ME-109 bursting into flame while in the 
cross-lines of his gun sights. The pilot 
is plainly shown as he “bailed out,” while 
the plane spun out of the picture toward 
the earth. Most of the work of the 
‘“Thunder-Bums,” was in strafing missions 
and dive bombing of supply and troop 
concentrations over Belgium. 

CHARLES E. CONNORS has been 
advanced to fire controlman, first class, on 
a destroyer now operating in Pacific 
waters. A brother of our Nebraska City 
wire chief and a former groundman of the 
construction department, Charles entered 
the Navy in January, 1942. He wears the 
American Theater ribbon with one star 
and the European Theater ribbon with 
four stars. He graduated from the Hebron 
high school and calls Bruning his home 
town. 


Pvt. WALDENE VALENTINE, re- 
cently of the Hastings plant department, 
Is receiving basic infantry training at 
Camp Robinson, Arkansas. 


Home on thirty day convalescent fur- 
lough, the tall figure of Cpl. HOWARD 
STROUP was a very welcome sight on his 
visit to the general office building in mid- 
June. A bit hazy as to what the future 
may bring, said future being still subject 
to the dictates of the army, Howard never- 
theless feels greatly encouraged at his re- 
sponse to treatment at Winter General 
Hospital. His combat career took him 
over a long and rough trail from his ar- 
rival at Oran, North Africa in September, 
1943. He was in Bizerte, by this time 
completely bombed out, and Tunis. In 
November, 1943, he was transported to 
Naples, by boat, and took part in the two 
great battles at Cassino. Here he had a 
ringside seat at the bombing of the famous 
monastery. He saw action north of Rome 
with the advancing troops and in June, 
1944 was returned to Rome to an Ameri- 
can Red Cross Camp for a rest period. 
In August he went into Southern France 
with the invasion forces, traveling up the 
Rhone Valley to Lyon. October, 1944, 
found him in Macon, Besancon and Bel- 
fort where the advances were marked by 
hard and bitter fighting. A month later 
at Epinal, he lived in an old German 
underground fort and in December was at 
Strasbourg, where he could look across 
the Rhine upon Germany. He took sick 
on Christmas day and his return journey 
through the various hospitals of France 
and England began. In appearance the 
corporal seems to be a better man than 
ever, but being more than three years 
older than when he left, it is doubtful 
if his snooker eye and table tennis ability 
survived the long period of dormancy. 


Embarking from Southampton, Eng- 
land, for what he thought was a boatride 
to the Chinese Theater, T/4 DICK 
HARTLEY and his general hospital unit 
were deposited on the French shore, 
twenty-odd miles away and told to make 
themselves at home. According to mess- 
hall rumors they will be on the continent 
for several months before making their 
next move. 


There has been considerable speculation 
and concern as to the welfare of Major 
DON CUNNINGHAM following news- 
paper accounts, in the last phase of the 
war, of the concentrated resistance offered 
the “Hell On Wheels” division as they 
spearheaded the American attack east of 
the Elbe. We're happy to report chat Don 
is still going strong, but has recently been 
transferred from his old unit. His present 
task is along the lines of reconstruction 
and military government, and he has just 
completed the work of putting a town 
back together that his own outfit spent 


The above picture may have some bear- 
ing in solving the mystery of why Corporal 
Gerald Henderson, of the Marines, was in 
such a hurry to get the Iwo Jima affair 
cleaned up and be on his way. Bearing the 
scars of Jap rifle fire, the veteran was 
returned home following his hospitalization 
on Guam. Arriving on May 20th he set the 
machinery in motion which culminated on 
May 23rd in an evening wedding at Grace 
Lutheran Church. The bride is the former 
Iona Lucile Jensen, of Lincoln, whose 
smile. betrays her feelings on the turn of 
affairs following the corporal’s return after 
twenty-seven months of combat overseas. 
The couple are now making their home in 
Hastings, where Gerald is stationed pend- 
ing reassignment. 


a week or more in blowing apart. Specifi- 
cally, Don is concerned with the reestab- 
lishment of street car and bus service, re- 
pair of water, sewer and electrical supply 
and kindred duties. The veteran of the 
invasions of North Africa, Sicily and 
Normandy holds no hope of being able to 
return to the States for many months. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


Charles Connors, FC, 2/C to FC, 1/C. 
Dean Douglas, F 1/C to EM 3/C. 

Gay Henderson, 2nd Lt. to 1st Lt. 
Richard L. Lahr, 2nd Lt. to 1st Lt. 
Mary McKenzie, S$ 2/C to S 1/C. 
Maurice Richards, Pvt. to Pfc. 

Francis E. Smith, § 2/C to S-«1/C. 
Florence Studer, T 3/C to T 2/C. 
Lloyd Voter, T/5 to T/4. 


(Left) Walter R. Willcoxon, of the construc- 
tion deparimenit whose return from New 
Guinea for hospitalization has been followed 
by an honorable discharge. 


(Left) Doris Cratsenberg, S 2/C, one of the 
Lincoln service department WAVEs, who en- 
tered service in January of this year. 


(Right) Sgt. Cornelius Groendyke is an old 
resident of Camp Swift, Texas, having called 
it home since January, 1943. He is a dental] 
laboratory technician. 
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(Right) The George Hansens, father and son, 
line up for one of those quick flash ‘staff 
Photos,”’ upon the occasion. of young George’s 
return from the wars. 
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LAYING TELEPHONE WIRE BY AIR 


As a result of months of experimentation and research, officials 
of the Air Technical Service Command, working in conjunction with 
Bell Telephone Laboratories, recently perfected a process for laying 
up to sixteen miles of telephone wire by air over any type of battle 
terrain under combat conditions. A specially equipped C-47 cargo 
plane was employed for the first actual demonstration at Fort Dix 
and the results obtained were satisfactory in every detail. 7 


(Left) The crew 
aboard the plane 
checks over the 
boxes that contain 
the coils of wire as 
they prepare to re- 
lease the parachute 
with the wire at- 
tached. A sergeant 
holds a hand set 
ready to talk as 
soon as the wire end 
hits the ground. 


(Right) The para- 
chute, chain and 
wire end have been 
thrown from the 
plane at a pre- 
determined point * 
and settle rapidly to 
the ground to ex- 
pectant members of 
the Signal Corps. 


The wire was wound crisscross in coils that were arranged in 
series, spliced in advance, and carried through a pipe that protrudes 
from a rear door of the plane. Each coil contained two miles of wire 
which was of high tensile strength and covered with a new type of 
plastic insulation (polyethylene) designed to protect the steel and 
copper strands better than rubber. 


Within a few minutes the crew, flying at an altitude of only 200 
feet and a speed of some 125 miles per hour, threw out the end of the 
wire attached to a 36-inch parachute ballasted with a chain, laid the 
wire over a six-mile course and a conversation was at once estab-' 
lished. During the entire operation, telephone communication be- 
tween the ground crew and the plane was maintained through the 
wire as it was being laid. 


It is thought that this technique will be of particular value in 


jungle and mountain warfare because of the difficult terrain. 
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Dependent Coverage 
Effective June 16 


ITH a comfortable margin to 
spare, the required three- 
fourths of those eligible for member- 
ship in the Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association expressed their wishes 
for dependent coverage to be incor- 
porated into the provisions for bene- 
fits in the Association during the re- 
cent balloting. This became effective 
on June 16 and already several of 
those participating have derived 
benefits. 


Mrs. Elmer Neujar of Wahoo be- 
came the first beneficiary when she 
was taken to the Immanuel Hospital 
at Omaha for an operation and medi- 
cal treatment and shortly thereafter 
Nancy Wait, daughter of Ralph 
Wait of Hastings underwent an op- 
eration for the removal of tonsils and 
adenoids. 

It is anticipated that the members 
and their dependents will derive 
benefits that will be most worth- 
while and helpful. The plan pro- 
vides the most liberal coverage that 
would be possible at comparable cost 
under any other known plan and in 
most instances the benefit provisions 
are far in excess by comparison. 

According to a recent letter issued 
by Guy O. Seaton, president of the 
Association, “There are still a few 
who have not yet availed themselves 
of the opportunity of procuring the 
additional protection offered, and to 
such we would recommend that you 
give the matter your very serious 
consideration as it is our opinion that 
you cannot afford to be without it. 
There is probably no other one thing 
that contributes more to our personal 
financial difficulties and worries 
than do large hospital and surgical 
bills.” 

Those who have not made appli- 
cation for the dependent coverage 
may do so at any time. However, 
after July 15 a physical examination 
for dependents will be required. 

The cost is $1.00 per month for 
each dependent wife and fifty cents 
per month for dependent children 
with benefits amounting to seventy- 
five per cent of that included in the 
schedule for members. 
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Girls Soft Ball League 
Swings Into Action 


ITH usual dash and enthusiasm, 

the girls from the various Lincoln 
departments have entered the com’ 
petition in the Industrial Soft Ball 
League and as matters stand as we 
write this (June 30) have come off 
so far with a .500 average. The cur- 
tain raiser against Cushman Motors 
was a heart breaker with the girls 
having the game practicallly on ice 
and then by virtue of one bad inning 
coming out on the short end of a 
whisker finnish by the score of 
16-17. 

The Elastic Stop Nut aggregation, 
however, was polished off neatly to 
the tune of 18-12 with, however, 
some tough competition looming up 
in the coming schedule of play. 
Other teams in the league are the 
Lincoln Air Base, Amos Coal Com- 
pany and the Black Birds. 

Norma Roeder captains the team, 
which is sponsored through the of- 
fice of the Personnel Director, and 
Lloyd Jenkins lends a hand with 
helpful pointers as the coach. The 
team is comprised of Ruth Marrow, 
pitcher; Marie Adkisson, catcher; 
Agnes Kobza, first base; Lorena 
Clark, second base; Jane Sedlacek, 
short stop; Arline Zabel, third base; 
with fielders and utility players in- 
cluding Norma Roeder, Ann and 
Leona Pavel, Lola and Ruth Hether- 
ington, Evelyn Wait, Rose Corning, 
Lucile Moss and Alice King. 

A more complete account of the 
play will be presented later on in the 
season. 


Traffic Changes 

CCORDING to an announcement 

from the general traffic super- 
intendent’s office, the following ap- 
pointments and transfers became ef- 
fective during the month of June: 
Mrs. Frances M. Sarchet was named 
assistant chief operator at Superior; 
at Fairmont Wynona F. Lusk became 
chief operator and Virginia A. Baker 
evening chief operator, the former 
succeeding Ethel Prescott who is 
now serving at Lincoln; Elmena M. 
Railsback was appointed evening 
chief operator at Peru. 


John Hobson Wins First Award in the 


New Employees Suggestion Plan 


OHN HOBSON, Lincoln Con- 
struction Department foreman, 
has the distinction of becoming the 
first employee under the new Em- 
ployees’ Suggestion Plan to win an 
award. Mr. Hobson’s suggestion had 


to do with the re-use of galvanized 
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paki. ees drive screw. If the 


strain is heavy, place 


Seaton, suggestion committee chairman. Other committee 7 ; 
members are, left to right, A. O. Andrews, traffic; George one on each side of the 
accoaines K. L. Lawson, commercial and B. J. Sievers, pole in the same man- 


aS 


John Hobson receives the first award from Guy O. 


iron pole brackets as supports for 
guard arms where many drops were 
secured to one side of the arm. It 
was reviewed and carefully consid- 
ered by the suggestion committee in 
an anonymous manner where it was 
determined that his idea possessed 
much merit and was worthy of an 
award. Mr. Hobson was according- 
ly rewarded by the committee with 
all ceremony befitting such an oc- 
casion. 


The suggestion as it was received 
by the committee was as follows: 


“The galvanized iron pole brackets 
that we are not using because of 
new material are being junked. [| 
have found that they can be used to 
support the guard arms where we 
have a lot of drops pulling on one 
side of the arm. It holds the arm 
straight and helps hold it level. 


“I suggest it be placed on every 
terminal pole because you never 
know when a drop is going to be 
added to the arm or which way it is 
going to pull. I have placed some 
in the past few months and they 
surely do the job. It takes about five 
minutes to install them. 

“To install this bracket support, 


att 7 Ye 


straighten and level the arm on the 
pole, then bend the bracket to fit 
the angle between the arm and pole. 
Set the bracket in the angle between 
the arm and pole, drive it back so it 
is tight. Set the bracket down about 
one inch below the top of the arm. 
Tt Hold it and mark the 
s ___ihole for the bolt in the 
guard arm. Remove the 
bracket, bore the hole, 
then put the bracket 
back in place. Bolt it to 
the guard arm with a 
34” x 4” carriage bolt, 
and washer lag it to the 
pole with a #4” x 4” 
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ner. 

It is belived that the use of such 
brackets will improve guard arm 
construction both in the factors of 
safety and appearance. Mr. Hobson 
is to be commended for submitting 
this very worth while and useful idea. 

Blanks for use in submitting sug- 
gestions, although delayed somewhat 
in printing, are now available. Ask 
your supervisor for a form and send 
your ideas along to the chairman of 
the suggestion committee at Lincoln. 


You may be a winner too! 
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Reproduction of the illustration which 
accompanied the suggestion. 


Walter C. Cooper 


Succumbs 

HE career of another veteran in 

the telephone industry came to a 
close with the passing of Walter C. 
Cooper of Hastings on June 19 who 
died at his home 
following an ex- 
tended illness. 

Mr. Cooper 
began his career 
in the field of 
communications 
in 1887 when 
the telephone in 
the minds of 
many skeptics 
was still just a 
gadget of interest the future of 
which held doubtful potentialities. 
His first job was with the Missouri 
and Kansas Telephone Company at 
Arkansas City, Kansas and he was 
later connected with telephone com- 
panies at -Winfield, Ottawa and 
Wichita, Kansas, and at Guthrie, 
Oklahoma before moving to Ne- 
braska. 

He first located in our territory at 
Hebron where he became our first 
manager in 1912 and where he 
served two terms as mayor of the 
community. Moving to Hastings in 
1915, he was appointed local man- 
ager for our Company and in 1916 
was promoted to district commercial 
manager. He was made district man- 
ager in 1922 and held this position 
until his retirement on pension on 
July 1, 1928. 

His kindly nature and genial per- 
sonality had won him many friends 
and he was highly respected both in 
the telephone field as well as in civic 
and fraternal circles in whose activi- 
ties he took a prominent part. He 
served as secretary of the Hastings 
and York chambers of commerce and 
was active in the promotion of the 
Tri-county Irrigation Project. He 
was a member of Hastings lodge 
number 50, A. F. & A. M., Mount 
Nebo Commandery, Knights Temp- 
lar and Tehama Shrine at Hastings. 
He also was a member of the Hast- 
ings Elks, Knights of Pythias and 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

During recent years he and 
Mrs. Cooper promoted and organ- 


W. C. Cooper 


ized the Newcomers Bureau at 
Hastings through which new families 
were greeted upon their arrival and 
presented with helpful and necessary 
gifts as well as being aided with in- 
formation and other services to as- 
sist them in becoming located in the 
city. The pursuit of such an activity 
is symbolic of his wholehearted and 
beneficent nature. 


He is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Anna May Cooper; a _ daughter, 
Thelma C. Cooper of Washington, 
D. C.; a step-daughter, Mrs. Burton 
T. Thompson of Hastings; and a 
stepson, M. H. Miller of Hastings. 


Masonic services were held at the 
temple at Hastings on June 21 with 
employees from our Company acting 
as pallbearers. These were C. S. 
Burr, J. W. Dudgeon, Wm. Cum- 
mings, Henry Wentink, Jack Mason 
and John Spady. Interment was at 
Park View Cemetery at Hastings. 


Long Haul Toll 


Rates Reduced 
HE American Telephone and 


Telegraph Company announced 
recently that reductions in its long 
distance rates amounting to $21,- 
000,000 annually have been agreed 
upon with the F. C. C. to be ef- 
fective July 1. The reductions are at 
the longer hauls beginning at 790 
miles. For example, the day station- 
to-station rate between New York 
and San Francisco will be reduced 
from $4.00 to $2.50 while the rate 
between New York and Denver will 
be reduced from $3.25 to $2.35. 

Our rates for such long haul calls 
will be correspondingly reduced. 
Typical reductions in day station-to- 
station rates are: Lincoln to New 
York from $2.50 to $2.15; Lincoln to 
San Francisco from $2.90 to $2.30. 
The rate from Lincoln to Denver will 
not be affected. 


District Conferences Well Attended 


ECAUSE of war 


time restrictions 
the annual telephone 
convention of the 
Nebraska Telephone 
Association was not 
held this year. How- 
ever, district confer- 
ences under the di- 
rection of our able 
and energetic asso- 
ciation secretary, Mr. 
George M. Kloidy 
were held as usual. 
These were con 
ducted on June 12 at 
Holdrege, June 14 
at Norfolk and June 


District conference at Beatrice, June 19. 


19 at Beatrice, and were highly successful in every respect. 

The latter meeting convened at the Hotel Paddock at Beatrice and was 
attended by Merle M. Hale, acting general commercial superintendent; Tyler 
Ryan, district clerk; and by Charles Dickenman, Charles Meshier, T. E. 
Longdon, George Brock and Sterling Nelson, area managers of our southern 
district; as well as by representatives of connecting companies in that section 


of the state. 


Mr. Hale conducted the afternoon session which consisted of a round 


table discussion of the post war rural telephone development program. Mr. 


Ryan, in the absence of District Manager Clyde Burge, who was unable to 
attend, was in charge of arrangements. 


John H. Schnell, chief accountant of the Nebraska State Railway Com- 
mission attended all conferences and added much to the success of the meet- 
ings with his timely and informative remarks. 
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Operators Handle 
Telephone Calls in 


Five Languages 
MULTILINGUAL telephone 
switchboard on which the girl 

operators ask, “Kakoy nomer 

jetaetei?” (Russian for “Number, 
please?”) and say they are sorry, but 

“Ta lina esta occupada” (Spanish for 

“The line is busy.”) was set up 

in the basement of one of the Allied 

Nations’ conference buildings at San 

Francisco to accommodate foreigners 

who couldn’t speak English. 


The 40 girls on the staff of opera- 
tors handled calls in Chinese, French, 
Portuguese, Russian and Spanish, 
and made a stab at giving numbers 
in about 17 other languages repre- 
sented at the conference. 

Twenty-four hour a day service 
was given on the exchange specially 
established for the purpose. None 
of the girls spoke all five languages, 
but all had been trained to recognize 
the language spoken by callers. 

Foreign speaking delegates were 
instructed to dial the linguistic 
switchboard — International 3300— 
and tell the operator the language 
they speak. 

“Most callers don’t tell us what 
language they want,” said Ogla 
Oller, a Spanish expert. “They just 
call in and say, ‘Help, help.” We 


take turns talking to them until we 
talk their language. We have done 
pretty well so far.” 

The longest call handled through 
the board’ came from Moscow. The 
girls thought it was routed through 
London and New York and they 
were proud that they were able to 
tell the Moscow operator in her own 
language, “Go ahead, please.” 

Information operators were the 
busiest at the board. There were six 
of them, in charge of Mrs. Vivian 
Carter, supervisor. “Conference visi- 
tors usually -want more than a tele- 
phone number when they ask for 
information,” she said. 

‘Most of them want to know how 
to get something,” she said, “shoes, 
cigarettes, or almost anything. And 
a lot of them are lost and just want 
to know how to get back to their 
hotels.” 


New Telephone 

Directories For 

London Subscribers 
CCORDING to a recent report, 


telephone subscribers in London, 
England are receiving new telephone 
directories for the first time in five 
years. Present volumes include list- 
ings running from L to Z and direc- 
tories with listings from A to K will 
be delivered in November. 


Our General Manager Says - - - 


M* SEATON reports that the employees of the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company have purchased $106,354.25 of War Bonds 


in the Seventh War Bond drive. 


This is 172% of the quota assigned 


to us by the United States Treasury Department 


fiably proud. 


and likewise exceeds the amount heretofore pur- 
chased in previous War Bond drives. This is an 
excellent record and one of which we can be justi- 


I want to compliment each one of you for 
having done your share. Certainly the war could» 
not be carried to a successful conclusion and final 
victory without money to pay the cost. Remember- 
ing that a penny saved is a penny earned, everyone 


who is buying a War Bond is helping himself as well as his Govern- 


ment. Congratulations! 


May victory come soon. 


Ji. Fe AGERE, 
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Visitor From California 


HE folks around Lincoln have 

greatly enjoyed the occasional 
visits of Lt. Leon Brookhart, who 
until his entry into the army in July, 
1943 was con 
nected with the 
Associated Tele- 
phone Company, 
Léd:,atesan Ber 
nardino, Cali- 
fornia. A_ great 
booster for the 
Associated com- 
pany, the lieu- 
tenant was a pub- 
lic office repre- 
sentative with the commercial de- 
partment and is living for the day 
when he can return to the coast and 
resume his work there. 

He is at present stationed at the 
Lincoln Army Air Field where he 
is serving as a pilot of a C-46 trans 
port with the Troop Carrier Com- 
mand after having graduated from 
the flying school at Freeman Field, 
Indiana last February. 

The Associated company serves 
22 exchanges in southern Calt 
fornia with 160,000 stations most of 
which are dial. Principal exchanges 
include Santa Monica, San Bernar- 
dino and Long Beach. 


Li. Erookhart 


Claude Walker Made 
Manager at Red Cloud 


HE appointment of Mr. Claude 

Walker as manager of the Farm- 
ers Independent Telephone Com- 
pany at Red Cloud was recently an- 
nounced by that company. 

Mr. Walker assumes his new 
duties with a fine background of 
telephone experience gained in serv: 
ice to the industry since 1898. He 
was retired on pension on October 1 
after forty years of service with our 
Company on which occasion he was 
feted at a party held last September 
at Wahoo where he had been em 
ployed as equipment foreman at the 
Nebraska Ordinance Plant. Since 
then he has spent a number of weeks 
in California and at his home in Lin 
coln. We are happy to learn that 
he is again back “in harness” and 
wish him well in his new endeavor. 


Frieda Hoffman 
Hastings 
30 Years 


G. W. Griffith 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Forty-Two Years 


E. S. Fischer, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
G. B. Arnold, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
G. W. Griffith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
R. M. Green, C. H. Palmquist, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Frieda Hoffman, Hastings; Mae 
Meduna, Wahoo: H. G. Taedter, Hebron. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
B. F. Ferguson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
W. P. Conn, Ann Keegan, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
George Miers, Seward. 
Twenty-Five Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 
Twenty-Four Years 
T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meister, 
Humboldt. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
Carl Ahl, Dorothy Miller, Lincoln; M. 


L. Hodge, Beatrice; Katherine Hohnstein, 
Harvard; Gladys Walker, Milford. 


Twenty-One Years 
J. L. Alldritt, Friend. 


Nineteen Years 


C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
P. J. Caldwell, Clay Center: Kathryn 
M. Owens, Nebraska City. 
Sixteen Years 
G. E. Miller, Lincoln; Ethel Patrick 
Shickley. 
Fifteen Years 
H. W. Armagost, David City: Mildred 
Cohn, Nebraska City. 
Fourteen Years 
R. E. Galley, W. H. Mulhallen, R. O. 
Sherman, Lincoln; A. M. Newens, Mili- 
tary Leave. 


Mae Meduna E. L. Dorland 
Wahoo Wahoo 
30 Years 25 Years 


Twelve Years 
Zeta Thomas, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 


G. L. Caley, Fairbury: Giles Gere, Mili- 


tary Leave. 
Ten Years 
V.H. Baum, Marie Jackson, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Grace Lux, Shelby: Ila Wylder, Lin- 


coln. 
Five Years 


Irene Halvorsen, Lincoln. 


“Journey's End’ 


MRS. ORA HILLYER, mother of 
Helen Hillyer, night operator at 
Geneva passed away at her home 
June 19. Funeral services were 
held May 22 in Geneva. Burial 
was at Gresham. 


MRS. AUGUST NELSON, mother 
of sterling Nelson, area manager 
at Auburn, passed away June 23 
at her home in Polk. She had 
been in ill health for several 
months. Funeral services were 


held June 26 at Polk. 


_—_—_———_____. 
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Benefit Claims Paid 

The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the 
mofith of May, 1945: . 


G. E. Miller, Service Department, 
$35.00; Ethyl M. Armstrong, Com- 
mercial Department, Ashland. $5.00; 
Dorothy M. Miller, Service Depart- 
ment, $5.00; M. W. Franklin, Ac- 
counting Department, $160.00; Elsie 
M. Sole, Commercial Department 
Geneva, $30.00, | 
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Mildred Cohn 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 


H. W. Armagost 
David City 
15 Years 


‘Happiness Ahead’ 


HE marriage 

of Darlene 
Stalder of the 
Humboldt Traf- 
fic Department 
and Glen Glathar 
of Humboldt 
took place June 
8 at the Hum- 
boldt Methodist 
Church. Rev. L. 
V.Hassell performed the double ring 
ceremony. After a short wedding 
trip, the couple will reside near 
Humboldt where Mr. Glathar is en- 
gaged in farming. 

eo °®@ 

Winona Bobbitt of the Geneva 
Traffic Department became the 
bride of Fred E. Worthington, Jr., 
of Martland, May 22 at the Metho- 
dist Church in Geneva. The couple 
will reside in York. 

e @ 

Grace Childers of the Fairbury 
Traffic Department and Howard 
Larson of Los Angeles were united 
in marriage May 19. They will 
make their home in Los Angeles. 

eo °®@ 

Violet Rottman of the Table Rock 
Traffic Department was married 
June 24 to Robert Laun of Table 
Rock. The ceremony took place in 
the Salems Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church near Steinauer. The 
couple will reside near Table Rock. 


According to the Readers Digest, 
being bald has one definite compen- 
sation. It’s neat. 
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That Man Again 
hse guy that made the rule about 

“all good things come in threes” 
apparently made an exception in the 
case of L. C. “Smick” Williams of 
Stromsburg. We have related how 
he has won the National Safety 
Council contest four times hand 
running this year but we have now 
completely run out of adjectives, 
phrases, dangling participles, split 
infinitives and the other odds and 
ends that we generally use to make 
up stories about such unusual events. 
Nevertheless, the old boy goes right 
ahead and wins himself another prize 
for the May award making five 
straight winners! 

Cut it out, will you, Smick? 


‘The Front Cover 


HE man astride the tree in the 

front cover picture for this 
month is Glenn E. Warren, former 
L. T. and T. construction department 
employee, and brother of Virgil 
Warren who is now on military leave 
of absence. Both are in service with 
the navy. 


The picture was taken during tree 


topping operations at Villa barracks 
on an island in the Pacific when 
Glenn volunteered to scale the tree 
after two of his buddies had failed in 
the attempt. He was eminently suc- 
cessful and the cameraman captured 
the scene from the roof of an ad: 
joining housetop. As a reward Glenn 
was granted a pass every night for 
the following week. 

Mrs. F. V. Warren, Glenn's 
mother, thoughtfully sent us the 
photograph together with a clipping 
concerning the incident which ap- 
peared in a navy publication as 
follows: 

“Whether at sea or on land, Glenn 


Warren, 17-year-old trainee from Table 
Rock, Nebr., will always have his head in 
the clouds. It’s not that he daydreams, 
he just gets a kick out of going topside. 

“In civilian life, Warren was happy 
climbing telephone poles while working 
for the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Co. During maintenance week here on 
the island, he found joy in topping the 
trees surrounding the Villa barracks, often 
scaling as high as 80 feet. Upon comple- 
tion of his preliminary training, he hopes 
to ship out as a deck hand. “Once I 
get on top of a mast or in a crow’s nest, 
they'll never get me down, Warren ex: 
claimed. 

“Warren's in Section 438 and says that 
one way or another, he'll manage to be 
at the ‘top of his class’.” 


——————— 
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Telephone 
Advertisement 1877 


HE Tecumseh Chieftain recently 
printed this interesting commen- 
tary on the telephone: 

“Present day telephone advertise- 
ments call upon the public to mini- 
mize the use of the telephone, using 
only for essential business or in an 
emergency. This is a far different 
type of advertisement than used 
when telephones were first intro- 
duced. In 1877 the first telephone 
advertisement appeared as follows: 
‘The Proprietors of the Telephone, 
the invention of Alexander Graham 
Bell, are now prepared to furnish 
Telephones for the transmission of 
articulate speech through instruments 


not more than 20 miles apart. Con- 
versation can be easily carried on 
after slight practice, and with the 
occasional repetition of a word or 
sentence. On first listening to the 
telephone, though the sound is 
perfectly audible, the articulation 
seems to be indistinct; but after a 
few trials, the ear becomes accus- 
tomed to the peculiar sound and 
finds little difficulty in understand- 
ing the words.” 


Family Service Album 
(Continued from page 3) 


the sub base at New London, 
Connecticut. S/Sgt. William L. Gear 
is one of our Company's “Service 
Stars” on military leave of absence 
from the Plant Department where he 
served as a groundman. He is a bom- 
bardiar-navigator with the 9th air 
force on a B-26 medium bomber and 
is still stationed in Europe. An “old- 
timer’ in the service is T/Sgt. A. C. 
Gear who entered the army in Feb- 
ruary, 1937 and witnessed the initial 
Jap attack at Dutch Harbor, Unalas- 
ka. He later saw service at New Cale- 
donia, Guadalcanal, New Guinea 
and the Philippines. 

Following a recent furlough at 
home he was sent to Philadelphia for 
signal corps training and although 
he likes this service he is hopeful that 
his 131 points will make him eligible 
for an early release. 


Lyle Piper in the New Georgia Island 


This picture was 
taken by Lyle Pi- 
per, former em- 
ployee in the Con- 
struction De par t- 
ment wlio is now a 
chief electrician’s 
mate with the Sea- 
Bees on duty in the 
Pacific theater of 
operations. 


This scene shows 
SeaBee diving ap- 
paratus used for un- 
der water salvage 


and construction work and was taken on a pier in the New Georgia Islands. 
We regret, however, that Lyle does not appear. The crew experienced diffi- 
culty with the telephone apparatus used for communications between the 
diver and those above so Lyle put his telephone experience to good advantage 
by devising equipment which he built out of a miscellaneous collection of 
spare parts and junk. It worked fine and the job went ahead on schedule. 
C.E.M. Piper has since been transferred to the Admiralty Islands where he is 


now stationed. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
Ashland 


Geraldine McDowell, Assistast Chief Op- 
erator, is on a 14-day vacation and is 
spending it at her home in Ashland... . 
Mary Phipps spent her vacation in Seattle, 
Washington. ... Captain Kenneth Graham, 
brother of Mrs. Lura Blackman, Chief Op- 
erator, is home for 3) days. He has been 
in the South Pacific. His last station was 


in the Philippines. . . . Mrs. Armstrong is 
expecting her son, A/S Max Armstrong, 
from Seattle, Washington, soon. ... Mrs. 


Blackman spent a week-end recently in 
Weston. Her nephew, Lt. Lyle Anderson, 
has just returned from the South Pacific. 


Beaver Crossing 


Maurine Harter is spending her two 
weeks vacation at home. Have a good 
time, Maurine. 

David City 


Miss Swan, Chief, is going to do some 
extensive traveling in the next two weeks, 
from the park to the theatre. Where? Why 
in Denver, of course. They say Pike’s 
Peak is quite interesting, Irene, and we 
can guarantee you'll find plenty of other 
points of interest. You can look over the 
situation and tell us all when you come 
back, ‘cause that’s the general direction 
in which we’re heading. The girls are say- 
ing “Whoopee” ‘cause she’ll be out of 
town for a while, but please don’t over- 
look your Assistant Chief, because she’s 
a slave driver!!! (We’re hitting the road 
after that remark.) Merna will probably 
drag out her ‘44”” and then—oh brother. 
.. . Leola Heins boarded the ‘‘Challenger”’ 
for Chicago Saturday night, June 16, to 
spend a week with her sister. We eagerly 
donated and bought her another pair of 
shoes just in case she had to hitch-hike 
back. She’ll probably do a lot of walking 
after she gets lost once or twice in that 
small metropolis. . Hick!—Excuse me! 
Hick, Hick! Oh, please excuse me!! No, we 
haven’t been hitting the bottle, but that’s 
just Ann Seymour’s way of expressing 
her gratitude at being able to eat onions 


The camera-shy Wahoo chief operator, 
Mrs, Carolyn Flannagan, caught in an un- 
guarded moment. What we can’t figure 
out is why anyone so definitely photogenic 
would be allergic to a lens. 


and icicle radishes. The girls had a party 
for her when she was with us for a few 
days and it seems that she craves the 
things. So, if eny of you victory gardeners 
have a few onions or radishes to spare, 
just look up Miss Seymour. .. . Welcome 
giris!!! Oooh, those worn out words. But 
anyway, two new additions to the traffic 
torce are Phyllis Jacobs and Noma Mar- 
quis. They’ve started the old grinder again 
and seem to be bearing up exceptionally 
well under it. Of course, we’re hoping 
it continues for the next two months. ... 
We've only had one serious casualty this 
month and that’s Leora Weyand. She’s 
Fke-n in the University Hospital in Omaha 
after an operation on her eyes. Though 
it was a minor one, we hope you'll be 
back soon, Leora. . Mrs. Adkins, (of- 
ficial scorekeeper) returned to work Mon- 
day night after spending several days in 
Wahoo and Valparaiso with relatives. The 
rest of the time was spent in keeping 
“official tab.’”’ What’s your score now 
Ella, three down and twenty-eight more 
to go? ... If looks could only tell????? 
All you would need to do is to take one 
good look at Helen Havlena and see it 
written all over her face. Even in those 
dark circles and extra traveling kits under 
her eyes. Happiness seems to be the major 
sight there. The door bell rang one night 
and Helen taking her own sweet time, 
sauntered to answer it. She opened the 
door and got one glance and then slam- 
med it shut because she couldn’t believe 
her eyes. So after a little deliberation, 
She opened the door about an inch and 
peered through. Sure nuff, it was exactly 
the same person she had seen the first 
time. So after she put her teeth and 
tongue back in her mouth and pushed her 
eyes back in their sockets, she returned 
to normal. It was the “one and only” just 
returned from overseas with a thirty-day 
furiough in his pocket. And believe us 
when we say she is making up for lost 
time. . . . Two good looking young (?) 
gentlemen, (Note to Ed.: Give us credit 
for at least saying you are good looking 
gcntiemen.) stepped into the operating 
room June 19 and told the operators to 
smile for the birdie. You should have 
seen the tooth paste ads come into view. 
Hope they didn’t throw your camera out of 
focus, boys. 
Louisville 


Elsa Hornbeck started her vacation June 
11. She spent a few days in Lincoln, visit- 
ing friends and the rest of her vacation 
resting at home. 


Milford 


We welcome a new relief operator, Velda 
Williams. Good luck, Velda. 


Nebraska City 

Vacations seem to be the main topic 
of conversation here. Returning from va- 
cations are Josie Shoemaker and Dorothy 
Waters. Also returning from out of town 
are Maxine Meyer and Mary Bartyzelle, 
who were in Hastings for a short time, 
but we guess they didn’t exactly call that 
a vacation, did you girls? Vacationing now 
is Mildred Cohn. Imo Hurlburt has been 
doing a lot of shopping lately for her trip 
West which she is taking during her vaca- 
tion. .. . Jeanne Bray heard some good 
news the other day. Her brother, M/Ssgt. 
Farl Bray is back in the states a:ter 2 
ycars and 8 months overseas. No wonder 
Jcanne is all smiles. Who wouldn’t be? 

. . Mildred Brand informed us she spent 
the week-end of the 16th in Waterioo, 
Iowa. ... We have two new girls with us, 
they are Lois Barta and Etta Staack. Good 
luck to you girls. .. . Aileen Bohlen, our 
night operator, is on the road to recovery 
at her home in Sidney, Iowa. She doesn't 
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know when she’ll be back. We hope soon, 
Aileen. . . . We are gittin’ fixed up real 
purty like down here. They are painting 
and if anyone tries to tell you there’s any- 
thing refreshing about the smell of paint 
don’t believe them, ’cause we know 
“’ta’int so.’”’ . . . Doris McIntire resigned 
the Ist of June to accept a position with 
the Nebraska City Gas & Water Depart- 
ment. Good luck to you, Doris. 


Plattsmouth 


Nellie Mae Rabuck is our new student 
operator. .. . Pearl Sutton, returned home 
June 10, after spending three weeks at 
Hastings. . . . Agnes Uhlick spent a few 
days in Topeka, Kansas, attending a wed- 
ding. 

Seward 


Vacations have started in our office 
One of the first to top our list is none 
other than Martha Merz. She has decided 
to spend her vacation visiting her sister 
and husband at Crawford. Oh, yes, and 
little Billie too. Have a good time, Merzie!! 
: “Tarzan” (Al Ager) added another 
year to his age last week. He treated the 
office to treats to celebrate the occasion. 
3) Willa Robbins really is happy. It 
couldn't be on account of the week-end 
spent in Lincoln recently, could it? Good 
luck in your new adventure. We'll be 
looking for the ‘sparkler’? soon on your 
third finger left hand. ... Evelyn Waite 
and Catherine Conley of the Lincoln of- 
fice, were visitors recently. Come back 
again, kids!!! . . . Helen Greiner spent a 
day shopping in Lincoln recently. . . . It 
seems as though news is rationed again 
this month, or it may be that they all have 
been drowned out due to the storms we've 
been having. Get the cobwebs out and 
start things rolling, kids, we need some 
news. Nuff said for this time. (Addition) 
We welcome to our new plug pushers, a 
new operator, Vivian Hawkins. Good luck 
‘“Hawky”. 

Syracuse 

Take some paint brushes, ladders, can- 
vas, a few men and some new furniture 
and you have a never fail recipe for mak- 
ing an office look spic and span. We tried 
this formula and it works wonders—now 
our office is the object of many exclama- 
tions of admiration. . . . We have missed 
the presence of Mrs. Laverta Andrews but 
we know she hasn't missed us too much, 
not when her husband, LeRoy Andrews 
R.D.M. 1/C is home for thirty days. , , 
Margaret Lockhart spent the week end 
of the ninth and tenth in Omaha. She 
attended the wedding of a nephew. 
Visitors to our office the past month were 
Messers. Ojers, McKinzie and Carlson. 

Wahoo 


A birthday party was given for Leona 
Lind of Wahoo Traffic Department at the 
home of Hazel Hagenbuck on May 3lst. 
The evening was spent playing games fo]- 
lowed by lunch... . Jeanne Bratrsovsky 
of Wahoo Traffic Department is spending 
her vacation visiting relatives in Denver, 

Weeping Water 


Harold Husing, combinationman at 
Weeping Water has gone into the service. 
He left May 25 and reported to Fort 
Leavenworth on May 31 and is now sta- 
tioned at Camp Crowder, Missouri. 
Addalene Lorensen went shopping at Lin- 
coln, June 16. . James P. Howland of 
Wahoo is taking Mr. Husing’s place at 
Weeping Water. 

Yutan 


Mrs. McKinzey, Chief Operator-Cashier 
at Yutan, returned June Sth after spend- 
ing a ten-day vacation visiting relatives 
at Lincoln, Seward and Minden. 


' LinenIn Departments 


Accou.:ting and Engineering ° 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor 

There are still a few of us who have 
not recovered from our rare fling, more 
commonly called ‘‘Friendly-get-together”’. 
Everyone had a swell time it seems. Some, 
more than their share from the appearance 
of a few the following day. Hank Ames 
had a trick with strings, by which we all 
got tangled up, but it was good for quite 
a few laughs, especially for the spectators. 
After consuming the food we took in the 
rides and then took over the fun house. 
This accounts for the bruises and burns a 
few are still sporting. Mr. Jahns should 
write a book on “The Art of Standing On 
Your Own Two Feet”. He can really skip 
through that barrel. ‘Terry” Largent 
went for a merry ride on the Pretzel with 
“Cagey B.” Of course you all know who 
“Cagey B” is. He is the fellow who has 
) prove his age on certain occasions. 
Brenda and Cobina both took drags off of 
Ed Brehms’ cigar, which would be good 
for a few laughs anyday. And how “Ginny 
Petersen” ever tumbled where she .did, 1s 
still a mystery to me. Who knows the 
story? ... To Messrs Gorman and Hartley 
we want to apologize for not sending more 
formal invitations to our picnic. However 
next time we will see to it that they are 
duly notified. . . . Vacationers this month 
are Marie Endsley who is spending her 
two weeks in California. Clara Jones, 
Rosalie Carlson, and Alvina Miller all 
stayed home and made with the brooms 
and dust mops. It seems that three of our 
office girls have turned domestic... . Mr. 
Galley has taken his family to vacation 
in Columbia, Missouri. We were informed 
he got to see a big league game, while 
visiting in St. Louis. The St. Louis Browns’ 
and Chicago White Sox played. It was his 
first big league game so he will probably 
give us the dope personally on his return. 
Lois Penton has returned to work atter 
@n appendectomy. Welcome back Lois... . 
Perhaps some of you girls didn’t notice 
our own “Frankie”, although he has been 
around for years. That bow tie is very be- 
coming, Johnny. When do you make with 
the voice? .. . It seems as though our own 
two farmers “Big Boy Sievers” and “Li'tle 
Boy Ross” felt very much like hi'l billys 
(SO we were informed) while digging PoO- 
tatoes one Sunday afternoon on Sievers 
farm. They had an old nag hitched up to 
a plow which Bob was leading. Mr. Sievers 
followed the plow, bringing up the rear. 
What a picture. As far as we know, on this 
occasion ne**her got their feot stepped on 
or dragged ough the mud. 


Construction Department 


Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 

We have quite a number of new ground- 
men this month—Stanley Poore and Don 
Helzer with ‘Babe’ Comb’s crew at \a- 
stings; Dean McKenzie who is with ‘Swede 
Foster’s crew and Eugene Lamberson, 
Carl Stewart, Robert Cardwell and Ed- 
ward Carter are working with the Lin- 
coln crews. We want to welcome back 
George L. Burt, who is one of the first of 
our service men to return to US. He is 
working with ‘Shag” Eichenour’s crew at 
Louisville. .. . The vacation season 1S now 
in full swing with ‘Les’ Shirey, Knud 
Arngren, Alex Fritz, Dave Houston and 
George Hansen all ‘resting’ at home. Joy 
Dobbs took one week off to welcome his 
son Sterling, who is back in the States 
for a 30-day leave. . . . Major Thad Cone 
called this week. He was on another of his 
inspection tours and didn’t have time to 
pay us a visit. ‘Les’ Hansen is now in the 
States and expects to be home by the first 
of July. . . . Clyde Boyles, our General 
Foreman has been ill for the past few 
weeks. We are happy to report at this 
time that he has returned to work look- 


ing his old chipper self again. . . . The 
Construction crews haven’t been moving 
about a great deal this month—Swede’ 
Foster is still working at Fairbury and 
‘Shag’ Eichenour and crew are at Louis- 
ville, while Harry Moss is busy in Tecum- 
seh. George Hansen, John Hobson and 
‘Brick’ Smith have been busy with work 
around Lincoln, while ‘Babe’ Combs finds 
plenty of work in or near Hastings. 


Local Commercial 
Lorraine Wolf, Associate Editor 


“In’s and out’s’”’ and “‘up’s and down’ 
make up the news this month from Local 
Com’l. I want to thank Betty Roeder for 
a fine job of reporting the news this 
month while your ed. had herself a time 
in the wilds of Washington. ... Mrs. 
Cecile Anderson has been quite seriously 
ill since June 12th, and on the 20th was 
taken to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. We are 
happy to learn, however, that she is show- 
ing marked improvement. . .. Marge 
Whiting underwent an operation at Bryan 
Memorial on June 11. Though classitied 
as minor, that is hardly a pleasant way 
to spend a vacation as Marge is doing. 
... Jean Fullbrook returned to the office 
for the summer. Welcome back, Jean. The 
diamond ring you are wearing on third 
finger, left hand, won’t weigh you down 
too much, will it? In any event, the very 
best wishes to you. ... Sybil Frazee, al- 
ways unpredictable, dropped in for another 
goodbye on the 7th; she left for the wars 
on the 9th. ... Mr. Overcash was in and 
out of the office constantly the week of 
June 18th, taking care of the Air Base 
while Chauncey Eggerss was on his vaca- 
tion. Mr. Overcash complimented Marie 
Stockton on a_ good-looking red dress, 
and though he did NOT preface his re- 
mark with a wolf howl, Virginia Allard, 
overhearing it, accused him of allowing his 
Air Base associations to change him. Your 
Ed. is inclined to agree with Virginia since 
he had confided in her the day before 
that the Air Base was no place for an old 
man. Chauncy had better hurry back or 
we will have lost our shy, retiring, B.R.O. 
entirely. . . . Donna Tworling and Kay 
King are two newcombers helping out on 
the directory. We are happy to have you 
with us. ... The best “‘in and out” story 
of the month was served up by our one 
and only, L. P. Schlentz (L. P., that’s short 
for ‘“‘Loping Philanderer’’). Of course, 
we've heard only one side of this tale, but 
it seems Lee was taking a sun-bath on the 
roof of his apt. house, when, becoming 
sleepy from the sun, he wandered back in- 
side, supposedly to his own door. Upon 
entering the apt., however, he was “cha- 
grined’”’ to discover he had mistakenly 
entered the apt. of two young ladies. Lee 
rather babbles at this point, but we gather 
things went very well, because the story 
ends with his having a cigarette with the 
girls, just to make amends. Lee says he 
was most pleased to find he ean still be 
embarrassed! 


Service Department 


SO 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


June was a very popular month for va- 
cations. Alex Geist took one week and 
spent it staying at home and having a 
good rest. . Elmer Dougherty reports 
he had a very nice vacation visiting with 
his son Alvin who was home on furlough 
after spending a year in Italy. Alvin is a 
S/Sgt. in the Air Corps. . . . Charlie 
Peachman spent the last week of his va- 
cation mostly inside as it rained practi- 
cally every day. He did manage to get out 
and pick a few strawberries but had to 
wear his sheepskin coat as it was so chilly. 
; . Henry Peachman spent one week at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, visiting relatives. 
... Art King tried to paint his house but 
didn’t accomplish much as it raind most 
of the time... . R. E. Burkett stayed at 
home as he was having some trouble with 
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Meet Miss Helen 
Greiner, Seward 
correapondent, 
whose _ interesting 
accounts of Seward 
happenings add 
much to this section. 


his ear.... Frances 
Hansen went home 
to Spencer. She said 
it was raining all 
the time, but no 
other complaint as 
She had plenty to 
>at—including meat, 
lucky . girl! fk 
Art Lamberson spent his entire two 
weeks in Nebraska City where he visited 
his daughter-in-law. Art’s eldest son Earl 
is an Ensign in the submarine service of 
the Navy. ... L. H. Pierce claimed he 
traveled all over the country on his vaca- 
tion but after a bit of drilling we found 
out he didn’t do anything. ...R. L. Dalton 
returned to work after a vacation spent 
helping Mrs. Dalton with the housework, 
mowing the lawn and trimming the hedge. 
... R. S. Baldwin assisted Mrs. Baldwin 
with the work. Quite some time was spent 
at the church and no doubt “Baldy” ar- 


gued some with his neighbors. ... D. C. 
Travis did some papering and carpenter 
work at home. ... P. Winscot reports he 


spent the first week of his vacation resting, 
merely because of the rain, and the 
second week painting the outside of the 
house, which he didn’t finish and says 
he needs help. KF. L. Tefit re- 
turned from his vacation which was spent 
helping Mrs. Tefft and resting up... . Two 
former switchroom employees who were in 
to pay us a visit while home were: George 
Ramsey who is in the Quartermaster 
Dept. of the Navy and is assigned to the 
Carrier ‘Intrepid’, and Howard Stroup 
who recently returned from Euron>. We 
will be looking forward to seeing more of 
these boys back before long. . . . Doris 
Cratzenberg S 2/c who joined the Waves in 
January was in to see us while home on 
leave. Doris is stationed in Georgia where 
she was going to storekeepers school end 
has now completed the course. ... About 
three weeks ago, Mrs. Mae Regler fell at 
home and did considerable damage to the 
tendons in her foot and for quite some 
time her foot was swollen so badly it was 
impossible for her to stand on it. How- 
ever, one morning Mae came limping into 
the office just raring to go and we hope 
that before long it will*be just ss good as 
ever. ... Thursday evening, June 7, at the 
home of Magdalen Heser, the girls gave a 
miscellaneous shower for Lela Forbes who 
is leaving our forces to become Mrs. Eli 
Smith in the very near future. Lela was 
presented with some very nice and useful 
gifts. The evening was spent playing bingo 
for which prizes were given and then re- 
freshments were served. On Friday, the 
men presented Lela with a milk stool 
which was autographed by everyone. They 
thought it would come in handy as she 
is going to live on a farm. The real gift 
given by the men was a beautiful set of 
dishes. ..E. S. Fisher is on the sick list 
and our last report was that he was 
feeling pretty good, even tho he says he 
was not leaping over any fences. ..- . 
Norma Roeder who was absent several 
days with tonsillitis and ear infection 
is back on the job again. ... Ivan Pad- 
dack was absent a day because of 
illness. . . . Les Livingston came to the 
Switchroom recently with a wide grin and 
Said “Ed, look what I have.” He displayed 
29 gas ration coupons. The sad part of it 
was that after visiting Miss Lefler, he only 
had the usual 10 coupons... .C. C. Perry- 
man recently attended the wedding of his 
nephew Jimmy Hendrickson of the Navy at 
Hebron, Nebraska. We believe this was a 
dual purpose affair. One for the wedding 


Miss Ruth Blevins, 
associate editor, 
does a fine job of 
keeping us posted 
on “What goes on,” 
and “To whom” in 
the southern dis- 
trict. 


and one for ““Doug’s” 
future information. 


Traffic Department 


Georgia Finnigan, 
Associate Editor 

Vacations are still 
in order and we'll 
try and report on them as fully as possibie. 
. . . Bernicce Smith, chief operator. spent 
her vacation in Kansas City, Des Moines 
and York. ... Mary Emerson. local super- 
visor, visited her son in Chicago. 
Erma Paulson and Lillliaan Baker were on 
vacation but we haven’t learned the par- 
ticulars there. ... Alice King left us to be 
married to Richard Hobson who is a newly 
commissioned Ensign. They were married 
in New York City. Best wishes to you 
both. . . . Colette Jokerst is vacationing 
now and plens to walk up the aisle July 
4. More on that later. ... We still have 
more new faces than the old familiar ones. 
Four toll classes are now in progress, with 
a combined total of approximately 20 girls. 
Mrs. Nichols was giving her class a drill 
the other day and she asked what could 
be done to save circuit time. One student 
became a little confused and said, “Ring on 
the circuit as soon as you plug in and 
when the distant operator answers, pass 
out immediately.”’ That’s one way of doing 
it anyway. ...Ed Dulin has been keeping 
the operator’s lounge supplied with cut 
flowers and they are beautiful. Thank 
you, Ed, for your thoughtfulness. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


In the month of June the warehouse was 
honored with four service men as guests. 
The army was represented by Capt. Ster- 
ling Dobbs, a former employee of the 


shop. . . . Howard Stroup formerly of sup- 
ply and service department. Both have 
just returned from Europe. ... The Navy 


representatives were Gordon Eno, a former 
employee who was on leave from the west 
coast and Richard Grant who. before 
entering the navy was a shop employee. 
He is now stationed in a hospital in 
Washington, D. C. ... June has been a 
month for many vacationers, they include: 
Ernie Royce, Jack Cox, M. D. Chamberlain, 
Harry Smith, W. T. Haas, Harry Schilling, 
Wm. Rosenthal and S. K. Lawrence. ... 
Wm. Rosenthal took a trin to Oregon with 
his brother, Dean Schilling’s visit from 
Chicago, was Harry's reason for a vaca- 
tion. . . . Sammy Lawrence vacationed 
in Kansas. ... The warehouse is now re- 
ceiving the services of L. C. Reid as jani- 
tor. . . . Marjorie (Mardi) Miller of the 
supply office received a long distance call 
from her Navy husband at Pearl Harbor. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 


Yes, it must actually be here, summer 
we mean and with it comes all those pretty 
colored print dresses we’ve been aching 
to wear. And also, those sheer, sheer hose 
called ‘“‘skinlons’”’. .. . The welcome mat is 
out to Gail Trindel, Jacqualin Spiker. Su- 
zanne Price and Pauline Cortskey. We are 
glad to have you girls with us. Welcome 
back is extended to Phyllis Weigel and 
Darlene Simpson. Vey Warren is 
spending her vacation around home resting 
up, while Lucile Buss ventured to Calif- 
ornia, no doubt to get that California sun- 
tan everyone dreams of. Hermine 
Clarke received that certain call and is 
now in California with her husband. Lucky 


girl! Have you noticed any new voices on 
the toll lines? Well, there are two and 
they belong to Phyllis Seckman and Ileta 
Mumford. ... Wilma Ramklu journeyed 
down Texas way during her vacation 
visiting friends in Austin. ... We hada 
number of June vacationers, Lloyd Ogles- 
by visited in St. Edward, Genoa and York. 
Max Prandt made use of his time doing 
repair work on his home, while Leland 
Hodge carefully arranged to take his va- 
cation during the sunny spring weather 
so as to give his victory garden a lot of 
personal attention, but unfortunately he 
forgot to consult the weatherman and it 
rained practically the whole time. About 
the only thing it would have been suitable 
weather for would have been to cultivate 
rice. Instead of gardening he visited in 
Lincoln and Table Rock. We understand he 
followed the usual procedure end visited 
‘friends and relatives.’ (According to our 
information from Table Rock the people 
deny that he has any friends but his rela- 
tives can’t help themselves.) Summer 
weather makes us sleepy so until next 
month we’ll yawn and snooze a bit. 


Burchard 


Hattie Wilcox visited in Pawnee City 
last month. 
Cook 


Mary Estes and Laverne Beasterfeld at- 
tended a picnic at Friend May 27th. 


Crab Orchard 
Mrs. Neugebauer went to Kansas City to 


_ attend the Commencement exercises of 


her daughter, Bonnie. Bonnie returned 
with her mother for a weeks visit before 
entering employment in Kansas City. Jessie 
Bryson was a business visitor in Beatrice 
several times this month and also visited 
her brothers in Tecumseh a few days. Mrs. 
Adelle Canfield of Steinauer and her son, 
ARM 3/c John B. Canfield, of Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida, visited Gladys Neugebauer 
June 17. 
Dawson 


Esther West visited Falls City June 16 
and Humboldt June 18. We’ll bet she saw 
at least three shows during the two trips. 
Eh, Esther? 

Fairbury 


Summer’s here and so are vacations. 
Floyd Nave visited in Cook and we know 
he should have returned well rested be- 
cause we were in Cook once, and it was 
very quiet. ...C. H. Vandevort returned 
to work this week and while he was gone 
his wife substituted as janitor for him and 
that’s a situation well calculated to put 
the heat on a guy—at least our dusting 
has never stood up under an inspection 
by the head of that department at our 
house. . . . Wauneta Child is vacationing 
at home and Dorcas Slater divided her 
time between home and Omaha... . Sun- 
day, June 3, the telephone people enjoyed 
an ice cream feed at McNish Park and 
then just to show that they could take it 
the girls had an early breakfast on June 
13 in honor of Shirley Hudson who is 
leaving to join her husband, Sgt. Clyde 
Hudson in Alabama. Mrs. Hudson was 
presented with a handkerchief shower and 
carries our best wishes to her new home. 
... Edna Bast, Martha Ehlers, Annabelle 
Stocker and Jeanne Lytton were Lincoln 
visitors and somehow during the conver- 
sation we got the idea that Lincoln was a 
swell place because there were so many 
shows and Flight Officers, lots of stores 
to shop in and Flight Officers, and well, 
lots of Flight Officers. .. . Grace Childers, 
former operator at Fairbury and Howard 
Larson were married May 19 and will 
make their home in Los Angeles and then 
to make the domestic picture complete 
Joyce Robinson resigned as operator here 
on May 31 to devote all of her time to 
being a housewife. 


Humboldt 
We ought to start this like the song 
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“Well, What D’ya Know,” Decause we find 
that Rose Frankhouser attended the wed- 
ding of her cousin at Bern, Kansas, May 
23 and then celebrated with one of those 
‘“‘childish” diseases known as the Mumps. 
... There are quite a few trips to report. 
Mary Meister attended the commencement 
excercises of her niece at the Peru State 
Teacher’s College May 25, Willistine Clark 
attended the graduation exercises of her 
cousin at Falls City May 24, Emma Kee 
King started her vacation June 18 and so 
far as we know is off to Denver; Mariella 
Williamson was a visitor in Omaha June 
20 and she hasn’t furnished any informa- 
tion why. 
Pickrell 

Jacqueline Davis of Chicago arrives on 
June 27 to visit her grandmother, Mrs. 
Maude Davis during the summer months. 


Steinauer 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis had as their 


guests May 27, Mr. and Mrs. Adrian 
Vrtiska and family. On June 10, Mr. and 
Mrs. Divis met relatives from Colon, Ne- 
braska at Sterling and the group had a 
picnic dinner. Patty Schutz is visiting 
relatives in Fairbury. During her absence 
Mary Hoffman and Donna Schutz are 
helping in the Steinauer office. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst and Barbara Ann Benson 
were Lincoln visitors during the past 


month. 
Table Rock 


Vacation time is here again and Violet 
Roitman started hers on May 28. Erma 
Jenick also enjoyed a two weeks vacation 
at home. Elsie Wenzbauer left for Calif- 
ornia to visit her husband who had a few 
days leave. Winifred Morrison is our new 
student operator. Welcome Winifred. 


Tecumseh 


Irby Halverstadt and family visited in 
Lincoln, Fairmont and Geneva during the 
month. Irby also reports a new grandson 
born June 14. Roland Drake, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Drake left for the Mer- 
chant Marines on June Ist. We see Lois 
Jean Stinson’s name under the list of new 
operators. Welcome Lois. Mr. Bush, the 
Auditor from Lincoln visited the Com- 
mercial office. Mary Lempka has resigned 
from her position as an operator and the 
family will move to Humboldt. We hate 
to see Mary leave but know she will make 
many friends in her new home. Edna 
Ragon went to Omaha June 16 for a short 
visit and returned June 18. Jerrie Murphy 
spent a day in Lincoln and Crab Orchard 
during the month. C. C. Meshier attended 
a business meeting in Beatrice June 19. 


Wilber 


Welcome to Maxine Ashbaugh our new 
student operator. Take it from Lavina 
McElroy there just isn’t any substitute for 
sleep. Lavina’s husband, Sgt. Leslie McEl- 
roy of Scott Field, Ill. has been home on a 
17 day furlough and according to all re- 
ports Lavina has just about met herself on 
the way home when she’s been on the way 
to work several times. 

Wymore 


Edna Heiff spent her vacation visiting 
relatives in Omaha and = MHutchinson, 


Kansas. 
Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


Leone Baker is the new operator at 

Fairmont. 
Geneva 

Welcome to Genevieve Elward, local 
student; but farewell to Colleen McDonald, 
Irene Flicker and Janet Fish. . . . Helen 
Adermann spent June 8 in York. ‘ 
Vacationers this month included Gladys 
Stiers, Ardeen Hofferber and Eita Griffin. 

.. Things were more or less in a dither 


athe 


in the Geneva office May 26. Besides be- 
ing swamped with trouble due to light- 
ning, rain and wind, the boys were called 
to see what had become of our neighbor- 
ing county seat of Hebron. Not being able 
to contact it by wire, they hurridly made 
a test which showed there was trouble 24 
miles due south. Wasting no time they set 
out to locate the trouble. They arrived in 
Hebron in time to tackle the job of getting 
communications set up after a cyclonic 
wind had played havoc in the town. “Doc” 
Wilson later joined them, arriving in He- 
bron around 4 o’clock bringing with him 
the emergency lighting system which was 
housed at the Geneva Exchange. “Doc” 
then took over general supervision of 
work until service was_ installed and 
cleared up. Toll service was patched up to 
Hastings and Lincoln by 6 o’clock. How- 
ever, the boys lost some precious hours of 
sleep that Saturday night as well as being 
on the job all day Sunday. 
Harvard 


Ardis Powell, an operator from Nelson 
came June 6 to help in the Harvard office. 
_ . Helen Dauner started training June 
19. She will be a relief operator during 
the summer months... . Katherine Hohn- 
stein, chief operator, started her vacation 
June 18. Jessie Van Trump is taking over 
her duties during her absence. 
Hastings 
The welcome mat is out to some seven- 
teen new operators who have begun dur- 
ing the last two weeks. Glad to see you, 
girls. Also, greetings to two former opera- 
tors, Doris Grounds and Mavis Greenlief. 
. In case you are wondering why you 
never get a chance at using the phone in 
the lounge, we hear Jane Lewis is apart- 
ment hunting. Could it be wedding bells 
soon, Jane? ... Mrs. Combs has been on 
another of her famous week-end jaunts 
to Lincoln and from what I’ve heard, she 
had a swell time. ... We were pleasantly 
surprised a few weeks ago when Dorothy 
Janda, a former operator, paid us a social 
call. Dot is now a B. T. O. in Trinidad, 
Colorado. ... Bettye James, who has been 
looking for her one and only to come to 
Hastings, received what she calls her letter 
edged in black. It seems Bob can't make 
it for several weeks. Cheer up, Bettye, 
time marches on. We hear Freida 
Hoffman is a Crosby fan. How about it 
Frieda Lou? And can he croon?.. . La- 
Vonne Alderman was so excited last Sun- 
day afternoon she couldn’t wait for the 
clock to strike three. Her brother Cpl. 
Carroll Wyman has just returned from 
overseas, where he has been a prisoner 
of the Germans for seven months. That 
explains why Delores Ernst has that glow 
ing look in her eyes. Shhh-she is Bonnie’s 
best friend. Speaking of brothers: 
Marian Hoffman’s brother SF 1/c Syril 
Hoffman has just arrived home from 
twenty-two months of sea duty, and Mari- 
an says he has all the symptoms of an old 
salt. . . . Yours truly overhead Helen 
Brotherton and Roberta Smith talking 
and from what I hear, the people of 
O’Neil had better beware. The girls claim 
they intend to paint the town red. 
Katherine Hoover received a long distance 
call from her small son Jimmie whom she 
imagined was in Hastings where he be- 
longed, but come to find out, accompanied 
by his dog, he had peddled to Lincoln. 
Now, now, Katie, you were young once. 
... Helen Nowka is Still singing ‘Anchors 
Aweigh,” but alas, her sailor husband is 
bound for home, which no doubt will mean 
Bon Voyage, Helen. Ruth Compton 
has been all smiles recently. Her one and 
only daughter, Joan, has just arrived 
home from Rochester, N. Y., where she is 
attending Eastman School of Music, but 
according to Ruth, Mr. Compton was all 
tears when he paid the freight on a huge 
trunk Joan sent home. Contents: old coats 


and a package of love letters. ... Belva 
James, new toll student, has new names 
for old places: namely, Smokey Field 
Army Airfield, which we old veterans still 
refer to as Smokey Hill. That’s okay, 
B. J., you'll learn. . . . Marjie and Iva Mae 
Thompson received the shock of their lives 
when they opened the daily newspaper 
and found their old tin-types among the 
brides-to-be. The two sisters are engaged 
to seamen and their mother thought she 
would surprise them. Leave it to Mom. 
Incidentally, they’re good pictures, too. 
er We hear Rogene Yost is dragging 
Phyllis Volz all over town. She’s marketing 
for something white and lacey, more com- 
monly known as a wedding gown. Could it 
be that the little old bug has bit her too? 

. Katherine Outhier’s name should be 
listed among royalty, as she is one royal 
hostess. She entertained at a chicken 
dinner for a number of her friends, and 
yours truly is proud to be one of them. A 
few pictures were taken. If they prove to 
be on the good side, you may get a chance 
to see them. .. . In the absence of Betty 
Hager, who is visiting in Ohio and Indiana, 
the commercial girls have been taking 


turns serving under the whip of Ralph- 


Wait in the district office. All is not too 
pleasant for Mr. Wait, either, for he claims 
a pair of sore eyes as a result... . Close 
inspection of the front steps shows nu- 
merous cracks left there by Jim Dudgeon 
when he took a nose dive and hit every 
step on the way down. Incidentally, as a 
side light complains of a creak here and 
there. ... Mr. Dudgeon reports that “Slap 
Happy” Helm of York visited our office 
last month but for some reason he didn’t 
stay long. Wonder why? ... We wish to 
warn the girls in the commercial office 
against picking on a certain new employee. 
Isn't he a bit young for you, girls? Bee 
Rohrer spent a day in Lincoln recently 
and is mighty proud of her snappy pur- 
chase. 


Hebron 


The Hebron Exchange wishes to express 
its appreciation to Harry Moss and crew 
W. F. Combs and crew, the Geneva, Su- 
perior, and Fairbury troublemen: Howard 
Lahr, R. E. Starnes, and D. C. “Doc” Wil- 
son for their assistance in helping to re- 
pair the telephone wires that were dam- 
aged by the storm on May 26... . Visitors 
at this Exchange were: J. F. McKeone. D 
C. Wilson, and Clyde Boyles... . George 
Jones, area manager, is spending his va- 
cation visiting relatives at Fort Collins 
Colorado. .. . Ida Witte of the Traffic De- 
partment has resigned. .. . Carlen Bartling 
is having her vacation now. .. . Elizabeth 
Nacke has returned to the Traffic Depart- 
ment after the past year at college. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Metschke visited the 
Traffic Department. Mrs. Metschke was 
formerly an operator. at this exchange 
E. H. Wellman of the Plant Department 
is still on the sick list. We are all hoping 
for you to have a quick recovery to 
health, Ernie. : 


Osceola 


_ George Hansen and gang spent some 
time working in the Osceola Area during 
June. ... Shirley Koehler is our new re- 
lief operator, and began work May 21.. 
Hazel Johnson, night operator, underwent 
major surgery at the Osceola Hospital the 
22nd of May. She was dismissed from the 
hospital the fore part of June, and is re- 
cuperating at her home. 


Polk 
Mrs. Clara Anderson shopped in Grand 
Island June 7; while Esther MeNeely 
visited in Lincoln June 9. 
Shelby 
Mayme Carroll returned to work June 
11, after spending a week of her vacation 
visiting relatives in Lincoln, Omaha and 


8h 15 fe 


Grant. ...Ica Westley spent the week-end 
of June 15 with relatives in Omaha. 


Stromsburg 


We wish to welcome our new operator, 
Beverly Ahlquist, who started her training 


June 1l....L. C. Williams spent a week 
working in Hastings during June. 
Superior 


Betty Jeppesen is enjoying a visit from 
that certain sailor. . Josephine Ties- 
koetter has been helping out in the Ha- 
stings Traffic Department again but is 
back home now. Wanda Thayer, a 
former employee is back with us again. 
. . . Frances Harmon spent a day in Lin- 
coln shopping. . Evelyn Troudt jour- 
neyed to Hastings to shop. . . . Melba 
Richards, chief operator at Hastings, was 
a recent caller at the office. . .. Fern 
Christensen has resigned to be with her 
husband on the west coast. ... Mary Ann 
Robinson was a Grand Island visitor re- 
cently. 

Sutton 

Miriam Griess, commercial clerk, spent 
the week end of June 16 in Lincoln 
visiting her sister. Iris Barbee at- 
tended the commencement exercises held 
at Kansas State College in Manhattan, June 
30, where her brother received the degree 
of DVM. .. . Catherine Kahm spent the 
week end of June 9 visiting friends in 
Lincoln. 

York 

Nothing is newer than vacation news. 
Bud Miller got stuck in South Dakota 
while Alex Pauley is climbing mountains 
in Denver. Bud doesn’t care whether he 
ever sees rain because it rained the day 
he arrived at the ole Indian reservation in 
South Dakota, all the time he was there 
and when he started for home. Alex is 
climbing into another form of moisture 
and at the same time throwing snow balls. 
~’. . Ruth Swanson is taking her vacation 
in her home town, Stromsburg. Velma 
Garlock and Arlene Anderson have re- 
turned from three weeks working at Ha- 
stings. Arlene has acquired a diary en- 
titled, ‘““‘My Battle of Hastings.” The re- 
port from both gals came that they en- 
joyed themselves immensely. . . . Miss 
Seymour visited our York office the week 
of June 4th. ... Also our chief operator- 
cashier of Bradshaw, Mrs. Word, stopped 
on a Saturday afternoon to visit the York 
office. ... We welcome two new operators 
into our midst. Joann Beaver and Shirley 
Cartwright. Welcome girls! . . LoRayne 
Rojahn and Mrs. Laura Leaming have re- 
signed their positions with the Company. 
LoRayne and her husband have moved 
to California and Laura expects to be with 
her husband who has been overseas and 
now returned to the states. ... Geoline 
Luebbe, traffic operator underwent a 
major operation at the hospital this month. 

. Millie, our chief operator-cashier at 
Benedict is enjoying a visit from her sis- 
ter Mrs. Arnold Crow and daughter Rose- 
mary of Los Angeles, California. 


Bertha Sommers, chief operator-cashier 
at Utica, whose friendly efficiency is 
greatly appreciated by subscribers in that 
community. 
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WE SOMETIMES WON 


x = 
WHO WAS “RAINED OFF A POLE SEVERAL TIMES 
WHILE ATTEMPTING To REPAIR H DROP, 
AT LAST, DISCOURAGED, HE YANKED THe 
DROP LOOSE FROM BOTH ENDS , 
CARRIED IT INTO THE OFFICE AND 
FIXED IT THERE. 


NOW SOME FOLKS SAY 
THAT CREAM CAN BE 
MADE To WHIP MORE. 
EASILY BY ADDING 
LIME WATER... 


AT LEAST IT OUGHT TO 
IMPROVE THE TASTE. 
MOST PEOPLE LIKE 
THE FLAVOR OF 


BERT HUDDLESTON SPENT AN ANXIOUS 
DAY WAITING THE RETURN OF HIS LOST 
WALLET TELEPHONE CALLS FROM VARIOUS 
POINTS KEPT INFORMING HIM THAT TWO 
Boys WERE TRYING 10 FIND HIM 10 
RETURN IT- BUT NOT UNTIL NIGHT DID 
| BOB CLIFFORD ADMIT HE WAS GUILTY 


ARE GOOD FOR AT LEAST ONE LAUGH PER MONTH . THEY 
SPENT fl RECENT DAY CULTIVATING POTATOES AND BRUCE 
SOON FOUND HE DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH HANDS , HE BEING 
50 BUSY GUIDING THE CULTIVATOR THAT HE HAD NO WAY 
OF DIRECTING THE HORSE ; SO BOB SPENT THE WHOL? 
DAY LEADING THE NAG UP AND DOWN THE ROWS. 
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oe a ee ee DURING MR AGEE'S DISSERTATION ON THE WHIPPING OF CREAM. 
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ae | EXPONENT OF SAFETY HAS HAD 
| Al BAD MONTH . FALL From A 
| TREE (TARZAN STUFF?) GAVE 
THROUGH THE, DEPARTMENT, THE NEBRASKA CITY HIM Al BAD LEG INJURY AND A 
| | we SWITCHBOARD 15 BEING ATTENDED FROM A SUDDEN SHIMMY " LATER 
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>i a AND TEAR UP 
pontine s, PHRT OF A 
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oe ms 
Mi | eae 
L®- = FORCED To SEEK SHELTER 
4~ \- pa|S WHEN THEIR CAR STALLED 


‘EIN A STORM, RUTH SHOEMAKER 
LINCOLN TRAFFIC, AND HUSBAND, 


| 


“Lee SCHLENTZ WAS THROWN INTO # BIT OF 
CONFUSION TO HEAR A FEMININE VOICE SCREAM 
OUT AS HE BURST INTO WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS HIS 
OWN APARTMENT. BLT, BEING SCHLENTZ, HE TURNED 
THE EPISODE To HIS ADVANTAGE , GETTING A CUP OF 
COFFEE, FREE SMOKES AND AN EVENINGS ENTERTAINMENT, 


< DON, KNOCKED AT THE DOOR. 
\,OF THE ONLY LIGHTED HOUSE 
Is VISIBLE , AND, ON BEING~ 
4 R INVITED IN, FOUND "THEY 
aS HAD CRASHED A 


TOOK OFF ON A” JOY RIDE" AND WERE 
NEXT HEARD FROM WHEN THEIR CAR 
STALLED IN THe MIDDLE OF THE 
CEMETERY . NICE. PLEASANT SCENERY 
To CHOOSE FOR A JOY RIDE. 
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HEBRON AREA 
HONORED AT 
WAR BOND 
PARTY 


General view of the party-goers taken just before the dinner. 


ee be a hot time in the old town tonight” 

seemed to be the rallying cry down Hebron way 
when employees from that area were honored at a grand 
party on July 20 in acclaim for their victorious perform- 
ance in winning the Seventh War Loan inter-area com- 
petition. 

Of course heat was an old story to the torrid Hebron 
pace setters in the bond campaign who came through with 
a searing 541% of their quota purchased and the second 
place folks from Superior were well acclimated also with 
their far from tepid 432%. Even Old Man Weather 
entered into the spirit of the occasion with a warm recep- 
tion for all concerned and not to be outdone by the 
elements, Guy Seaton’s car got the idea too and became 
overheated after burning out a fan belt. Apparently 
even a mild mannered Chevrolet gets out of sorts with 
a certain brand of driving. 

The scene of festivities was the spacious dining room 
of the Hebron Hotel and the evening was initiated with 
a delicious fried chicken dinner just to get everyone in 
the proper frame of mind. Guy O. Seaton acted as mas- 
ter of ceremonies and presented Mrs. Marie Wood Jack- 

iii Son Whe Cane Bey 
ta 4 4 Se. eral appropriate 
numbers which 
were greatly enjoy- 
ed. She was accom- 
panied at the piano 
by Miss Donna 
Helget who also fa- 


(Above) Marie Jackson, 

standing, and Donna Helget, 

soprano vocalist and pianist, 

respectively, for the eve- 
ning. 


(Right) Bonnie Brittenham, 

Superior operator, wonders 

what she will find in the 

sack in a ‘’Feel it and name 
it’’ contesi. 


vored those attending with an accomplished piano solo. 
Mr. L. P. Young, Western District manager, spoke 
briefly and lauded the employees in his district for their 
splendid perforance in the purchase of war bonds. “The 
record was outstanding,” he said, “with the first four 
places in the area competition being held by Hebron, 
Superior, York and Osceola, all of which are in the 
Western District, and with all areas in the district exceed- 
ing their assigned quotas by substantial margins.” “It 
is an accomplishment in the nation’s war effort in which 
all may take pride.” 
The party-goers 
were particularly for- 
tunate in having as a 
guest, Lt. Leslie Han- 
sen, a member of the 
Construction Depart- 
ment on military leave 
of absence, who for 
the past 15 months 
has been stationed in 
England and France 


as a pilot of a P-47 are we downhearted? Definitely not. 
Thunderbolt with George T. Jones, area manager and 
the famed ““Thunder- Margaret Bethscheider, chief operator, 

3 of the winning Hebron team flash 
bums.” Lt. Hansen, smiles of victory for the cameraman. 


who was accompan- 

ied by his father, George Hansen of the Construction De- 
partment, was interrogated by Joe Hartley and related a 
number of interesting experiences and impressions re- 
ceived during his strafing and bombing missions against 
the Nazis. The first contact with the enemy came shortly 
after the Normandy invasion in strafing attacks against 
the German defenders of the beaches during the landing 
operations and subsequent drive for positions in Nor- 
mandy. “Ships in the English Channel were so thick 
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ET TR Ts : tf (Left) Lt. L. G. Hansen, 
‘ ~ - tf left, is interviewed by Joe 
Hartley. 


(Below) District Manager 
. P. Young commends 
_ the western district em- 
' ployees highly for their 
efforts during the Seventh 
; War Loan. Seated are Mr. 
Will Jones, editor of the 
Hebron Journal-Register, 
and Margaret Lauten- 
schlager, chief operator- 
cashier at Davenport. 


you could almost 
walk across,” the 
lieutenant recalled, 
“and we didn’t en- 
counter too much op- 
position from the 
Luftwaffe which was 
pretty well under 
control by that time.” 
After air fields in 
France were captured his squadron moved across from 
England and continued their support of the allied offen- 
sive with strafing and bombing attacks against troop con- 
centrations, air fields and transportation facilities. ; 

Holder of the distinguished flying cross, the air medal 
with sixteen clusters and the Presidential unit citation, he 
returned home from his numerous engagements unscathed 
but ready for a few weeks of just taking life easy. He is 
at present assigned to “Inactive Status” and feels that 
there is little likelihood of being recalled to the service. 
He plans to return to work for the L. T and T. as soon 


. . . | 
as circumstances will permit. | 


(Above) A new game concocted by the fiendish mind of Game 
Master J. S. Jackson to try the wits of hapless contestants. The 
players left to right around the table are Lloyd Whitney, H. F. 
Apking, Ralph Wait, Regina Bethscheider, Dorothy Stowell, Mary 
Bethscheider and Evalena Simmerman. Looking on at left and 
right are Duke Eckles and Sam Jackson. In the background are 
Myrtle Smith of Carleton and Betty Hager of Hastings. 


(Right) The old favorite of ‘“musical chairs” is always good for a 

lot of laughs. Poised for quick dives left to right around the chairs 

are: Will Long, editor of the Hebron Journal-Register; Marie Jack- 

son, D. D. Eckles, A. B. te Barbara Willmore and Betty 
ager, 


UN AE OR BAS, 


The victorious Hebron area team, left to right, Mrs. Evalena 
Simmerman, Alexandria; Margaret Bethscheider, chief operator; 
Mary Bethscheider; Margaret Lautenschlager, Davenport; Barbara 
Willmore; George T. Jones, area manager; Regina Bethscheider; 
Deloris Moell; Mrs. Myrtle Smith, Carleton; Dorothy Stowell; E. H. 
Wellman; H. F. Apking and Marilyn Bethscheider. 


The remainder of the evening was devoted to games 
and contests with J. S. Jackson acting as “game master.” 
The accompanying pictures tell the story of these enjoy- 
able activities with the 
exception of the bingo 
game with which the 
evening was closed. All | 
participated and war 
stamps were given as | 
prizes for the lucky win- 
ners. 


Guests of the Hebron 
area winners included 
Mr. and Mrs. Will Long 
of the Hebron Journal- 
Register and a delegation 
of six from the runner- 


ups from Superior com- 
: Guy Seaton had some little diffi- 
prised of Area Manager caity in presenting a corsage to 


¢ Mrs. Marie Jackson who _ repre- 
Fran K Kubat, Lloyd sented the General Traffic team, 


“Shrimp” Whitney, Fred winners in the Lincoln inter-de- 
; . partmental contest. Somebody had 
Apking, Nadine Messer- wired the flowers in the box giving 
. our master of ceremonies no end 
smith, Betty Jeppesen of trouble. Lending moral support 
are Bonnie Brittenham and Eetty 
Jeppesen of Superior. 


(Continued on page 11) 


(Extreme Right) Enjoying the dinner delicacies are, left to right, 
Regina Bethscheider; Frank Kubati, Superior area manager whose 
team placed second; E. H, Wellman, D. D. Eckles and Mrs, Wellman, 


(Left) Major Giles Gere, astride the camel at right, poses with 
a brother officer with a famous Eqyptian scene for a background. 
Visible in the distance are the Sphinx and one of the great pyra- 
mids. The picture was taken in 1944. (Below) Scene in the Garden 
of Gethsemane near Jeruselum which was the site of the arrest and 
suffering of Jesus. Major Gere visited many places of biblical in- 


Another star, number 135, is added to 
the field of the service flag upon the entry 
of GEORGE E. EGGLESTON, combina- 
tionman at Auburn. George was first 
employed in Lincoln as a shopman in 
August, 1942, later working in the ware- 
house as driver of the “pick-up” truck 
and at Beatrice as a splicers’ helper and 


SERVICE STARS 


By Joe Hartley 


an approaching shell left Cloyd anda com- 
panion no alternative but to throw them- 
selves flat and hug the bare and level 
ground while two medical corpsmen on 
either side of them found shelter in fox- 
holes; when the dust of the explosion 
cleared away, Cloyd and his uninjured 
buddy found that one of the medics 


David City, leaving in May 1943 to begin 
WAC training at Fort Des Moines. Later 
her activities took her to Commerce, 
Texas; Newport, Arkansas; Seymour, In- 


diana; Dothan, Alabama, and now Bolling 
Field, near Washington, D. C. 


T/5 TOM ROLLER, who saw a year’s 


terest during his assiqnment with the Persian Gulf Command. 


a 
on : : . i S s ion department line- 
combinationman. His associates at these had been killed instantly, while the other pene ar Eeaetsuet aoe d 
, man before beginning his course in the 
points agree that George showed rare was badly torn by the fragments of the : 3 : 
i field artillery group at Camp Bowie, 
aptitude and performance in learning the shell. The two signalmen stepped out of be ge Ag I 
; year . Texas, was a visitor in Lincoln last month, 
telephone business which qualifications character to carry him back to the rear. ak ee ee) of may divs Seiad Welk: thoweh there are Ce are ere Pe 
cack ular fu , s 
should stand him well in his experiences He returned on the S. S. Monterey and is is cecal g rf y ¢ I bet : 
b f eb et: eS , ; ; ; ; ozens of replacements who have come by the advance of 
as a member of the armed forces. thoroughly enjoying his thirty-day recup- Following his thirty-day rotation fur- d — eer Ik that ; 
RICHARD B. HOBSON f John eration furlough before heading toward — jough, Cpl. GERALD HENDERSON has jones eee aya 
-—£ , son of John rae Dacihe g : gh, Cpl. i a ce ee you tolks nave prayed for my safety many, eived soeces:. Ee 
waus. es foreman pe ae ae i) ene mabe gate many times and that Noni nae Ghee Det writes in part: “At one town in the Ruhr, more or less running the country... . 
missioned July 5 Se SY aa the Because there is no law against a fellow P DEG SRE RG Oem a ae an self to sleep many a night. Those prayers our headquarters were set up near the Mili- In one town where we_ were : they 
U.S.N.R. Ensign Dick left his job as hoping, S/Sgt. JOHNNY FISCHER San, Prancise: and testscatiast Save touced (otto bene tary Government seat, and hundreds of brought in six hundred allied prisoners 
warehouseman for V-12 training at the would like to reserve a spot in the outside Sgt. BILL QUINN, in a letter to his me safely through, for here I am without sdecknonee aelked: Lip arsine 40: Hee aOtne- of war after supper one night. ‘Two- 
Iowa State College at Ames in June, 1943, fen |i te thal : a scratch. A few more gray hairs, per- cal eit OR thirds of them were American troops 
and aol, ties eedcla ME Service lineup in next seasons Dowling parents, summed up the whole matter in h g iaiiee a ee thing to eat and a place to stay. About oe aie 
Columbi Ra Nisa? aaa rr aia league. Still in France in early July, the a paragraph. While of a personal nature, ig sig ae pee ening Nat ss Pig Mia tk Le thirty Ae eben: callecked. iN front. OF Due They had been marched all over Germany 
volumbia University. At present he is sta- sergeant found little fault with the turn aad) Bil aay he aed as hops t6° Had dein visible marks.” Mrs. Bill who is re W on foot with only brown bread and “grass 
tioned at Fort Schuyler, New York. ; ; ie ferred to here as ‘“Vonnie,” may be re- mess and watched us eat one noon. We i Th ld ird 
: of events. German prisoners were doing print, we defend its publication in that it , y il k h aie eee eee soup’ to eat. ey told some weir 
Lt. FLOYD HENSON, who received most of the work, so the boys of the out- brings, first-hand, the feeling that pre- membered as the former Yvonne Vance, cies ieciisabe EnEY “Were gry anna tales. The division rounded up cigarettes 
the Purple Heart last April has now been fit were taking advantage of the warm vails in so many of the boys who have once an employee in the Lincoln cafeteria. against orders to feed them, so t ey just and some chow for them that night, but 
awarded the air medal, the citation being sunshine to bake on a coat of tan. returned from combat more thoughtful Among ‘the late news items is word of sat there. They hadn't had anything to most of them went to bed hungry. The 
“for meritorious achievement in the and reverent—and dazed at the wonder the award of the Bronze Star to T/5 eat since they stopped the factories. Final- next morning they had three eggs each 
Southwest Pacific from January 4 to ‘A welcome surprise to many in the gen- of their being ali “To sh h h ; ly one of them took an old kettle and and twenty Kraut civilians to do K P for 
‘ . . ; g alive. o show how the IRVIN KLUNDT, of the Hastings plant é ; 7 
March 29 eral offices came in the opportunity to é filled it from our garbage can. We let them. I didn’t see any of them after that 
29. | visit with Pfc. JAMES D. GREEN, who Grace of God and the Luck of the Irish department but details will have to wait ee i ee aa s ; ‘ 
Pfc. CLOYD D. BUCKNELL, once a fe bike te LOE SOE: i Ae be hes work hand in hand,” writes Bill, “Tl until further information can be pried - 1 thirt . a Fe athea ws - They were the happiest, hungriest, Ger- 
: L : ue 7 ’ ‘ as c s c S i Ss S ¢ J ‘ E c c an. , iC yy ; ; _ 
lineman in “Swede” Foster's gang is back pe Se a Tae a 5 sae a tell you just how fortunate I was. When from the modest corporal. Irvin is in the fig eats ies is ae eit man hatingest soldiers I’ve ever seen. 
; . saw. s ste re ay en we le e . : 
from an eighteen month sojourn in the oe Mite Wks thas aes sate the war ended I was one of 37 men left military government section of the 90th site Peanch.. Worka: Pelee: sad Rus Cpl. CHRIS G. CHRISTOPULOS is 
‘ spite S ‘oe ee sands o ; : S- 
E.T.O. Wearing five battle stars, repre- P é of the original 200 I came over with. At infantry division. S now addressed in care of the postmaster 
f leph le, and whil f G P 
senting the campaigns of WN Ass rom many telephone people, and while ie: 13 of th sc ages ie. sians on the way home, or out o er- : f 
campaigns of Normandy, 5 : east 13 of those remaining ha een T/Sot. ENN : , ; ; at San Francisco. He has been for some 
E The B ; passing through Lincoln he stopped to ’ /Sgt. O I. DeVRIES, in telling many at least. They were coming toward pag 
rance, [The Bulge, Rhineland and North ght ahd dalle SALK -Gome-ok “hem, Ok wounded at some time or other, evacuated of the: last dave of the Br W thi Pda sash eae. ope months at the Sioux Falls air field in 
; é ‘ ‘ ; ast days > Europez 2 in everything fr Ss or cars, 
Germany, he has missed few points of uae adn eared ta aoe, Sale one to a hospital, healed up and returned to was deeply impressed with Ae a h ay . sa a a Ratti igailin South Dakota. 
; ‘ ‘ as dee ss 5 sses, trucks, farm ‘ Q 
action in the year, to a day, which he facies eke Levecatae. tamer: 3) enna: action with the company. My platoon tie: displaced. popwlating ’ he as pee: a b et ae Wis 
. d s s a Shattere ‘ , SPlc ¢ ns §& : S, Ses, : ny- 
spent on the continent. As a member of ace was all but wiped out on two occasions and pop et free, or wagons, riding hor bicycle y SECENT BROM ane 
heel, has improved to the point where his I I heels OMOTI 
a front lines communications company in ij = ‘. : tbl oes rages 5 still my luck held up. One dark night — CAA E WATE ON DIEESS 
oe imp is bare erceptible. e is to re- ; : x8 re 
the 20th Armored division, Cloyd was : P ; so iad a t Flaceteal : seven of us hit the ground in a row when or legs. After we eee CHRISTOPULOS, Pvt. to Cpl. 
often within hailing distance of the Ger- re , = . oe ~ are . ee at a barrage came in. Only two of us left the Ruhr they WM. L. GEAR, Set. to S/Set. 
! opeka, Kansas, for further treatment. a , a‘ ‘dshi 
a lines and recounts several narrow, oo walked away. oe the original squad ie etc laared ain HOBSON, Midshipman to 
almost miraculous, escapes to reach the c. MOREANE ALLDRITT visited leaders but two of us are left. I have m nsign. 
end of hostilities with only a superficial at David City during her furlough from had more patrols than any other non-com 
shrapnel wound to bear witness to his year Bolling Field, D. C. Before her entry into in my platoon and never left a wounded 
of action. In one instance, the whine of service Moreane was chief operator at man behind. There is only one member 
(Left) Major Giles H. Gere, who has recenily he 
been awarded the Bronze Star in commendation 


of his work in moving supplies through the Per- 
sian Gulf Command to Russia. He is now in 
Austria with the U. S. Group Control Commis- 
sion. The pictures which appear on page 5 are 
part of his photographic collection. 


(Right) Florence Studer Cano, whose New 
Year’s Day marriage to R 3/C. Stephen Cano was 
announced last month, has written ‘’finis’’ to her 
military career and wiil be the duration guest of 
her parents in Lincoln when her husband goes 
overseas. The marriage took place in San Fran- 
cisco, where Florence has been stationed as 
WAVE T 2/C. for the past fifteen months. 
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(Above) Boar hunt in southern Iran with a modern U. S. Army 
touch added. Major Gere does not appear in the piclure but ac- 
companied the hunters. 


(Right) Placing new cable at Camp Anurabad, Teheran dur- 
ing 1944. The problems of the signal corps were greatly compli- 
cated because of the difficult terrain and weather conditions. Ire" 
is reputedly the hottest place on earth with temperatures ofte 2 
soaring well above 130 degrees. 


Tornado Disrupts 


Communications at 


Surprise and Rising City 


EVERE damage to telephone lines and 


other property was caused by a tor- 
nado which ripped through the west side 
of Butler County on the Fourth of July 
killing seven persons and injuring many 
others. The twister struck a few miles 
west of Rising City 
tearing out a por- 
tion of the David 
City-Osecola tol] 
lead and then con- 
tinued in a south- 
ern course through 
Surprise battering 
down farm lines 
and destroying sev- 
eral farm homes 
and buildings. Long 
distance lines from 
David City to E. A. Ernst, Syra- 
Osceola, Surprise, missed being in the 
York and Shelby direct path of the 
twister by only a 
were knocked out. Quarter of a mile. 
At one point large 
sections of the lead completely disap- 
peared as if wiped out by some giant hand. 
The exchange of Surprise was in the 
direct path of the storm and was complete- 
ly isolated from telephone communication 
with other towns. A large window near 
the switchboard at the central office was 
shattered and a grocery store just one 


(Above) A brick building housing a grocery store at Surprise one 
block from the central office was neatly lifted and deposited in 
the middle of the street. Brick and frame buildings on either side 
were undamaged. (Right) Remains of the Uphoff farm a few miles 
southwest of Rising City. The basement of the house in which 
injured appears in the foreground. Mr. 
Uphoff was blown over the corncrib (upper right) where he lay 
with a broken leg for hours refusing to be moved until his in- 
fant daughter could be located. She was later found dead in the 


several were killec. 
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corn field beyond. 


block away was completely demolished in 
addition to widespread damage to other 
property. 

Ben Docekal and Harvey Armagost, 
combinationmen from David City, were 
on the job immediately following the 
storm to begin restoration of service and 
clearing of wire and broken poles from 
highways. They were soon joined by sev- 
eral construction crews under Foremen 
Herman Studier, John Hobson, G. A. 
Foster, George Hansen, Earl Eichenour 
and Harry Moss and by men from Wahoo 
and Osceola. Toll service to Surprise 
and other points was restored by noon the 
following day but the widespread damage 
to farm lines required an additional day 
for repair. 


It was indeed a trying experience for 
chief operator-cashiers Laura Myers of 
Surprise and Clara VanMatre of Rising 
City both of whom stayed heroically on 
the job throughout the emergency. Mrs. 
Myers stood by her post in spite of the 
very real and apparent danger with flying 
debris and damage to nearby property 
readily discernible. However, connections 
with the outside world were totally sev- 
ered and only a portion of the lines within 
the exchange were left in working con- 
dition. 

Mrs. VanMatre worked without relief 
throughout the night 
summoning doctors 
and ambulances to 
care for the injured 
and notifying author- 
ities of the disaster. 
The central office 


Mrs. Clara E. VanMatre, left, and Mrs. Laura C. Myers, chief 
operator-cashiers at Rising City and Surprise respectively, heroi- 
cally stayed at their posts throughout the emergency. 


was the hub of the community's relief 
efforts with people crowding the room 
throughout the night and in spite of the 
damaged lines over fifty long distance 
calls were completed in addition to many 
incoming calls received from other points. 


Ed Ernst, Syracuse manager, enroute 
from Columbus to Syracuse with his wife 
in the car, missed the direct path of the 
storm by only a quarter of a mile. The 
writhing cloud of the tornado was plainly 
visible as it approached and Mr. Ernst 
stopped the car in time to miss the full 
force of the twister. The storm occurred 
about 7:00 P. M. but everything was as 
black as night and the wind and hail was 
terrific. 


After the storm had passed Mr. Ernst 
proceeded along the highway, observing 
two persons who had been killed in the 
disaster and others who had been injured. 
He proceeded to Rising City where he as- 
sisted Mrs. VanMatre in calling the area 
and district offices and other points and 
then returned to the scene of the storm 
to help clear wires and debris from te 
main highway. Resuming his journey 
to Syracuse, he entered Seward just as 
a tremendous wind and hail storm struck 
in that vicinity and deciding he had 
battled the elements enough for one after- 
noon, he put up for the night. 

Mrs. VanMatre was high in her praise 
for Mr. Ernst’s assistance as she was for 
the help given by her relief operator, Miss 
Arlene Hunsche, who aided her in many 
ways during the emergency. 

According to Mrs. VanMatre’s account 


(Continued on page 11) 


(1 and 2) T~wo-sons of A. E. Lamkerson, Lincoln combinationman. are serving with Uncle Sam’s 
Navy. 1. A. E. Lamberson, SC 1/c Lawrence B. Lamberson and brother, Eugene. 2. Ensign Arthur 
E. Lamberson with daughter, Mary Joe. 3. SP (A) 1/c Robert C. Parsons, son of R. C. Parsons, 
Lincoln business office. 4. S/Sgt. Richard Keith, son of George B. Keith, installation foreman, 
Lincoln switchroom. 5. MM 2/c H. Claude Nowka, husband of Mrs. Helen Nowka, Hastings op- 


1 | = . ; us si erator. 6. A/c D. F. Bettenhausen, son of F. J. Bettenhausen, chief clerk, treasurer’s office, Lincoln. 


S/Segt. Arthur A. Danekas recently re- 
turned from eleven months of service with 
the Eighth Air Force in England for a 
thirty day furlough with his wife at Utica 
and his mother, Mrs. Leona Geseking, 
chief operator-cashier at Tamora. A waist 
gunner on a Liberator bomber, his initial 
flight against Berlin was the longest then 
recorded and drew official commendation 
from Lt. Gen. James H. Doolittle, then 
commanding the Eighth Air Force. He 
holds the air medal with four clusters. 


A/c Don F. Bettenhausen, son of F. J. 
Bettenhausen, chief clerk to the treasurer 
at Lincoln, entered the service in Sep- 
tember, 1944 in the Navy V-5 program. 
He took training at Monmouth College, 
Monmouth, Illinois and at present is tak- 
ing ground school training for Naval 
Aviation at St. Mary’s college in Cali- 
fornia. 


Awaiting leave to return home to his 
wife, Helen Nowka, Hastings operator, is 
H. Claude Nowka, a motor machinist 2/c 
with the Navy. Entering the service in 
December, 1943 he saw training at Far- 
ragut, Idaho, and Shoemaker, California 
before going overseas in February, 1944. 
He has had many exciting experiences as 
an engineer on a speedy P. T. Boat and 
has been stationed at New Caledonia, 
Bouganville and the Philippines. 


S/Set. Richard Keith, son of George 


Keith, installation foreman at Lincoln, 
has distinguished himself with service in 
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FAMILY 


SERVICE 


the tough 9th Armored Division which 
played a leading role in stopping the Ger’ 
mans during von Rundstedt’s offensive in 
the ‘Battle of the Bulge.” 


S/Sgt Keith, who was a platoon lead- 
er, didn’t lose a man or a tank in his 
numerous encounters with the enemy and 
in recognition thereof received this cita- 
tion from his commanding officer, Colonel 
J. T. Roberts: “I wish to commend 
S/Sgt. Richard O. Keith for his excellent 
command and meritorious service as Pla- 
toon Leader during the period April 9- 
May 10 during which time he was at- 
tached to the 9th Armored Division 
Trains. At no time during this period 
did S/Sgt. Keith have a tank fall out on 
the drive across Germany in spite of the 
fact that close 2nd echelon 
tank maintenance was not 
available. This could only 
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be done by a well organized and dis- 
ciplined unit and reflects the high state 
of training and leadership of S/Sgt. 
Richard O. Keith.” | 


“Dick” is now located near Hofe, Ger- 
many with the Third Army and will go 
to England soon for a short period of 
training. He expects to get back to the 
United States some time this fall. 


A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln combination- 
man, has two sons serving their country 
with the U. S. Navy. Both were re- 
cently promoted with Lawrence holding 
the rating of SC 1/ce and Arthur recently 
receiving his commission of Ensign. Law- 
rence entered the service in January, 
1941 and was at Pearl Harbor at the time 


(Continued on page 10) 


ator-cashier at McCool Junction, taken during a period of relaxation on 

: as poses beside his ship, the Cherokee Chopper, during anti-submarine patro 
eoeeanane a cue ee ne ag ce. Wescline, eramora chief operator-cashier. (Right) Cpl. Clarence W. Barth, husband of 
Mrs. Shirley Barth, Hastings operator, is pictured atop the ladder making adjustments on a bomber ‘Somewhere in England” just prior 


(Left) Sgt. Nelson Ronne, son of Mrs. Ida Ronne, chief opet 


to “D-Day.” Capt. Stacy and Sgt. C. E. Hill converse below. 
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Pioneers Elect Officers and Directors 


J. H. Hartley 
President 


Jay Pugsley 
Vice-president 


H. W. Wheeler 
Director 


Roy Cleveland 
Director 


STATEWIDE election con- 

ducted by mail last month by 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Pioneer Telephone As- 
sociation resulted in the election of 
Joe H. Hartley as president, Jay 
Pugsley as vice-president, Lula 
Kloepper as secretary and O. L, 
Sturtevant was re-elected as treas- 
urer. The election ordinarily is an 
event at the annual meeting of the 
Chapter, however, this year it was 
not possible to hold either the annual 
meeting or banquet because of war- 
time restrictions. Merle M. Hale re- 
tires after a progressive year as presi- 
dent and the posts of vice-president 
and secretary were held last year 
by Mr. Hartley and Mina Jorgen- 


O. L. Sturtevant 
Treasurer 


Lula Kloepper 
Secretary 


sen, respectively. All officers are 
employees at Lincoln. 

Elected as directors for three year 
terms were Roy Cleveland and H. 
W. Wheeler, both of Lincoln. Di- 
rectors holding unexpired terms are 
John Spady of Hastings, Vern 
Campbell of David City, and Myrtle 
Hiner and Elsie Anderson both of 
Lincoln. 

Initial meetings of the executive 
groups have resulted in the forma- 
tion of preliminary plans and ideas 
for the coming year’s activities which 
promise to hold much of interest and 
merit for the members. Details of 
these planned activities will be pro- 
mulgated in next month's “News” 
following the appointment of a 
working structure of committee 
chairmen and members. 

The Chapter entered its fifth year 
last June, having been organized in 
1941 at the home of Frank H. Woods 
in Lincoln. It has been most success- 
ful from the start and has consistent- 
ly provided an enjoyable affiliation 
and worthwhile program for its 
members. A further increase in mem- 
bers was recorded for the past year 
with the roll now standing at 343. 


Bell Laboratories to 


Double its Size 
SUBSTANTIAL increase in the 


Bell System’s laboratories will be 
made as soon as war restrictions per- 
mit, according to a statement by Dr. 
Oliver E. Buckley, president of Bell 
Telephone Laboratories. The Labora- 
tories building at Murray Hill, New 
Jersey, which now house over 1,000 
people, will be approximately dou- 
bled in size. 


York Picnic 


Big Success 
By MAXINE MERADITH 

HIS all happened at York last 

month a picnic that included the 
whole gang. Operators, Plant men, 
Commercial Office force and some 
outside telephone employees that we 
were very happy to have along. 
Those outside fellows that helped to 
make it a success were “Doc” 


Wilson, Don Aydelott and “Babe” 
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Combs and his gang. “Chef” 
Aydelott saved the day when he vol- 
unteered to shred lettuce for salad 
with his lily white hands. His in- 
spection of the grease job on #208 
earlier in the afternoon helped solve 
the salad dressing shortage and yet 
the salad was all eaten. “Doc” 
Wilson poured tea and after the 
third round he was hoping every- 
one had enough, cause gosh, they 
would have to make some more. 
Then we ali promptly poured our 
glasses under the table and asked for 
more, its not often you see “Doc” 
make tea. 

Lela Watson had a clucking good 
time beside “Doc Wilson and across 
the table from Roy Rogers. Roy 
survived the evening but next morn- 
ing was heard crowing at the test- 
board. Ruth Swanson got around 
and I mean all the way ... round 
the chicken of course. Eleanor 
Buller, Marian Boyle, and Jean Harter 
devoured most of the potato salad 
while Alice McCartney, Artis Bowen 
and Aridean Rhoades did justice to 
the baked beans or at least we were 
always passing them down that way. 

Three little chickadees from the 
operating department enlightened 
the evening, after finishing eating, 
with some close harmony. Alice 
Talbot, Nyla and Ardith Peters, the 
girl’s voices and the baritone Bob 
Tucker who hit low G more than 
once and with such volume nearly 
raised everyone off the picnic table. 
Oh yes, our evening wasn’t complete 
because Claude Helm hadn’t taken 
off his shoes but he favored us in- 
stead by singing the Missouri Waltz. 


Claims Paid by 
Benefit Association 
TAIRST reports of claims paid under 


the new dependent program of 
the Telephone Employee Mutual 
Benefit Association show that the 
first beneficiaries were Mrs. Elmer 
Neujahr, Wahoo, $152.25; Miss 
Nance Wait, Hastings, $39.75; and 
Barbara Jean Smith, Lincoln, $38.75. 
Benefits to primary members were: 
l‘ariorie Whiting, Lincoln, $57.50: 
Clyde Burge, Beatrice, $120.10; 
Lois Penton, Lincoln, $153.00; and 
Marvie L. Lundwall, Lincoln, $42.00. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


Marian Wied- 
erspan of the 
Lincoln Account- 
ing Department 
became the bride 
of Pfc. William 
Robert Engler of 
Lincoln, July 17 
at Spokane, 
Washington. 
Mrs. Engler has resigned her position 
to be with her husband until he 
leaves for overseas. 
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Phyllis Glock of the Lincoln Ac- 
counting Department and S/Sgt.. 
Waldon Walls of Meadville, Penn- 
sylvania were married June 30 at 
Rising City. S/Sgt. Walls has just 
returned from 10 months overseas 
duty and the couple are spending his 
30 day furlough in Meadville, Penn- 
sylvania. 
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The marriage of Alethea Lewis of 
the Osceola Traffic Department and 
Earl Fensler of Eureka, California, 
took place July 3 at Greenwood. The 
couple will make their home in 
Eureka where Mr. Fensler is em- 
ployed by the railroad. 

e@ @ 

Mayetta Hillgren, clerk in the 
Geneva commercial office, and Petty 
Officer 3/C Marlin Domeier were 
married July 16 at Belleville, Kansas. 
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On July 27, Carlean Bartling of 
the Hebron Traffic Department and 
Ernst Kassebaum were united in 
marriage by Rev. O. F. Reeg at the 
Lutheran Church in Hebron. The 
couple are residing in Hebron. 
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Margorie E. Gess of the Nebraska 
City Traffic Department became the 
bride of Vernon Hughes, MOMM 
2/C, June 2 in Damascus, Va. The 
couple will reside in Williamsburg, 
Va., where the groom is stationed. 
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Betty Schleiger, operator at Has- 
tings, and Sgt. Robert Hager, for- 
merly stationed at the Harvard Air- 
field Base Signal Office, were mar- 
ried July 6 at Smith Center, Kansas. 
The couple left July 7 for Philadel- 


phia, Pa., where the Sgt. is stationed. 
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Elaine Hoffman of the Nebraska 
City Traffic Department and S$ 1/C 
LeRoy Pummel of Avoca were 
united in marriage July 14 at the 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Kansas 
City, Mo. S 1/C Pummel is sta- 
tioned in San Francisco, where the 
couple will reside. 
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Lela Forbes of the Lincoln Service 
Department became the bride of 
Eli Smith June 11 at Marysville, 
Kansas. The couple are residing on 
a farm near Roca. 
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Verna Bartels of the Lincoln Traf- 
fice Department became the bride of 
Cpl. Dick Brinkman of Palmyra on 
July 17. The ceremony was per- 
formed at St. Peters Lutheran 
Church in Elk Creek. 
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Frieda Eurich of the Friend Trat- 
fic Department and Cpl. Anton 
Keller of Crete were united in mar- 
riage July 19 at the First Congrega- 
tional Church in Friend. Mrs. Keller 
will continue her work while her 
husband reports to his station at 
Camp Crowder, Mo. 
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Colette Jokerst of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department became the 
bride of Cpl. DuBose Hartley of 
South Carolina, July 4. The cere- 
mony took place in the St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in York, with 
Father Trauch officiating. Mrs. 
Hartley accompanied her husband to 
Hondo, Texas where they will reside. 


“Journey's End’ 
MRS. FRANCES JANDA, mother 
of Rose Janda of the Plattsmouth 
Traffic Department passed away 


Wednesday, July 11. Funeral 
services were held at the Holy 


Rosary Church in Plattsmouth on 
Friday, July 13. 

DAVID SCHMIDT, father of 
Louise Schmidt, Evening Chief 
Operator at Beatrice died July 30 
at his home in Beatrice at the age 
of 96. Funeral services were held 
at the Bergmeyer Funeral Home in 


Beatrice. 
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Mandane Reid Second 
Suggestion Winner 


ANDANE D. Reid, cashier of 

Fairbury, last month became the 
second employee to receive an 
award in the new employees’ su%- 
cestion plan. Her 
idea had to do 
with the arrange- 
ment of copies 
of the work or- 
der form, L. T. 
50, in order to 
provide greater 
legibility of cop- 
ies for the Traf- 
fic Department. 
This copy here- 
tofore had-been the fifth copy and 
occasional difficulty was experienced 
in the important operation of treat- 
ing “information” and other traffic 


Mandane Reid 


records. 

According to Guy O. Seaton, 
chairman of the suggestion commit- 
tee, the suggestions continue to 
come in from all areas in a manner 
which definitely indicate the inter- 
est of employees in the new plan. 
Several new ideas are now under 
further study and consideration by 
the committee and it is believed that 
the thoughts and suggestions ex- 
pressed will result in worthwhile 
benefits for both the employees and 
the Company. 


Additions For 
Employees’ Library 
HOSE who like to curl up on the 


favorite easy chair for the eve- 
ning with a good book will be 
pleased to learn that plans for the ex- 
tension of selections in the em: 
ployees’ library are being made. The 
library is located in Room 219 of the 
General Office Building at Lincoln 
and is conducted as part of the activi 
ties of the Personnel Department. 
All employees are welcome to avail 
themselves of its facilities and to of- 
fer ideas as to the type of reading 
they prefer or other helpful sugges 
tions. The names of new volumes 
and their authors will be announced 
in the “News” as they become avail: 


able. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


C. G. Hedstrom 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Forty-Two Years 
B. R. Overcash, Lincoln. 
Forty-One Years 
C. H. Liebhart, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Seven Years 
C. J. Olson, Osceola. 


Thirty-Six Years 
Vernon Campbell, David City; J. A. 
Dobbs, Lincoln; Chris Haberman, Seward; 
Effie Smith, Tecumseh. 


Thirty-Five Years 
C. G. Hedstrom, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
F. W. Walter, Beatrice. 


Thirty-One Years 
Ernest Wedgwood, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Wm. L. Eckles, Plattsmouth: Herbert 
E. Jenkins, W. H. Spurlock, Lincoin. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Wm. A. Letellier, Nebraska City; H. C. 
Smith, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


E. L. Martin, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Frank Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Superior: 
Hattie Marquardt, York. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Carolina Iwohn, Clatonia; G.W. Jahn, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Rose Frankhauser, Humboldt: L. H. 


Pierce, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
Edna Calvin, Wahoo. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Wm. L. Mouden, Osceola. 


| Twenty-One Years 
N. Mae Hunt, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
Ruth Koukal, Plattsmouth: G. O. Sea- 
ton, B. J. Sievers, Lincoln; Vey Warren, 
Beatrice. 
Eighteen Years 
Elsa Hornbeck, Louisville: L. W. Neff, 
Lincoln; R. J. Weis, Geneva. 


Seventeen Years 
Mayme Carroll, Shelby; R. J. Connors, 
Nebraska City; C. E. Hedstrom, Wm. R. 
Knee, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
F. N. Nave, Fairbury; Marjorie Whit- 
ing, Lincoln. 


Carolina Iwohn 
Ciatonia 
25 Years 


G. W. Jahn 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Fifteen Years 
Grace E. Brooks, Auburn. 


Fourteen Years 


Hotilda Eurich, Friend. 


Twelve Years 
Wilma Grupe, Beatrice: Clara Van- 
Matre, Rising City. 
Ten Years 
Della Wilcox, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 
Viola Carlson, Superior; G. T. Hender- 
son, Military Leave; Margaret Holka, 
Ceresco. 
Seven Years 
Margaret Micloski, Lincoln. 


Five Years 
Olga Pehrson, Weeping Water. 


Family Service Album 
(Continued from page 7) 


of the treacherous Jap attack. He has 
engaged in several major naval battles and 
was wounded by a direct hit on the deck 
of his ship in the Battle of Guam. Re- 
turning home after 23 months of service 
he enjoyed a leave about one year ago 
and has now returned to Pacific duty in 
landing craft operations. Arthur, an “old 
salt” with 9 years of service back of him, 
is engaged in the dangerous but vital busi- 
ness of operating one of Uncle Sam’s 
new submarines, the Hammerhead. Prior 
to this assignment he was on the sub- 
marine Sea Wolf for four years and par- 
ticipated in four major sea battles besides 
scourging the Jap shipping lanes to 
Tokyo. His ship and crew were recent- 
ly featured in an article in “Look” maga- 
zine for the dangerous and daring exploit 
of entering Java Harbor and lying in 
wait until two Jap transports were loaded 
with men and then sinking both when 
they were on their way out to the open 
sea. The tide was running out causing 
a strong seaward current and it is doubt- 
ful if any of the Nip warriors found it 
possible to breast the stream and return 
to terra firma. 

Sgt. Nelson P. Ronne, son of Mrs. Ida 
B. Ronne, chief operator-cashier at Mc- 
Cool Junction, recently transferred from 
New Caledonia to the Philippines al- 
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Myrtle Hiner ‘ Grace. E. Brooks 
Lincoln Auburn 
20 Years 15 Years 


though his exact station is not known. He 
has seen service as a special typist clerk 
since his entry in the service in August, 
1943. 


Sp (A) 1/c Robert C. Parsons, son of 
R. C. Parsons of the Lincoln business of- 
fice, needs no introduction to followers 
of Cornhusker athletics. He was a star 
performer on the University basketball 
team during his term in school and is 
following this activity with the navy di- 
recting athletic activities at Camp Endi- 
cott at Davisville, R. I. Until recently 
he was associated with Bernie Masterson, 
famed Cornhusker quarterback in years 
past. 


Mrs. Shirley Barth, Hastings operator, 
is eagerly awaiting the return of her hus- 
band, Cpl. Clarence W. Barth, from duty 
in France. Holder of the Presidential 
Citation and seven campaign stars, he was 
a mechanic and chief clerk.with the 9th 
Air Force in England and France and 
holds eighty-five points to his credit. He 
entered the service in October, 1942 and 
is at present stationed at Camp New York, 
France. 


Blessed Events’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan C. Haith of 
Seward announce the birth or a poy, 
Lowell Edwin, July 21 at Seward. 
Mr. Haith is a member of the Seward 


Plant Department. 


eo @ 
F.C. 1/c and Mrs. Charles E. Con- 


nors announce the arrival of an 8 lb. 
15 oz. son. Michael Charles, July 11 
at Wallingford, Connecticut. Charles 
is a Construction Department em- 
ployee on military leave of absence 
and was recently transferred to the 
Pacific after serving 30 months on 
the Atlantic. Mrs. Connors is the 
former Wanda Wilhelms of Bruning. 
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Tornado Disrupts 


Communications 

(Continued from page 6) 
the tornado struck shortly after 7:00 P. M. 
and was accompanied by a thunderous 
roar and violent wind and hail. Her first 
intimation of a disaster was a call from the 
local cafe operator who informed her that 
several persons had been killed or in- 
jured in the storm and requested that she 
summon doctors and ambulances. 

She had observed the local doctor pass 
by the office a short time before and 
stop at the home of his son-in-law a few 
blocks away. The home was recently oc- 
cupied and the installation of a telephone 
had not been completed because of the 


instrument shortage, however, Mrs. Van- 


Matre called a neighbor who braved the 
wind and hail to notify the doctor. She 
also called medical and ambulance services 
at David City, Brainard and Osceola, us- 
ing a circuitous route to reach the latter 
point. Officers of the law and _ local 
authorities also were notified. 

Although the storm did not strike di- 
rectly in Rising City, the community suf- 
fered severe damage from wind, hail and 
lightning. Many telephones were out of 
service and a house only one block away 
from the central office was set afire by a 
bolt of lightning. 

As an acknowledgment of appreciation 
and commendation, Mrs. VanMatre re- 
ceived the following letter from District 
Manager John A. McKinzie: 

“The manner in which the increased 
traffic burden caused by the storm on July 
4 was handled at Rising City, prompts an 
expression of appreciation to you and 
your helpers for an outstanding perform- 
ance handled under unfavorable condi- 
tions. 

“IT personally received a number of 
compliments from customers on the man- 
ner in which their calls were handled 
during the emergency. 

“Our General Traffic and General 
Commercial Superintendents join with me 
in this commendation.” 

All employees who took part during 
the emergency and assisted in the subse- 
quent work of restoration of service con- 
ducted themselves in a manner commen- 
surate with the highest traditions of the 
telephone industry and are eminently 
worthy of praise and commendation. 


Hebron Party 

(Continued from page 3) 
and Bonnie Brittenham. District 
Manager L. P. Young was accom- 
panied by D. C. Wilson, Ralph Wait 
and Betty Hager and the Lincoln 
group consisted of Guy Seaton, 
George Hansen, Lt. Leslie G. Han- 
sen, J. S. Jackson, Joe Hartley, Mrs. 
Marie Jackson and A. B. Gorman. 
Mrs. Jackson in addition to her role 
as soloist of the evening also repre- 
sented the General Traffic Depart- 
ment which led the Lincoln inter- 
departmental race with 308%. 

The performance during the 
Seventh War Loan for employees as 
a whole was magnificent. A total 
of $106,354.25 was invested in war 
bonds which equaled 172% of the 
quota set for employees by the U. 5S. 
Treasury Department. In the words 
of Guy Seaton, chairman of the war 
bond campaign, “What you have 
done in this War Bond Drive can- 
not help but warm the hearts and 
raise the morale of our fellow em- 
ployees, as well as those sons, daugh- 
ters, husbands, and sweethearts who 
are in the armed services, and as they 
vive of themselves far beyond their 
line of duty, so too have you ex- 
ceeded by a substantial margin that 
which was set up as a goal for you in 
the ‘Battle of Bonds’ on the home 
front. Yours should be the inward 
satisfaction of having lived up to 
your full responsibility.” 


Hastings Completed Calls 
Hit All Time Peak 


ULY 31 marked an unusually busy 

day in the Hastings Traffic De- 
partment where rush days have be- 
come more or less a matter of rou- 
tine. A total of 1007 calls were com- 
pleted throuvh the Hastings boards 
which also handle a number of tri- 
butary points in addition to Has: 
tings. This compares with an av 
erage completed per day for the 
past few months of about 775, ac- 
cording to Miss Melba Richards, 
Hastings chief operator. 

The tremendous blast at the Has- 
tings Naval Ammunition Depot last 
September 15 brought in 1200 of- 
fered calls, however, less than 1000 
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George Burt Back 


From Pacific 
WE are happy to welcome Cpl. 
George L. Burt of the Marines 
back on the job in the Construc- 
tion Department following his serv: 
ice against our 
Nip enemies in 
the> <P aca Pic, 
George resigned 
to enlist with 
the “Leather 
necks” in July 
1942 and follow- 
ing training at 
San Diego was 
Za), sentoverseas 
early in 1943 
when he received 
further training in radar at New 
Caledonia. 

He engaged in landings at Bou- 
gainville Island and was stationed 
on Puruata Island just off the coast 
where the Marines made their prin- 
cipal landings. Puruata is a mere dot 
of land in the vast Pacific but was 
of extreme importance because it 
constituted a base of supply and 
operations for the Boygainville in- 
vasion. Consequently it received 
considerable attention from Jap 
bombers and came to be known as 
“The Bullseye.” | 

George, who hails from Creightan, 
is now engaged as a cable splicer’s 
helper and is working with Vaughn 
Baum in cable work. Although 
happy to be back at his telephone 
career (he says he never entertained 
any other thought while he was 
away) he still regrets that he will 
not be with his old outfit when the 
“orand finale” takes place. 


George Burt 


—_—— 


were completed and, as a matter of 
comparison, last Christmas 966 were 
offered and 607 completed. The lat- 
ter situation, of course, was at- 
tributed to the longer holding time 
on Holiday calls together with the 
extended delays caused by circuit 
congestion throughout the country. 

July 31 was an ordinary business 
day with nothing unusual in the 
way of emergencies to cause the 
upward surge. It was noted, how- 
ever, that many sequence grain lists 
were handled. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
Beaver Crossing 


We have a new operator, Ethel Allison. 
Good luck to you, Ethel. ... We were 
very happy to have Miss Seymour who 
worked with us after the recent tor- 
nado. Our thanks and appreciation goes 
to you, Miss Seymour, for helping us 
so diligently. 


David City 


More vacations! Ruby Muller is taking 
her two weeks off and spending some 
time in Marshalltown, Iowa, and part of 
it at home. What’s the attraction in Iowa, 
Ruby? No more horses, is it? ... Pfe. 
Moreane Alldritt from Washington, D. C., 
spent a few days in David City with her 
former fellow operators, You sure look 
good to us, Moreane. ... The Navy has 
landed and accomplished its mission 
again. How about it, Jean? And that isn‘t 
all, because I believe you were the re- 
cipient of a ring for that third finger, 
left hand. Congratulations, Jean Vy- 
biral. . . . “And you should have seen 
the one that got away!’’ Though this is 
the usual line of talk, our Area Man- 
ager, Vern Campbell, very flatly stated 
that the fishing was perfect. Even though 
he got pretty well soaked by Minnesota 
dew on his vacation, he was very thrilled 
with his excellent catch. . .. Ben Doce- 
kal, plant, is also on his vacation and is 
spending it up at Crete fishing. Oh, for 
the life of a fisherman! And please don’t 
tell any of those “you should have seen 
the one that got away” stories, because 
we are used to hearing good luck stories, 
especially after Vern’s trip. ... Andy 
Holt is on double duty this week and 
next, since the janitor has been on his 
vacation. He has now been promoted to 
acting assistant in charge of assistant 
janitors. And just see that you keep the 
place clean too, Andy. 


Louisville 


Miriam Carter spent the week-end of 
July i4 at Greenwood visiting her folks. 


Milford 


We have a new addition to our “push 
pluggers,’’ Velma Williams. Good luck to 
you, Williams. . . . We are going to lose 
an operator soon, who is going to be 
transferred to Lincoln. None other than 
Phyllis Stahley. Happy landing in your 
new adventure, ‘“Phil’’! 


Nebraska City 


It seems as though someone is either 
coming from or going on vacations. Re- 
turning from vacations are Eunice Se- 
gelke who spent her vacation in Utah 
visiting her husband. Maxine Meyers 
tells us she spent her vacation at home 
and visiting friends. Elaine Hoffman 
wanted to be different, during her va- 
cation she changed from Miss to Mrs. 
Congratulations, Elaine. Miriam Haase 
accompanied the couple to Kansas City, 
Kansas, where they were married. ; 
Imo Hurlburt and Josie Shoemaker started 
on their vacations this week. Imo is spend- 
ing her vacation in Denver, Colorado. 
The fact that there are a few army 
camps near there has nothing whatso- 
ever to do with it, has it Imo, or has 


it? . . . Jeanne Bray attended her 
brother’s wedding which took place July 
17. ... A recent visitor here was Mrs. 


Ted Lair (Rita Simunaci) who was a for- 
mer employee. Mary Bartyzelle is 
our new toll instructor and Milderd 
Brand, our new toll student. Speaking 
-* etidents reminds us of our two new 


girls, Betty Moyer and Mary Stringham. 
Good luck to all of you girls. . .. Mrs. 
Bohlen, our night operator, who has been 
off sick for quite some time, will not re- 
turn as expected; she has resigned be- 
cause of her health. 


Plattsmouth 


Agnes Uhlik, traffic department, spent 
part of her vacation at home resting and 
visiting friends in Omaha... . Hilda 
Johanns, Chief Operator, entertained 
19 guests Tuesday evening, July 11, 
in a party and open -house. Prizes 
were given to various winners in games. 
Refreshments were served by the hostess. 
Mrs, Johanns received several gifts. Those 
present were the telephone operators and 
Mrs. W. L. Eckles, Mrs. Joe Abrams, Mrs. 
R. C. Humiston, Mrs. Georgia Tartsch, 
Mrs. Thelma Tritsch, Mrs. Ann Stoll, Mrs. 
John Schutz and Mrs. C. J. Rhylander. 

. Helen Ledgway is spending her va- 
cation at home and at the same time is 
entertaining her nephew Donald Snyder, 
S 1/C and his buddy, PM 2/C Walter Don- 
ahue, who are home for 21 days. 


Seward 


About all the news reporter can say 
this time is ‘“‘We’re about washed and 
hailed out around Seward way.” And 
that’s the truth. Martha Merz re- 
turned from her vacation and now is 
resuming her work as “‘Ass’t C.O.”. By 
her looks she had a swell time. ... Ber- 
niece Mueller, Martha Merz and Helen 
Greiner enjoyed a fishing and picnic out- 
ing at the latter’s farm home on Mon- 
Gay, July 16. After fishing, a picnic lunch 
of spring chicken and the ‘“fixings’’ were 
enjoyed. A swell time was had by just 
“we three’, Yours truly, Helen Greiner, 
is a vacationist on the list this month. 
One week will be spent at home and the 
next week visiting relatives and friends 
in Lincoln. . . . Willa Robbins is ‘a little 
on the lonely side,’ since her ‘heart 
throb’’ was shipped to Mississippi. Keep 
your chin up, Willa. 

Utica 

We are sorry to lose Dorothy Luth, who 
resigned on June 17. She intends to go 
on to school. . , . We have a new opera- 
tor, Ferne Hougland. Good luck to you. 
. . . Miss Watson starts her vacation July 
19. Have a good time, Vera. 


Wahoo 


Those enjoying vacations from Wahoo 
office were Edna Calvin, night operator, 
who spent the first two weeks of July 
at home getting caught up on _ sleep. 

Ethel Daharsh, assistant chief op- 
erator, started her vacation July 16, and 
will also stay at home. She expects to 
play a lot of golf so we look forward to 
producing a new lady golf champion in 
the near future, ... E. L. Dorland, our 
hard working and active manager, left 
for Goodland, Kansas, July 15, where he 
expects to pitch wheat bundles for two 
weeks. Look out, folks, ‘‘Eddie seldom 
looks where he throws and sometimes 
sets fire to wheat fields.””’ Homer Olsen, 
troubleman, is also on the harvesting gang 
and helping relatives at Valparaiso the 
latter part of July. ... The women em- 
ployees enjoyed a fried chicken supper, 
July 1, at City Park. Vivian Croshaw cele- 
brated her birthday which, by the way, 
was past her sixteenth. . A new stu- 
dent to our operating force is Kathryne 
Miller and we welcome her... ., We are 
happy to report almost complete recov- 
ery of Mrs. Elmer Neujahr, wife of El- 
mer, who spent three weeks in an Omaha 
hospital and is recuperating nicely at her 
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home. . . . Welcome visitors July 2, were 
Mr. and Mrs. James Gilchrist, now living 
at Boulder, Colorado. The mountain air 
seems to agree with both of them as they 
are looking fine and we were happy to 
see them. Come again, folks. . . .°The 
Wahoo building has just undergone a com- 
plete interior decorating, which is being 
very much enjoyed and appreciated. 


Weeping Water 
R. H. Gray started his vacation July 


17, and is just resting at home. ... Olga 
Pehrson is spending her vacation at 
Omaha. . .. Jim Howland and family 


spent Sunday, July 15, in Hastings. . : 
Iva Cleary caught her right hand and arm 
in a washing machine ringer and frac- 
tured some bones in her wrist and hand. 
She is off duty and will be for some time 
before she will be able to work. She is 
getiing along very nicely at the present 
time. 


General Offices 


Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 

Everyone in the General Offices was 
very glad to see Mina Jorgensen back 
in the fold again after a very extended 
illness. . . . It seems it’s vacation time 
again from the way the vacant chairs 
have been staring us in the face. Mr. 
Lawson spent his vacation resting up at 
home. The City Golf Tournament claimed 
Mr, Gorman’s vacation time and he came 
back a winner, with an enviable suntan 
and a $25.00 war bond to prove it. Mr. 
Jackson also took a couple of days off 
for this event. ... Miss Kloepper went to 
Sidney for two weeks to visit her sister. 
... The extra gleam in Joy Smith’s eye, 
might be caused by the birth of a nephew, 
born July 21 at Seward. His father is 
Ivan Haith of the Seward Plant De- 
partment. . . . Anyone planning on can- 
ning this year should ask Mr. Hartley 
about his special method. After staying 
up until one in the morning helping his 
wife can beans, he put them on to cook 
and set the alarm for four o’clock to turn 
them off. Waking up at four, his mind 
was a total blank as to why the early 
rising, so he smoked a cigarette and went 
back to bed. At six o’clock he woke up 
with a start and remembered the beans. 
No, they weren’t burned to a crisp, but 
they had just about one-eighth inch of 
water on them and were very, very done. 
; . Bernice Iwohn’s brother is back in 
the States on a thirty day delay enroute 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, so she 
has been dividing her time between Cla- 
tonia, her home, and Lincoln. 


LincenIn Departments 


Accouusing and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor 


A couple of weeks ago the stronger sex 
in our department decided to ciean house, 
so they began by cleaning the vault. It 
seems kind of nice to be able to see the 
wall at the far end doesn’t it? A refuse 
pile was made at the end of ‘“Ginny’s” 
desk, much to her dislike and after com- 
plaining about it, Mr. Sievers stated that 
since he wasn’t a janitor he could not 
clean it up, but he did get big hearted 
and manage to work up enough energy 
to turn the waste paper basket upside 
down and cover it up, which was very 
‘white’ of you Mr, Sievers. ... July seems 
to be the month for throwing rice and 
dragging out old shoes (If you have any). 
Marian Wiederspan made a trip to Wash- 
ington to visit her fiance on her vacation 
and, as heard, will return Mrs. Robert 


Engler. Congratulations Marian and lots 
of luck. . . . Eunice Zehr passed the 
eandy for Phyllis Glock Walls whose mar- 
riage was an event of June 30th. Phyllis 
left the services of the company and is 
now residing in Pennsylvania, which 1s 
the home of her husband... . It’s un- 
derstood that ‘‘Rural Rythmn Ross’s” wife 
is quite an artistic painter, but she doesn't 
seem to have passed any of her technique 
on to “Our Boy.” "Twas heard he is a 
little careless with the paint, or was there 
another reason for having to paint your 
front porch white and cutting down half 
of one of your trees, Bob? You know you 
just don’t move ladders when you have 
buckets of paint hanging on them. (Note: 
Yours truly has really been getting the 
cold shoulder from “Bobby,” because of 
the ‘“‘Puns’” she’s been sending his way. 
After reading this you will probably be 
able to chip ice off of that brawny shoul- 
der.). . . . We want to welcome to our 
department, Esther Michel, who is working 
in the north room. Esther was transferred 
here from the Traffic Dept. ... If you 
want any moving done just call on 
“MUSCLES Largent.’’ It’s nothing to see 


her strolling through the office carrying ~ 


a typewriter or some heavy machine. We 
like the flowers Grace Hauschild’s gentle- 
man friend has been bringing her. They 
really brighten up the office. We mean 
the flowers of course. Vacationers 
this month are Gloria Zier, Lois Penton, 
Georgeann Manifold, Beryl Proudfit, and 
Fern Burns who stayed in Lincoln and 
just rested up. Kathyrn Dougherty spent 
her vacation in Sutton and Hastings, 
Nebr. visiting relations. Carl Ahl worked 
on his sister’s farm during his vacation, 
he stated, rubbing his caloused hands to- 
gether. I. J. Devoe stayed home on his 
vacation also, getting acquainted with his 
new daughter-in-law no doubt. Eunice 
Carlson spent her vacation in her home 
town of Wausa, Nebr. “just eating and 
Sleeping.”’ Frances Koontz from the En- 
Zineering Dept. vacationed in Washing- 
ton and New York this year. While in 
Washington she got to see Eisenhower 
and witnessed the parade. ... Marie End- 
sley seems to have made a turn-about 
face. Marie went to California with in- 
tentions of staying, but 'tis guessed she 
just couldn’t stay away from us, so de- 
cided to return. Welcome back Marie. 
. . . Marie Vidlock and Elaine Bubak gave 
a bridal shower for Van Hausner who is 
to be married in August. Van will be 
leaving the services of the Company soon. 
We want to wish you lots of luck Van. 
2 - You have all surely heard the ex- 
pression “Oh My Aching Back” Dorothy 
Kold has certainly been making use of it, 
An appointment with a chiropractor is 
advised by “Dr. Yours Truly.”’ 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


The vacation season is now in full swing 
with ‘Deke’ Simpson, LeRoy Winscott, 
‘Swede’ Foster and Clyde Pierce all tak- 
ing a well earned rest... . T/5 Tom Roller 
was in to see us this week and to visit 
with John Hobson and the boys while he 
was home on furlough. He is still sta- 
tioned at Bowie, Texas. ... We are sorry 
to report that John Eisenbarth has been 
off work due to a sprained back. At this 
time however, John is able to do light 
work in the Repair Shop. . . . Conversion 
to dial work has most of our crews busy 
right now. ‘Swede’ Foster's crew is work- 
ing at Plymouth, George Hansen and crew 
are at Crab Orchard and Harry Moss is 
at Dewitt. John Hobson and ‘Brick’ Smith 
are busy with maintenance work around 
Lincoln while ‘Shag’ Eichenour’s crew are 
repairing the plant at Louisville. ‘Babe’ 
Combs and crew are working in and 
near Hastings. 


Local Commercial 
Lorraine Wolf, Associate Editor 


The L. Com’l office plugged along this 
month with several of our members oft 
on vacation. Dorothy Kehling, when she 
returned on the 26th, said she had done 
a little of most everything. This sounds 
as if she had a good time. . . . George 
Walroth and Harry Gore each took a week 
and crammed it full of golfing. We un- 
derstand George was defeated in the sec- 
ond round of the City Golf Tournament. 
Better luck next year, George. ... Mr. 
Gore, acting like a retired fire-horse that 
can’t stay away from fires, arrived at 
the usual time Monday morning July 16, 
and sat around for an hour or so before 
he realized he was on vacation. . 
Mavis Schiebinger is the new employee 
on counter work. She substituted for 
Dorothy while the latter was on vacation, 
but has now graduated to a desk of her 
own. .. . Angela Pauley started with us 
on July 30. She just graduated from high 
school, and we are very glad she decided 
to try her hand in the telephone business. 
: . During the first part of the month, 
any L, Com’] employee would have been 
very pleased with the answer to this one: 
How do you explain to a subscriber who 
arrives with a carefully addressed, empty 
envelope that we do not wish to com- 
municate with him at all; that it was all 
a big mistake? . Anyone wishing a 
little extra entertainment in the late af- 
ternoon should visit the business office 
when the paper boy comes through. The 
boy, though still in his early teens, shows 
all the earmarks of a first class wolf. He 
winks at the girls and gets them to “bite” 
on simple practical jokes like loaded 
matches. This Younger Generation! 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


July was a pretty good month to take 
vacations and quite a few took acvantage 
of the nice cool (?) days. ...C. H. Lieb- 
hart spent two weeks visiting friends and 
relatives in Aurora, Hastings and_ all 
points west. Roy Brendle spent a 
week “just loafing around.” He did do 
some paper hanging though, and that cer- 
tainly can’t be called “loafing.” .. .George 
Mann enjoyed a nice quiet rest when he 
took his vacation. G. E. Miller re- 
ports he spent one week living the or- 
dinary life of a family man, but we still 
don't know if that means loafing or 
working. . . . Milton Metcalf tried build- 
ing a fence around his house while on 
vacation but onlookers said it looked more 
like a snake had crawled along the 
ground, and “Met” followed its path in- 
stead of making it in a straight line like 
most fences are. .. . Mike Scanlon spent 
his vacation in Omaha with his daugh- 
ters. Mike didn’t miss the races either. 
Lady Luck was with him and he came 
back a few dollars richer. . . . Lydia 
Schnieder stayed at home and took life 
easy for two weeks. ... We have no re- 
ports on how Harry Knudson and Rex 
Winders are making out on their vaca- 
tions, but if they can manage to keep 
cool they'll do all right. ... Francis Dar- 
nold undertook the job of painting the 
entire house and his “Mrs.” says it looks 
swell. . . . Les Livingston is very quiet 
about his vacation, or maybe we didn’t 
snoop around enough. Anyhoo Les looks 
all rested up and full of wim and wigor. 
_.. Lyman Neff and wife spent their two 
weeks vacation in Oregon visiting their 
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Noye Aeschliman. .. . Lester Hutchinson 
spent his vacation in the harvest fields 
in Kansas. Well at least it was a change, 
wasn’t it Hutch? ... Dell and Mrs. Gil- 
more left the offspring for a few days and 
spent part of their vacation in Kansas 
City. Dell said the night life was very in- 
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teresting—could be. Norma Roeder 
spent a delightful vacation entertaining 
some ‘“‘Southbend chigger bites,” and a 
whirlwind trip to Emporia, Kansas. She 
also celebrated s.r hirthday and we hear 
that she received some -ary USEFUL 
gifts. . . . Another busy vacatione: .--.. 
Howard Smith. He tore down and rebuilt 
a garage on his newly acquired property. 
All went well until a 2 x 6 broke and 
Howard fell thru the roof onto the work 
bench and then head first to the floor: 
His shoulder is still a little sore. 

Earl Lawson missed out on his vacation 
trip to Flint, Michigan this year, because 
the relatives came here to see Lincoln. 
So Earl was kept busy playing host... . 
Quiet, peace loving “Doug” Perryman 
suddenly became the talk of the switch- 
room, just over a telephone call. Ever 
since 1942 when ‘Doug’ was transferred 
into the switchroom his fellow workers 
have gotten a big kick out of ribbing 
“Doug” about his bachelorhood and giv- 
ing him matrimonial advice. But “Doug”’ 
just laughed and said he could take it 
(News June 1945). Then one day the tables 
turned. Someone called ‘6’ Office and 
asked that Mr. Perryman call his wife. 
Everyone was dumbfounded when “Doug”’ 
nonchalantly called his residence. After 
the fellows got their eyes pulled back in, 
they began to fire questions. The answer 
—Yes, “Doug” is married, has been for 
two years. And no one knew it. Ha! Ha! 
Ha! Those switchmen really got fooled. 
: . The “grapevine” got ahold of an- 
other rumor about one of our “single 
guys” out at “6” Office. When you start 
hearing things about diamond rings and 
people taking their vacations at the same 
time, we get suspicious. How about it 
Mike? ... The Main switchroom has been 
getting all painted up and one would 
hardly recognize the place. It really does 
look super duper. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


We are sorry to learn of Bob Don- 
aldson’s back injury, but he is reported 
at home and doing fine. . . . Those taking 
vacations in the month of July include 
A. K. Robinson, Frank Condos, Ralph 
Culver, T. Nyden, J. L. Litzenberg, 
Charles Hansen, and Darleen Healey. 
Charles spent two weeks camping in Al- 
len Park, Colorado. Darleen is spending 
two weeks at home visiting with her sister 
from Florida, Florence Tatman re- 
cently returned from Rochester, Minn. 
where she had an examination at the 
Mayo Clinic. . . . Anne and Leona Pavel 
of the Supply Office have been spending 
their week ends helping their father In 
the fields near Staplehurst, Nebr. 

At this writing your associate editor’s 
husband just arrived from the Pacific 
where he participated in 5 major battles. 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


Oh me, summer has arrived and with it, 
the boys returning from overseas and the 
gals all agog. Should make interesting 
reading. Beth Schoenholz has been vaca- 
tioning getting reacquainted with her Mel- 
vin. .. . Ruth Johnson is starry eyed since 
Don returned. They are busy planning 
their wedding soon to take place. 
Agnes Kobza has resigned to be married 
the first part of August... .- Also Lor- 
ena Clark has left us and her wedding 
to Ensign Kenneth Johnson will be Au- 
gust 3... . Deloris Long is joining her 
husband in Alabama and Colette Hartley 
is going to Hondo, Texas, to be with her 


husband there. ... If we have missed 
anyone, we are sorry and will try and 
pick them up next time.... We are truly 


sorry to lose so many of our older girls 
and they will be sorely missed but can 


only wish them the best of luck and hap- 


piness. . . . We also lost Kathryn Martin. 


PBX operator who is going to become 


just a stay-at-home and kecv house for 
her huskand. we are having toll 


classes tv tie wholesale lot to try and 
sxeep up with the resignations, but so far 
we don’t seem to be able to win. ; 
Where, oh where is that 40 hour week? 
It is becoming quite a problem when the 
toll classes are graduated and then as- 
signed in the operating room. The sup- 
ervisors are in a dither all the time trying 
to put names with faces and saying to 
one another “Is that Miss on po- 
sition 10?” And then to be answered by, 
“IT haven’t the faintest idea, I don’t know 
her name either.” If the new employees 
will bear with us, we will all become 
acquainted in time. . The other day 
one of the older girls called us by means 
of the supervisor bell and very redfaced 
showed us a ticket she was trying to 
complete. It had been recorded by a stu- 
dent and was a collect call. In the called 
person space was the name “L. D. Eight.” 
To the girl’s embarassment, when she 
called information for the number it 
suddenly became clear to her that it 
should be a station to station call to the 
number LD 8. Such is the life of a tele- 
phone operator! . .. Another newsflash! 
, Just learned that Erma Dilworth’s 
Johnny has arrived in Missouri from over- 
seas and before this goes to press, he too, 
will probably be home... . Did you know 
Johnny went through all the battles of 
war and after V-E Day a piano fell on 
him and he suffered a broken jaw—it 
says here! Which proves all the casualties 
are not on the battlefield. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Friends and relatives in Stromsburg will 
remember July 1945 for some time, as 
Vivian Kinney spent her vacation there 
and Sterling Nelson also spent two weeks 
in Stromsburg. There’s some kind of a 
Saying about taking the bitter with the 
sweet, and we guess the Stromsburg resi- 
dents probably had a taste of that, al- 
though we guess one Nelson more or 
less shouldn’t make too much difference. 

. George Eggleston, Auburn Plant De- 
partment, has left for the armed services 
and rumor has it that Nelson was seen 
sewing a patch on the seat of his over- 
alls. . . . Thayer Morgan spent a pleas- 
ant weekend in Plattsmouth visiting her 
sister Mrs. Estelle Jenkins. 


Beatrice 


Tis’ a busy season with harvest and 
vacations but lend an ear to the goings 
on in the Beatrice traffic. Marion Walker 
and daughter visited Council Bluffs with 
relatives on her recent vacation. : 
Mrs. Stanley traveled to Vancouver, Wash- 
ington and had a wonderful time. F ; 
Joyce Johnson just did _“this and that” 
on her vacation, bet the home cooking in 
Diller was plenty good, huh, Joyce? ... 
Mrs. Elizabeth Cass said goodbye to the 
telephone gals and hello to her husband 
who returned recently from overseas and 
Rachel Owens has gone to New York to 
be with her “Joe.” ... Mary Ann Walker 
and Dorothy Summers are a welcome ad- 
dition to our force. While Pauline 
Portschy and Mary Hankins are learning 
all about toll. ... We are glad to report 
Mrs. Neugebauer is back with us after 
a long siege of illness. ... Hedwig Elms- 
hauser is absent on account of illness 
and has been missed, hope you'll soon be 
back with us, Hattie. . . . Mrs. Teda 
Meints has spent several weeks out on 
the farm helping with the harvest. ; 
Now excuse us please, there’s work to 
be done and we'll see you next month. 


Burchard 


Hattie Wilcox spent a day in Pawnee 
City, and also attended a birthday dinner 
July 4th at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herron in honor of Mr. Herron’s 86th 
birthday. 


Cook 


LaVerne Beasterfield went to Humboldt 
with friends June 24th to attend the an- 
nual fishing contest. Mary Estes spent 
her two weeks vacation at home. © 


Crab Orchard 


Jessie Bryson was a visitor in Tecumseh 
and Filley during the month, and Gladys 
Neugebauer spent a day in Beatrice. 


Dawson 


Esther West visited her sister, Mrs. 
Shenk, at Humboldt, July 19th. What no 
show, Esther? 


Dewitt 


Mrs. Lydia Seeman is spending a happy 
two weeks vacation in Colorado with her 
husband T/5 Paul Seeman. 

Fairbury 

Helen Holloway has returned from her 
vacation. . . . Mrs. Child is back from 
her vacation, she spent the time visiting 
in Lincoln. . . . Eileen Aubert helped out 
at the Hastings Exchange for a week. 
. . . Jack Caley spent his vacation helping 
with the harvest at Delphos, Kansas. .. 
J. C. Gear and family had a picnic and 
fishing trip June 29th, at the State Lakes. 
, Bill Bundy brought to the office 
an eight pound fish and watched the 
envious gleam in everyone’s eyes. Nice 
goin’, Bill. Miss Annabelle Stocker 
was transferred from the Traffic to take 
the place of Delores Hendricks, while she 
is on vacation. 


Friend 


Here we go again. During her vacation 
on the 19th of July Freda Eurich took a 
deep breath and said, “I do” and “I will” 
(that’s what it says here, but we doubt 
it—what church was this anyway.) Freda 
became the bride of Cpl. Anton Keller 
and will continue with her work here 
when her husband returns to San Fran- 
cisco where he is stationed. The best of 
luck, Freda. - Nona Brusnahan spent 
her vacation, which began July 9th, in 
Lincoln. . . . It is reported along with 
other vacation news that Miss Seymour 
spent the week of June 9th to 13th at 
Friend, so we just assumed she vaca- 
tioned there—eh Ann? 


Humboldt 


Mrs. Harbour has been enjoying a va- 
cation from her janitor duties the past 
few weeks. Its a good thing vacations 
don’t last longer than two weeks as 
George Damon and Ed Flowerday ran 
out of corners—to sweep the dirt into. 
They've been seriously considering the 
advantages of a Pentagon building, . 
Emma Lee King spent her two weeks 
vacation in Denver and had a good time; 
and after all, why not? Isn’t Camp Car- 
son someplace around Denver? Strange 
how these towns with nearby camps be- 
come popular vacation spots. . .. Viola 
Clough spent her vacation in Peace Valley, 
Mo., and Little Rock, Arkansas. Our report 
indicates she enjoyed visiting with her 
brother at the Army Air Base. Anyway 
our report does say ‘“‘her brother” but 
of course he could have a friend. : 
Just to be different Catherine Gillan is 
spending her vacation at home which is 
a good place to be in hot weather. 
Manager, Ed Flowerday has departed on 
his vacation and as far as we know was 
engaged in riotous living, as his des- 
tination was unknown—but then, Ed al- 
Ways was the noisy type. 
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‘ Johnson 


Irene Ray went to the big city of 
Omaha July 28th for a day’s shopping. 


sSteinauer 
Patty Schultz has returned to work 
after visiting several days in Fairbury 
and Beatrice. . Bridget Divis started 
her vacation July 15th, and visited in 
Wahoo, and South Dakota. 


Sterling 


Barbara Ann Benson and Ruth Probst 
were Lincoln visitors this month. 


Table Rock 


Violet Rottman, our night operator, was 
married June 24th to Bob Laun. They will 
make their home on a farm near Table 
Rock. Winifred Morrison is our new night 
operator. 

Tecumseh 


Goldie Thompson enjoyed a visit from 
Texas relatives recently and spent July 
the 4th in Atlantic, Iowa. ... Jerrie Mur- 
phy attended the marriage ceremony of 
Verna Bartels, who has been working in 
the Lincoln Traffic Department, to Cpl. 
Dick Brinkman at Elk Creek on July 17th, 
and while we are on the subject of mar- 
riage it looks like another one approach- 
ing since Sgt. Ed Pepperl returned home 
on a furlough Josephine Conradt is wear- 
ing a diamond. ... We are sorry to lose 
Nora Marie Morrissey, former student 
operator who is now a secretary at the 
Jerpe Commission Company, but we are 
happy to welcome Ray Johnson as an 
employee in the Plant Department. : 
Visits and vacations this time include a 
two week vacation spent by the Fowlers 
in Oklahoma, a two week vacation en- 
joyed by Clara Costello but we don’t 
know where and visits by Nora Marie 
Morrissey to Lincoln June 25th, a visit 
to Syracuse on July fourth by Jerrie 
Murphy and a visit from Clyde Ragon 
of Omaha was happily received by his 
sister, Edna Ragon., 


Wilber 


It’s a tough life at Wilber and one well 
calculated to try the best that’s in you. 
George Brock is doing his best to cushion 
it at least on one end after returning 
from the Lincoln General Hospital. Wel- 
come to the ranks of stockholders in the 
Lincoln General, George, and remember 
you just own a share in the room—that 
cute little read headed nurse belongs to 
all of us. Well, while George has 
been taking it easy on one end, Amelia 
Aden came literally bouncing downstairs 
from work recently and now is recuperat- 
ing at her sister’s in Omaha. So you see 
unlike most stories this one about Wilber 
has two ends and what is it they say 
about stories—they have a ‘“‘tender”’ end- 
ing. . . . Viola Knapp succeeded in get- 
ting to Lincoln and back recently with- 
out any mishap and Betty Anthony played 
safe and got away from it all by starting 
her vacation on July 16th... . Gosh here 
it is again right in the vacation news 
“Miss Seymour was a visitor the week 
of July Ist.’’ Probably the other week 
of your vacation, eh Ann? 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Geneva 
Our newcomer for the month is Helen 
Moritz, . . . Helen McDonald and husband 


are enjoying a furlough in Indiana. . 

Mary Kuniewicz and husband are spend- 
ing a furlough in Pennsylvania, and Helen 
Moritz and her husband are spending a 
furlough in Gowanda, New York. : 
Eita Griffin spent her two weeks vaca-: 
tion at home and Patricia Murrell is 
spending her vacation in Geneva and 
Cambridge. Phyllis Most went to 


Ogallala to spend her vacation visiting 
her parents and went on to Denver to 
spend a few days with her sister... . 
Miss Metcalf visited this office July 24 
and 25. ... Mae Thomas spent July 24 
in Lincoln shopping. . Erma Dixon’s 
sister from Lincoln spent the week end 
of July 21 visiting here. . .. Joe Hartley, 
A. B. Gorman, George Hansen and Lt. 
Hansen visited this office July 20 on their 
way to the party at Hebron and a few 
snapshots were taken around the office. 

. . We have been wondering what was 
causing that far away look in Mayetta 
Hillgren’s eye. We found out later that 
her “big moment’? was home from over- 
seas. We thought her sly glances were 
towards Hebron but finally found out 
they were towards Belleville, Kansas, 
where she became the bride of Petty 
Officer 3/c Marlin Domeier on July 16. 
Mayetta seemed to have considerable dif- 
ficulty remembering a certain size which 
we thought to be the pajama size for the 
opposite sex. Congratulations on your 
marriage, Mayetta. . . . “Hollywood, here 
I come.” Evelyn DuBois seems to think 
she could be just as pretty as the movie 
stars. Evelyn is planning on crashing 
Hollywood. The Geneva swimming 
pool is a good place to find the opera- 
tors on these hot afternoons. Evelyn Du- 
Bois thought she wanted to learn to swim 
until the life guard took her in 81 feet 
of water and let her go. Evelyn went 
to the bottom like a rock. All there was 
to be seen was a few bubbles and gulps. 
When she was taken to the side, very 
much to her surprise there was still wa- 
ter in the pool. She was sure she had 
swallowed all of it. Ev, if you want to 
learn to swim, first read the safety first 
rules before trying the 812 water. ‘ 
The girls are very thankful we have the 
cooler on, the only trouble is no one 
wants to leave the building. . . . Rose- 
mary Bieghler was off a few days re- 
cently due to illness. 


darvard 


Jessie Van Trump, assistant chief op- 
erator, started her vacation July 15... . 
Juanita Schleif, chief operator at Nel- 
son, is assisting in the Harvard office 
for a few weeks. Helen Dauner’s 
mother underwent an operation at the 
St. Joseph Hospital, Concordia, Kansas. 


Hastings 


If by any chance, on a certain rainy 
morning not long ago, you heard an un- 
usual commotion in the commercial of- 
fice, it was caused by none other than 
the honorable J. W. Dudgeon. Just ask 
Jim where he got such a pretty umbrella. 
It’s very becoming, Jim, especially those 
pink and white polka dots. The best part 
of it all was when everyone refused to 
walk down the street with him and his 
umbrella. . . . We are still trying to find 
out about a certain sailor home on leave 
that comes in to see a certain girl in 
the commercial department. It also seems 
that the Navy heads the top of the list 
for Mary Ann Swanson. It so happens 
that Mary Ann is taking her vacation 
this month and informs us that she is 
spending most of her time at the swim- 
ming pool. Just watch that sunburn and 
those swollen eyes! ... Betty Hager has 
returned from her vacation and says she 
had a wonderful time, especially on the 
train talking to all the servicemen... . 
Wanted: A Montgomery-Ward Catalog. 
Needed at once. Call or see J. W. D.... 
‘““‘Bee”’ Rohrer was absent a few days on 
account of a cold which caught up with 
her. Now we are wondering what caused 
Bee to have such a stiff neck after she 
got over the cold.\. .. Mrs. Herzog seems 
to be the only one ‘“gadding”’ out of 
town this month. “Al” spent an afternoon 
recently spending her money in Grand 


Island. . .. Among the visitors this 
month were Mrs. Josephine Stiner and 
son, Milton Mason and Ted Burr’s son. 
A frequent visitor the past two weeks 
is Mary Ann Swanson. The Hastings 
traffic department could easily claim “The 
Gang’s All Here”’ as their theme song and 
we wish to welcome all the new girls. 
. .. Vaeations come and go. At present, 
our Chief Operator, Melba Richards, is 
enjoying her vacation apparently as she 
has been staying shy of the office. 

Phyllis Volz is also vacationing, or could 
it be she needs a little time off to pull 
herself together. She is wearing a beauti- 
ful gem on her third finger, left hand. 
Perhaps we’ll be hearing wedding bells 


soon. . .. Other operators on vacations 
are Mrs. Marie Stevens, Bernice Finnigs- 
mier and Margie Thompson. . . . While 


Margie Thompson is vacationing, her sis- 
ter, Iva, is a struggling toll student along 
with other new toll students, namely, 
Bettye James, JoAnn McDonald, Katherine 
Outhier, Maxine Neff, Marcelyne Burge 
and Arelyn Kort. Keep your chins up, 
girls, it isn’t really that bad. ... If 
you’re in doubt as to the owners of the 
new voices answering “Harvard Airfield,” 
they are Margaret Gerloff and Mrs. Del- 
pha Forsman. . Helen Nowka is still 
singing ‘Bell Bottom Trouser” and look- 
ing for her husband to get home. ... June 
Hagel is very elated over the fact that 
she is just where she wants to be and 
is considering modeling beach clothes. 
It wasn’t easy, was it, June? ... Irene 
Schleiger is back with us again. Her sis- 
ter, Betty, left our force to become Mrs. 
Bob Hager. Sgt. Hager was formerly sta- 
tioned at the Harvard Airfield in the 
Base Signal Officer but has recently been 
transferred to Washington, D. C. Lotta 
happiness and best wishes, Betty and 
Bob. . . . Bettye and Belva James enter- 
tained a few of their co-workers at a 
slumber party Saturday, July 14. Nat- 
urally, very little slumbering was ‘done 
and the guests appeared a little on the 
sleepy side the next day. Jean Steffen 
won the blue ribbon for the walking 
marathon. . . Mrs. Shirley Barth is all 
smiles and happy as a lark as she finally 
found an apartment. She expects her sol- 
dier husband home just any day. Lucky 
girl. . . . It seems that Frieda Hoffman 
had a slight nightmare the other evening. 
She phoned in to the C. O. to say that 
she had overslept. Much to her embarass- 
ment, she discovered that it was 7 P. M. 
and she was not due at the office until 
7 A. M.... T. S. Burr took a week of 
his vacation the first part of July to 
spend some time with his son, Wallace, 
who was home on furlough after being 
stationed in New Guinea and Australia. 
Wallace has returned to a camp in Cali- 
fornia and is awaiting his discharge. ... 
There are a lot of fish stories circulating 
around the office as a result of a fish- 
ing trip July 22 by H. O. Wentink, B. A. 
Isaman, D. C. Wilson and R. E. Wait. 
_. . We wish to welcome “Mickey” De- 
Backer to our plant department force. 


Hebron 


The Hebron Area is all excited over the 
big party that is being given in their 
honor because they purchased the largest 
amount of bonds in the 7th War Loan 
Drive. . . . Roenabelle Archer, Cashier, 
spent her vacation at home. ... We wel- 
come Delores Moell back to our Traffic 
Dept. .. . Carlean Bartling took the mar- 
riage vows during her vacation and has 
resigned to take up housekeeping. .. . 
We extend our welcome to Marilyn Beth- 
scheider, our new janitress. 


Osceola 


Grace Harrison enjoyed her two weeks 
vacation the latter part of July, spending 
the time at home. Hazel Johnson, 
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night operator, who has been confined 
to her home for the past month due to 
illness, retrned to work July 17. 


Polk 


We wish to welcome our new operator, 
Corrine Carlson, who began her training 
the latter part of June. ... Mrs. Clara 
Anderson, Chief Operator, returned to 
work July 16 after a weeks vacation spent 
in Lincoln and visiting her daughter who 
is here trum Tllinois. 


Stromsburg 


The Stromsburg employees enjoyed a 
picnic supper at the telephone office July 
9 in honor of Dorothy Lou Ferris. Dorothy 
resigned from her position as operator 
July 7 and moved to Denver where she 
expects to make her home. She was pre- 
sented with a lovely gift from her fellow 
employees. Phyllis Carlson is the 
first vacationer from this exchange. 


Superior 


Clara Mae Chambers visited in Fair- 
bury one day recently. . . . Olive Hess is 
a new traffic employee. . . . Frances 
Harmon, Chief Operator, began her va- 
cation July 16. . Lois McDowell will 
one day be hanging out her shingle for 
her share of the credit in helping keep 
the American girl beautiful. Lois will 
be leaving soon to begin a beauty train- 
ing course in Omaha. Those who 
were guests at the Hebron bond party 
are Area Manager Frank Kubat, “Shrimp” 
Whitney, ‘“‘Duke”’ Eckles, Nadeen Messer- 
smith, Bonnie Brittenham and Betty Jep- 
pesen. 


Sutton 


Fred Adkins, Area Manager, started his 
vacation July 2. He spent a few days in 
Auburn and Superior visiting friends and 
the rest was spent just taking it easy. 
‘ . Iris Barbee, Cashier, took her va- 
cation the middle of July, a week of 
which was spent in Omaha. .. . Edith 
Schleiger, Chief Operator, has_ been - 
spending some time in Grand _ Island 
with her sister who is at the St. Francis 
Hospital. 

York 


The 7th War Loan Drive came to an 
end for us when we heard officially that 
York came out in 3rd place. We could 
all taste the ice cream and cake and were 
getting in top condition to be opponents 
for the 2nd place winners in some tough 
relay games but not everyone can be win- 
ners sO we’re happy just to be in 3rd 
place and that the 7th drive more than 
made their quota. . Heading the list 
of vacationers this month is Minnie San- 
mann who is spending her vacation at 
home. Jean Harter headed for Wichita 
while Aridean Rhoads went to Sioux City. 
Marian Boyle is spending part of her va- 
cation in the country. ... A former op- 
erator at York, Colette Jokerst Hartley, 
visited our office recently. She has just 
acquired the name Hartley so we extend 
to you our congratulations and _. best 
wishes, Colette. Two new operators have 
been added to our list, namely, Dorothy 
Gradoske and Betty Heinike. Welcome, 
girls. There is little news in the Plant 
and Commercial Departments except that 
Mr. Helm and Mr. Mehuron have both 
been vacationing at home. Dave Culbert- 
son also spent his vacation at home... . 
Ruth Swanson spent the 4th of July on a 
fishing trip which was interrupted by 
“old man weather.” 


At long last we have discovered why it 
is that editors always refer to themselves 
as “we.” It’s so that the guy who doesn't 
like the article will think there are too 
many for him to lick. 
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WELL , NOTHING MUCH HAPPENED DURING 
JHE MONTH 10 THE SIEVERS-ROSS COMEDY 
TEAM EXCEPT (Z)SIEVERS GOT HIS FOOT 
STEPPED ON BY A HORSE AND (2) A LADY 
ON THE BUS, SEEING ROSS FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
GOT UP AND OFFERED HIM HER SEAT--— 
—WHICH HE ACCEPTED — AND (3) ROSS, IN 
PHINTING HIS HOUSE, NEEDED TO MOVE THE 
LADDER AND GET MORE PAINT- SO HE GOT 

A FRESH BUCKET OF WHITE, HUNG IT ON 

Te TOP RUNG AND THEN BEGAN TO MOVE 
THE LADDER J He EFFECTS OF THE 

SPLASH WERE WONDERFUL ~ ~ 


WHO REPORTED FOR WORK. AS USUAL 
ON THE FIRST DAY OF HIS VACATION 
AND HAD TO BE REMINDED THAT HE 

WASN'T SUPPOSED -O BE THERE , 
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CHIEF, IM SORRY BLT | LAID DOWN FOR 
A LITLE NAP LAST NIGHT AND | JusT 

WOKE UP, IT'S SEVEN OCLOCK ,50 I'LL 
rN BE A OBIT LATE ! 
YoU CAN GO BACK 

0 BED FOR ELEVEN 
MORE HOURS, FRIEDA, 
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SHOT THe OTHER DAY WHEN He 
BROKE THROUGH THE ROOF OF HIS 
GARAGE , CHROMED OFF THE WOR 
BENCH AND LANDED SMACK O 
HIS HEAD ON THE FLOOR. . 


Be, INTERESTED TO 
HEAR HOW PAUL GUELKER SOLVED 
HIS PROBLEM WHEN SOMEONE STOLZ 
HIS PANTS DURING HIS RECENT 
STAY IN LOUISVILLE, 


pane A 
FRIEDA HOFFMAN, HASTINGS, CANT FIGLIRE OUT WHY 
THIS SHOULD HAVE TO HAPPEN TO HER . 
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1945 


HE events of the month of 
August, 1945, have passed on 


into the pages of history—and what 


history they have made! Never be- 
fore, within the period embraced by 
the written record of mankind, have 
so many world-shaking happenings 
tumbled over one another in their 
race to become headlines. A week 
of flaming news reached its climax 
with President Truman’s announce- 
ment of Japan’s capitulation on 
August 14 and a nation which had 
worked for years toward this great 
day went wild in one brief, unre- 
strained burst of joy. 

Our Company’s contribution to 
the waging of the war has not been 
small. A pressing and continuing 
problem has been that of meeting 
the demands for material, capacity 
and personnel to supply telephone 
service to the army bases and war 
plants which came to our territory, 
over and above the abnormal growth 
which resulted from good crops, bet- 
ter prices and full employment. An 
influx of war workers and perma: 
nent army personnel added to the 
demand for residential service. Mili- 
tary inductions, the chronic labor 
shortage and rapid turnover can each 


Robert R. Nelson 


be counted as an obstacle which has 
been met, and taken in stride. 


At the war's end 135 employees 
had answered the call to the colors: 
123 men and 12 women, the WACs 
and WAVEs each claiming six of the 
latter. Eighty-one of the men wore 
the Army’s olive drab. Thirty of 
these were in the signal service, 19 
in the air forces, 19 in general serv- 
ices and 13 among the combat troops. 
In Navy blue were 33 employees, 5 
of them “SeaBees,” 3 V-12 trainees, 
13 seamen, 9 general services and 3 
in the air forces. The Marines num- 
bered 8, one of them in the air forces. 
Only one employee was listed in the 
Coast Guard rolls. The construction 
department heads the list in provid- 
ing men for the services. Of its total 
of 54, 34 were in the Army, 17 in the 
Navy and 3 in the Marines. Next 
came the supply department with 18, 
Lincoln service department with 15, 
Eastern district plant with 11 and 
Lincoln commercial department with 
8. Other departments represented 
were Southern district plant—é6, 
Western district plant—4, Account- 
ing—4, non-functional positions—4, 
Eastern district traffic—4, Lincoln 
traffic—2, and one each from general 
traffic, engineering, Western district 
traffic, Southern district traffic and 
general plant department. 


The distressing words, “Missing In 
Action,” still hang heavily over the 
names of two servicemen from the 
construction department. Cpl. La- 
velle E. Giles, of Table Rock was a 
crewman of a Flying Fortress which 
failed to return to its base after a 
bombing mission over Germany in 
early February of this year, and 
Robert R. Nelson, a radio mechanic 
on the ill fated carrier, “Franklin,” 
has been listed as missing since last 


March. 


To the members of the Honor 
Roll numerous medals and citations 
have been awarded although it has 
not been possible to obtain a record 
of them. At least four Purple 
Hearts are among them, their recipi- 
ents being Virgil Warren, Gerald 
Henderson, Floyd Henson and James 
D. Green. The Distinguished Fly- 
ing Cross, Air Medal, Bronze Star 
and Soldier’s Medal are among the 
decorations presented to others. 

While it is to be expected that the 
return of our service forces to civil- 
ian life and peacetime occupation will 
come gradually, spreading over a 
period of many months, the policy 
of the Company regarding their re- 
employment remains. unchanged. 
This policy, and the attitude of those 
who have carried on during their ab- 
sence can best be summed up in 
the words, “We hope to see you 
soon.” 

Pictures of all of our “Service 
Stars” except seven appear on the 
following pages. The seven whose 
photographs are not included in the 
“News” file are George Eggleston, 
Herbert E. Gude, William H. Hus- 
ing, Lorin E. Lyons, Jacob Sandovol, 
Waldene M. Valentine and Robert 
L. Wenzel. 


Lavelle E. Giles 
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HAROLD CLOYD EUGENE W. GEORGE FLORENCE 
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CHAUNCEY DORIS JOHN 
ERICKSON CRATSENBERG FISCHER 


RAY KENNETH CHRIS JOHN 
CHAMBERS CHRISTENSEN CHRISTOPULOS 


CHAS. E. 
CONNORS 


DONALD W. 
CUNNINGHAM 


RAYMOND E, 
FREEMAN 


DONAVIN 
FRANKFORTER 


BURDETTE 
DENSBERGER 
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DEAN W. 


JOSEPH C. 
DOUGLAS GEIST 
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DELBERT C. A. M. JOSEPH C. RICHARD 
MUTCHIE NEWEN NOSKY . PIERSOL 


RICHARD E. VIRGIL JAMES D. GENEVIFVE CORNELIUS LESLIE G. BONNIE 
GRANT GRAVES GREEN GRIFFIN GROENDYK HANSEN HARRINGTON 


M D. GEORGE LELAND L. TED M. MAURICE 
MEGAN RAMSEY RAUCH RAY RICHARDS 


soon 


GAY GERALD FLOYD H. 
HENDERSON HENDERSON HENSON 


G. 5S. RICHARD D. 
HART HARTLEY HAYES 
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SAND SARGENT SCHEMMERHORN . SCHOUBORG SHIPP SMALLEY 


PAUL ROYCE V. PHIL RICHARD ARTHUR W. JACK Ww. R. 
HENSON HILMER GARVEY HOBSON HOLCOMB HUDDLESTON HUDDLESTON 
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(Right) The soft ball game between the LAAF Colored WACs 
and the Telephone girls generated a lot of noise and enthusiasm 
from the large rooting section, part of which is visible in the back- 
ground. Marie Adkisson, the catcher, is behind the plate with 
“Ump” Chet Harp calling strikes and balls. Who won the game? 
: Why, the Telephone girls, naturally. The score, 5 to-3. 


(Below) Sterling Nelson seems to grow happier the closer he 
gets to the fried chicken. Also waiting to fill their respective plates 
are Andy Holt, Harlan Gillespie and Clem Bottorff. 
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HE big Victory Picnic held at Capitol Beach on August 

18 came as a fitting celebration of the glorious news 
that our Japanese foes in the Pacific had finally realized 
the futility of further opposition to the forces of Right 
and Justice and had surrendered unconditionally. 


It was one of the most successful occasions of its kind 
in a long line of successful gatherings recorded in the 
annals of L. T. and T. affairs. Over 550 telephone folks 
representing employees and their families from all sec- 
tions of the territory gathered for the event and their 
mood for joy and celebration was tempered only by the 
sobering thought that many of their fellow workers still 
were serving the armed forces of the nation and could not 
be present. Adding impetus to the affair was the timely 
removal of gasoline rationing which permitted many to 
dust off the old flivver and head for Lincoln. 

The program for the afternoon was temporarily 
stymied when the colored WAC’s baseball team from the 
Lincoln Army Air Field did not put in an appearance at 


(Above) Enjoying the picnic dinner are, left to right, Mr. and 
Mrs. Floyd Dickerson, Jessie Robertson, Earl Rosker and Mrs. 


gaude Helm. At extreme left is Beverly Staley, daughter of Hugo 
aley. 


(Right) B. D. Pattison and Bill Rosenthal came out on top in 
the egg tossing contesi. Les Livington (left) is watching Charlie 
Peachman as he waits gingerly to catch his egg. (Note: They were 


NOT hard boiled as your editor can testify.) 


VICTORY 


the appointed hour. However, the gap was neatly filled 
by a makeshift lineup of baseball has-beens from the 
ranks of the men who 
played the L. T. and T. 
girls team until the WACs 
showed up. Stellar per- 
formances for the girls 
were turned in by Charlie 
Peachman and Claude 
Helm who dropped every 
fly that came their way 
and gave the gals an edge 
that enabled them to turn 
in a’contest that really 
gave the boys a run for 
their money. Loose slacks didn’t impair the 
The scheduled contes speed of Marlene Livingston, 
daughter of Lester Livingston, 
between the WACs and as she wins the sprint for girls 
the L. T. and T. girls was 


under 16. 
played after the temporary workout and elicited much 


if 6 je 


i the mem- 
Hats off to the unsung heros of the occasion, 
wie pre food committee. Their efforts contributed much to the 


stellar success of the picnic. 


interest and enthusiasm from the spectators. Our girls 
played bang-up ball from start to finish with very few 
errors to set up opportun- 
ity for scoring for the op- 
ponents although the 
WACs provided competi- 
tion that was plenty 
rugged. Trailing on the 
short end of a two to noth- 
ing score after three 
innings, the L. T. and T. 
girls put on a _ winning 
spurt with five runs in the 
final two frames to put the 

old clincher on the contest. 
“Walter ‘Hoserthal, son of Bill The final score was 3 to 3 


Rosenthal, leads the field in the in favor of the Telephone 
race for boys under l16. 


ties 


players. 
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(Above) General view of one section of the crowd as the folks 
line up to be served. 


(Right) The serving committee also deserves a large star in its 
crown for a job well done. Wielders of the forks who are recogniz- 
able are Mrs. Guy Seaton, Lydian Schneider and Jean Framstead. 


Scenes taken dur- 
ing the soft ball 
game. At left, Ann 
Pavel crosses home 
plate for one of the 
winning runs. 


Below, the WACs 
at bat with Marie 
Adkisson the catcher 
and Ruth Marrow the 
pitcher. 


The main attrac- 
tion for any pic- 
nic is generally 
the moment when 
the cooks give out 
with “Come and 
Get It” and this 


event certainly 


was no exception. Two lines formed around the 
serving tables where the folks came up with that expect- 
ant glint in the eye and went away with plates loaded 
with fried chicken, potato salad and roasting ears. All of 
this was topped with generous slices of luscious water- 
melon which even had such veteran melon eaters as Ster- 
ling Nelson and Walt Stewart staggering under the cargo. 

Much of the success of the picnic may be attributed 
to the efforts of the various committees. The news of 
victory came suddenly and left little time for advance 
preparation, however, the committees rose admirably to 
the occasion and had the many details well under control 
for an enjoyable afternoon. 


Assisting Guy O. Seaton with the general arrange- 
ments were L. G. Saunders, Alex Geist, George Walroth 
and Bob Clifford. The serving committee was composed 
of Lula Kloepper, Jean Framstead, Della Wilcox, Grace 
Hauschild, Lydia Schneider, Dorothy Miller, Norma Cline, 
Mrs. A. B. Gorman, Verna Alexander, Genevieve Mc- 
Meen, Mrs. Joe Hartley, Mrs. Guy Seaton, Jean Larson, 


Wilma Adamson, and Art Smith. The Sports and 
Athletics were handled by J. S. Jackson, Howard Smith, 
Russell Rauch and Ernie Royce. ‘Transportation was 
furnished by Harry Smith and John Litzenberg and Joe 
Hartley made arrangements for the attendance of the 
families of the folks in military service. 
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J. M. Abrams 
Plattsmouth 


Cc. J. Crew 
Geneva 
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Lydia Kriegshauser 
Seward 


Edith I. Mattson 
Osceola 


E. H. Weliman 
Hebron 


M. A. Birdsley George Brock 
Auburn ‘ Wilber. 


G. S. Cruickshank I. W. Halverstadt 
Wahoo Tecumseh 


W. C. Lant 
Nebraska City 


T. E. Longdon 
Fairbury 


J. Pugsley R. J. Rogers 
Central District York 


H. A. “Jack’’ White 
Outstate 


Irene M. Combs 
Hastings 


A. E. Holt 
David City 
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J. H. Mankamyer 
Sutton 


Bertha Sharp 
Beatrice 


H. L. Whiiney 
Superior 


Pioneers Lay Plans 


For Year's Program 
MEETING of the officers and 
committee chairmen of the Frank 

H. Woods Chapter of the Independ- 

ent Pioneer Telephone Association 

was held in Lincoln on August 8, at 
which plans for the coming year’s 
program were discussed. 


The most notable factor concern- 
ing the organization for the year will 


be the appointment of the area repre- 


sentatives whose pictures appear at 
left, who will undertake to super- 
vise and keep in touch with 
the Chapter activities in their re- 
spective areas. According to the 
plan, these representatives will work 
in close contact with the various com- 
mittee chairmen and will have a 
hand in all pioneer activities. It is 
believed that through this personal 
contact with the members within 
each area, the interests of the Chap- 
ter will best be served and that a 
more active participation in Pioneer 
affairs will result. 

The meeting was held while such 
problems as restrictions in travel and 
in gatherings were still to be consid- 
ered. For this reason a number of 
local activities such as area parties 
for various occasions had been 
planned. With the lifting of these 
restrictions, it now seems probable 
that in addition the annual party will 
be held, possibly followed by other 
functions of a general character. 

One of the primary objectives of the 
program will be an increased activit-, 
on the part of the membership ne 
mittee with the dual objectives of 
enlarging the roll and extending the 
scope of the Chapter’s affiliation 
throughout the state. This commit- 
tee is making preparations with this 
objective in mind and the Participa- 
tion of the area representatives jn 
this phase of the program is expected 
to be especially helpful. 

Committee chairmen named by 
President J. H. Hartley were L. G. 
Saunders, membership; Flora John- 
ston, fellowship: George Walroth. 
social activities; Florence Tatman. 
women's activities: A. O. Andrews, 
historical; Otto Nelsen. finance- 
auditing; V. B. Musselman, resolu: 
tion; Merle M. Hale, nominations 
and A. B. Gorman, publicity. 


This scene in the Lincoln operating room taken on the day following 


Record Surge 
Of Calls Follows 


Japanese Surrender 


Operators Rise Magnificently to Cope 
With Emergency 


necessary to recline on the floor or double up on the 
chairs with other waiting buddies. 
One soldier who had waited for six hours for a 


the surrender announcement is typical of the condition that prevailed : 
throughout our exchanges, according to reports from chief operators. call to Salt Lake City approached the Operators fol- 


All switchboard positions were operated at maximum capacity with 
operators working long hours of overtime with no opportunity for the 


lowing his conversation wreathed in smiles and 


celebration being enjoyed by others. In the foreground, Aletha Davison, beamed “Well it was a long wait but it was worth 
? 3 


general manager's secretary, is pinch hitting at the chief operator’s desk. 


HE announcement at 6:00 P. M. on August 14 by 

President Truman of the Japanése capitulation re- 
sulted in an immediate flood of calls, both local and long 
distance, the volume of which was unprecedented in the 
records of our Company. The emergency condition also 
was experienced throughout the nation where all former 
peaks heretofore encountered by the telephone industry 
were smashed. 

Operators throughout the exchanges served by our 
Company immediately responded in a magnificent fashion 
to the situation, many of those not scheduled to work re- 
ported for duty without being called. All operating de- 
partments with maximum emergency forces worked fever- 
ishly throughout the night and the following day putting 
in long hours of overtime without opportunity for ade- 
quate relief and with little thought of the celebration 
being enjoyed by those on the outside. At some points 
restaurants and eating places were closed and it was 
necessary to obtain emergency rations. 

For the first time in our experience it was necessary 
to post indefinite delays on many calls; principally those 
beyond such main toll centers as Chicago, Omaha, Kansas 
City and Denver where the circuits were particularly con- 
gested. Shorter haul calls to points within our terri- 
tory and to other places relatively closer were com- 
pleted with less delay although waits of from one to 
tive hours in these cases were not uncommon. 

A large number of the calls were placed by or re- 
ceived from men and women in military service lo- 
cated in camps or military installations throughout the 
country all of whom were anxious to have a word with 
the folks back home and rejoice with them over the 
wonderful news. Operators at the Attended Pay 
Station Booth House at the Lincoln Army Air Field 
were swamped with calls for all sections of the coun- 
try. Waiting facilities, usually more than adequate, 


it. Everything’s fixed and I am going to be married 
as soon as I get home. Looks like I’m getting out of one 
war and right into another.” 

The record volume of calls has continued throughout 
the period following the initial emergency with a maxi- 
mum of facilities being employed to cope with the situa- 
tion. It is believed that the unusual surge of calls resulted 
from the several factors of large numbers of military per- 
sonnel attempting to reach home, the release from war in- 
dustries of thousands of workers, business and government 
calls naturally resulting from the conversion to a peace- 
time economy, as well as from the sudden change of condi- 
tions in the affairs of patrons in general. 

According to C. C. Donley, general traffic superin- 
tendent, full credit for the successful handling of the 
emergency situation belongs individually to the mem- 
bers of the operating staff, chief operators, supervisors 
and operators alike, whose training and ability together 
with their unselfish cooperation and willingness to work 
long hours at a maximum pace made the achievement 
possible. In spite of unparalleled difficulties the emer- 
gency was met in the truest spirit of the telephone indus- 
try and all who took part are eminently deserving of 
commendation. 


Emergency recording positions where long distance calls were re- 
Sates 2 te. Ei di ceived, recorded and held for later handling. Indefinite delays were 
were completely overtaxed and many G.I.’s found it posted on many long haul calls. 
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GIRLS 
SOFT BALL 


Pitcher Ruth Marrow gives them the old 
dark one (no pun intended) in the LAAF 
Colored WACs game. Betty Hester ap- 
pears in the background. 


The L. T. and T. girls soft ball team 
came through with flying colors in the 
girls division of the Lincoln Industrial 
League ending up in second position with 
a neat .500 average for the season. Two 
round robins played against the other 
three teams in the circuit netted three 
wins and three losses, their record being 
topped only by the first place Air Base 
Civilians team which emerged unscathed 
with six wins and no losses although our 
girls gave them a good run for their 
money in the two games played against 
them. Trailing the league were the Cush- 
man Motor Works and Stop Nut teams 
who ended in third and fourth spots re- 
spectively. 

Our girls entered into the spirit of the 
competition with a lot of zest and en- 
thusiasm with most of the players turn- 


The squad for 1945, left to right, front row, Ann Pavel, Lucille Moss, Rose Corning, 
Janice Sedlacek, Ruth Marrow, Ruth Hetherington and Captain Norma Roeder: back row, 
Coach Lloyd Jenkins, Evelyn Wait, Marie Adkisson, Lola Hetherington, Arlene Zabel, 
Leona Pavel, Betty Hester, Grace Marrow and G. O. Seaton, personnel director. JoAnn 
Waltman was added to the lineup after this picture was taken. 


ing out regularly in spite of the difficulties 
of a heavy work schedule. Their team 
work and playing abilities improved stead- 
ily as the season progressed and the brand 
of ball displayed in the closing tilts was 
of a calibre to make us proud indeed 
of our representatives on the diamond. 

A bow of thanks and appreciation is in 
order at this point for the coaches and 
assistants who faithfully attended the 
games and practice sessions and were most 
helpful. These were Howard Smith, 
Lloyd Jenkins, Russell Rauch and C. E. 
Harp. Our thanks also goes to Grace 
Marrow and Betty Hester who, although 
not L. T. and T. employees, were called 
upon to complete the line up on several 
occasions and assisted the team ably. The 
duties of team captain were in the capable 
hands of Norma Roeder. 

Positions were shifted throughout the 
season to meet requirements. However 
the lineup generally was as follows: Ruth 
Marrow, pitcher; Marie Adkisson, catcher: 
Arlene Zabel, first base; Evelyn Waite, 
second base; Norma Roeder, third base; 


Janice Sedlacek, shortstop; JoAnn Walt- 
man, left field; Leona Pavel, center field; 


Ruth Hetherington, 
right field and 


field with valuable 


; (Above) Ann Pavel lines out a single in the Air Base game. 
(Right) Waiting for a chance at bai, left to right, Norma Roeder, 


Marie Adkisson, Evelyn Wait, Lucille Moss, 


Hester and Ruth Marrow. 


Ann Pavel, Betty 


Anne Pavel, short 


talents being added by Lola Hetherington, 
Rose Corning and Lucille Moss. 

Perhaps the most exciting contest of 
the season was the final tilt against Cush- 
man Motors which decided the winner of 
the runner up position. A sizeable turn- 
out of rooters were well rewarded when 
the game was climaxed with a booming 
homer by JoAnn Waltman in the sixth 
which scored Norma Roeder ahead of 
her and tied the game which was then 
put on ice in an extra period with one 
run while the girls held the opposition 
hitless. 

Taken all in all, it was a most success- 
ful and enjoyable season and everyone 
who participated had a lot of fun. 


It’s a hit for Janice Sedlacek who raps 
one to the outfield during the game with 
the ‘’Blackbirds.”’ 


Pfc. Rudolph T. Mussman, husband of Mrs. Sarah Mussm:n, Mrs. Sarah 


Western chief operator-cashier, taken on the Rhine River across 
from Cologne which is visible in the distance. Note the machine 


gun and protection from air strafing. 


The wonderful news of the successful 
conclusion of the war brought joy to the 
hearts of liberty loving people throughout 
the world and kindled hopes of early real- 
ization of long awaited home-comings. 
Typifying these thoughts and desires is 
the letter written to his Mom and Dad by 
Jack Kuchera, son of Frank Kuchera, Lin- 
coln combinationman. Jack, who is an 
L. T. and T. “Service Star,” writes from 
a small isle in the Pacific called French 
Frigate Shoals, just 300 feet wide and 
3,000 feet long, in part as follows: “Well, 
today the war ended. I’m so darned happy 
I don’t know what to say. Maybe it 
won't be long now until I can get home, 
for a while at least. Maybe Ill be home 
by Christmas yet. It would sure be swell 
to have this Christmas at home. Boy, 
the time we couldn’t have together. It’s 
kind of hard to realize that it’s over and 
the world is at peace again. How did you 
folks celebrate? I hope you offered a few 
prayers because I surely am.” We sin- 
cerely hope with you, Jack, and with all 
the other folks throughout the world, 
that your longings and desires to be with 
those you love back home will soon be 
realized. 


1. HA 1/c Paul Eggerss, son ‘of C. A. Eggerss, LAAF manager. 


Mussman, chief 
operator-cashier at 
Western, reports 
that her husband, Pfc. Rudolph T. Muss- 
man, is now stationed at Marseille, France 
guarding prisoners of war. Pfc. Mussman 
saw service during the war with the lst 
Army with the Engineer Corps in the 
drive through Cologne, Germany. 

Paul Eggerss is the son of Chauncey 
Eggerss, manager at Lincoln Army Air 
Field. He entered the Navy in June, 1944 
and received training at Naval Hospitals 
at San Diego and Pensacola. He is now 
stationed as a Hospital Attendant 1/c at 
a base hospital on Okinawa. 

The war’s end found Pvt. Edward L. 
Van Nordheim with a replacement group 
on Cebu in the Philippines. Leaving the 
U. S. in April, 1945 he saw action on 
Mindanao and Leyte in mopping up op- 
erations. Before leaving Hastings, Ed was 
well known in athletic circles having 
starred as a pitcher with the American 
Legion Juniors and receiving letters in 
Hastings High School in both football 
and basketball. His dad is Jack Van Nord- 


heim, Hastings combinationman. 


Lloyd E. Dalton, son of R. L. Dalton, 
Lincoln switchboardman, served his coun- 
try with the Army Air Forces. V-J day 
celebration for Lloyd took place on 
Guam where he is stationed as a 
clerk in the personnel department 
with the 458th Bombardment 
Squadron. He-has seen service 
since December, 1942. 


Jack R. Donley saw service 


with both the Army and Navy. 
He was stationed at St. Louis, 


Van Nordheim, son of J. G. Van Nordheim, Hastings combinationman. 


~<a 11 


FAMILY 
SERV 


ALBUM 


Two sons of Frank Nevitt, Beatrice plant 
department, Sgt. James W. Nevitt and FC 
3/c Dale M. Nevilt. 


Pensacola, and Tulair, California with his 
final assignment with an army photo re- 
connaissance group located near Denver. 
He is the son of C. C. Donley, general 
traffic superintendent. 


Ist Lt. Leo H. Soderholm obtained 
a first hand glimpse of Hitler’s hideout 
at Berchtesgaden as well as conditions in 
some of the infamous prisoner camps in 
Bavaria. He was attached with General 
Patton’s Third Army with an anti-aircraft 
batallion in the drive across Germany and 
at present is a member of the army of 
occupation in southern Germany. His 
father is H. J. Soderholm of the Engi- 
neering Department. 

Master Sergeant Boyd M. Wedgwood 
is a veteran with 34 months overseas duty. 
Sailing for England in December, 1942 
he was assigned to a repair unit with the 
Air Forces which did yeoman _ service 
throughout the war keeping U. S. ships 
flying against the Nazis. In one record 
month his group consisting of 15 men 


(Conntinued on page 14) 


2. M/Sgt. Boyd M. Wedgwood, son of E. Wedgwood, Lincoln 
Service Depariment. 3. Ist Lt. Leo H. Soderholm, son of H. J. Soderholm, Engineering Denartment. 4. Set. Lloyd E. Dalton, son of 
R. L. Dalton, Lincoln switchboardman. 5. Jack R. Donley, son of C. C. Donley, general traffic superintendent. 6 Pvt. Edward L. 


A Message From Our 
Vice-President and General Manager 


HE war is ended! What a thrill the announcement of those few words 
brought to the millions of Americans, both at home and abroad. 


Relief from the burdens and cruelties of war was evidenced in various 
ways. To some it meant celebration; to others it meant gratitude, best dem- 
onstrated by quiet meditation and prayers of thanksgiving to a merciful 


Providence who had crowned the efforts of the United Nations with success. 
To all of us it meant a lifting of restrictions 


and a realization of the deeper meaning of 
liberty and freedom. 


It is certainly appropriate to thank all 
of our employees who have so faithfully 
devoted themselves to maintaining this 
essential service during the strenuous 
months of the war. For more than a year 
prior to Pearl Harbor you accepted the 
challenge of service and after that fate- 
ful day you demonstrated your patriotism 
by generously and sacrificially buying War 
Bonds, serving on volunteer committees in 
war work, and in every way doing your 
share toward winning the war. 


One hundred thirty-five employees 
left our service to actively engage in serv- 
ice of the armed forces. Two have been 
reported missing. Several have been 
wounded. To bereaved relatives we ex- 
tend sincere sympathy. ‘To those who return we extend congratulations and 


a welcome home to the job you left. 


JOHN H. AGEE 


What of the future? The peacetime problems will not be too easy. 
Complications of many kinds present difficulties which again challenge our 
desire to provide the public with the very best telephone service. Cooperation 
and willingness to serve are the foundations of success in every industry. 
The telephone business is no exception. Our patrons during the war period 
were patient with delays and restrictions imposed by Government, but today 
the war is over and we must expect less tolerance from the public. 


We ask you, therefore, to be courteous, patient, and cooperative with 
people who may appear unwilling to accept the usual explanations for slow 


or delayed service. 


Installation of telephones will soon be back on a prewar basis. Extension 
telephones will soon be available. More equipment will shortly be installed 
for long distance calls. All of these things will improve service. 


For forty-two years The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company has 
provided the highest quality of telephone service to one-third of the popu- 
lation of this great state. We propose to do even a better job in the years 
ahead. We want to re-establish and improve the splendid rural service we 
provided a few years ago. Every effort will be made to provide the most 
modern type of telephone equipment throughout our territory, in both town 
and country, to enable us to render the most efficient telephone service. 
With your continued help it can be done. 
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New Library Books 


Ne announced in last month’s 

“News” plans are under way to 
enlarge and improve the Company 
library. New volumes on various 
subjects including late novels, ref- 
erence books and technical writings 
are being acquired and all employees 
are cordially invited to visit the li- 
brary at Room 219 in the General 
Office Building and avail themselves 
of its services. 

Materials thus far added are non- 
fictional and include the following: 
The Wealth of the Nation by H. 
Clyde Filley; As We Go Marching 
by John T. Flynn; World Economic 
Development by Eugene Staley: 
Autumn Leaves by Critchfield; Con- 
stitution of the U. S., Its Source 
and Its Application by Thomas Nor- 
ton: Smoke Screen by Samuel E. 
Pettengill; Methods of Family Living 
Studies and International Compari- 
sons of Food Costs by Robert Morse 
Woodbury. 


Continue Buying Bonds 
Urges Secretary Vinson 


HE following telegram was re- 
ceived shortly after V-J Day ad- 
dressed to our Company: 

“It is most important that the 
American public continue buying 
government bonds jin substantial 
volume during the coming months 
and it is important that the payroll 
savings plan be kept available to 
workers and maintained at high 
levels. This is particularly true as 
we look forward to the Victory Loan 
which opens October 29. 

‘Our successful war loan drives 
have been attributable in large meas’ 
ure to the payroll savings record that 
your firm and thousand of. others 
throughout the country have 
achieved. I would like to urge that 
you continue your enthusiastic sup’ 
port to this plan before and during 
the drive and in the post drive 
period. I have assumed your willing- 
ness to do this due to many requests 
to this end that have reached me 
from management, labor and the 
public generally.” 

Fred M. Vinson, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Happiness Ahead” 

The marriage of Katherine Hohn- 
stein, chief operator at Harvard and 
W. F. “Babe” Combs was solemnized 
August 23 at Norton, Kansas. The 
couple will reside in Hastings where 
Mr. Combs is a member of the Con- 
struction Department. 

e @ 

Elizabeth Moredick, Fairbury 
Traffic Department and Rex R. Epp 
of Des Moines were married August 
5 in the pastor’s study in the 
Christian Church of Fairbury. Rev. 
F. H. Stephenson performed the 
double ring ceremony. 

ee 9 

Dolores Hendricks, commercial 
clerk at Fairbury and Pfc. Chas. W. 
Rodwell were married at Washing- 
ton, Kansas on June 10. 

eo ®@ 

Wedding bells rang out on August 
1 at the Federated Church in Syra- 
cuse for Susie Frye of the Syracuse 
Traffic Department and Glenn 
Wyatt. The couple are residing on 
a farm near Unadilla. 

ee @ 

A surprise announcement © was 
made this month of the marriage of 
Mildred Cohn of the Nebraska City 
Commercial Department to Ralph 
Tucker of Nebraska City. The mar- 
riage took place September 4, 1941 
at Maryville, Missouri. Rev. A. F. 
Moore performed the ceremony. 
Mrs. Tucker has resigned her posi- 
fon and the couple will reside in 
Nebraska City. 

oe @ 

Gladys Holscher of the Lincoln 
Accounting Department became the 
bride of § 1/C Junior Renne, July 
28 at Norman, Oklahoma. Mrs. 
Renne will continue her work for 
the present. 

e® @ 

Jim Alldritt, Friend Plant Depart- 
ment, and Kate Jensen, formerly of 
Cordova, were united in marriage 
July 30 at Friend. The couple are 
residing in their newly purchased 
home in Friend. 

eo ® 

We're sorry, but Dan Cupid was such 
a busy boy this time that space limita- 
tions prevent publication of all “Happi- 


ness Ahead” items. Additional ones will 
appear next month. 


Care of Equipment and Useful Ideas 
Bring Recognition To Dave Culbertson 


. R. CULBERTSON, York com- 

binationman, has long been 
noted for the splendid condition in 
which he maintains his service truck 
as well as the scrupulous manner in 
which his tools and. 
supplies of equipment 
are arranged. Dave says 
it’s just because he likes 
to fool around and fig- 
ure out various ways 
to make things handy 
so he can lay his hands 
on them when he wants 
them. However, one 
gets the definite impres- 
sion after looking over 
his car that there 1s 
more back of it than 


last month presented him with two 
awards for two suggestions he sub- 
mitted. The first was a develop- 
ment of a new mounting arrange- 
ment and other improvements that 


Dave Culbertson and his car, which contains an amazing 


that, and that he takes pipe of ingenious “inventions” and ideas to help 
the job along, and you can bet i 
' your last nickel that every- 
great personal interest thing is in its place, 


and pride in keeping 

his equipment in tip top shape. In 
addition to this he has the very fine 
record of having driven for 26 years 
without an accident. 

His car is a model of efficient ar- 
rangement with every tool and item 
of equipment in its place on holders, 
in shelves or containers with an 
amazing array of ingenious devices 
that Dave has invented himself to 
make things handy and easier to use. 
Besides this, you don’t find odds and 
ends laying in the bed of the truck. 
Dave believes in putting things away 
as he uses them. 

In recognition of the usefulness of 
his ideas the suggestion committee 


lend to the utility and efficiency of 
a drop wire reel for use on pick-up 
trucks which permits the wire to be 
reeled off without becoming tangled. 
It also provides a mounting easily 
removable and stable against vibra- 
tion. The second idea provides for 
placing a suitable hook on the handle 
of the 426 A C. B. test set so that 
it can be carried on a belt or hung 
up when not in use. 


Dave expects to forward other 
suggestions to the committee from 
time to time and your “News” re- 
porters, after a personal inspection 
of his equipment, believe this to be 
an excellent thought. His ideas 
should by all means come to the at- 
tention of the committee but he has 
so many that it certainly wouldn't 
do for Dave to send them all in at 
once. Our hard working committee 
would be so completely swamped 
with ideas it wouldn’t be able to dig 
out for a month. 


Top side of the truck showing Dave’s own 
ideas about how things should lock from 
this angle. A clever device gives him either 
tvro short ladders or one long extension. 
Tools on top are “rattle proof” and easy to 
get at. nee 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Charles Cummings Laura Douty 
Lincoln Seward 
40 Years 35 Years 


Nora Dilworth Hugo F. Staley 


Bennet Lincoln 


30 Years 25 Years 


Frank L. Tefft Geo. Cruickshank 
Lincoln Wahoo 
35 Years 30 Years 


Karina Jezewski 
Auburn Lincoln 


Margaret Lindblad 


20 Years 15 Years 


VW ! tl 
Journey's End 
MRS. NANCY CLARK, mother of 
Stella Clark, chief operator at 
Auburn, passed away Saturday, 
August 11, at her home in Auburn 
at the age of 83. Funeral serv- 


ices were held August 13 at 
Auburn. 


DAVID SCHMIDT, father’ of 
Louise Schmidt, Beatrice Traffic 
Department, died in Beatrice, 
July 30. 


JOHN ALLEN MOSS, father of 
Harry Moss, construction foreman, 
died August 13 at the age of 91 
years. Funeral services were held 
in Ashland, August 16 and inter- 
ment was in Ashland. 


JOHN A. NYDEN, father of Ted 
Nyden, Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, died in Chicago. Funeral 
services were held Friday, August 
17 at Wadlows mortuary in 
Lincoln. 

MRS. ZESSIN, mother of Lelia 
Fitzpatrick of Weeping Water 
passed away August 1 in Weep- 
ing Water. Funeral services were 
held August 3, 


Blessed Events’ 
M® and Mrs. James Smith are the 


proud parents of a baby boy, 
born August 14 at Saint Elizabeth’s 
Hospital. Jim is a member of the 
Lincoln Plant Department and Mrs. 


Smith is the former Barbara Schmidt 
of Auburn. 


FAMILY SERVICE ALBUM 


(Continued from page 11) 
completed repairs on 1,064 planes. At 
present he is stationed at Burton Woods, 
England where he is anticipating an early 
release to return home. He is the son of 
E. Wedgwood, installation foreman at 
Lincoln. 

The home of Frank Nevitt, Beatrice 
switchboardman, proudly displays two 
service stars for his sons Dale and James. 
FC 3/c Dale M. Nevitt spent 11 months 
in the Pacific and carries battle stars for 
seven major engagements. He was with 
the famous task force number 58 in the 
Battle of the Philippine Seas and is now 
a radar instructor aboard the U.S:S. 
Wyoming. Sgt. James W. Nevitt is sta- 
tioned with the Army Air Forces at 
Myitkyina, Burma as chief weather ob- 
server and administration clerk. He left 
for overseas in November, 1944 and re- 
cently spent a 15 day leave at Ranikbet, 
India, one of the beauty spots of that 
country. 


Forty Years 
Charles E. Cummings, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
Laura Douty, Seward; Frank L. Tefft, 
Lincoln. | 
Thirty-Three Years 
H. F. Apking, Hebron. | 
Thirty-One Years 
John Hobson, Lincoln; Sophia Windels, 
Syracuse. 
Thirty Years 
Geo. Cruickshank, Wahoo; Nora Dil- 
worth, Bennet. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
John A. Mason, Hastings. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
A. O. Andrews, Robert J. Donaldson, 
Elmer Dougherty, J. L. Lyne, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Catherine Daugherty, Donald R. Smith, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Stella Stanley, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Hugo F. Staley, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Eva Davis, Weeping Water. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
Robert H. Gray, Weeping Water; Edith 
Mattson, Stromsburg; Weldon Maxfield, 
Herman Studier, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward. 
Twenty Years 
Karina Jezewski, Auburn. 
Nineteen Years 
Roderick Andrews, Military Service; 
Vivian W. Kinney, Auburn; Max Walker, 
Hastings. 
Eighteen Years 
George E. Damon, Humboldt; John J. 
Eisenbarth, George Walroth, Lincoln; 
Bessie Nippert, Ohiowa. 
Seventeen Years 
Alex Pauley, York. 
Sixteen Years 
V. B. Musselman, Ruth Straka, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 
Margaret Lindblad, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
Helen Hillyer, Geneva; Louise Porter, 
Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 
Dan Smith, Military Service. 
Ten Years 
Allan Ager, Seward; Alvina Miller, 
Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Bev Ott, Military Service. 
Eight Years 
Beryl Leslie, Fairbury. 
Six Years 
Helen DeBoard, Fairbury; Ruth Swan- 
son, York. 
Five Years 
Ted Ray, Jack Huddleston, Military 


Service. 
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Suggestion Award 
Winners For August 


D. R. Culbertson 


Grace Hauschild 
| peerraee oi material for new and 


worthwhile ideas continues to be 
received by the committee in the 
new Employees Suggestion Plan. Ac- 
cording to the chairman, Guy O. 
Seaton, the committee now has on 
hand a number of fine suggestions 
for consideration and study believed 
to contain ideas of merit which will 
prove to be most helpful. 

Award winners for the month of 
August were Grace Hauschild of the 
Lincoln Accounting Department and 
D. R. Culbertson, York combination’ 
man. The latter submitted two sug- 
gestions both of which won awards. 

Miss Hauschild’s suggestion re- 
ferred to a new method for com- 
puting and recording sales made in 
the Company cafeteria which the 


‘Suggestion Committee believed 


would further aid the work of the 
cafeteria staff. 

_ Mr. Culbertson’s ideas, which are 
discussed in detail in another article 
in this issue, related to mountings 
for wire reels on service cars and 
to equipping test sets with hooks 
to facilitate their use. 

The Suggestion Committee will 
welcome any suggestions you may 
have to offer. Blanks for submitting 
your ideas may be obtained from 
your supervisor. 


Ethel Prescott Retires 
()XE of Fairmont’s most widely 


known and best loved citizens, 
Miss Ethel Prescott, who for so 
many years served the community 
faithfully and well as our chief op- 
erator has laid down the head set and 
transmitter. Her retirement on pen- 
sion on July 16 closed a career in 


the telephone industry which dates 
back to July, 1913 during which time 
she acted in various capacities at 
Fairmont. Beginning as relief op- 
erator on that date she was named 
chief operator in November, 1918 
and held that position continuously 
until her transfer to Lincoln for a 
short term of employment as long 
distance operator in May of this year. 

Following her retirement she en- 
joyed an extensive trip through the 
southwest visiting at several points 
in New Mexico and has now returned 
to Nebraska where she plans to make 
her home. She is residing at present 


at Winside. 


New Associate Editor 
HIS charming lady is Jean Beck, 


the new associate editor for the 
Lincoln business office, who takes 
over the report- 
orial assignment 
for that office 
with her inter- 
esting account of 
events in this is- 
sue. When not 
engaged in this 
activity the com- 
pilation of the 
Lincoln directory 
and kindred du- 
ties occupy Jean’s attention in which 
position her capabilities are well 
proven. 

The editorial position was vacated 
with the resignation of Mrs. Lorraine 
Wolf who has left us to make her 
home in Fillmore, California follow- 
ing the transfer of her husband from 
the Lincoln Army Air Field. The 
“News” thanks Mrs. Wolf for her 
very excellent and cooperative ef- 
forts on behalf of the publication. 


Jean Beck 
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Canny Prognosticators 


Lee Schlentz 


C. Liebhart 


Although many claim it was sheer, 
unadulterated luck, Clayton Lieb- 
hart and Lee Schlentz stoutly main- 
tain that logical, fundamental reas- 
oning was behind it. Be that as it 
may they were the only two out of 
almost 600 guessers in “Doc” Ojers 
“Tittle Black Book” who hit the time 
of the war’s ending right on the nose. 
Both, of course, guessed August, 
1945. 


“Doc” started collecting names 
and dates back in 1941 at about the 
time of Pearl Harbor and the list in- 
cludes signatures from a wide sec- 
tion of the state with guesses rang- 
ing from June, 1942 to July, 1951. 
Most of the prophets selected 1943 
or 1944 as the probable end of hos- 
tilities. 

The book has created wide interest 
and has received publicity in several 
newspapers and over at least two 
radio programs. “No money was put 
up and no prizes were offered,” 
“Doc” explains, “Everybody just 
signed up for the fun of it and we 
have had a lot of chuckles.” 


Margie Grewell Sounds 
Siren Proclaiming Victory 


It was the unique privilege of Miss 
Margie Grewell, chief operator- 
cashier at Exeter, to sound the 
town’s fire siren announcing the 
proclamation that the war had end- 
ed, an act she also performed on 
Armistice Day in 1918 announcing 
the close of hostilities after the first 
world war. Althouvh she got a biz 
thrill out of heraldiny the wonder- 
ful news she expressed the hope 
that it would be the last occasion, a 
wish in which we all fervently join. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
David City 


Vacations are still simmering along. 
Andy Holt returns from a restful vaca- 
tion of doing nothing and fishing. (Queer 
thing—where are those fish stories.) Our 
cashier hops the first train out for Den- 
ver to visit friends??? Yes, we believe 
you this time Marilyn, but don’t give us 
that same story again. ... Miss Seymour 
spent three days here. Nice seeing you 
again and we’ll be looking forward to 
another visit soon. ... Now for the more 
gruesome part of life. Mildred Samek 
talks of having a major operation, but it 
seems as though a certain sailor inter- 
cepted and the tonsils are still waiting. 
If a sailor is sure cure why doesn’t some- 
one else try it???? . . FLASH!! Leora 
Weyand surprised us when a certain sailor 
gave her a terrific rush. Be careful Leora 
or you'll be saying “I do,” along with 
the rest. . . . Everyone holds his breath 
when Helen Havlena’s ‘fone and only” 
appears, but it seems he had only one 
day leave and then continued on his jour- 
ney, leaving Helen behind, which makes 
everyone ‘quite happy. We hope!!! .... 
What’s this about visiting Lincoln at night 
for shopping??? Have you forgotten Leola, 
Lincoln isn’t like David City, the stores 
aren’t open on Saturday night. . .. Five 
happy people attended the Victory Pic- 
nic at Capitol Beach. They were Mr. and 
Mrs. Campbell, Margory Snyder, Merna 
Stewart and Andy Holt. We know they 
made up for the rest of us who remained 
at home... . It was quite a shock to the 
Cc. O. to have Margory Snyder come rush- 
ing in an hour early explaining why she 
was late. Never was it dreamed that she 
loved work better than play. 


Louisville 


Miriam Carter went to Greenwood Au- 
gust 18 to visit with her brother who 
has been overseas. . . . Louise Thurman, 
who has been at the Methodist Hospital 
in Omaha for an operation, returned home 


Sunday, August 19. ... Ruth Maier spent 
the day, August 21, in Omaha. 
Milford 


Phyllis Sowers spent a week-end in Ord 
recently. . Phyllis Stahley visited us 
sometime ago. Miss Dora Plessel 
spent a day in Lincoln recently. Just 
shopping of course....We had quite some 
excitement the other day at our office 
and we all think that Chris Haberman 
should be voted the ‘‘Hero of the Month.” 
Why? Because he saved our lives. Yes, 
indeedy! ! ! The other day somebody de- 
cided that the operators couldn’t be alone 
in the operating room and who do you 
suppose made their appearance? None 
other than some bees. As the operators 
were fighting the bees Chris ‘‘Superman’”’ 


walks in the room and extermi 

lives of the bees. The guechen the. Eee 
“Where did they come from?” So “Sup- 
erman”’ Chris goes around fixing all the 
available places and decided he had done 
a good day’s work. Finally after an elapse 
of a couple of minutes, one again makes 
an appearance and one of the operators 
discovered a hole in the wal] where the 
bees were peeking out waiting for a 
chance to make a quick dash to the op- 
erating room. Our hero soon stopped 
the bees’ little adventure and we thank 
him for helping us from getting all “stung 
up. 

Nebraska City 


The Nebraska City office did itself 
proud on a party which was given in 
honor of Mrs. Ralph Tucker, the former 
Milderd Cohn. Mildred has been with the 
office a long time and it will certainly 
seem strange without her. As you prob- 
ably all know, Mildred has been married 
for four years now and has been keeping 
it on the quiet, but now everyone knows 
and is very happy for her. ... While we 
are on the subject of brides, Mrs. Pummel 
has returned to work after her trip to 
California with her husband. We are 
surely glad to have you back, Elaine. 
. .. And still there are more brides. A 
few of the girls from the office went 
to the wedding of Lois Teten who is 
a former employee. Lois had a church 
wedding and the girls said she looked 
beautiful. That isn’t hard to imagine, is 
it? . . . Mary Augusta Ingram received 


a long distance call from a friend of her ° 


“feller’s’’ who said her man would be 
home sometime in October or November. 
Augusta is very happy about the whole 
thing. . . . Imo Hurlburt returned from 
her vacation to Denver and girls believe 
it or not she was empty handed. And 
Imo you were so near those army camps! 
With so many men around surely you 
could have done better than that. Guess 
we'll just have to go with you next time. 

. . Velma AbkKer returned from her va- 
cation this week. She said she visited in 
Lincoln and Omaha....A recent visitor 
here was Mary McKenzie. Mary’s WAVE 
uniform is certainly very becoming to 
her and she really looked grand... . 
Mrs. Eunice Segelke and Mary Bartyzelle 
are teaching two new toll students, Vir- 
ginia Adkins and Etta Staack. Mildred 
Brand has just finished her toll classes 
and is on her own now. Good Luck to you 
girls. ... Kathryn Owens started her va- 
cation this week. Have a good time, 
Kathryn. 


Plattsmouth 


Mrs. Ruth Koukal visited in Omaha 
Tuesday, July 31, at the home of her 
sister. . . . Thelma Tritsch spent her two 
weeks’ vacation at home taking care of 
her mother who is very ill at this time. 
. . . Rose Janda started her va- 
cation August 2. She spent part 
of it at home and a few days in 
Omaha.... Mr. and Mrs. W. L. 
Eckles and family spent the 
week-end of August 18 at Nel- 


son. ... Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Abrams spent the week-end at 
Dochester. . . . Pearl Sutton 


started her vacation August 20 


One of the times when it is 
a reali pleasure to be seeing 
double. The Blum twins, charm- 
ing additions to the Lincoln 
Traffic force, pose at the switch- 
board with Arlene at left and 
Darlene at right and we dare 
you to prove otherwise. 
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staying at home visiting with her brother 
who is home from overseas. . . . Agnes 
Uhlick resigned August 4 after working 
two and one-half years. 


Seward 


News time slips around again for Sew- 
ard, so let’s see all you guys and gals read 
our addition. . . . Early to bed (?), well 
anyway, early to rise, makes everyone 
healthy, wealthy and wise, so think the 
Seward operators. They have had two 
breakfasts so far this month, arising and 
eating by four A. M., which they have 
truly enjoyed. These gals really can take 
it. . . . We have quite a list of vacation- 
ers this month. Laura Douty, cashier, re- 
turned to work July 30th from a two 
weeks’ vacation visiting her sister in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. Lydia Kriegshauser 
visited one week in Colorado Springs, 
also, and spent one week at home. Mrs. 
Hafemeister spent her vacation visiting 
in Colorado along with her hubby (Mac). 
Have a swell time, gal. Beata Merz has 
just started her two weeks of leisure. 

.. The other day George Miers was at 
Utica on a case of trouble. The case—A 
telephone wire was wrapped around a 
fishing pole. He had to take off his pants, 
shoes and socks to reach the wire. Quite 
a scene for the fish, eh what! ! ! Fo oe 
Helen Greiner had quite a scare the other 
day. Her pet canary “flew the coop.” 
After neighbors and friends frantically 
searched for the canary for about 24 
hours, the little creature was finally dis- 
covered tucked away in the corner of a 
drape of the curtain. . . Laura Douty 
spent the week end of August 11th visit- 
ing friends in Iowa. 


Syracuse 


We are glad to welcome Margorie Dun- 
bar to our list of operators, but we are 
sorry to lose Susie Frye who changed 
her name to Mrs. Glenn Wyatt on August 
1. A shower was given in her honor on 
July 24 at the office. . If you want 
a tip on which is the best horse, ask 
the advice of Mrs. Marguerite Lockhart 
who won a little cash while on her va- 
cation in Omaha. . . . Darlene Johannes 
spent her vacation in Lincoln visiting 
relatives. . . . Sophia Windels, chief op- 
erator, went to Springfield, Missouri, for 
her vacation and visited relatives. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst and family attended 
the Victory Picnic at Capitol Beach in 
Lincoln Saturday, August 18. 


Utica 


We have a new student added to our 
“push pluggin,’’ Aloe Wieman. Soon to 
be with us is Rosemary Vrbka, who will 
start her training the first of September. 


Wahoo 


August vacationers from Wahoo Traf- 
fic Department were Mrs. Mae Beaty who 
spent several dayS shopping in Qmaha 
and while there stayed at the Fontenelle 
Hotel, O My!!! ... . Lorraine Eberhardt 
accompanied her mother to Boulder, Colo- 
rado, and while there wil] make their 
home with Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Gilchrist 
Lorraine’s mother is recuperating from 
a serious operation and has pickeg a good 
place to go to regain health. . | . Hazel 
Hagenbuck is visiting relatives at Bris- 
tow, Clorado and knowing Haze] like we 
know Hazel, we bet she sees Colorado 
and has a good time. . . . Our very ef- 
ficient night operator, Mrs. Eana Cal. 
vin, is resigning August 31st to make 
her future home at Denver, Colorado. mrs 
Calvin has a service record of 23 years 
and during this time has given faithful 
service and will be missed by the many 


Subscribers whom she served so well. 
We too will miss you, Mrs. Calvin, and 
Wish you good luck and happiness in 


your new home. Margaret Holka, 
Chief operator-cashier at Ceresco, has 
been transferred to Wahoo to be the new 
night operator. We welcome you and 
wish you well in your new work... . 
Opal Allison, better remembered as Opal 
Brakhage and former chief operator- 
Cashier at Yutan, is back with us again 
and acting chief operator-cashier at Cer- 
esco. ... About seven young ladies from 
Our office braved the early morning 
hours, fog and rain on Sunday, August 
12th to have an outdoor breakfast at the 
City Park. In spite of all the dampness 
and no bacon, a good time was had... . 
Dewey Olsen, plant employee, enjoyed 
his two weeks’ vacation in August just 
hanging around home. . . . We welcome 
a new plant employee, Chas. Novak, for- 
mer Citizens Telephone Company em- 
Ployee, who has recently been discharged 
from the army. 


Weeping Water 


Oscar B. Dill, combinationman, started 
to work at Weeping Water, Monday July 
30. . . . Lelia Fitzpatrick spent her two 
weeks’ vacation starting July 30 at home 
resting. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor 


The “Rural Rhythmers” of our depart- 
ment took to the wide open spaces one 
Saturday afternoon and took a little trip 
to Cedar Rapids looking over the country 
Side. By “Rural Rhythmers” we mean of 
course Bruce Sievers, ‘‘Little Boy Ross,” 
Dick Spohn, Mr. Jahn and Mr. Cane. 
Mr. Sievers was pilot and we understand 
“The Little One”’ didn’t do so good as nav-. 
igator, as the boys got lost a few times. 
Mr. Jahn made the remark he didn’t 
know cars would do things the Sievers 
car does. They went through corn fields 
and cut through weeds about ten feet 
high and almost ran into another car 
when Bob told them the road was clear. 
As luck would have it though, due to 
Sievers’ super piloting and the “Little 
One’s” brainy navigating, they all re- 
turned to our fair city safe and sound, 
or should we say sound?. ... We want 
to welcome to our department this month 
three new employees. Mildred McGill has 
taken over the position of Junior Secre- 
tary. Mildred was transferred here from 
Addressograph. Lorraine McCauley has 
taken over the position of payroll clerk 
in the south office. She was transferred 
here from the Traffic Department. Doris 
Ann Glock, sister of a former employee, 
Phyllis Glock Walls, has also become one 
of us. You will find the welcome mat just 
outside the door girls, but be careful and 
don’t slip on it... . Terry Largent thought 
she would give her muscles a rest the 
other day, so she proceeded to move an 
adding machine out into the other office 
on a small table, but before arriving at 
her destination the table tipped and over 
went the machine on the floor, causing 
quite a commotion. . . . Vacationers this 
month are Dewey Nelsen who whiled 
away his time at Lake Okoboji, swimming 
and taking it easy. Mary Stebal spent 
her vacation in Albion and Waterloo, 
Nebraska. Dorothy Carlson took a little 
trip with her sister to Denver while Clara 
Jones went as far east as Chicago, While 
there she visited Virginia Bath, a former 
employee, who recently paid us a visit 
while here for a few days. Eunice Carl- 
son spent her vacation in her home town 
of Wausa, Nebraska. Imogene Pollard 
spent her few days in Nehawka and 
Omaha while Mr. Jahn stayed home and 


painted his roof, when the weather man 
would permit and Mr. Franklin did some 
painting around the house. The painters 
in the department ought to form a union. 
We do hope Messrs. Jahn and Franklin 
had better luck than the “little one” 
though. Gladys Holscher Renne took a 
trip to Oklahoma July 28 and returned 
a “Mrs.”’ Congratulations, Gladys. Elsie 
Powell vacationed to Denver while Vic 
Musselman spent his vacation in Missouri. 

. . Let the trumpets blow and the little 
bells ring. (Bob where is your little tin 
horn?) Our congrats to Ginny Petersen. 
We mean, of course, that rock she has 
been flashing. It really goes well with 
that dazzling smile, Ginny. 


Construction Department 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


This month was quite popular with 
our vacationers. Perhaps it was the end 
of gasoline rationing, but now we have 
several fishing trips to report. Herman 
Studier reports the fishing was good in 
Minnesota and we understand that R. E. 
Hibbert is there now trying his skill as 
an angler. Harry Moss took advantage 
of his vacation to look over his property 
in Wisconsin. A card received from Har- 
old Dudgeon indicates he is enjoying the 
beauties of New Mexico. John Hobson 
stopped by the office the other day to 
see if he could draft help with a paint 
job. John didn’t expect to spend the full 
two weeks working though. He indicated 
that a fishing trip was in the offing. 
Wedding bells and a honeymoon high- 
lighted the month for Foreman ‘Babe’ 
Combs and Miss Katherine Hohnstein, 
Chief Operator at Harvard. The wedding 
took place August 23rd. We have several 
other vacationers, namely; G. Placek, E. 
T. Little, T. B. Chinnock and J. H. Ro- 
land, but we have been unable to find 
out what their plans were. ... We are 
sorry to report that Clyde Boyles has 
been ill. He advised us that he was go- 
ing to Minnesota to recuperate and while 
there he planned to go through the Mayo 
Clinic for a check up. ... Art Holcomb 
is back in the States and advises that 
he hopes to be out of the army soon and 
back running a construction crew. We'll 
be glad to have you back, Art! 


Lincoln Army Air Field 
By Dorothy Fisher 


Don’t let anyone tell you that we of 
Booth House two don’t know the war’s 


over! ! ! We really had a work out after 
the surrender announcement, and no fool- 
ing. . .. Four of our operators attended 


the Victory Picnic and had more fun 
taking pictures, watching our team win, 
and eating! And you should see Barbara 
Craven on the slide! ... Inetta Perkins 
returned from a week at camp where 
she received several bites—mosquitoes 
not fish! ... Signs mean nothing to Betty 
Griffin who placed an “Open at 9” sign 
on an “Out of Order’ Booth. This was 
on account of because she came to work 
with Art Albers that morning (says he). 
Ruth Hawkins’ husband is getting a dis- 
charge from the army. ... Jane Slater’s 
husband has been very ill and Jane has 
been missed at the B. H. . . Welcome 
to our new operator, Evelyn Bradsby. 
... Nothing exciting has happened around 
here except we saved a bridge by calling 
the fire department. .. . Hey—Hay Fever 
is here with a vengeance, namely Ruth 
Avre, Pearl Grieser and Yours- Truly. 


Local Commercial 
Jean Beck, Associate Editor 
Here it is, another month so let us see 
what has happened down Local Com’ 
way. .. . First of all, everyone got to 


celebrate that eventful day, the one we 
have been planning to celebrate for years 


off 17 fe— 


We recently enjoyed the visit of two 
executives from the Muiual Telephone 
Company of Honolulu, Hawaii who 
stopped in during a trip through the 
States. Snapped during a chat with Mr. 
Agee, center, are J. B. Atherton, vice- 
president and secretary at left and George 
B. Palmer, treasurer at righ?. 


—V-J Day. It seemed that ‘‘Crystal Gazin’”’ 
Schlentz had foreseen this a couple of 
years ago and made plans to take his vaca- 
tion at that time. . . . We said ‘goodbye’ 
to three service representatives this month. 
—Dorothy Kehling, who will still be 
around town—Virginia Allard who is 
joining her sister in Colorado—and our re- 
porter who did a swell job of writing the 
news, Lorraine Wolf. She is heading.back 
home for California. Sorry to see you gals 
leave, we’ll be missing you. ...A new- 
comer to our office force this month is 
Maude Campbell. Welcome to our fold, 
Mrs. Campbell, we hope you enjoy your 


stay. . .. After two months of illness, 
Mrs. Cecile Anderson is back with us 
again. Welcome back, Andy!... The va- 


cation bug has hit again—Gertrude Mer- 
riman spent a week in Kansas City and 
the other week at home recuperating— 
Marie Stockton kept herself busy with a 
little house cleaning—Wilbur /Preusse 
took time off for a fishing (?) trip—The 
‘“‘Missouri Flash’? Helm is back in Lincoln 
operating at the L.A.A.F. while Chauncey 
Eggerss is in Colorado—K. B. Cary got 
away from it all by going to Ogena 
Beach, Minn.—Myrtle Hiner divided her 
time between Omaha and home—Betty 
Roeder traveled ‘down south to Kansas’ 
to visit her grandparents—Margie Lund- 
wall made a quick trip to Denver one 
weekend to be bridesmaid at her girl 
friend’s wedding—and everyone knows 
where “Swede”? Wohlberg hibernated for 
a week—at South Bend. ... “There’s A 
Ford In Your Future” at least that is 
the dream of Gertrude Merriman. The 
other noon Gertrude took her father-in- 
law with her to look at a ‘super-deluxe’ 
model, and after much talking, the dealer 
was persuaded to let the prospective cus- 
tomer take the car for a spin. It must 
have been some RIDE because ‘Gertie”’ 
has made no comment about it since she 
arrived at work that noon—a little late 
and completely worn out from her walk 
back to town. 


Service Department 
Derothy Miller, Associate Editor 


South Bend was quite popular for some 
of our vacationers this year. George Keith 
spent a few days there scaring all the 
fish away with his motor boat. ... George 
Albury and his family thought they would 
spend their vacation there too, but it 
started to rain the second day and con- 
tinued to rain the third day. Anyone who 
knows the condition of the roads in that 
part of the country when it is dry, will 
have to admit that it took some skillful 
driving to get back to Lincoln in one 
piece. ... Bob Green spent his two weeks 


mine miles east of Bemidji, Minnesota, 
fishing. . . . J. C. Miller and a neighbor 
went to a place near Fullerton, Nebraska, 
where they had pretty good luck catch- 
inb Channel Cat. ... Byron Pattison and 
Bedric Wanek and their families spent 
their vacation fishing at Grand Rapid, 
Minnesota, where they had a very good 
time and also caught a lot of fish... . 
Clem Bottorff had a nice tan which he 
acquired around home and out on the 
Blue fishing... . Rex Winders and family 
had a very nice vacation. They went to 


Estes Park. and Grand Lake in Colorado, ' 


where they stayed in cabins, and also 
went up to Snowy Range in Laramie, 
Wyoming. . .. Warren Shuck seems to be 
rather quiet about his vacation. It could 
be that his flower garden kept him out 
of mischief. . Lester Pierce didn’t even 
get out of the city limits on his vacation. 
His vacation was taken up by the delight- 
ful task of moving on his “‘chicken farm.” 
Jake Schneider spent his vacation 
being nurse maid to a brand new baby 
boy who arrived on the first day of Jake’s 
vacation. . Les Livingston didn’t get 
to see much of his vacation because he 
happened to have an eye infection just 
at that time. Tough luck, Les. ... Harry 
Palmquist stayed close to home on his 
vacation, but did manage to get to town 
once in a while to scout around for ci- 
gars... . Hugo Staley came back to work 
redder but wiser from his’ vacation. 
Though he says he enjoyed himself and 
that’s what counts. Ivan Paddack 
managed to get out of town and visit rela- 
tives at Edgar when on vacation. 
We don’t know just how it happened, but 
Ed Dulin apparently tried to bite off 
more than he could chew. Bsus brand 
new set of “uppers.” 


Supply Department 


Darleen Healey, Pinch Hitting for 
Verda Asford, Associate Editor 


All of us and specifically your pinch- 
hitting editor will be glad to have Verda 
Ashford back from San Diego where she 
has spent some time with her husband 
while the Aircraft Carrier Tulagi is in 
dock. ... The peace news in August cer- 
tainly was wonderful. Sometime before 
the news of the surrender, a wager was 
made in the Supply Office as to when 
hostilities would cease. The reward was 
to be a dinner. As it turned out yours 
truly won with a guess of September 20th 
and was escorted to dinner by Anne Pav- 
el, Leona Pavel, Mardi Miller, and Charles 
Hansen. A good time was had by ll. 

. . Vacations are still in the limelight. 
Lowell Johnson took his vacation August 
13th to 26th spending a couple days fish- 
ing at Duncan, Nebraska and visiting his 
hometown—Stromsburg. Kent Eno 
took a trip to Pennington, Minnesota ar- 
riving there with one flat and no hay- 
fever. He planned to do some fishing 
there. . ... Ralph Culver, Bill Knee, Russ 
Rauch, Ray Sherman, W. J. Knudson, Ruth 
Marrow, Oscar Lewis, W. C. Maxfield, and 
F. J. Barnett also vacationed during Au- 
gust: Russ Rauch did some fishing with 
his children before they returned to 
school, We wonder if Ray Sherman could 
tell us how the horse races came out. 

. Don Aydelott spent one week of his 
vacation at a Red Cross training camp 
at Iowa. . L. A. Stacey returned on 
August 27th after an‘ interesting two 
weeks’ vacation spent in Mitchell, Ne- 
braska looking over the irrigation proj- 
ects. The rest of his vacation was spent 
in the Black Hillis. . .. We are sorry to 
report at this writing that Wesley Haas 
is ill and will be off work for awhile. 
We all hope that by the time you read 
this, we have him back with us, ... Bob 
Donaldson's step-son enters the Army 
very soon. ... Lt Chauncey Barney paid 


the Warehouse a visit during August. It 
was certainly nice to see him. ... We 
wonder why Anne Pavel’s eyes sparkle 
when her telephone rings. Care to tell 
us, Anne? Charles Hansen had an 
interesting experience in ‘August. He took 
a ride in one of his friend’s airplanes and 
viewed Lincoln from a somewhat differ- 
ent perspective. When asked how he liked 
the ride he remarked, “I think the air- 
plane is definitely here to stay.” ... We 
have reason to feel proud of winning the 
ball game from the WACs of the Lincoln 
Air Field at the Company picnic since 
four of our girls played on the team. 

Our sympathies go out to Ted Nyden 
whose father passed away August 13th 
in Chicago. Funeral services and burial 
were in Lincoln August 17th. ... The 
Supply Department is having one “awful” 
time in obtaining steel wire, poles, and 
telephones. There is every indication that 
within 90 days the delivery of these im- 
prtant items will be more like normal. 
. . . We are glad to observe the prepara- 
tions being taken in getting supplies in 
condition for inventory the last of this 
month. This: always means an accurate 
count and a saving of innumerable hours 
searching for missing items. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


Auburn 


Vivian Milan, former commercial clerk 
has resigned to assume her new duties 
as Deputy County Clerk at the Court- 
house and Lonnie McLain former em- 
ployee in the Traffic Department is the 
new commercial clerk. Vacations were 
started on August 6th and 7th by Stella 
Clark, chief operator and Myron Birdsley, 
combinationman, respectively. 


Beatrice 


Never a dull mment, how true this is 

especially when about 40 girls contribute 
a bit of news during a months time... 
Phyllis Maw has gone “Deep in the heart 
of Texas’’ to be with her husband sta- 
tioned there. ... Aside from the fact that 
Leila Broadston spent her vacation in 
Diller and Ruth Messler just took life 
easy in Shubert, we have nothing further 
to report on vacations. : .. Vey Warren 
was called to The Dalles, Oregon, because 
of the death of her niece. Our sincere 
sympathy is extended to Vey and to 
Louise Schmidt whose father passed away 
July 30th. Gail Trindel, Jacquelyn 
Spiker, Elayne Spearman, Betty Seckman 
and Harriet Hummber are welcome ad- 
ditions to the Traffic Department. 
Best story of the month: A certain Lieu- 
tenant home from overseas seems to have 
quite a bit to do with it. First Norma G., 
unable to work one morning because of 
an infected lip; two days later, lip still 
taped, Miss Gillham proudly displays a 
lovely diamond. and she is leaving us in 
the near future. We’ll miss you, Norma 
Jean. No doubt we’ll have more postwar 
plans to publish next month. ... Mr. Dick- 
enman and family attended the Company 
pienic in Lincoln, August 18th. .. . Vir- 
ginia Kaiser spent several days of her 
vacation visiting relatives in Fairbury and 
enjoyed the remainder just taking it 
easy at home. ... W. E. Macdonald and 
H. O. Gillespie attended the Victory Pic- 
nic at Lincoln August 18th. . .. Frank 
Walters spent his vacation making repairs 
on his tenant farm near Crab Orchard, 
other recent vacationers included R. I. 
Schouborg, Frank Nevitt and Ben Ford, 
who spent their time around the home 
town. 


Burchard 


While Hattie Wilcox spent her vacation 
in Deshler, her sister, Mrs. Adolph Bocek 
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of Wilber, was in charge of the office, 
and speaking of the office, it’s been com- 
pletely redecorated and looks very nice. 


Cook 


Mrs. Townsend enjoyed a visit from 
Lillian Harper and Esther Fritz of Lin- 
coln recently and also a visit from her 
daughter on August 16th. 


Crab Orchard 


The news here just seems to. be a list 
of visits which include Jessie Bryson’s 
Tecumseh trip August 4th to attend the 


wedding of her niece; a recent visit to. 


Tecumseh by Helen Jones; and Jessie 
Bryson’s departure for Beatrice August 
15th where she has employment. 


Fairbury 


Vacations are in full swing this month:. 


Marjorie Heidelk went to Denver; Eileen 
Aubert to Wichita; Pearl Bishop, Arlene 
Cline and Mary Jackson took life easy 
for two weeks. Martha Ehlers and Edna 
Bast spent their time in Kansas City. 
Mandane Reid visited in Lincoln and W. 
O. Bundy visited in Wyoming and Yellow- 
stone National Park. . 
Mrs. Lewis Bales, the former Jean Har- 
ris, back at her usual place in the Traf- 
fic Departmet and Mrs. Darlene Burgett 
Claussen, who worked at the Beatrice 
office. J. C. Gear and his wife, Beryl Les- 
lie, Mary Jackson and Annabelle Stocker 
attended the Victory Picnic in Lincoln. 

. Mrs. Dolores Hendricks Rodwell is 
spending two weeks in Boston, Mass., 
where: her husband, Pfe. Chas. W. Rodwell 
is stationed. 


Friend — 


We believe that this really comes under 
the heading of news this time, Jim All- 
dritt, after having enjoyed the lonely 
state of bachelorhood for some consider- 
able time, changed his mind or maybe 
we should say heart and entered what 
some people lightly call the blessed state 
of matrimony. Anyway, July 30th was 
an eventful day in Friend as Kate Jensen, 
formerly of Cordova, became Mrs. James 
Alldritt and they are happily settled in 
their newly purchased home. You know 
you have our best wishes Jim; and if 
you need it badly enough, our old toaster 
because we can’t buy a new one for you. 

. Roberta Redman returned to work 
from her vacation in Denver and Marie 
Gifford is spending hers at Lake Okoboji. 


Humboldt 


Mary Meister is enjoying her two weeks 
vacation by fishing every day and the 
local boys are already taking down all 
records as they’re sure to be broken, for 
Mary fishes with vim, vigor and ven- 
gence. . . . George Damon is also vaca- 
tioning but we don’t know where, as far 
as we know he must be playing the part 
of ‘‘The Keeper of the Bees.” 


s 


Johnson 


Lydia Krogman plans to attend the Lin- 
coln School of Commerce this fall and so 
will terminate her service on August 31st. 
We will miss you, Lydia... . Irene Ray 
left July 13th for El Monte, Calif., to visit 
her daughter, Mrs. Dale Dunkle. 


Pickrell 


Mrs. Davis, chief operator and her niece 


left August 14th for Denver and Chicago 
to visit with relatives. 
Steinauer 
Mary Hoffman and Donna Shutz spent 
a day visiting Atchison, Kansas, recently. 
Sterling 
During the month of August Margratha 
Ottjes and Barbara Ann Benson were on 


vacation. . . . Ruth Probst enjoyed a day 
in Lincoln August 8th. 


We welcome. 


v% 


Table Rock 


We welcome Carol Strohm, our new 
student operator. . . . Winifred Morrison 
spent August 9th in Lincoln shopping. 

. Pearl Freeman had such good luck 
gardening this year that she’s experiment- 
ing a little with a rather elderly chevro- 
let in her front yard. It’s been there for 
quite a spell and we believe it’s firmly 
rooted by this time. The grass around its 
edges is flourishing nicely and we wouldn't 
be surprised if early some morning Pearl 
might not be observed carefully tending 
the chevrolet with water and maybe a 
little vigoro. 


Tecumseh 


Mr. and Mrs. Meshier enjoyed a visit 
from Lt. (j. g.) Charles Meshier who had 
a ten day leave recently. Lt. Meshier left 
for Corpus Christi, Texas, August 14th. 

. Edna Ragon vacationed during the 
month and was in Omaha V-J Day. If 
you remember that was the day every- 
body kissed everybody else with vim and 
vigor and we’ve been wondering if Edna 
was on the street at the time all this 
activity took place. So far we haven’t re- 
ceived a report. ... Another V-J occur- 
rance we should mention happened to 
Bernice Allen. Just as bells were ringing 
and whistles blowing full blast, her front- 
door opened and in walked Pfc. Glen 
Mueller. He happened to arrive home on 
a furlough and provided Bernice with a 
personal climax to V-J Day. . . . Goldie 
Thompson attended the wedding of her 
nephew August 4th and we were very 
sorry to hear that. Mrs. Irby Halver- 
Stadt’s brother, Clarence Chamberlain 
passed away at the Veteran’s Hospital in 
Lincoln on August 20th. The funeral was 
held August 22nd at the Kritner Funeral 
Home at Fairmont. 


Wilber 


Vacations seem to make up the news 
here this time. Viola Knapp is spending 
part of her two weeks in Lincoln and 
Anna Aden has returned to work after 
spending two weeks in Omaha where her 
sister, Amelia is still undergoing treat- 
ment. . . . Lavina McElroy is vacation- 
ing at Scott Field, Ill., with her husband. 

. Lloyd Miller is vacationing too, but 
we don’t know where. His past-time in- 
cludes baseball, raising webfooted chick- 
ens and on rare occasions he has been 
known to frequent establishments that 
Once-upon-a-time had swinging doors, so 
in case anybody is interested they might 
find him at one of those places. 


Wymore 


Viola Dunn, chief operator journeyed 


to Denver to spend her vacation with 
relatives and friends. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Exeter 


Margie Grewell, Chief Operator, spent 
the week end of August 11 in Plattsmouth. 


Fairmont 


Ruth Crooker and Ruth Joy enjoyed 
vacations during the month of August. 

. Leone Baker spent August 9 in Lin- 
coln. . . . The Fairmont girls are very 
happy over the new furniture they re- 
ceived for the restroom. 


Geneva 


Not much news from Geneva this time. 
_— Vacationers included Phyllis Fel- 
lows, Eileen Ostdiek and Erma Dixon. 
Phyllis and Eileen braved the travel con- 
ditions and went to California and Wy- 
oming, respectively. Erma decided to stay 
at home for at least one week and we 


can’t report on the other one yet... 
Helen McDonald, Helen Moritz and Mary 
Kuniewicz resigned and have returned 
to their homes while their husbands are 
stationed overseas. . LaNora Hopken 
was all smiles due to the fact that her 
boy friend was home on furlough. : 
Patty Murrell and Emma Ebbeka were 
absent during the month due to illness. 
. . . Mrs. Winona Worthington and Mrs. 
Dorothy Huston are helping out in the 
traffic department during the rush. 

Mrs. Gladys Stiers is back to work after 
a leave of absence and Mrs. Mareldine 
Maw is enjoying a leave of absence. 


Grafton 


Mrs. Iva Sole, chief operator-cashier, 
is spending her vacation in Omaha and 
Auburn visiting relatives. 


Hastings 


It wasn’t another explosion you heard 
one evening recently. It was just Alma 
Herzog taking the garage doors with her 
as she was putting the car away. Just 
where had you been, Al? . It seems 
Mary Ann Swanson has taken up a new 
side line. If you care to have anything 
taken apart and put back together again 
with a few pieces left over (especially 
pencils) just call on Mary Ann... . For 
a review of the latest movies playing in 
Grand Island, see Miss B. Rohrer and 
Company. We saw you, Bee. Not bad! 
Ten days of horse racing and not hitting 
them on the nose made Jim Dudgeon 
feel like hitting them on the tail. ‘‘Hot- 
tipper and ticket-taker’’ Jack Mason saw 
to it that everybody is eagerly awaiting 
that pay check of the 25th. ... Everyone 
can heave a sigh of relief as Jim Dud- 
gen has finally found a house to move 
into. Anybody interested in helping Jim 
move is assured of one nice cold drink 
(of water?). ... The only casualty at the 
annual Catholic picnic in Sutton was Marie 
Brewer who encountered a hefty boot on 
the dance floor, so the story goes. Well, 
anyway, she came limping to work the 
next morning. Bee Rohrer braved 
traveling conditions to spend the last 
week of her vacation in Denver. Tare 
Jack Mason and Ralph Wait are two 
other vacationers. Jack will still make 
no statement as to the outcome of his 
(which was spent ‘‘playing the ponies’’). 
Ralph is back with some bigger and bet- 
ter fish stories after spending a week at 
Long Pine. ... A son, Gary Arthur, was 
born August 17 to Mrs. Bette Duncan 
Willmes. Bette was a former commercial 
department employee. Her husband, Ar- 
thur Willmes A O M 2/c, was killed July 
25 in an explosion at the Navy Yards in 
Oakland, California. . The only news 
from the traffic department is a report 
on a few of the vacations taken during 
the month of August. Dorothy Osterthun 
spent her two weeks in Tecumseh eat- 
ing her mother’s home cooking. Minnie 
Schlitt is sporting a lovely sunburn which 
she picked up while spending some time 
at a lake in the western part of the 
state. Marie Pearson took a chance on 
traveling and went to DeBeck and Grand 
Junction, Colorado. . . .Katherine Outhier 
spent her vacation at home. . .. Patricia 
Traphagan spent a week end recently in 
McCook. 


Ohiowa 


Hazel Drummond is spending her va- 
cation at home. 
Osceola 
Agnes Gustafson and Maxine Herbes 
each enjoyed a week of their vacation 
during August, spending the time at 
home. 
Polk 
Due to the war transportation difficul- 
ties, etc., Ada Marie Nelson decided upon 
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a new and different way of solving the 
vacation problem this year and stayed 
home nursing a case of the mumps. We 
have always been under the impression 
that the mumps was a “kid’’ disease, but 
had to change our minds when a second 
case was developed by Ramona Nelson. 
Both girls are back to work again and 
seem none the worse for their experience. 


Shelby 
Grace Lux returned to work August 27 
after a week’s vacation which she spent 
at home. 


Stromsburg 


We wish to welcome our new operator, 
Beatrice M. Sundberg, who began her 
training August 4. .. Ann Seymour 
spent some time in the Osceola area the 
latter part of July and the first of Au- 
gust. 


Superior 


Bonnie Brittenham spent a quiet va- 
cation at her home in Hardy. ... Betty 
Jeppesen spent a day recently visiting 
at the Brittenham home in Hardy. ; 
Nadeen Messersmith, Bonnie Brittenham 
and Betty Jeppesen were visitors at the 
Deshler Fair. . . . Frances Sarchet is en- 
joying a reunion with her brother who 
has returned from two years overseas 
duty in England, France and Germany. 
Josephine Tieskoetter received a long 
awaited telephone call from her Navy 
husband saying he was back in Calif- 
ornia. . .. Betty Jeppesen is vacationing 
this month. Frances Sarchet spent 
a day in Concordia, Kansas, attending 
a family gathering but Frances must 
have eaten too much because she was 
sick for a couple of days afterward... 
Wanda Thayer’s boy friend had a leave 
from the Navy and paid her a visit. 


Sutton 


One of our operators, Gertrude Scheier- 
man, has a terrible time getting to Lin- 
coln. Monday morning found her at the 
depot just in time to see the eight o’clock 
train going ‘round the bend. No more 
trains for the rest of the day, so Gertie 
tried her luck Tuesday and made it. ... 
Catherine Kahm, Evening Chief Opera- 
ter, spent August 12 in Lincoln visiting 
relatives. . . Miriam Griess, commercial 
clerk, was transferred to Hebron as cash- 
ier. She was presented several gifts and 
best wishes in her new job from the Sut- 
ton gang. ... Jack Mankamyer and Perry 
Caldwell were vacationers this month. 
Jack spent his time fishing and Perry 
spent his vacation at home. 


York 


The York news this month is made up 
of vacations, resignations and operations, 
but mostly vacations. Topping the 


. vacationers’ list is George Mehuron who 


did a swell job of staying home and tak- 
ing care of the family business. Rov 
Rogers boarded the train for Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, not satisfied with Nebraska’s 
wheat crop he got in on Cheyenne’s 50 
bushel. Mrs. Pflughaupt made Lincoln, 
Seward and York her three points of in- 
terest while on vacation. Virginia Fuller is 
on vacation at the present time. : 
Ferne Wilger and Shirley Cartwright 
tendered their resignations in the traffic 
department. Ferne is taking a_ position 
with the Central Electric & Gas Co., and 
Shirley plans to go to school... . Geoline 
Luebbe is with us again after a major 
operation at the York Lutheran Hospital. 
. Tena Radcliff and Alice McCartney 
are the new toll students with Nyla Peters 
instructing. The commercial office 
is once again at work on the new di- 


rectory which will be coming out around 
September 1. 
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GEE CHIEF, I'M SORRY / 
Y'5EE IT WAS 


LIKE THIS— 
5 nae 
it~ A . 
a. ad 
THE PRIZE STORY FROM DAVID CITY | ALMA HERZOG, HASTINGS FOUND THAT WITH WH. 


FLURRY, ALMOST AN HOUR EARLY, AND |) BE PUT INTO THE GARAGE , EVEN ill | Oke 
ARYING TO EXPLAIN WHY SHE WAS LATE! || WITH THE DOORS CLOSED, 3 


oe EXCUSE 7 ERO OF THE fiesae: 
‘Tyler r» BEATRICE 


WHO SPENT ALL OF ONE VACATION DAY, WALKING TO 
AND FROM HOME AND MEETING BLIS5ES FROM LINCOLN , 15 
HIS MOTHER HAD WRITTEN THAT SHE WHS COMING FOR A 
VISIT, LATE THAT NIGHT, AFTER THE LAST BUS HAD BEEN 

te W > () || MEL, TYLER PUT IN CALL, FEARING SOMETHING WAS 

A "VICTORY SED BE || WRONG - AND WHS INFORMED BY THE MATER THAT SHE 
FRANCES VIRGIL RISING SUDDENLY FROM AN. || WAS NOT SCHEDULED To MAKE THE TRIP UNTIL THE 


“Ak. | END SEAT ON A BENCH, SPILLING THE REST OF IT 1 DAY - 
HOSE. WHO KNOW HOW MUGH BOB ~~ | OCCUPANTS INTO A SCREAMING HEAP ON THE GROWND, rie eee HAD SO PLAINLY STATED IN 


SCHOUBORG HATES To WALK LIP THAT 
LONG HILL TOWARD HOME WILL BE. 
SORRY 70 HEAR THAT BOB WALKED PAST 
HIS CAR-AND HLL THE WAY HOME THE 
OTHER NIGHT BECAUSE HE THOUGHT HIS 
WIFE HAD THE HE45— BLT THEY WERE 
STILL IN THE CAR, RIGHT WHERE BOB HAD 
LEFT THEM THAT MORNING, 


MARGORY SNYDER ARRIVING IN # SUFFICIENT SPEED , THE CAR COULD Mh/O 


RUN FOR YOUR LIFE, DAGNABBIT, CUB, 
GLENN, IT’S A coy SPEED ‘uP! 
KAMIKAZE. ATTACK 5 3 


2 


MOST DEVILISH TRICK OF THE “VICTORY PICNIC." 
— HANK PEACHMAN AND ART KING TALKED THEIR 
WIVES INTO PILOTING A CAR ON THE “DODGEM." 
NEITHER LADY HAD EVER DRIVEN BEFORE AND 
THEIR TROUBLES WERE MAGNIFIED BY THE ADVICE 
FROM THE H¥STERICAL HUSBANDS ON THE SIDELINES. 


THEY SAY YOU HAVE 
TO “PAY THe FIDDLER“ 


GLENN STUART AND CUB CULBERTSON YORK, STIRRED UP 
A NEST OF BUMBLE BEES WHILE CLITTING WEEDS IN THE. 
POLE YARD. IN THE STAMPEDE TOWARD THE REAR 
IT WAS EVERY MAN FOR HIMSELF, WITH ONE 
PERSISTENT BEE LANDING WITH DEVASTATING 
EFFECT IN THE REGION OF CUB‘'S FLYING 
H HIP POCKET, 


1 \ 
REMINISCENT OF THE DAYS WHENCARL AWL 
WAS LEARNING TO JITTER-BUG--AND BUSTING 
HI5 L665 ON THE DANCE FLOOR-- 15 THE 
NEWS THAT MARIE BREWER HASTINGS 15 STILL 


LIMPING BADLY FROM THE EFFECTS OF DANCING 
19 ONE OF THE TOWNS HOT ORCHESTRAS. 


A SPECIAL MEDAL TO GEORGE MIERS, 
WHO HAD TO THKE OFF HIS PANTS, 
SHOES AND SOCKS TO REACH A 


CASE OF TROUBLE AT UTICA, HE FOUND |] ir 15 RUMORED THAT MARY MEISTER HAS 


THE WIRE WRAPPED AROUND A FISHING BEEN BUSTING ALL F 
ISHING RECORDS WIDE 
POLE OUT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE OPEN DOWN HUMBOLDT WAY, ESTABLISHING 


2 


STREAM . fl NEW MARK ON ALMOST EVERY EXCURSION. 


A —- Sez 73" -¢_ 4 


NN ae 


= - = 


ae amity nineten ON (Gumee0o 


HE three Mason boys, sons of J. 

A. Mason, Hastings testboard- 
man and Veteran of World War I, 
have done their share to bring peace 
to the world. DONALD MASON, 
who is a First Class Petty Officer in 
the Navy wears ribbons represent- 
ing the American Defense Service, 
and American, European and Asiatic 
theatres of war. He was at one time 
on convoy duty in Iceland and for 
the last two years has been in the 
Southwest Pacific. THOMAS 
MASON enlisted in the Navy in 
June, 1941. He is also a First Class 
Petty Officer and spent three years 
overseas in the American and Asiatic 
theatres. He is now on six months’ 
shore duty at Great Lakes, Ill. S/Sgt. 
MILTON MASON, the third Mason 
boy to enter service, has been in the 
Army Air Corps since June, 1943. 
He was a gunner with the 15th Air 
Force in Italy and recently returned 
to the states. He is now stationed 
at Santa Anna. 

PAUL L. SEEMAN, husband of 


Mrs. Lydia E. Seeman, evening chief 


Above, Paul L. Seeman, husband of 
Mrs. Lydia Seeman, operator at DeWitt, 
faken during his Army days on a bridge 
over the Black River, N. Y., in May, 1943. 


Right, (1) Li. James A. Merriman, hus- 
band of Mrs. Gertrude Merriman, Lincoln 
Business Office, who was killed in action 
March 8, 1944; (2) Pfc. Marvin Garlock, 
husband of Mrs. Velma Garlock, operator 
at York who appears with him here; (3) 
Sgt. Leslie McElroy, husband of Lavina 
McElroy, cashier at Wilber. 


Three sons of J. A. Mason, Hastings Testboardman: (1) Thomas Mason, a petty of- 
ficer 1/C with the regular Navy (2) S/Sgt. Milton Mason with the Army Air Corps and 
(3) WT 1/C Donald Mason, also with the regular Navy. 


operator at DeWitt, has just received 
his well-earned discharge from the 
Army. He served as a Technician 
Fifth Grade with the tank destroy- 
ers and landed in Normandy on 
D-Day. He was wounded October 
10, 1944 in Germany and was hospi- 
talized in England. He returned to 
the States in March and received his 
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discharge August 3. 


Lt. JAMES A. MERRIMAN, 
husband of Gertrude Merriman, Lin- 
coln Commercial Department was 
pilot of a B-24 Bomber over Ger- 
nany on fourteen missions before 
his plane was shot down over enemy 
territory. He was listed as Missing 
In Action March 8, 1944, and when 


no further word was received from 


him or any of his crew, he was de- 
clared Killed in Action one year 
later. He was awarded the Air 
Medal and one oak leaf cluster. 


Mrs. Marvin Garlock, York Traf- 
fic Department, reports that her 
husband, Pfe. MARVIN GAR- 
LOCK, is now guarding Nazi prison- 
ers at Linz, Austria. Before the fall 
of Germany he saw action in South- 
ern France. His decorations include 
the Bronze Star for heroic achieve- 
ment against the enemy, and the 


Regimental Crest. 


Set. LESLIE McELROY, husband 
of Mrs. Lavina McElroy, cashier at 
Wilber, is with the Army Air Corps 
Ordnance and is stationed at Scott 
Field, Illinois. His duties include re- 


Lt. (j.g.) Ted Ray, husband of Mrs. 
Irene Ray, chief operator-cashier at John- 
son, who was District Clerk at Beatrice 
before entering the service and is at 
present on military leave of absence. 


pairing guns and taking care of the 
ammunition on the rifle range. He 
entered the service in January, 1942 
and is hoping to be released soon. 

Almost all of Lt. (jg )TED RAY’s 
Navy career has been spent outside 
the United States., After entering 
the service in March, 1942, he spent 
five months in Auckland, New Zea- 
land; twenty-two months in New 
Caledonia and from there was sent 
to Pearl Harbor where he is serving 
on the staff of Admiral Halsey’s 
Third Fleet. Before entering the 
service, Ted was district clerk at 
Beatrice and his wife, Mrs. Irene 
Ray is chief operator-cashier at 
Johnson. 

Mrs. Effie Harbour, janitress at 
the Humboldt exchange, can be 
justly proud of her three sons who 
served the country during World 
War II. Pvt. FLOYD HARBOUR 


entered the service in November, 
1941. After serving 28 months in 
Iran, he recently returned to the 
states and is now stationed in New 
Orleans, La. Sgt. CHESTER HAR- 
BOUR is now stationed in the 
Hawaiin Islands. He is a foreman, 
Inspector and is over 159 men. He 
entered the service in May, 1943. 
Her third son, ELMER, has just re- 
ceived his honorable discharge after 
serving with the army in France. 
He was awarded the purple heart for 
wounds received in ac- 
tion and was _ hospital- 
ized in England before 
returning to the states. 
Serving with the 
Army Air Corps in the 
Philippines, is Cpl. ED- 
WARD W. WATERS, 
husband of Mrs. Dor- 
othy Waters, operator 
at Nebraska City. He 
has been in service two 
years and overseas one 
and one-half years. He 
has four battle stars. 


for 2nd Lt. WAYNE T. MESHIER, 


younger son of Charles B. Meshier, 
Tecumseh area manager. Lt. Meshier 
was killed in action in France while 
serving with an infantry division on 
January 6, 1945. Entering the army 
in September, 1942 after three years 
of R. O. T. C. at the University of 
Nebraska, he was commissioned at 
Fort Benning, Georgia on July 4, 
1944 and embarked for the war 
theatre the following November. His 


older brother, Lt. (j.g.) CHARLES 


(1) Lt. Wayne Meshier, for whom a gold star hangs in 
the service flag of Charles Meshier, area manager at Te- 


cumseh and (2) Mr. Meshier’s other son, Lt. (j.g.) Charles 


Floyd and Earl Mc- = Meshier. 

Knight, sons of Mrs. 

Mollie McKnight, Table Rock Jani- 
tress, are both serving with the 
Army overseas. T/4 FLOYD Mce- 
KNIGHT has completed three and 
one-half years in the service and has 
been in Germany since January. Cpl. 
EARL McKNIGHT entered the 
service in June, 1944 and is at pres- 
ent stationed in England. 


The supreme sacrifice was the 
price of the achievement of victory 


W. MESHIER, a graduate of An- 
napolis Naval Academy, entered the 
service in July, 1940 and has served 
in both the Atlantic and Pacific war 
theatres. He was a line officer 
aboard an aircraft carrier for four- 
teen months during which he en- 
gaged in many major battles includ- 
ing the Gilberts, Marshalls, Saipan 
and the Battle of the Philippine 
Sea. He is now stationed at Corpus 
Christi, Texas for advanced flight 


(1, 2, and 3) Three sons of Mrs. Effie Harbour, janitress at H umboldt. (1) Sgt. Chester Harbour (2) Pvt. Floyd Harbour and 
(3) Elmer Harbour, recently discharged from the army. (4) Cpl. Edward Waters, husband of Mrs. Dorothy Waters, Nebraska City 
Traffic Department. (5 & 6) T/4 Floyd McKnight and Cpl. Earl McKnight, sons of Mrs. Mollie McKnight, Janitress at Table Rock. 


(1 & 2) Cpl. Don Smith, on military leave from the Construc tion Dept., and BM 2/C Dean Smith, sons of Howard Smith, Equip- 
ment Foreman at Lincoln. (3 & 4) The two sons of John J. Eisenbarth, Construction Department lineman, SM 2/C Ben Eisenbarth 


with the Merchant Marine and RM 2/C John Eisenbarth of the Navy. 


operator-cashier at Bennet, formerly with the U. S. Army. 


training. 

Howard C. Smith, Equipment 
Foreman at Lincoln has two sons 
serving with Uncle Sam. BM 2/C 
DEAN SMITH, in the Navy since 
March, 1942, has seen duty on both 
the Atlantic and Pacific. He was on 
convoy duty to Iceland, Ireland, 
England, Oran, Persia and India. He 
returned to the states and then 
started out again for Okinawa, 
Saipan and Hawaii. At present he 
is somewhere in the South Pacific. 
DON D. SMITH, a corporal in the 
Marine Corps, is a telephone Com- 
pany Service Star. He was overseas 
two years and saw action on Tarawa 
and Saipan. At present he is sta- 
tioned at Corpus Christi, Tex., hav- 
ing returned to the states in Febru- 
ary. 

The Navy and Merchant Marine 
were the two branches of service 
picked by John and Ben Eisenbarth, 
sons of John J. Eisenbarth, Lincoln 
lineman. Radarman Second Class 
JOHN EIJSENBARTH has seen 


ur years of service in the Navy. He 
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Kenneth Wirthel, son of Mrs. Jessie 
Wirthel, chief operator-cashier at Cor- 
dova, who was recently discharged from 
the Army. He is pictured with his wife. 


has served in the American and 
Asiatic-Pacific Theatres. He was on 
the aircraft carrier HORNET from 
the time it was launched until it was 
sunk. He then served on the U.S.5. 
MACKINAC until he returned to 
the States in February. After he re- 


(5) Norman E. Dilworth, son of Mrs. Nora Dilworth, chief 


the Coast Guard for three years. 
While on duty off the coast of Nova 
Scotia, he was wounded and was 
hospitalized for 28 months. At the 
present time, he is stationed in Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. S 1/C ALBERT 
A. ALLDRITT has been in the serv- 


Three members of the James Alldritt family: (1) PO 2/C Hubert Alldritt, U. S. 
Coast Guard, (2) S 1/C Albert Alldritt, pictured with his wife and (3) Pfc. Moreane All- 
dritt, WAC, formerly our chief operator at David City. James Alidritt is a combination- 


man at Friend. 


turned to the States, this ship was 
also lost. He participated in eleven 
major engagements and is at present 
attending Radar school in California. 
BEN L. EISENBARTH is a Stew- 
ards Mate Second Class in the Mari- 
time Service. He entered the service 
in October, 1944 and received an 
arm injury while on sea duty. He 
returned to San Francisco and is now 
expecting to go back to sea soon. 
Two sons and one daughter of 
James Alldritt, combinationman at 
Friend are serving with the armed 
forces. Petty Officer Second Class 
HUBERT ALLDRITT has been in 


ice since March, 1944, and is with 
the Naval Fire Department at Farra- 
gut, Idaho. Pfc. MOREANE ALL- 
DRITT with the WAC is a tele- 
phone operator at Bolling Field, 
Washington, D. C. She has com- 
pleted over two years of service and 
in her last letter home, stated that 
she hoped to be released soon. Be- 
fore entering the service she was 
chief operator at David City and is 
now on military leave of absence. 
Getting accustomed to civilian life 
after eight years of army life, is 
NORMAN E. DILWORTH, son of 
Mrs. Nora Dilworth, chief operator- 


‘s/ 


cashier at Bennet. He served with 
the 17th Infantry on Attu and Kiska 
and then with the 7th Division on 
Leyte and Okinawa. Returning from 
Okinawa on September 1, he re- 
ceived his discharge September 3. 

Mrs. Jessie Wirthel, chief opera- 
tor-cashier at Cordova reports that 
her son, KENNETH L. WIRTHEL, 
is now with his wife in Seward, fol- 
lowing his discharge from the army. 
Entering the service in 1941, he 
went overseas a year later, being sta- 
tioned in the MHawaiin Islands, 
Guadalcanal, and New Britain. The 
last six months of his army career 
was the only time he was in actual 
combat and this was in the Philip- 
pine Islands. 

HARVEY W. SCHENK, son of 
Mrs. Ricka Schenk, operator at 


T/5 Harvey W. Schenk, son of Mrs. 
Ricka Schenk, operator at Humboldt. 


Humboldt, is a Technician Fifth 
Grade in the Signal Corps on the 
Island of Ceylon. He has been in 
the service since March, 1943, and 
has seen many historical places: in- 
cluding old temples in India and the 
Garden of Eden on Ceylon. 

A. E. Holt, David City, combina- 
tionman, who served in the Philip- 
pines in the Spanish-American War 
has two sons serving in the World 
War II. S/Set. FRANCIS E. HOLT 
has been in the service since May, 
1943. Using his talent to good ad- 
vantage in the army, Francis works 
in the special service company and 
paints scenery for the shows put on 
for the servicemen by Movie Star 
troops. He is in France at the pres- 
ent time. ACMM BEN L. HOLT 
has served with the Navy for seven 
years. He served on the Atlantic 
on convoy duty before the war and 


spent five months 
on duty in the 
Aleutians and the 
South Pacific dur- 
ing the war. He is 
at present stationed 


at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. 


Mrs. Joan Koons, 
operator at Tecum- 
seh is expecting her 
sailor husband, 
AM 2/C IDEN 
KOONS, home any 
day with his dis- 
charge in his pocket. 


1941, he has been 
Overseas twice: 
both times serving a 
year at Pearl Harbor as an Aviation 
Metalsmith. 


Awaiting a_ possible discharge 
soon, Sgt. ALVIN H. SEGELKE is 
at present on detached service from 
Hills Field, Utah, with a military 
police unit. He served overseas 
twenty-eight months and has 68 
points to his credit. He is the hus- 
band of Eunice Segelke, assistant to 
the chief operator at Nebraska City. 

Mrs. Marie J. Turner of the Lin- 
coln Traffic Department has a spe- 
cial interest in the Navy, because 
that’s where her two sons, Dale and 
Fred Simmons, are. First in the serv- 
ice was Lt. (j.g.) DALE L. SIM- 
MONS who joined the Naval Air 
Corps on July 
1, 1942. He 


; ; (1) S/Sgt. Fran- 
In the service since cis Holt, son of 
A. E. Holt, David 
City combination- 


man, and (2) another son, ACMM Ben L. Holt, who appears 
with his sister and daughter. 


saw plenty of action with the famous 
Task Force 58 and participated in 
raids over Saipan, Formosa and the 
Philippines. He is now in the 
Hawaiian Islands but is expecting sea 
duty again soon. Just 15 days after 
his brother left for the wars, FRED 
R. SIMMONS joined the Navy also. 
He is now a Quarter Master Second 
Class and is stationed at the Philadel- 
phia Naval Yards. He just returned 
from a 30 day furlough spent at 
home after returning from sea duty 


where he was in on the invasions of 
Silicy, Salerno, 
Anzio and Nor- 


mandy. 


eee 


(1) AM 2/C Iden Koons, husband of Mrs, Joan Koons, Tecumseh. (2) Sgt. Alvin 
Segelke, husband of Eunice E. Segelke, operator at Nebraska City. (3 & 4) Li. (j.g.) Dale 
Simmons and QM 2/C Fred R. Simmons, sons of Mrs. Marie Turner, Lincoln Traffic 


Department. 


ing ambition is to get back into sport 
shirts and checkered trousers, after which 
he hopes to get the hook back onto his 
bowling ball. There seems to be a possi- 
bility that both ambitions may be realized 
in the near future. 

T/5 GENE GEMMELL has returned 
home. The first intimation that many of 
us had that he was again in the neighbor- 


7 y Jo e Hart I as ur hood came in reading the newspaper story 
of his wedding at Vesta, August 19th to 
Eileen Horner, former operator at Tecum- 
y seh and Hastings. As it had been well es- 
, tablished that this would be the first order 
eelsia wag anae — apie eapatee oe alarms in the Lincoln switchroom. from service but have not, as yet, returned of business upon his return it came as no 
pein Beebe ot ea seonee an old a displays his prowess with to renew old acquaintances are WALTER surprise and the News staff join with the 
se oe HOUR € a oe os RAN lea night in R. WILLCOXON who is at his home in couple's many staunch fon dean. that this 
ro © ° ; : : 
ecqitas sae (Ch Wie ile. Chacsheclane. ake ares fra airs League and shows Fairbury after a lengthy hospitalization for Those of us who pictured Major Howard project was crowned with success. Gene is 
a : . : no visible effects of the ravaging diseases shrapnel wounds; CLYDE S. WHIT- Spahnle as having spent the last year a veteran of the 342 Armored Field Ar- 
truck driver of “Swede” Foster’s crew, be- which laid him low in Western G , TING “roughing it’ in the frigid heart of Alaska 7 Robert A. Stall, of the Lincoln service 
gan his military leave. Robert has b ] L carrarag TON, lately released from the army will, no doubt, be disillusioned in seeing tillery Battalion and saw his heaviest action department wasied little time in assum- 
‘ y een ast winter. LESLIE G. HANSEN has in California; and ROBERT A. STALL him here, at his work at Fort Richardson, ‘1 the drive across Germany from east of ing total civilian status upon his recent 
employed as warehouseman in the supply also returned to work b : mealegp ; , se atia “Nowihern alas J s discharge from the Navy. In a ceremony 
department. On September tenth WIL- oer en the who has reappeared in his home town of ; the Rhine. at his home at Bennet, he was married 
, Pp construction department, pending final dis- Bennet and entered into certain other Race to Beverly Jean Cheney, a “home-town” 
LIAM L. ECKLES, JR., left for service. charge from his terminal leave status. Les atinead acai , 4 In his last step toward becoming a Perhaps it is better late than never, but girl on July 22. Bob enlisted in the Navy 
Bill is the son of Area Manager Eckles of it will be remembered is the feisier rhs an an DE NRT BRD EAL cae pilot, A/C ROY W. NYDEN is now sta- we blush to admit that we have just heard, Sate ae onivcwtie cos a Wineasia a 
; in thi ; eo . . : * d im i 
Plattsmouth and was employed there as fighter pilot who flew with the famed a oe tioned at the Naval Air Training Base at for the first time, of the wounds suffered radio work. He saw service for some 
groundman. “Thunderbuaie” sucks Aho diceetod Three fine promotions have been an- | Pensacola, Florida. Roy is a veteran of by T/3 DON RUTLEDGE in the Battle Geaioe gar aan oe a aren alan 
; C sriphi : ; : ing returned to the States 
In recent weeks there have been many of the Goering boys in the skies over ee te the past month. From cap- | several years service and was once the cox- of the Bulge last January. As Don’s bat- for recuperation from an attack of dengue 
changes in the military lists. Nearly all France and Belgium. tain to major are HOWARD SPAHNLE swain of a subchaser, plying the Atlantic. talion was being relieved from a month- fever. ; 
ae ony Honer Rell RS, ioe Boas Te i ent er and ROD ANDREWS, while GILES Lt. RICHARD L. LAHR managed to long combat tour they came under a con- 
on the move, some arriving on home soil siaihy fecee W/E ares September GERE has stepped up from major to complete his required number of missions centrated German bombardment. The the infantry. Later, as a corporal, he was 
from the Buvopesn Theater, some ieasin SON whe h add d ne iia lieutenant colonel. Latest word from Rod | before the Japanese capitulation ae phise house in which his group sought refuge selected for officers’ school, graduating as 
toe che Wrartera Pacific. rier is his ies oa cele cased stripe to is that he is established in the city of | hecame entitled bo ao iatoside Leave When was blown up and Don was one of the second lieutenant at Fort Monmouth. He 
received their discharge As can well be ar j Late of pasiesd pre to his itiner- Tokyo itself, having gone in with the he appeared in Lincoln he was still able few survivors. He was wounded in the taught, as a member of the staff and fac- 
prcimiued lie eck Of ine ag nee Rei an ng o , France and Ger- first contingent of troops to enter the | t6 display a: deep” Philippine tan. Dick right arm, severing an artery, and a suc’ ulty of the school until late in the year 
© Ss ~ . ¢ ¢ ‘ ; y 
Oe PG oi ae ee aa ee ce ae Saka Apna the post capital. For some reason the signal corps | found the Philippines to be the best of cession of operations were necessary to re- 1943, when he transferred to the 193 Sig- 
L I , whe S : : ; ; 
time is quite out of the realm of possi- after fifty-six days at age ee seems to have had the honor of being in all the places he touched so far as climate store the arm and finger movement to nal Repair Company. His service in 
bilities. So it comes as no great surprise over this island,” w ee pe wie - the vanguard of the occupational forces | and comfort were concerned, although the normalcy. He is at present in charge of Europe with this unit dated from Decem- 
Se ary hee ae a met ee ri ‘ eorge, and | there. Howard has just returned from | life of the natives struggling out from telephone and switchboard maintenance ber, 1944, they having finally been with- 
report, may have been thousands Pe files ae eee be ae Be a but they Alaska and enjoyed a thirty-day leave at | under the effects of Jap occupation was at a camp near Paris. drawn from the neighborhood of Bonn, 
egy. ‘ pig etiay haps ou oO ee one home. Colonel Gere is with the occupa- anything but bright. His opinion of New S/Sgt. JOHN B. EIDENMILLER un- Germany for the obvious purpose of trans- 
Noteworthy among the t rel second day a were een rns ie esa cee and has the honor | Guinea, its climate, flora and fauna can- derwent an emergency operation for ap- ferring to the Pacific. Recent develop- 
recent releases ok seventy- of being among the first of the Americans ; dicitis Rend cae RiEREA vodiedie: els aa ae 
: : were >s s at Darmstadt, Germany, in tate cate that the further journey 
is that of HOWARD STROUP, who has one prisoners, most of them with some to ent not be expressed on these pages. pendicitis a : 
; S , s er Vienna. He has been overseas d } tineteated-a dull a eee ae ee 
I justi : in 1 oe as staged a full recovery, being ssary. 
again taken up his switch adjusting tools kind of a skin infection. They were a since Januar Also on the first visit home following July an g ' 
| i < ys dao; and Noles the Bronze | y i k on the job as Mess-sergeant at Eber- 
and is very happily checking contacts and sight, and all of them were not much taller Star medal. his return from overseas in the European back on Jo g RECENT PROMOTIONS 
than kids, but they were sneaky. The Pvt. DARLYNE MUEL ; Theater is T/Sgt. JOHN FISCHER, who bach. R. D. ANDREWS, Capt. to Major. 
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An award of the Bronze Star for “un- 
stinting efforts and devotion to duty,” 
has been made to Major B. I. “FRITZ” 
NOBLE, who, according to the citation, 


dresses, moving from Camp Bowie, Texas, 
to Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 


home a sizable amount of high grade sou- 
venirs and trophies among which are the 
German climbers described in an article of 
this issue. Johnny's immediate and burn- 


he is hopeful of receiving only one final 
decoration; the gold eagle which repre- 
sents an honorable discharge. Dan’s basic 
training was received as a buck private in 


GEORGE WASSON, T/Segt. to M/Set. 


or — 


The most isolated of all our 
servicemen is Jack L. Kuch- 
era, whose present assignmen!} 
finds him on a tiny, barren 
island in the vast emptiness 
of the Pacific, known as the 
French Frigate Shoals. The 
pin-point appears only on the 
best maps and is in the archi- 
pelago stretching from Hawaii 
to Midway. At left he is shown, 
with a luxurious growth of 
chin whiskers, guarding the 
beach against an enemy who, 
Jack knows, could not possibly 
be silly enough to think he 
had use for the island, and at 
right the island’s inhabitants 
are snapped during a riotous 
celebration on V-J Day, Aug- 
ust 14th. Jack appears on the 
right with his arm around his 
pal, ‘‘Butch.” 
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was “instrumental in the planning of mes- : ; 
senger service and visual signalling on the 
continent.” Fritz served with the Twelfth 
Army and is executive officer of the sig- 


nal corps occupation force at Weisbaden, 
Germany. 


Among those who have been discharged 


Left: Pfc. Maurice A. Richards at his post on 
Guam, where he has been assigned to a heavy 
anti-aircraft group in the Marine Corps. For- 
merly in the David City plant department, 
Maurice has been in service since December, oe 
1943. ie 
Right: George E. Eggleston, who entered the 
Navy last July from the Auburn plant depart- 
ment and is currently stationed at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Center, Illinois, 
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Pioneer Fishing Party 


HE accompanying scenes were taken during 
the overnight fishing party staged by some 
of the hardier members of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter of the Independent Pioneer Telephone 
Association on September 8 and 9. Thirty-three 
pioneers met on the Blue River south of Waco 
at the beautifully situated and well appointed 
cabin of Mr. Wayne Harrington of York who 
was indeed the host supreme. Several nice 
strings of channel catfish were taken by some 
of the experts with, we believe, top honors go- 
ing to “Swede” Foster and Harry Eichenour 
with their string of fourteen. The anglers, how- 
ever, showed an unbecoming modesty and left 
before your cameraman could get a focus on the 
catch. Others, who hadn’t heard that when you 
go fishing you are supposed to fish, managed to 
think up other ways of entertaining themselves 
during the evening. A sunrise breakfast and 
some early morning fishing climaxed the highly 
enjoyable week-end. George Walroth, as chair- 
man of the arrangements, deserves a large pat 
on the back for a job well done. 


The pictures at left and above: 1. Reno Weis and 
Bill Minich of Geneva with a nice catch of four cat. 
2. The sunrise breakfast. Clockwise around the table, 
O. L. Sturtevant, John Reid, Chris Haberman, F. E. 
Behm, Jack Mason, Merle Hale and Ken Lawson. 
Standing are Harry Walker and Sam Jackson. 3. Hats 
off to the cooks who did a swell job of feeding the 
hungry mob. Left to right, “Cub” Culbertson, George 
Walroth and Ralph Wait. 4. Just a couple of sissies. 
F. E. Behm and Ken Lawson prepare to crawl into 
their pup tent for a little shut eye. 5. Our genial host, 
Wayne Harrington, left, relaxes with Harry Smith and 
Claude Helm on the rustic swing. 6. Vern Campbell 
snatches forty winks in solid comfort. 7. Somebody 
always wants to fish. Left to right, Chauncey Eggerss, 
Max Walker, Harry Walker, “Doc” Wilson and Glenn 
Stuart. 8. Max Walker freshens up to tackle the early 
morning breakfast. 9. John Reid and O. L. Sturtevant 
enjoy a bit of a ride in the rubber boat on the lake. 


1945 Golf Tournament 


OY MILLS of Wymore was crowned king 

of the L. T. & T. golfers (the fourth time 
he has held this honor) at the sixth “annual” 
golf tournament of the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Golf Association. The meet was 
held on September 23 at Hillcrest Country 
Club at Lincoln with high winds and hard 
greens sending scores soaring. It was the 
first meet since the 1942 affair. 


The Champ carded a neat 83 with Gore, 
Devoe and Dorland trailing in a three-way 
tie with 87’s. Low handicap score was turned 
in by Clyde Boyles who netted 68 with the 
benefit of a 26 handicap. Prizes were awarded 
to Sam Jackson for closest pitch on 12, “Jack” 
White for closest pitch on 3, Roy Mills for 
low gross score, Clyde Boyles for low handi- 
cap and Vern Campbell for highest gross 
score. 

C. A. Eggerss presided at the meeting with 
Merle Hale presenting the prizes. Officers 
for 1946 elected were J. S. Jackson, presi- 
dent: Frank Kubat, vice president; C. A. 
Eggerss, secretary-treasurer; Vern Campbell, 
Chas. Olson and Roy Mills directors. 


The pictures at right and above: 1. Clyde Boyles 
discovers some extra baggage in the form of a large 
chain which somebody “carelessly” placed in his 
golf bag. Helping solve the mystery are, left to 
right, J. S. Jackson, Chauncey Eggerss, Ed Dorland, 
Clyde Boyles, Vern Campbell, Roy Mills, and Elmer 
Neujahr. 2. The Champ, Roy Mills, gives Ed 
Dorland the low down on his putting stroke. 3. 
Four of the prize winners, left to right, J. 5S. Jack- 
son, Roy Mills, Clyde Boyles and Vern Campbell. 
4. Hungry golfers turn away from their steaks long 
enough to pose for the cameraman. 5. What not 
to do to become successful in golf. Bob Clifford 
demonstrates the beginning of his backswing. 6. 
Secretary Chauncey Eggerss takes over the business 
end of the meeting. 7. And just five minutes before 
Tom Risser was lamenting about his cold putter. 
8 The tee off. Left to right, Clyde Boyles, Carl 
Eggerss, Bob Anderson, “Jack”. White, Vern Camp- 
bell, J. S. Jackson, E. A. McKenna, Harry Gore, 
Elmer Neujahr, Ed Dorland, A. B. Gorman, Major 
Howard Spahnle, John McKinzie, Ken Lawson, 
George Cruickshank, C. A. Eggerss, and Roy Mills. 
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General view of the goings-on at the dinner table. The camera apparently caught 
everyone unawares with the result that we have an interesting study in backs of heads. 


Nice hair-dos though, don’t you think? 


SOFT BALL 
CELEBRATION 


HE Hillcrest Country Club was 


the scene of activities on Sep- 
tember 25 when members of the Lin- 
coln Girls Soft Ball Team and the 
coaching staff met for an evening 
of entertainment to mark the close of 
a successful season on the diamond. 
A total of twenty-two were in at- 
tendance. 


To start the program off right the 


(Above) We haven't the slightest idea what ihese folks are 
doing but they seem to be enjoying it. Left to right, Betty Hester, 
Grace Marrow, Anne Pavel, Leona Pavel, 
Zabel, Ruth Corning, Lucille Moss, C. E. Harp and Janice Sedlacek. 


(Right) Norma Roeder thinks maybe the gag isn’t so good but 
anyway she’s stuck with it. She seems to be having a little dif- 
ficulty getting her coffee cup off of her saucer. Frank Kuchera 


and Marie Adkisson offer moral support. 


Ruth Marrow, Arlene 


party-goers first sat down to a de- 
licious steak supper which went to 
bat with small chance of withstand- 
ing the onslaught of avid appetites 
and was called out in short order. 
Miss Lula Kloepper, secretary to 
the personnel director, was in charge 
of the evening’s entertainment and 
had a number of group games lined 
up which elicited much enthusiasm 
from contestants. Vocalizing in the 
form of group 
singing also added 
to the enjoyment 
and if quality was 
lacking (of course, 
we re not saying it 
was) the volume 


made up for it. Miss Gene Larson 
accompanied the songsters on the 
piano. 

A distinct flavor of the ‘old ball 
game” was added through the 
placards which were cut in the form 
of small pennants and the table dec- 
orations which represented various 
players and officials on the diamond 
in the form of silhouette cutouts. 

The favorite pastime was trying to 
decide which figure was which play- 
er although little difficulty was met 
in recognizing Marie Adkisson’s 
stance behind the plate or that of 
Arlene Zabel or Janice Sedlacek as 
they prepared to catch the ball. The 
figure with the mouth open was im- 
mediately spotted as Guy Seaton 
arguing with the umpire and the 
sylph-like figure of Coach Lloyd 


Jenkins was a cinch. 


Lucille Moss shows them how ii’s done in 
a “Drop the clothes pin in the bottle 
contest. Getting pointers are Marie Ad- 
kisson, Chet Harp, Janice Sedlacek, Grace 
Marrow and Anne Pavel. 


John Backstrom, Accounting Department, receives his sug- 
gestion dividend from General Auditor I. J. Devoe. 


Sterling Nelson, Auburn area manager, presents George Da- 
mon, Humboldt combinationman, with his award. Ed Flowerday, 


Humboldt manager, witnesses the event. 


SUGGESTION DIVIDENDS 


Ivan L. Olson, Lincoln garage service- 
man, accepts his reward for a good idea 
from Harry Smith, motor vehicle super- 
visor, 


A splendid assortment of useful and 
worthwhile ideas continues to be reccived 
regularly by the Suggestion Committee 
a number of which are under considera: 
tion and study at the present time. 

Five more awards were made last month 
for ideas submitted. These were presented 
to John Eisenbarth, Construction Depart: 
ment; Ivan Olson, Motor Vehicle Depart- 
ment; George Damon, Humboldt com- 
binationman: John Backstrom, Accounting 
Department; and Dorothy Lefler, General 
Plant Superintendent's Office. 


The Suggestion Committee which its 


composed of representatives from the 
Plant, Traffic, Accounting and Commer: 
cial Departments with the Personnel Di- 
rector acting as chairman, meets weekly 
or as often as necessary in order to con- 
sider suggestions that are received. All 
suggestions are submitted with the names 
of the employees removed so that the 
committee members have no way of know- 
ing whose suggestions are being con- 
sidered. All ideas, there- 
fore, are judged solely 
upon. their respective 


merits. 


Awards are classified 
into five groups ranging 
from $2.00 to $10.00 on 
the basis of their relative 
worth or merit in the 


judgment of the commit- 
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tee. In addition, special awards up to 


a 


$100.00 may be made where the adoption 
of a suggestion will result in a known or 


determinable economy, or if the adoption 
of a suggestion results in increased rev- 
enue for the Company. 

It’s easy to turn in suggestions. Just 
ask your supervisor for a blank, fill it out 
and send it to tne chairman of the sug- 
gestion committee at Lincoln. You might 
just as well be putting some of those good 
idcas cf yours to useful advantage. 


Above, F. E. Behm, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, 
presents his secretary, Miss 
Dorothy Lefler, with her 
suggestion award. 


Below, John Eisenbarth, 
lineman in the Construction 
Department, is rewarded 
for his suggestion by Paul 
Schmelizer, construction 
superintendent. 
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1 COUNTRW’S SERVICE 


Ne “se 
f d 
-_ % 


. v - 


rine tos 
. ~ « 
oe, —— . io . - 5 . Ec O R 
> G z i 
—— j - % 4! 


wen, 


Tuis SUPPLEMENT is presented as a tribute 
to the gallantry and service of our fellow em- 
ployees who have served or are serving in our 
country’s armed forces, and to help you read 
the story that the heraldry of heroes tells. 


BRIGHT AND COLORFUL are the decora- 
tions, medals, badges and ribbons which com- 
pose our nation’s insignia of military excel- 
lence. The more commonly seen ones are 
shown here. You should know that a decora- 
tion is conferred on an individual for a specific 


— 


General George Washington was 
the creator of thé first American 
military decoration for _ enlisted 
mem when he authorized the Pur- 
ple Heart at Newburgh, New 
York, on August 7, 1782. 


Soldier’s Medal 


Awarded to Army personnel and to 
me.nbers of the Navy, Marine Corps 
and foreign military personnel serving 
with the Army who have distinguished 
themselves by heroism not involving 


Navy-Marine Corps Medal 

Given by the Navy for heroism not in- 
volving actual conflict with the enemy, 
similar to the Soldier’s Medal. It was 
instituted in 1942, 


Medal of Honor, Navy 
Equal in value to the Army Medal of 
Honor, with the added stipulation that 
the courageous act shall be ‘‘without 
detriment to the mission.’’ Established 


Bronze Star Medal 
Awarded to al! U. S. services for 
heroic or meritorious achievement or 
service in military or naval operations 


: Instituted in 1 not involving aerial flight, but against Air Medal 

1861 Medal of Honor, Army act of gallantry or meritorious performance. A actual conflict. Instituted in 1926. the enemy, Established in 1944, Awarded to members of eee 
Awarded in the name of Congress to service medal is given for performance or serv- as Ly econ nee ae 
a soldier who distinguishes himself in ices 1n designated wars, campaigns or expedi- It euat can tiorieed +1 1942. 
battle at the risk of his life and above Gone, A bed ° i ' f ‘ 
and beyond the call of duty. This is - 41 Od0§e IS usually given ror proficiency, 
the Army’s highest decoration. Estab- such as in marksmanship. 


lished in 1862. 


A service ribbon is a sectional replica of the 
ribbon from which a decoration or medal is 
suspended, in the same pattern and color. 
Navy wartime awards in general are also given 
to Marine Corps and Coast Guard personnel. 


Combat Bar, 
Merchant Marine 
To personnel of ships attacked. 
Silver stars on ribbon show number 
of times wearer has been forced 
to abandon ship. 


* 


Veteran’s Badge 
Honorably discharged veterans of World 
War II may wear the emblem at left, de- 
signed for the Army. There are also spe- 
cial lapel buttons for the various branches 
of the military service. 


—) - 


AWARDS shown here are 
ae all members of the unit cited 
for outstanding performance of duty in 
battle. Above, Presidential Unit Cita- 


‘ >. below, Distinguished Unit 
— ee otk established in 
. . ° 1941. 
Distinguished 


Service Medal, Army 
This medal is for exceptionally 
meritorious service in a duty of 
great responsibility, and was cre- 
ated in 1918, 


Purple Heart 
Established by Washington in 1782, 
this award lapsed until its revival in 
1932. Given hi meritorious service in 
World War I, its use is now mostly 
for wounds received in action against 
the enemy, 


Mariner’s Medal 
Awarded to any Merchant Marine sea- 
man who suffers from wounds, physical 
injury or death as a result of enemy 
action. Established in 1943. 


Distinguished Service Medal, 
Merchant Marine 
Awarded to Merchant Marine seamen 
who distinguish themselves by  out- 


standing conduct or service in the line 
of duty, Established in 1943. 


Distinguished Service Cross 
Army award for extraordinary heroism 
in military operations against an armed 
enemy. It is second only to the Medal 
of Honor, and was created in 1918. 


JS 


Navy Cross 


Similar to the Army’s Distinguished 
Service Cross is this Navy decoration 


SERVICE RIBBONS 


et ed 


Service Medal, Navy 
Counterpart of the Army’s Distin- 
guished Service Medal, for excep- 
tionally meritorious service in a 
duty of great responsibility. Estab- 
Jished in 1918, 


Navy Commendation 
Ribbon 


the Secretary of the 


U. S. Atlantic Fleet 
Pacific Fleet. 


or U. 


For outstanding service recogni-.ed 
by a letter of commendation from 
Navy; or 
Commander in Chief, U. S. Navy, 


forces who have distinguished 
themselves by heroism or ex~ 
traordinary achievement while 
participating in an aerial flight, 
“stablished in 1926, retroactive 
te 1917. 


Oak Leaf Clusters 


Bronze: For each additional award 
to original Army decoration.  Sil- 
ver: Equivalent to 5 bronze clus- 
ters. Worn on suspension ribbons 
attached to the medals. Miniature 
used on service ribbons. 


Good Conduct ribbons represent awards by the 
four services to enlisted personnel: Army award 
established in 1941, notes ‘‘Efficiency, Honor, 
Navy award established 1869, for 
‘“‘Fidelity, Zeal and Obedience.’’? Marine medal, 
authorized 1896, for Obedience, Military Efh- 
ciency, etc.; Coast Guard medal is for same 


Fidelity.’’ 


requirements as the Navy, has clasp with name 
of ship served on by the recipient. Clasps on 
ribbon represents subsequent awards. 
Army Corps ribbon in the WAC colors, above 
right, represents service in the first women’s 
organization, the WAAC, 


Womens 
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sae Oo aseciniany heroisin in operations Jynerican Defense ; ; A 4 ae Ghbon indicates 
against an armed enemy. Established : . ‘bbon represents a Victory eda’, Sala :al 
in 1918. hs maar chlgte f th | service in World War I. Each al- 
medal for members of the armec lied nation has such a medal, of 
forces in services cpr tad : its own design, but ribbons were 
liehed od a — ers. AN, 5, ot “6 ot alike on all allied nation Victory 
ish seen eee ene carnal eee ae Medals. 
Silver Stay American Theater Enuropean-African-Middle __ _ Asiatic-Pacific 
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the ribbon bars upon which it ts 
worn. Bronze Star (shown on Vic- 
tory Medal above) on theater of 
war ribbon indicates major engage- 
ments; on American Defense Rib- 
bon indicates service outside con- 
tinental U. S. prior to December 
7, 1941. Silver Star replaces five 


Copyright 1945, Thomas R. Diver, Baltimore 2, Md. bronze stars, 


Loren Jackson's 
Signal Corps Outfit 
Among First in Tokyo 


MONG the first American troops 
to enter and occupy the Jap 
capital of Tokyo were members of 
the U. S. Army Signal Corps with 
M/Set. S. L. Jackson, husband of 
Marie Jackson of the General Traf- 
fic Department and son of J. S. Jack- 
son of the General Commercial De- 
partment, in their midst. This was 
revealed in a recent letter received 
by his wife in which he gives a 
vivid account of his trip from Manila 
to Yokohama and the final entry into 
Tokyo which he describes as one of 
the greatest thrills of his life and the 
definite highlight of his army 
service. 

Leaving Manila on August 31 they 
had a typhoon and some mine dodg- 
ing to relieve the monotony during 
the voyage to Japan which they 
reached in the dead of night. His 
letter relates, “We disembarked into 
a pitch black night—trucks of all 
sorts were lowered over the sides of 
ships—- super forts were flying over- 
head by what seemed to be hundreds 
in number. After our truck was un- 
loaced we started out to find a place 
to set up camp. Driving through 
Yokohama at this hour of the nizht 
there didn’t seem to be one Jap out 
out on the streets. While driving 
we saw the great destruction caused 
by the AAF bombs and jelly bombs 

great sections of the town were 
burned out altogether and _ every- 
thing looked like it had been afire. 
Masses of steel were all twisted and 
black and houses, buildings, trees 


and.all were burned to the ground.” 


After moving up the following 
day he continues, “Now I’m in 
Tokyo!!! We were the first outfit 
to enter and stay. General Mac- 
Arthur had the 1lth Army march 
through Tokyo and right out the 
day we moved in. Now today, a few 
more troops have moved in, but the 
first day if the women and kids had 
taken a notion to clean us out they 
could have and darned easy too. 


“On one of my trips to town I 
went aboard a hospital ship which 
was full of recovered American 
prisoners. What a sight that was 
and some of the stories they tell. 
When these prisoners asked what 
outfit I was from all of them looked 
surprised when I said, ‘Signal 
Corps.’ ” 

M/Set. Jackson entered the army 
in December, 1942 and sailed for 
the southwest Pacific the following 
August. During recent months he 
has been stationed at Manila. He 
has not been permitted to divulge the 
exact nature of his assignment but 
his Dad surmises it must have to do 
with the technicalities of radar. 
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New Exchange 
Building For Hastings 


Ns announcement was made last 
month of the proposed erection 
of a new exchange building for Has- 


tings to be located on the southwest 
corner of the intersection of 4th and 
St. Joseph. | 

The project, according to present 
plans which as yet are in the forma- 
tive stage, is scheduled for comple- 
tion during 1947. The new structure 
will house modern equipment and 
facilities for furnishing Hastings 
subscribers with the most adequate 
and up-to-date telephone service. 

The present exchange building 
which has been occupied by our 
Company since the acquisition of the 
Hastings property in 1912, has been 
sold to the Knights of Pythias and 
will be remodeled to accommodate 
their requirements. Our Company 
will continue to occupy the present 
quarters until the new building is 
completed and equipment is ready 
for service. 


“Smick” Williams 
Still Batting 1.000 

.C. “SMICK” WILLIAMS is still 

going strong in the National 
Safety Council’s “What's Wrong 
With This Picture’ contest. He has 
been a prize winner every month 
this year up to the September con- 
test which is still undecided. His 
latest award for the August entry 
was the grand prize ofa one hun- 
dred dollar war bond. Stay in there 
and pitch, Smick, we're pulling for 
you to make it twelve straight. 


German “Hooks” Cause Speculation 


Among the souvenirs collected by T/Sgt. John Fischer of the Lincoln 
service department was this pair of German climbers which Johnny spied, 
bargained for and bought in a little French town while the Germans were 


being pushed back toward the Rhine. 
They were recently placed on display 
in the Lincoln general office window 
and have been the source of consider- 
able wonderment and comment. 

In the face of some obvious short- 
comings, particularly their lack of 
adaptability for climbing various sizes 
of poles, the German version presents 
some advantages over the spur type 
of climber which can hardly be 
ignored. Cedar, creosoted pine or con- 
crete poles can be scaled with equal 
ease and safety, while the foot sup- 
port, extending beneath most of the 
shoe, lends much to the foot comfort 
of the worker. 


Johnny has used them many times in his work overseas and would be 
loud in his recommendations that they be adopted in this country were it not 
for the fact that it is almost impossible to walk with them on without falling 
flat every few feet. He doesn’t know how the Boche surmounted this diffi- 


cuty. 
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Claude Walker 
Back On the Job 


T SEEMS natural to see Claude 

Walker back on the job in the 
Lincoln Service Department where 
he has taken over the duties of Lin- 
coln maintenance inspector. Claude 
retired on October 1 and _ since 
then has journeyed to California for 
a few weeks’ visit before undertak- 
ing the managership of the Farmers 
Independent Telephone Company at 
Red Cloud from which position he 
recently resigned to return to Lin- 
coln. 

Mr. Harold Maxon of Hastings 
has since been named plant manager 
of the Red Cloud company. He for- 
merly was manager of the Hooper 
Telephone Company and has seen 
service with the Northwestern Bell. 
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Roosevelt Memorial 
Bonds Feature 
Victory Loan Drive 

HE Victory Loan Drive which 

opens on October 29 will feature 
a new bond of $200.00 maturity 
value to be called the Roosevelt Me- 
morial Bond, according to an an- 
nouncement by Secretary Vinson. 
The bond has been issued in memory 
of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, leader 
of the heroes who gave their lives for 
the victory they did not live to see. 
It will display his picture with the 
following inscription taken from his 
address to the nation following the 
attack on Pearl Harbor: “Every 
single man, woman and child is a 
partner in the most tremendous un- 
dertaking of our American history.” 


Lincoln Bowlers 
Get ‘Em Rolling 


PENING salvos in what promises 

to be another highly successful 
bowling season rolled down the 
Rosewilde alleys at Lincoln on Sep- 
tember 12 thus officially ushering 
in the 1945 competition. 

Spirit ran high as more than fifty- 
six men signed up to fill the com- 
plement of eight teams and a fine 
turnout of rooters added to the en- 
thusiasm during the opening battles. 


Teams are composed of seven men 
with two players “bowling off” ac- 
cording to a prearranged schedule 
each week leaving five on the actual 
firing line. 

At the end of nine games the Lo- 
cal Commercials and Outside Service 
were leading the league in a tie for 
first place with seven won and two 
lost. General Plant, Inside Service, 
Accounting, General Commercial, 
Switchroom and Shop and Supply 
followed in that order. Officers 
piloting the course of activities are 
Guy Seaton, president; Fred Stras- 
ser, vice-president and Bedric 
Wanek, secretary-treasurer. 


Two More Veterans 
Back At Work 


WO more L. T. and T. veterans 

have seen the end of their fight- 
ing days and are back in harness to 
resume their interrupted telephone 
careers. Lester Hansen has again 
donned his spurs and belt and has 
settled down to the duties of a line- 
man in the Construction Department 
while the Lincoln switchroom roster 
once more includes the familiar 
genial countenance of Switchman 
Howard Stroup. 


ee 


“Les” returned to work on Auzust 
29 after having served with the 
armed forces since January, 1943. He 
participated in the Normandy In- 
vasion and in the great allied offen- 
sive into Germany as a pilot of a 
Thunderbolt P-47 engaging in many 
bombing and strafing missions and 
with one Nazi fighter plane to his 
credit. He started with our Company 
in April, 1941 as a groundman and 
had been advanced to lineman at 
the time of his military leave. 
Howard has been with us since 
September 10. His military career 
began in January, 1942 and in his 
overseas campaigns he pushed up 
through Italy with the Fifth Army 
and engaged in the invasion of 
Southern France and subsequent 
drive into Western Germany as a 
member of a Field Artillery Obser- 
vation Battalion with the Seventh 
Army. He was hospitalized in Enz- 
land following an attack of yellow 
jaundice from which he complete'y 
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Edna M. Calvin 


Retires On Pension 
ELEPHONE subscribers in 


Wahoo will miss the cheerful and 
efficient services of Mrs. Edna M. 
Calvin who has 
served as night 
supervisor there 
for many years 
prior to her re- 
tirement on pen- 
sion on Septem- 
ber 1. 

Mrs. Calvin 
first engaged in 
telephone work 
in August, 1922 
when she was employed as a stu- 
dent operator in Wahoo after hav- 
ing moved there from Humboldt. 
She later served as night operator 
and during recent years as night 
supervisor in which positions her co- 
operative attitude and expert hand- 
ling of calls brought expressions of 
appreciation and commendation from 
the subscribers she served on a num- 
ber of occasions, particularly from 
physicians, law enforcement officials 
and others in emergency work. 

She is well known in religious 
circles in Wahoo, having taken an 
active interest and part in the affairs 
of the First Methodist Church -and 
has often won acclaim for the excel- 
lence of her handwork and sewing, 
which are her particular hobbies. 

The family has now moved to 
2229 Hudson Street, Denver 7, Colo- 
rado where two married daughters 
reside and where the Calvins propose 
to establish their future home. 

On the occasion of her retirement 
she was presented with a life mem- 
bership in the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter of the Independent Pioneer 
Telephone Association. 


Edna M. Calvin 


recovered before returning to the 
States. He began his work in Janu- 
ary, 1929 as a shopman, became a 
switchboardman in December, 1933 
and in June, 1937 was made a switch- 
man in the Lincoln main switchroom 
to which position he has now re- 
turned. , 

The return of these employees 
brings the total of re-eemployed vet- 
erans to six as of Sept. 30. 


Emergency Toll Board 
Installed in Record Time 


ee recent toll emergency resulting from the great surge of calls followin 
V-J Day brought about an extraordinary situation which was summarily 


dealt with in true telephone fashion. 


At the peak of the emergency and with lines to Omaha badly overloaded, 


OI ee 
nti A ENA 


even nnene 


two Omaha-Lin- 
coln circuits, for- 
merly used by a 
government war 
plant, were re- 
leased for general 
traffic. However, 
in order to put the 
circuits to use, ad- 
ditional switch- 
board facilities 
were necessary. 
Now, it is no small 
order to. supply 
and anstadldl ‘a 
switchboard. How- 
ever, the boys who 


Some of the principals who cooperated in the installa;: ' " : 
Left to right, Wm. Knee, Ardell Robison, Ray Sherman, “tion. did the job Just 
Rosenthal, George Keith and Howard Smith. Not in the Picture didn’t seem to re- 


are A. O. Andrews and Ivan Paddock. 


call anything 


about that. Like a bunch of SeaBees with their “Can Do” motto they got 
busy. A. O. Andrews drew up the specifications and shot them down to he 


shop where Bert Huddleston put Ardell Robison, Bij] Knee, R 


ay Sherman 


and Bill Rosenthal on the job of refitting the switchboard. Howard Smith 
George Keith and Ivan Paddock collaborated in completing the installation 
and the whole job was accomplished and calls were going through to Omaha 


in less than four days! 


To further facilitate handling of calls the circuits were terminated directly 
in dial switching equipment at Omaha, thus enabling our operators to dial 
Omaha numbers directly without going through Omaha operators. The inci- 
dent adds its bit to the long list of exceptional endeavors performed in the 
“Spirit of Service” for which telephone men and women down through the 


years have become duly famed. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


Norma Jeanne Gillham of the Beatrice 
Traffic Department and Lt. Gaythor L. 
Cass of Beatrice were married September 
1 at the First Christian Church at Hous- 
ton, Texas. The couple will make their 
home in Houston. 

The wedding of Ethel Allison, opera- 
tor at Beaver Crossing, and Sgt. Erle L. 
Coulson took place September 10 at the 
Methodist Church in Beaver Crossing. 
The couple will make their home in 
Houston. 

Frances Hanson, clerk in the Service 
Department, became the bride of T/Set. 
Gilbert G. Bouma, September 15 at the 
Central Methodist Church in Albuquer- 
que, New Mexico. 

Ensign Richard Hobson, on military 
leave from the Lincoln Supply Depart- 


ment, and Alice King of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department were married at the 


Riverside Church in New York City, 
July 5, the day Richard got his commis- 


sion. The couple are residing in New 


York City where the groom is stationed. 

The wedding of Cpl. Gene Gemmell, 
on military leave from the Construction 
Department, and Eileen Horner of Te- 
cumseh took place August 19 at the Meth- 
odist Church in Vesta. Mrs. Gemmell is 
a former member of the Hastings Traffic 
Department. 

Ruth Johnson, toll supervisor in the 
Lincoln Traffic Department, became the 
bride of T/5 Donald F. Marcks, August 
2 at the Waverly Methodist Church. 

Beverly Jean Cheney became the bride 
of Robert A. Stall of Bennet, July 22 at 
the home of the bridegroom's parents. 
Robert is on military leave from the Lin- 
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coln Service Department. The couple is 
residing at Bennet. 


Lois Teten, formerly of the Nebraska 
City Traffic Department, and Bernard 
Raymond Gress were united in marriage 
at St. Benedict’s Catholic Church in Ne- 
braska City. The couple will live on a 
farm south of Nebraska City. 


Elaine Patzloff, operator at Wahoo, and 
Sgt. Raymond Cernik of Wahoo were 
married August 25 in St. Wenceslaus 
Church in Wahoo. 

The wedding of Josephine Conradt of 
the Tecumseh Traffic Department, and 
S/Sgt. Edward Pepperl of Burchard was 
solemnized July 25 at St. Anthony’s 
Church in Tecumseh. 

Phyllis Seckman of the Beatrice Traf- 
fic Department became the bride of 
David Jurgens at Beatrice, September 24 
at Seneca, Kansas. The couple will reside 
in Beatrice. 


Long Distance Traffic 
Continues Heavy 


HE record shattering flood of 

long distance calls which has 
swamped both circuit and switch- 
board facilities since the Japs tossed 
in the sponge has continued up to 
the present time with only a slight 
downward trend noticeable during 
recent weeks. The situation is na- 
tion wide with thousands of return- 
ing veterans making the “call home 
to Mom” the first order of business 
when reaching U. S. soil and other 
thousands being deployed through- 
out the country all anxious to keep 
in touch with those at home. Gov- 
ernmental and business messages also 
have surged upward following the 
sudden break in war time operations. 

Our operators continue to do a 
splendid job of handling the situa- 
tion and to assist them by telling the 
public of our problems and soliciting 
their cooperation and understanding, 
various advertisements and publicity 
notices have been released through- 
out the territory through the news- 
papers, radio and other media. In- 
formed patrons generally have dis- 
played patience and cooperation 
when delays in the completion of 
their calls were necessary. 

The situation presents a fine op- 
portunity to further the good will 
now enjoyed by our Company by 
explaining our problems and the all 
out efforts we have made to cope 
with the emergency. 


—— 
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A Warm Welcome 
For Returning Veterans 


L. T. and T. veterans may look 
forward to a warm welcome when 
they return to take up their work 
with our Company. A carefully 
planned program will provide op- 
portunity for jobs together with 
liberal provisions for benefits and 
status of employment. In addition, 
in the assignment of jobs the em- 
ployees’ capabilities and desires to- 
gether with experience acquired dur- 
ing military service will be taken 
into account insofar as is practicable. 

The Company began many months 
ago to look forward to the post war 
era and to lay plans for the expan- 
sion and improvement of service and 
supplying as quickly as possible the 
backlog of wartime demands for 
service. An enterprising program of 
dial conversions will soon get under 
way. Farm line facilities will be ex- 
panded and improved. PBX installa- 
tions and changes, installations of 
telephones and supplemental equip- 
ment will be stepped up. Cable facil- 
ities will be extended and enlarged to 
meet additions and growth in com- 
munities. Toll facilities will be added 
to and improved. New fields of com- 
munication such as short wave radio 
transmission will be explored. Manu- 
facturers of telephone equipment are 
rapidly converting their plants to 
civilian production. With an acceler- 
ated output of equipment these and 
other projects will assure the ful- 
fillment of the Company’s promise 
and desire of a program of full em- 
ployment for returning veterans. 

Employees on military leave of 
absence will receive credit for 
seniority standing as well as for wage 
progression steps up to the top of 
base rate schedules for all time spent 


in military service the same as if their 
employment with the Company had 
been continuous. This means that the 
rate of pay for returning veterans 
will include all increases to which 
they would have been entitled if 
they had held their former jobs con- 
tinuously. Liberal provisions for 
credit under the Employees’ Benefit 
Plan also will be made so that em- 
ployees with two or more years of 
service when they entered military 
service will receive full credit toward 
disability and pension benefits for 
time spent in military service. Those 
with less than two years of service 
under the Benefit Plan may accu- 
mulate additional credits up to two 
years while on military leave of ab- 
sence. Returning veterans may also 
apply for group insurance without 
physical examination within sixty 
days following their return and will 
be entitled to vacations following six 
months of reemployment provided 
they are otherwise qualified. In de- 
termining these policies, the Com- 
pany has demonstrated its continu- 
ing desire to live up to and beyond 
the spirit of the G. I. Bill of Rights 
and other legislation pertaining to 
benefits for discharged military per- 
sonnel. 


It is anticipated that many vet- 
erans will wish to resume their for- 
mer jobs and in accordance with the 
Selective Service Act application for 
reemployment should be made with- 
in 90 days from the date of discharge. 
Others, through vocational or tech- 
nical training in the service, may 
have become qualified or have a de- 
sire to attain new positions. In. still 
other cases, physical disabilities may 
become factors in the placement of 
returning employees. 


In all cases, however, the desires 
and capabilities of the employee who 
wishes to resume employment will be 
given full consideration in the as- 
signment of jobs. The employee will 
be placed, insofar as is possible and 
practicable, in the work which will 
best fit his qualifications and in 
which his endeavors will contribute 
the most to his own interests and sat- 
isfaction as well as to his service to 
the industry. 


It is hoped sincerely that return- 
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ing veterans in the younger age 
groups will avail themselves of the 
provisions for college training of- 
fered by the government. Advances 
made in scientific, professional and 
business fields during the war will 
add to the demands for college 
trained men and women in the world 
of tomorrow. The opportunities of- 
fered for further education at gov- 
ernment expense should not be over- 
looked. Information on this and 
other subjects pertaining to the bene- 
fits and rights offered to returning 
veterans may be secured upon re- 
quest from our personnel director, 
Mr. Guy O. Seaton. 

The part our “Service Stars” have 
played in the nation’s emergency is a 
source of pride to the Company and 
to their fellow employees. Certainly 
no more fitting expression of grati- 
tude could be made than to extend 
to them a hearty welcome back to 
the job and to make them feel at 
home in their adjustment to civilian 


life. 


Benefit Claims Paid 

i he following claims were paid 
by the Mutual Benefit Associa- 

tion during the months of August 

and September, 1945: 

Primary members: G. D. Brock, 
Wilber, $95.00; E. H. Wellman, 
Hebron, $204.00; C. E. Hedstrom, 
Construction Department, $177.80; 
Mrs. Cecil H. Anderson, Lincoln 
Commercial Department, $78.00; L. 
A. Stacy, Supply Department, 
$30.00; and J. P. Fowler, Tecumseh, 
$30.00. 

Dependents: Bill Smith, Lincoln, 
$62.06; David Ryan, Beatrice, 
$33.75; John Hale, Lincoln, $37.88: 
Eugene Lamberson, Lincoln, $29.40: 
Mrs. Gertrude Boyles, Lincoln, 
$176.25; Annabelle Peachman, Lin- 
coln, $117.75; Billy Pauley, York, 
$26.25: and Mrs. Grace Webster. 
Lincoln, $7.50. 


After finding a telephone cable 
cut and a bucket placed under it, 
men in the U. S. Army Signal Corps 


in India learned that because the 
cable resembled a pipe the hopeful 
natives had expected water to gush 


from it. 


“Journey's End” 


MRS. MELLIE BOYLES, mother of 
Clyde Boyles of the Construction 
Department, passed away Septem- 
ber 2 at the age of 88. Funeral 
services were held September 6 
with interment at Alvo. 


LOUISE J. SWANSON, mother of 
Mrs. Cecile Anderson of the Lin- 
coln Commercial Department 
passed away September 1 after a 
lingering illness. She was 90 
years old. Funeral services were 
held September 4 in Lincoln with 

eee | ee ee interment at Blockton, Iowa. 


LEWIS WAYMAN, father of Edna 
Wayman, chief operator at De- 
Witt, passed away September 23 
at the age of 69. Funeral services 
were held September 26 at the 
Methodist Church in DeWitt. 


Burial was in Clatonia. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


I. W. Halverstadt 


Pearl Freeman 
Lincoin Tecumseh Table Rock 
35 Years 30 Years 25 Years 


A. S. Keckler 


S * 
; > ty 
Ce anon a a 
sass asa 


Mary Turner 


Maude Willey 


W. C. Stewart 3 
Lincoln Beatrice Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 15 Years 


Added Exchange News 


Lincoln Army Air Field 
By Dorothy Fisher 


We of Booth House Two are looking 
forward to the return of Mrs. Betty Coop- 
er who has been ill for the past two 


Forty-Five Years Twenty-Seven Years 


F. E. Behm, Lincoin. Rose Riggs, Lincoln. 


weeks. . . . Welcome to our two new op- 

. erators, Maxine Slagle and Clara Belle 

penty none sa Twenty-Six Years Smith. . .. Two of our operators are go- 

E. A. Rosker, Lincoln. R. L. Dalton, Lincoln; H. M. Miller, ing into the big city to become toll op- 
York erators—That is if they graduate from class 


Thirty-Nine Years after five weeks. They are Pearl Grieser 
1 7 and Evelyn Bradsby. More power to you 
pele eigen Wilber two and lots of luck. We'll miss you... . 
Thirty-Eight Years Pearl Freeman, Table Rock; W. C. ee mea a tote us ang do Bi ve 
1 : > Wy ice miss her! e all wis er the best o 
J. M. Abrams, Plattsmouth. Stewart, Lincoln: Maude Willey, Beatrice. oye de dd toes tate en ect 
of because she is going to be married soon 
to the most wonderful man in the world 
Frances Darnold, Lincoln; G. A. Stuart, (says she!). This snoopervisor editor says 
York. different. . . . We have had a new paint 
job out here—no, not the operators, the 
Booth House. And does it ever smell—the 
paint, of course. But it’s beautiful and we 
had more fun crawling under covers to 
operate the swithchboard. 


Twenty-Five Years 


Thirty-Seven Years Twenty-Three Years 
D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 
Thirty-Six Years 
R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Five Years 
A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 


Twenty-One Years 
Wilma McIntire, Military Leave. 


Nineteen Years 


A. W. Holcomb, Military Leave. Twelve Years 


Jay Pugsley, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years Eleven Years 


X. B. Cary, H. H. Moss, T. S. Risser, Seventeen Scr B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


; o NA sCdT, F 1 - 
pineal hee Scans Sauebery W. J. McDowell, Military Leave; Le- pen Lear 
Thirty-Two Years 


Roy Schlentz, Florence Tatman, Lincoln. 
G. T. Jones, Hebron. 


Thirty Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 


Kighteen Years Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 


Jessie VanTrump, Harvard. 


B. A. Isaman, Hastings; Eunice Segelke, 
Nebraska City; W. W. Eden, Military 


Sixteen Years Leave. 
H. D. Ash, Lincoln. Nine Years 
T. B. Hedges, G. A. Wasson, Military 


M T Li | Leave: Ruth Shoemaker, Lincoln. 
ar urner, Lincoln. ; 
A. T. Albers, Lincoln; T. S. Burr, y Eight Years 


aan? peunteen Yeats Genevieve Griffin, Military Leave; M. 
Twenty-Eight Years Louise K. Schmidt, Beatrice. M. Herbes, Osceola. 
H. J. Soderholm, Lincoln; Georgia Thirteen Years Five Years 
Tartsch, Plattsmouth. 


Fifteen Years 
Twenty-Nine Years 


L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. Marie Brewer, Hastings. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 


ASHLAND 


Agnes Moran, Traffic Department, went 
to Chicago and on to Wisconsin with her 
husband, who was home on leave a few 
weeks ago. He is now .stationed in Cal- 
ifornia. . . . Loraine Bryant received 
word from her husband that he is now 
on Okinawa. . Mrs. Blackman, Chief 
Operator, recently received a Cablegram 
from her son, Glen. He had a three-day 
pass and sent her a “Hello from Paris,” 
after which she received a letter telling 
all about his experiences and stating that 
when he was a civilian he wanted to go 
back to Paris. .. . John Potter, Manager, 
says he had a wonderful vacation which 
he spent in Chilicothe, Missouri, what 
with fried chicken, ice cream, etc. 


BEAVER CROSSING 


True to tradition, another operator has 
tripped down the aisle and promised to 
love, honor and obey. Ethel Allison was 
married September 10 to Erle Coulson. 
It was a lovely church wedding, a recep- 


This charming young lady is Ruth Zim- 
merman, Beatrice information operator. 


tion following with about 40 attending. 
She was also given a farewell party by 
the operators, September 7. She was the 
receipient of many gifts. A lovely lunch 
was served. She is being replaced by 
Mable Ferguson, who is starting Monday. 

Virginia Thompson is resigning the 
end of this month to be with her hus- 
band, who is returning from the European 
Theater. 

DAVID CITY 


No!! It’s not a cyclone or even a mere 
gust of wind, it’s just our Chief Operator 
with that wonderful little gift that was 
bestowed her way back when—well, we 
won't go into that now, but I will let you 
in on a little secret, she just loves sun- 
flowers this time of year. They go well 
with her little gift of hay fever. How- 
ever, she had our greatest sympathy when 
she was absent from work for a few days. 
... “It's a streak of lightning.” ‘No, it’s 
a ball of fire,’’ were the astonished gasps 
of the girls when Marilynn Behrns en- 
tered the operating room on a mission 
and immediately scurried out. ‘‘Congratu- 
lations, Marilynn, to you and to the Air 
Corps.”’ The diamond which adorned the 
third finger left hand was a surprise for 


us all. ... Jean Vybiral spent her vaca- 
tion at Lincoln visiting and the remainder 
at home. ... Noma Marquis spent a few 


days visiting relatives in Gibbon. ; 
“Ship Ahoy.” Sonny, it’s not the Navy 
but just Betty Vybiral who left us for 
a while to visit the sunny (?) shore of 


California and a certain sailor. Just where 
do the marines come in. What shore, I 
mean ...A spoon ? ? ? Are you pulling 
my leg? The fellows in the plant depart- 
ment admitted they weren’t. But when 
Doug Behrns, new plant employee, started 
digging holes, he wished he had had even 
a teaspoon. Those who can dig dirt out 
of a hole that small in circumference 
mystify Doug. But I guess it only takes 
time and the patience of a saint to learn 
that trick, Doug. 


LOUISVILLE 


Ruth Maier was on the sick list for a 
while but is now back on the job. : 
Louise Thurman spent the day, Septem- 
ber 22, in Omaha. 


MILFORD 


Gladys Walker returned this week from 
her vacation. She spent part of it with 
her sister in Ceresco. . . Stella Sowers 
visited her mother in Ord for three days. 

. Burdette Saltzman, ARM 3/C is en- 
joying a 12-day leave with his mother, 
Emma Saltzman, operator. .. . Velda Wil- 
liams is also enjoying the visit of her two 
brothers, Sgt. Oris Williams and Pvt. si 
Melvern Williams, who recently returned 
from overseas duty. 


NEBRASKA CITY 


The girls seem to be in a touring mood 
down this way. Maxine Meyers took a 
tour through Boystown, September 2. 
“Dottie’’ Waters spent the week of Sep- 
tember 1st in Minneapolis. Mildred Brand 
spent the week-end in Minneapolis also, 
visiting friends. ...Imogene Kircher spent 
a couple of days in Lincoln last week. 
The report is, they all had a wonderful 
time. . . . Miss Markuson is visiting our 
office this week. We are happy to have 
you with us, Miss Markuson. .. . We wish 
to welcome Beverly Genoa to our traffic 
force. ... Elaine (Hoffman) Pummel, has 
returned from San Francisco, where she 
spent a month with her husband who is 
stationed there in the Coast Guard. She 
has returned to our force again. Welcome 
back, Elaine. (Late Bulletin—Elaine re- 
Signed so guess we can't say welcome). 
; It seems Jeanie Bray had a little 
hard luck on her vacation. She was hav- 
ing a wonderful time in Graceville, Min- 
nesota, when the flu bug 
bit her. Hope you recover 
soon, Jeannie and better 
luck next time. . .. Etta 
Staack and Virginia Ad- 
kins have finished their 
toll training. Good luck 
girls. 


PLATTSMOUTH 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. 
Humiston and daughter 
Noveta spent Sunday Sep- 
tember 15, at Republic, 
Kansas visiting with Mrs. 
Humiston’s folks. . . . Faye 
Grossenbacher, traffic de- 
partment, is visiting her 
sister at Humboldt. 

Ruth Koukal was in Omaha 
visiting her brother and 
sister-in-law, who are i.e 
proud parents of twins. 

Nellie Rabuck visited 
her parents at Dawson, 
Iowa, September 3. 


work Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 19, after spending her 


SEWARD 


We are happy to weleme an ex-operator, 
Alma Jones, back to fill the vacancy 
opened when Caroline Odell returned to 
Iowa. We're happy to have you back, 
Alma, and good luck to you, Caroline, in 
your new work. From all reports 
Beata Merz had a good time on her re- 
cent vacation. She spent a few days in 
Crawford with her little nephew Billy. 
= Lydia Kriegshauser attended the 
wedding of Ethel Allison, an operator at 
Beaver Crossing, Monday evening. After 
she finally got up enough nerve to kiss the 
groom they had already left on their 
honeymoon. Better luck next time, Ly- 
dia. . . . Willa Robbins and several friends 
spent a Sunday in Omaha. ... Just hot 
off the press!! Laura Douty spent a few 
days with her heartbeat in Iowa. We 
wonder how long it will be before she 
makes Iowa her permanent address. We 
think Julius has been batching too long. 
- -_- Merna McClain and her hubby re- 
turned from Colorado last week after 
spending a few days vacationing. ee 
Lt. Jim Ager is visiting with his brother 
Al (Tarzan) Ager and family. He just 
returned after serving overseas Guty: 6% 
Chris Haberman and Ivan Haith went 
a-fishing at the pioneer fishing party at 
Milford. It was a stag party, so we don’t 
have the low down on how many fish 
were caught. . .. Ivan has been doing a 
lot of sitting up nights since the arrival 
of little Lowell Edwin. Tough luck, but 
let this be a lesson to you, Ivan. 


SYRACUSE 


Mrs. Leroy Andrews underwent a ma- 
jor operation, September 13, at the Lin- 
coln General Hospital. We are glad to 
report that she is getting along very 
nicely. Her husband, Leroy Andrews, has 
been discharged from the Navy. He had 
served since 1942. Kathryn France 
was elected one of the cheer leaders of 
Syracuse High School. ... Mrs. Elizabeth 
Johannes, grandmother of Darlene Joh- 
annes, passed away at her home in Mitch- 
ell, September 23. . . Lincoln shoppers 
this month were Mr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Ernst and family, Kathryn France, Mar- 
jorie Dunbar and Darlene Johannes. 


<— Maybe it was ail in the line of duty and then again it 
Betty Jasper returned to could have been that gorgeous smile. At any rate the situ- 


ation seems to be definitely well in hand as the army and 
police force move in with no coaxing whatsoever to pose 
with Miss Frances Petersen, Lincoln toll supervisor, as 


two week's’ vacation at she waits after work at the 14th Street entrance. The 
home. Lincoln police officer is Patrolman Louis Greiner, 
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WAHOO 


Elaine Cernik, better known as Elaine 
Patzloff, has just returned from her vaca- 
tion which incidentally, was also her 
honeymoon. ...Summer comes and goes, 
likew:se operators. We are unfortunate 
to lose Loraine Eberhardt, who moved to 
Boulder, Colorado. Next to leave will be 
Dorothy Vant Guttau, whose husband 
will soon arrive home from _ overseas. 

Betty Kracman is our new student 
operator and we hope, Betty, you like 
us well enough to stay a long, long time. 
Erma Shonka, operator, starts her vaca- 
tion October 1, and is visiting relatives 
at Central City, Iowa. ; All of the 
friends of Hazel Fraley, traffic depart- 
ment, rejoice with her since the news 
that her father and uncle are coming 
home after being liberated from a Japa- 
nese prison camp where they have been 
for the past three years. 


WEEPING WATER 


Eleanor Lane is spending her two week’s 
vacation at home. 


General Offices 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Our General Offices have really been 
humming with activity since V-J Day, 
with the post-war world on us before 
we knew it. That long anticipated 
vacation has come and gone for some 
of us. Kathryn Rood took her vacation, 
if you want to call it that, August 20 to 
August 27 and the last week in Septem- 
ber. She says she’s glad to be back to 
work to recuperate. Since her folks have 
been on a vacation in Portland, Oregon, 
Kay and her sister Mary have been ‘‘Chief 
Cook and Bottle Washers.” They weren't 
satisfied with doing just the routine dut- 
ies of housekeeping and taking care of 
her sisters two children, they canned 
on top of it all. . Wilma Jean Adam- 
son, our “Olid Faithfui’’ mail girl took her 
vacation September 6 to 17 and _ spent 
in her old home town of Nelson. Mar- 
garet Stacy, who was our mail girl just 
one year ago came back and helped out 
in her absence and we were all glad to 
have her with us again. ... Mr. Gorman 
took a couple of days of his vacation 
September 20 and 21 and rested at home. 
' Mr. Sturtevant also spent his at 
home with a trip to Cork over the week 
end. ... Our General Commercial bow]- 
ing team, namely: Messrs. Lawson, Haile, 
Gorman, Jackson, and Hartley, with the 
able assistance of Howard Stroup of the 
switchroom and Al Miller of the Con- 
struction Department are all raring to 
go for another season. According to re- 
ports of their luck so far, we'll just talk 
about the future and not the past. But 
since they've been operating under a 
handicap with Mr. Hartley laid up with 
a lame back, we're sure they'll be on the 
upward grade as soon as he’s back in 
the fold again, 


The time honored 
process of ‘Getting 
out the bills.”” Five 
times monthly the 
Lincoln Business Of- 
fice girls under Mike 
Egan’s supervision- 
undertake the im- 
portant job of sort- 
ing and mailing sub- 
scriber’s statements. 
The girls, left to 
right, Virginia An- 
derson, Lorraine 
Wolf, Viola Graham, 
Marie Stockton, Rita 
Patoka and Nora 
Cline. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor 


Here it is another month and we want 
to welcome 3 newcomers to our office. 
Virginia Stettinger and “Peggy’’ Heim are 
the two new faces in the north office. 
Annalee Schander is occupying one of the 
desks in the South office, while Virginia 
Miller is taking over a position in the 
addressograph. We also want to welcome 
Virginia Bath back to the North office. 
Virginia after her marriage was residing 
in Chicago, but has returned to take over 
her old position. While talking to 
Mr. Sievers one day about his farming, 
“Yours Truly’’ was surnrised to learn that 
the “Rural Rhythmer’”’ hasn’t been pull- 
ing any boners lately. due to the fact he 
has finally learned how to cultivate not 
only “‘corn”’ but several other crops. Con- 
grats “Little One.’’ We will have to hang 
a medal on you. ... There were quite a 
few vacationers this month so lets start 
with those who supposedly stayed home, 
which include, Ginny Peterson, Ed Brehm, 
Dorothy Kolb, and Laura Sires. For those 
interested you might drop in at Laura’s 
whenever the urge to eat overcomes you 
as she spent practically her entire vaca- 
tion canning. Grace Hauschild took a 
jaunt to Beaver Dam, Milwaukee and also 
Chicago, while Marie Vidlock went points 
west to California. She went sight seeing 
in San Francisco and Los Angeles and 
what sights didn’t she see. From there 
she went to Roswell, New Mexico. Viva 
June Miller also whiled away her time 
in Roswell. Elaine Bubak visited her 
home town of Brainard, Nebr. as did Ann 
Keegan visit Tecumseh, Irene Seifert, 
Bennet and Inez Brunkow, Western. Helen 
Pickard journeyed to Iowa to visit rela- 
tives, while Lois Penton took a trip to 
Tyler, Texas to visit her brother who is 
in the Army stationed there. Fern Burns 
went to Denver, Colo., for a fishing trip 
and also to take in the sights. Adeline 
Carlson also went to Denver to visit one 
of our former employees, Doretta Dren- 
nen. She also took in Estes Park and Colo. 
Springs. Alvina Miller made tracks 
down to the land of the ‘‘Okies’” (and we 
don’t mean California). She visited on a 
relative’s farm while there and one of 
her early morning interests was to gather 
eggs. Well, this particular morning she 
hadn't gotten around to shedding her 
usual sleeping attire, so she proceeded to 
scoot under a barbed wire fence searching 
for eggs. (The rest of the story you will 
have to get from Johnny as we know he 
will be the first to ask her as to the re- 
sults of this story.) “Yours Truly” 
spent her vacation retiring early, rising 
late and sleeping and eating all day, with 
a short snooze in an occasional movie. 
What a life. Whatsay! . . Gerry Amend 
is sporting a diamond—third finger left 
hand as some have noticed. Congrats 
Gerry. . .. Mary Ellen Dana has left our 
employ to be married and is residing in 


Oregon. . . . Ruth Brown, one of Mr. 
Devoes former secretaries paid us a visit 
this month. Ruth is now residing in 
Tampa, Florida, and was spending her 
2 weeks’ vacation here in Lincoln... . 
It seems Mr. Spohn wandered into the 
woods one day and as said wandered out 
with sores on his mouth. The rest of us 
are still wondering. Before putting 
an end to this column we would like to 
say that so far our bowling team has been 
doing fine compared to last year’s stand- 
ing. So lets give them a little moral sup- 
port this year and attend the matches 
every Wednesday night. 


Construction Depariment 


Shirley Hess Pinchhitting for 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


Your associate editor has tripped off 
to Illinois to spend that long anticipated 
thirty days—the occasion, her husband 
returned on September the 2nd, after 
spending some 27 months overseas. By 
the time the ‘‘News”’ comes off the press, 
she will probably be back with us, and 
in the meantime, we’ll try our luck at 
pinch-hitting. . . . Capt. Art Holcomb 
dropped in to see us last week. He relates 
many interesting experiences and has a 
wonderful collection of pictures to refresh 
his memory. Sterling Dobbs, son of 
Joy Dobbs, our Construction Inspector, 1S 
now circulating around Lincoln in Civi- 
lian clothes. He arrived home on Septem- 
ber 14th and is in inactive service until 
December 7th when he receives his dis- 
charge. . . . Mr. Schmeltzer is the first 
fisherman we ever saw who brings in 
evidence to bear out his stories about 
the big ones he caught. We’re speaking 
of a 714 pound catfish that yours truly 
helped devour recently. ... Fall vac’ 
tioners included John Eisenbarth, Bill 
Conn and L. W. Winscot. We lost 
three employees this month, temporary 
help returning to school, and gained seven 
new fellows. Cecil Hutchison and Leslie 
Hansen are old employees who have re- 
turned to work, H. G. Cudaback, L. H. 
Cramer, R. L. Martin, R. Woolsey and 
A. L. Higgins complete the list. Mr. 
Cudaback had a rather unfortunate ex- 
perience. After working only a part of 
a week, he picked up an infection in his 
hand and has spent the last couple of 
weeks in the hospital. He expects to be 
back at work within the next couple of 
days. . . . Let us look in on the crews 
and their whereabouts. We find “Swede” 
Foster at Plymouth and Harry Moss at 
Dewitt, repairing the rural and town plant, 


Elsie Sole, Geneva cashier, goes along 
just for the ride. 


— 


preparatory to conversion. Hansen and 
Eichenour are repairing the Julian and 
Nehawka rural plants. “Babe’’ Combs is 
making a farm line extension at Harvard. 
“Brick” Smith and John Hobson are do- 
ing routine jobs around Lincoln. 


Local Commercial 


Jean Beck, Associate Editor 


If any of you are seeking advice on 
when or where NOT to park your Car, 
we suggest that you consult Bert Over- 
cash. It seems that the other morning 
B. Overcash drove his car to work and 
parked it just across the street where he 
could keep an eye on it. On checking it 
a little later, he discovered he had parked 
it in front of not one but TWO ‘No Park- 
ing’ signs. B. O. was too bewildered to 
explain the situation to us, but we bet 
he had to give a better explanation for 
the ticket. How about that? . .. Vaca- 
tioners this month included—George “Our 
Committee Man” Walroth who took a 
week to rest and do a little golfing. Harry 
Gore managed to take the same week 
off and together the fellows motored to 
Omaha to try their golfing luck there. 
... Viola Graham enjoyed a week down 
on her dad’s farm in Kansas... . Gen Mc- 
Meen went west to New Plymouth, Idaho 
for a visit with home folks, and at the 
same time, Verna Alexander traveled east 
to Boston to see her brother. That’s one 
way of getting away from each other, 
gals! .. . Mike Egan took a week and 
enjoyed the horse races. It seems that a 
few other familiar faces were watching 
those races too, and learning the hard 
way, no doubt, that money could be lost 
in more ways than ‘won’... . Mrs. Borin 
is enjoying her vacation with her son 
who has recently returned from the South 
Pacific. They are visiting in Boston. . 
And then .there is Gertrude Merriman 
who decided another two weeks’ vacation 
would be swell, so she got a case of 
MUMPS. ... It looks like the Army has 
established a beachhead here this month 
with Lt. Dick Lahr, Lt. Waldo McDowell 
and Major Howard Spahnle all dropping 
in to see us... . We have said our usual 
“Good-byes” and ‘‘Hellos” this time too. 
Jean Fullbrook and Wilbur Preusse have 
resigned to return to university this fall, 
and the newcomers to the office include 
Margaret Van Winkle and Patrica Lee. 


Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Heading the. list of main events in the 
Service Department is Howard Stroup’s 
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We've suspected it for a long time but 
haven't had the proof before. But then of 
course it could be just that bubbling Irish 
personality that is so attractive to the 
squirrel. Anyway Mike Egan, Lincoln 
business office, had little difficulty in 
making friends. 


return to his old job in 
the switchroom. Howard 
was gone for over three 
and one half years, but 
it didn’t take long, and 
he felt right at home 
again. . . . Leland 
Hodge, from Beatrice, 
is learning the ‘“how’s 
and why for’s” of a 
switchman with the 
help of Geo. Albury, 
Foreman at the Lincoln 
“4” Office. We hope 
that Leland likes- us 
wild fellows. .. . George 
Arnold seemed to be 
very excited one after- 
noon, and about 3:00 
P. M. he went sailing 
out of the door. The 
reason for George’s 
speed was that his son 
Harold, who spent quite 
some time in Germany, 


Three of Auburn’s attractive operators, left to right, Vivian 


was arriving in Lincoln  Xinney, assistant chief, Marcelene Behrends, and Mary Seid. 


about that time of day. 
Herb Jenkins sur- 

prised us one day and va‘d us a visit. Herb 
seems to be developing a “girlish” figure 
and it is very becoming. We were glad to 
see Herb and hope it isn’t another three 
months be‘ore we see him again. é 
Several to take vacations the past menth 
were: W. C. Stewart and wife, who visited 
friends in Auburn, and relatives in St. 
Joe. ... Jd. Pugsley and wife visited rela- 
tives in Iowa and also spent some time 
in Minnesota... .R. L. Clinton and M. 
Green state they just stayed at home dur- 
ing their vacation having a good rest.... 
L. C. Jenkins spent his two weeks of va- 
cation at Camp Mitigwa, Woodward, Iowa, 
teaching a Red Cross class. . . . Adella 
Kyckelhahn spent the first week of her 
vacation working around her home, and 
the second week visiting relatives and 
friends in Iowa and Omaha... . Miss 
Linda Mae, one month old, has come to 
make her home with Mr. end Mrs. Mil- 
ton Metcalf. The switchboard de- 
partment and the Main switchroom per- 
sonnel have been keeping the toll operat- 
ing room in an uproar for the past few 
weeks. A two position board was installed, 
and a lot of wires were pulled out and 
some more wires put in. After they had it 
finished they said they extended the toll 
line recording and toll trunk multiples. 
Who are we to argue, . Thursday af- 
ternoon, September 27, the men of the 
service department presented Mrs. Gil- 
bert Bouma nee Frances Hanson, with a 
beautiful wool blanket, and on Friday 
even'ng September 28, the girls of the 
service department gave a linen shower 
for her at the home of Adella Kyckel- 
hahn. The evening was spent in playing 
games after which refreshments were 
served. ... FLASH! Just as this was go- 
ing to press we received word that Harry 
White met with some sort of catastrophe 
while on vacation. Either a tree fell and 
hit him on the head or he fell out of the 
tree on his head. Which ever it was, we'll 
leave Harry out on the limb for now and 
get full details next month. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


My thanks to Darleen Healey for pinch- 
hitting while I was in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia with my husband. I had a wonder- 
ful time visiting friends in San Juan Cap- 
istrano, Los Angeles, Hollywood, and San 


is feeling better and will be at work 
soon. ... Anne and Leona Pavel have de- 
cided they like flying. Some friends flew 
them around their home at Staplehurst, 
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and from what we hear Leona is quite a 
stunt flyer. Since gasoline ration- 
ing has ended, Ernie Royce splurged 
on a red, blue, and gray sport job. 

We girls feel pretty ritzy, having some 
lovely new furniture in our restroom— 
almost too restful at times. The love 
seat we have has caused quite a little 
comment around here. . . . Mardi 
Miller drove to Iowa for the weekend 
to see her mother who came in by 


plane from Washington State. . .. At 
this time M. D. Chamberlain and Roy 
Reid are on vacations. . . . Sterling 


Dobbs, a former shop employee, has 
been discharged from the Army. .. . 
Ted Nyden has been transferred from 
Supply to Service Department. : 
Leland Adams has been transferred from 
Construction to Supply Department part 
time work while attending school. 


Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


After a lapse of a month, due to V-J 
Day and the ensuing business we will 
try and get back to normal living and the 
ordinary things of life. . . .Vacations still 
go on. Frances Petersen went to Illinois 
to help christen a new niece. .. .Esther 
Bausano has resigned and has returned to 
Beatrice to await the return of Sgt. John. 
We will miss her very much but can only 
wish her the best of luck. . . . Marian 
Niemann spent her vacation attending 
the World Series and from there on to 
Ohio for the remainder of the time. . 
Evelyn Wait is spending her time between 
Seward, Lincoln and Omaha just rest- 
ing—she says. . .. Mrs. Hazel Nichols 
is the new supervisor replacing Esther 
Bausano. Other new _ supervisors” are 
Catherine Cooley, Marie Adkisson and 
Mable Volpp. Toll classes continue 
at the same rate and before this is read 
we should be back on forty hour week. 
Oh happy day! One more day for rest 
and relaxation. Everyone is very happy 
over the prospect of an extra day off. 

We now have two new pieces of 
equipment in the operating room. One 
is a board equipped for toll on which 
we dial our Omaha numbers directly. It 
is placed behind the Omaha and Chicago 
TX positions in order that some of the 
overflow can be taken there, The other 
board is a Secretarial Service board which 
is placed at the end of the information 
boards, leaving two more positions for 
toll. ... We are out of material for now. 
Will try and do better next month. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 


AUBURN 


Anyone having a friend or relative in 
the real estate business should pass on 
the word that Auburn presents great 
opportunities and one prospect’s name 
we'd give out without the usual commission. 
At the time this is written Sterling Gar- 
gantuas Nelson, having just been informed 
that his house is sold is the hottest pros- 
pect we know of. Anyone owning a house 
with falling piaster, leaky roof, and de- 
fective furnace should see Sterling at 
once, as this is an excellent opportunity 
to dispose of the property. The last we 
heard Sterling had just stepped out to 
investigate the possibilities ofa chicken 
coop. ... We welcome Edus Clover, our 
new operator, who started to work on 
September 4th. . . . Grace Brooks is back 
with us after spending her vacation at 
home. ... Mary Seid slipped away before 
we could ask her where she intended to 
spend her vacation, so more about it next 
time. . . . Omaha visitors were Stella 
Clark, Thayer Morgan, Lonnie McLain. 

. John Brockmeyer returned from his 
wonderful two weeks’ vacation in the 
Ozarks and fishing. Johnny tells some good 
stories about fish. and true too! 


BEATRICE 


As long as we have vacations we have 
news, Lucile Murray and Dorothy Mc- 
Nulty report a wonderful time in Tulsa, 
Okla. While at the present time Louise 
Schmidt is visiting relatives in Western 
Kansas and Ruth Zimmerman is taking 
life easy at her home in Plymouth... . 
Last month we promised more news about 
Miss Gilham and this is it. She was mar- 
ried to Lt. Gay Cass on Saturday, Sep- 
tember 8th in Huston, Texas. Congratula- 
tions N. J... . Our welcome mat is out 
again this time to Rachal Owens, a for- 
mer employee and to Bonnie Watterman 
a student operator. 


BROCK 


Viola Little returned from her vacation, 
when we asked where she went she said 
“Oh, I got as far as a couple or three 
miles in the country.’ Not bad Viola, 
maybe you can do better next time. 


BURCHARD 


Hattie Wilcox and Wilma Koher spent 
a day in Pawnee City recently. Wilma 
is now wearing a diamond on her left 
hand and that definitely is not a result 
of the shopping trip. 

COOK 


Ida Townsend vacationed in Kansas 
and during her absence Mrs. Ray Mann- 
schreck helped in the office. 


CRAB ORCHARD 


Gladys Neugebauer spent September 2 
at a picnic in Beatrice with her children. 
and the weekend of September 1st Bon- 
nie Neugebauer returned from Kansas City 
for a visit. 

DAWSON 

Esther West attended some of the 
events of the Richardson County Fair at 
Humboldt and we hope she didn't miss 


the crowning of the King and Queen 
and the chorus. Esther also spent Sep- 
tember 9th in Humboldt with her sister, 
Mrs. George Shenk. 


FAIRBURY 


Shirley Allen has resigned from the 
Traffic Department to accompany her 
parents to California. ... Vera Sweetser, 
Martha Ehlers. Fdna Bast, Mary Jackson 
and Beryl Leslie enjoyed a wiener roast 
at Crystal Springs this week and the fair 
at Belleville, Kansas was attended by 
Martha Ehlers and Edna Bast. ... Va- 
cations still seem to comprise a large part 
of the news. J. C. Gear combined fishing 
with visiting at North Platte and in the 
Black Hills, Mrs. Helen DeBord spent 
her vacation at home, while Vera Swees- 
ter went to Omaha where she was joined 
by Annabelle Stocker. Jack Caley 
took advantage of the Labor Day week- 
end to visit at Delphas, Kansas and spent 
the weekend of September 15th in Omaha. 


FRIEND 


On September 6th Manager and Mrs. 
Ed Massie were hosts to the Friend tele- 
phone employees at a chicken dinner 
given in honor of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Alldritt and Mr. and Mrs. Anton Keller. 
Out of town guests included Mr. and 
Mrs. George Brock, Mrs. Jessie Wirthel, 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Haberman, Mrs. 
Ethelyn Jones and Ernest Craig. 


HUMBOLDT 


We were pleased to have as a visitor 
at the office, Mrs. W. F. Gates, formerely 
Kathleen Goddard of the Traffic Depart- 
ment. . . . Vacationists this time include 
Willistine Clark who went to Colorado 
and Rose Frankhauser who stayed home 
and it says in our report from Humboldt 
that she stayed home ‘‘quietly,” but as 
we remember it Rose did everything 
quietly, even having the mumps. : . . 
Mariella Williamson and Willistine Clark 
were members of the chorus that had 
difficulty performing at the crowning of 
the King and Queen of the Richardson 
County Fair, not that the crowning was 
difficult because of the chorus or because 
of Mariella and Willistine, but it was 
difficult because the weather wouldn’t 
cooperate. After a couple of attempts at 
crowning, that had to be delayed due to 
rain the big event was held in the New 
Auditorium and the king and queen were 
duly crowned and the chorus performed. 


TECUMSEH 


Dorothy Mattox, we welcome as a new 
operator. . . . Goldie Thompson was on a 
vacation. That’s what our reporter says; 
just that and nothing more, a statement 
like that leaves a lot to your imagination, 
so immediately in our imagination we be- 
gan to picture Goldie traveling on a va- 
cation. The first place we pictured her 
in was Auburn and we know that was 
a mistake right away, so we turned Goldie 
around and imagined her in Lincoln, 
Lincoln made us think of Omaha, and 
Omaha of Denver and Denver of Los 
Angeles. By the time Goldie got to L, A. 
we had to hurry up and get her back to 
Tecumseh and to work so you see what 
can happen after a statement like that. 
Anyhow, Harold Drake at- 
tended the Dog Field Trials 
at Wahoo this month and 
we don’t know how he made 
out but the dogs did all 
right. . . . Jack Fowler 


Robert Gray and Fern 
Davis, manager and cashier 
at the Weeping Water office. 
And will you get a load of 
that shirt. 


Ray Baldwin keeps things humming in 
shipshape order at Lincoln’s ‘3 Office. 


spent two weeks in the Auburn area giv- 
ing the trees the benefit of his tree trim- 
ming experience and Elvin Wait spent a 
couple of weeks at home giving his in- 
fected ankle the benefit of a rest. 


WILBER 


Phyllis Cizek has resigned as clerk to 
take Nurses Training at Lincoln and so 
we welcame Mary Ann Vilda as our new 
clerk. . . . George Brock spent a week’s 
vacation at home and in Columbus. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


FAIRMONT 


Visitors in our office this month were 
D. C. Wilson, Miss Metcalf and the for- 
mer Chief Operator, Ethel Prescott 
Elizabeth Little is our new operator. Good 
luck to you, Betty... Virginia Baker 
spent September 19 shopping in Lincoln. 
; Wynona Lusk spent September 20 
shopping in Hastings and visiting friends. 

There certainly are a lot of new 
rings around the office lately. We won- 
der why. No birthdays or Christmas yet. 
. . . Lorena Fishel resigned September 1 
to attend Wesleyan University. 


GENEVA 


Welcome to Lillie Labart and Fern 
Braun, new operators. ... Irene Merrill 
and Dorothy Connors came back to help 
out during the rush. . . . Winona Worth- 
ington left September 13 to be with her 
husband in Tyler, Texas. . Vacation- 
ers this month included Ardeen Hoffer- 
ber who went to California; Emma Eb- 
beka and Helen Hillyer who stayed around 
Geneva; Erma Dixon who went to Lincoln; 
and C. J. Crew who went to Minnesota 
to do his bit of fishing. Rosemary 
Biegler resigned September 5 to attend 
college. . . . Phyllis Most and Maxine 
Franzen spent September 19 in Lincoln. 
‘ . The operators at the base wish to 
take this opportunity to thank the Of- 
ficers’ Club for furnishing them with 
lunches. They are certainly enjoyed... . 
Helen Hillyer and Nata Hershey spent 
September 13 shopping in Lincoln. er 
Visitors this month were J. S. Jackson and 
W. E. Macdonald. 


HASTINGS 


It's rather hard to tell these days wheth- 
er it’s a train going down the U, P. tracks 
or J. W. Dudgeon puffing on his cigar 
and trying to cover those ten blocks by 
eight o’clock. After a hard day’s work 
at the office, Jim can be seen standing 
on the corner shifting from foot to foot 
and cigar to cigar awaiting the “City 


The Hastings commercial gang. Left to righi, and ArVera Petersen. . 


sorry to lose two of our very good 
friends, ArVera and Mattie Peter- 
sen. We’re going to miss you girls. 
We wonder if Katherine Outhier 
is going to take up horseback rid- 
ing for fun or fractures? . . . Dor- 
othy Osterthun must have spent 
quite a bit of her vacation send- 
ing postcards and we were all de- 
lighted to get them... . Mrs. Kath- 
erine Hoover was off a day to take 
her son, Jim, to Salina, Kansas, 
where he has enrolled at St. 
John’s Military Academy... . Sep- 
tember 8, Dalton’s Cafe was the 
scene for a chicken dinner at 10:00 
P. M. with the following girls pres- 
ent: Helen Nowka, Doris Ground, 
Jean Steffen, Katherine Outhier, 
Bettye and Belva James, Mattie 
. Some of 


Beatrice Rohrer, Jim Dudgeon, Mary Ann Swanson the girls are wondering if Buck 


and Alma Herzog. ; 


Clipper’? for an enjoyable ride home... . 
Upon his return from a week’s vacation 
spent fishing, Mr. Spady met with the 
following query: “Been fishing?’ ‘‘No, 
drowning worms’ was the reply. : 
Marie Brewer spent two weeks’ vacation 
the latter part of September. Where, we 
do not know as her plans were indefin- 
ite and the mail has been none... . Re- 
cent visitors in the office were Bette 
(Duncan) Willmes and Josephine (Elfring) 
Stiner, both former commercial employees 
and now both comparing notes on their 
young sons... . After much close ques- 
tioning and persuasion, Alma Herzog has 
admitted that she thinks maybe her hus- 
band will be home to stay before too 
long. In fact, the daily report says now 
that he left the “Shang-Ri-La’”’ for state- 
side on September 15, carrying 49 points. 
. . Waldine “Wally” Valentine, who was 
employed as a cable splicer’s helper be- 
fore his induction into the Army, was 
home on furlough from Camp Robinson 
the latter part of September. He is to 
report back to Ft. Riley, Kansas, for re- 
classification. Getting back to the 
quiet side of things since V-J Day is like 
the calm after the storm. Most of us 
have recuperated and are on the go again. 
Husbands, sweethearts, and brothers are 
coming home and many smiling faces are 
seen along the switchboard. At last Hel- 
en Nowka’s husband is on his way home 
from Uncle Sam’s fleet; Mrs. Maxine 
Krebsbach’s officer-husband is aboard the 
Queen Mary and has probably arrived at 
this writing. ArVera (Pete) Petersen's 
one and only is due to arrive any day now. 
Marie Pearson and her family were pleas- 
antly surprised when her two brothers 
arrived home at the same time... . 
Garnet Buss and Dorothy Osterthun have 
moved into a cute little apartment. They 
must have a priority as they have the 
almost impossible—and electric iron and 
a telephone. How did you do it, girls? 
. . Irene Knipfel and Lela McCorkle are 


The Bucler sisters, Donnabelle and Mar- 
ietta, were also lucky enough to find 
an apartment. . . Vacations are still in 
full swing. Irene Combs spent hers in 
Lincoln, Mrs. Ruth Compton and_ her 
family enjoyed a little tour in the west. 
Charlotte Keiler, Harvard Air Field op- 
erator, is also enjoying a few days away 
from GI phone calls. Rogene Yost just 
returned from her vacation and from all 
indications she had a super time and is 
now wearing a gem on her third finger, 
left hand. It’s mighty pretty, gal. 

We wonder who Frieda Hoffman knows 
on Guam and why she’s so interested in 
finding out if there is telephone service 
to and from that place. Good luck, Frieda, 
and by the way, who is the GI who’s 
been coming to see you? We are very 


Isaman has found the nickel he 
lost while working upstairs... . 
Mrs. Patricia Cowgill was all smiles when 
she came to work one evening recently. 
She had heard from her husband in the 
Pacific and he informed her not to send 
him any Xmas boxes. It looks like he 
may be home soon, Pat, and we hope so. 
_ . We wonder if Olive Hess has made 
any more trips home on her relief period? 
It seems that one day recently she was 
nearly home when she realized she was 
only to be on her 15-minute relief in- 
stead of being off for the day, and came 
bursting into the operating room out of 
breath. Oh well, Olive, it happens to the 
best of us. .. . You’ve heard of the An- 
drews Sisters and the King Sisters, but 
you haven’t heard anything until you hear 
the James Sisters swing out on their 
own version of “I Wish I Was in Peoria.” 
‘ Thursday evening, September 13, 
Melba Richards, Irene Combs, Marie Pear- 
son, Miss Metcalf, Miss Markuson and 
Betty Hager enjoyed a feast at the Chick- 
en Shack. . . . Could it be possible that 
Minnie Schlitt intends to place a call 
to Guam? 
OHIOWA 
Hazel Drummond was transferred to 
Geneva, September 4. 
OSCEOLA 
Any mention of the word “pork” brings 
an angry gleam to our Area Manager's 
eye nowadays. Due to a help shortage 
during September, Mr. Olson was help- 
ing clear some of the rural lines after 
a severe storm. He happened to be work- 
ing in a farmer's field, and leaving his 
test set on the ground, climbed up his 
ladder. Hearing a commotion below, he 
looked down to see several half grown 
hogs playing around at his feet. One 
hog was burrowing at the foot of his 
ladder while two others were trying to 
get central with his test set. One hog 
had the head band of his head set in its 
mouth and was pulling in one direction 
while another hog had the strap and 
was pulling in the opposite direction. 
After a hurried trip down the ladder, Mr. 
Olson finally convinced the hogs to go 
play somewhere else. The next morning 
he spent some time removing the ‘‘barn- 
yard smell”’ from his test set. . . . Vaca- 


Wright spent a week at home, return- 


ing to work October l. . . . Betty and 
Maxine Wright spent the week-end of 
September 13 in Omaha. . . . WwW. M., 


Mouden and L. C. Williams attended the 
Pioneer Fishing Stag near Waco on Sep- 
tember 8. 
POLK 
Ramona Nelson returned to work Sep- 
tember 3 after a week’s vacation spent 
at home. Clara Anderson spent the 


week end of August 17 visiting in Lin- 
coln and Wymore. . .. Ada Marie Nelson 
made a trip to York recently and Cor- 
inne Carlson shopped in Grand Island. 


STROMSBURG 

L. C. Williams informs us that he is 
in receipt of a twenty-five dollar War 
Bond for being a winner in the National 
Safety Calendar Contest for July. ‘‘Smick”’ 
has been a winner for seven straight 
months now, beginning with the January 
contest, and two of the prizes awarded 
him during this period have been one- 
hundred dollar bonds. There’s only five 
months to go to finish out the year, 
Smick, and we’re all rooting for you. 


SUPERIOR 

Nadeen Messersmith and Bonnie Britt- 
enham were Hastings shoppers recently. 
Wanda Thayer did her fall buying in Lin- 
coln. . . . Josephine Tieskoetter’s hus- 
band is at home on leave for a month. 
. . . Betty Jeppesen plans to spend a day 
in Hastings soon. .. . Area Manager 
Frank F. Kubat and Mrs. Kubat are va- 
cationing in Western Nebraska and parts 
of Colorado. 

YORK 

Here we are face to face with that new 
“post war world” we've been dreaming 
of for the past three and one-half years. 
Ruth Swanson is expected to have a splashy 
new car to go home in each day, Lela 
Watson in synthetic dresses made from 
native cornstalks, Edna Pflughaupt a glass 
or convertible house, and Marian Boyle 
an airplane. It may take some of these 
Jr. Hostesses, alias operators, ten days 
to get used to whistling at pin-stripes, 
bow ties and tails instead of khaki but 
from then on things should run smoothly. 
. . . Della Bredenkamp’s dream has been 
fulfilled as her husband, T/Sgt. Lyle 
Bredenkamp, has arrived home _ with 
points for discharge. Dan Smith and 
George Mehuron, Jr., arrived home from 
overseas at approximately the same time 
for furloughs. T/Sgt. Martin Zimmerman, 
brother of our Chief Operator, Edna 
Pflughaupt, is expected to arrive from 
overseas soon as will Arlene Anderson’s 
father, Capt. Ray Anderson. ... New 
peace time operators in the York traf- 
fic department are Claribell Schultz and 
Mildred Sumner. Welcome, girls. ... Va- 
eations still have an important place in 
the news. Ruth Swanson is vacationing 
at home and points in western Nebraska. 
Beth McComas boarded the train for 
Chester, Montana, while Geoline Luebbe 
and Hazel Thomason took life easy at 
home. Mr. and Mrs. Bob Tucker are tak- 
ing a trip to the mountains. Mildred 
Brobst, Benedict, spent a week end re- 
cently in Omaha visiting friends and 
shopping. 
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“She won't believe it’s me, Joe, Maybe 
it’s these whiskers.” 


HERO OF THE MONTH 
RALPH WAIT (aga!) 


CNA \\ 


ITS GOING To BE A VERY SAD 
AWAKENING FORTHE CAUTIOUS 
OLD BARGAINER , 4. B.WATERS 
‘fo READ THIS - AND FIND THAT 
HE LOST EVERY WAGER ON THE 
WORLD SERIES BECAUSE HE 
WHS ENTICED INTO PLACING 
HIS DAILY DIME AFTER EA 
GAMe HAD BEEN PLAYED. 
TSK ,1$K ; THESE SLICKERS ! 


BIG-HEARTED RALPH VOLUNTEERED TO RUN OUTSID]© 


70 GET Al PACKAGE FROM “THE TRUNK OF LY¥LE 
YOUNGS CAR. JUST HS HE GOT H/S5 HEAD INTO 


THE TRUNK THE LID CAME CRASHING DOWN 
ALA GUILLOTINE , SQUHRELY ON THE BHCK. 
OF THE WILLING HELPER'S NECK 


CHARLIE OLSON, SUTTON, SPENT AN 
INTERESTING AFTERNOON A FEW DAYS AGO 


ARGUING WITH TWO PIGS WHO WERE 
INSISTENT ON PLAYING WITH HIS TEST SET 


AND TRYING TO ROOT THE POLE OVER. 


 \EEPERS- IM ONLY ON - 
MY RELIEK! 


GEORGE MEHURON , CLEANING OFF SOME SHELVES AT 
YoRK, GAVE fl PULL AT WHAT HE THOUGHT LWAS ft 
PIECE OF ROPE- AND DRAGGED OUT A LIVE, PROTESTING 


RAT / GEORGE ALMOST LOST HIS “UPPERS” HGAIN « 
mM INNOCENT- 
| DIDN'T Do IT. 


Sa Ma UN || Su atte 
EXPERT FI “MECHA 6 | 

HANDY RECENTLY WHEN THE SUPERIOR OFFICE AIR- |} OTHER DAY BEFORE SUDDEN 
CONDITIONING SYSTEM THRERTENED To FLOODTHE PLACE, || RERTTZ fps WAS ON HE 


|p WELL, THATS FIXED, Ae 
| WYMORE es TOPPED A SMALL HILL IN A COMPANY 
TRUCK AND LOOKED INTO THE COLLECTED 


iD f ~  MUZZLES OF THE GUNS OF # POSSE ON A MAN HUNT, 


THERE AIN'T A 
WORD OF TRUTH 
To it / 


ie 


BOB SCHOUBORG FIXED A "STICKING" aR 

THE GIRLS AT YORK LEARNED |) DOOR IN THE MAIN ENTRANCE HT BEATRICE, THE SUTTON TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT BVA) 

THE HARD WAY NOT TO ASK = 4} PACKED UP HIS TOOLS AND LEFT TOWN « ALONG HAS SPENT THE PAST FEW WEEKS > LOPS 
£ —_— ¥ / 


IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DULLEST AFTERNOON ly (1 
VELMA GARLOCK TO CLOSE ANY |) 1) pe oice HISTORY ONE OF THE VIGOROUSLY DENYING AN ARTICLE | 


cn AR cone soo He) Fn ws LoxepouT: WG || NUCI APPEARED W THEI 
te SHE GETS THE JOB |! wit LING OF CUSTOMERS - HOME TOWN PAPER . : 
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Part of the group which enjoyed the motion picture show. 
Front to back by rows, left to right, they are Myrtle Hiner, N. Mae 
Hunt, Lula Kloepper, Hulda Gessner, Merlie Markuson, Grace 
Hauschild, Florence Tatman, Della Wilcox, Ella Hansen and Mina 
Jorgensen. 


Mr. C. C. Donley, general traffic superintendent, presents the 
two honor guests who recently celebrated their fifteenth service 
anniversaries with our Company with certificates in recognition 
of their fifteen years of loyal, active service in the telephone in- 


dustry. Receiving the certificates are Miss Margaret Lindblad and 
Mrs. Mary Turner. 


Tho Ladias. Entertain 


(ee of honor at an evening party held on October 

9 by the ladies of the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Pioneer Telephone Association at Lincoln 
were Miss Margaret Lindblad and Mrs. Mary Turner, 
both of whom hail from the Lincoln Traffic Department. 
Miss Lindblad is the information directory clerk and Mrs. 
Turner is the assistant matron in the cafeteria. Both re- 
cently celebrated their fifteenth service anniversaries with 
our Company and consequently were the “youngest” 


members of the chapter present. 


The festivities for the evening began with a dinner 
at the Lindell Hotel at which the table decorations and 


(Above) A cross section of the dinner party. In the foreground 
across the table are, left to right, Della Wilcox, Florence Tatman, 
Margaret Lindblad and Mary Turner. 


_ (Right) The bingo players had a big evening with fine prizes 
being awarded the lucky card holders. Clockwise around the 
table, left to right, are Margaret Lindblad, Ella Hansen, Berna 


ean: Florence Tatman, Lula Kloepper, Darlene Multer and Ruth 
Fraka. 


setting were appropriately of the Halloween season with 
jack pumpkinheads, witches and black cats very much 


in evidence. The party-goers then adjourned to the tele- 
phone building where the program for the occasion was 


held. 

Mr. C. C. Donley, general traffic superintendent, gave 
a short address following which he presented the guests of 
honor with certificates in recognition of their fifteen 
years of loyal, active service in the telephone industry. 
The rest of the evening was given over to motion pictures 


and games of bingo. 


The party was part of the year’s program for the 
Pioneers Association of which Mrs. Florence Tatman is 
the chairman of the women’s activities. Miss Myrtle 


Hiner headed the committee in charge of arrangements 


for this occasion. 


The three sons of Louis J. Hanus, groundman at Brainard. 


J. Hanus, 


The three Watson boys, sons of Mrs. Marcia Watson, Lincoln 
1, Sgt. Lad J. Hanus. 2. Pfc. Alois C. Hanus and 3. S/Sgt. Robert cafeteria matron. 4. A-C George Watson. 5. Lt, John Watson and 


Pfc. Bob Watson. 
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A first hand witness of the devastation 
and crushing weight of a China Sea ty- 
Phoon was Staff Sergeant Charles W. 
Steele, Jr., son of Mrs. Belle Steele, 
Ohiowa operator. Sgt. Steele was  sta- 
tioned on Okinawa during the fierce 
storm which struck shortly after the 
Japanese capitulation. A veteran of three 
years service in the supply departmen 
of the Army Air Forces with battle stars 
for the Saipan and Okinawa campaigns, 
he now has 82 points to his credit and 


‘his mother believes he is on his way 


home. His wife and baby reside at Omaha. 
The war’s end found $1/c Bob Living- 


ston, son of Ivan D. Livingston, Nebraska 
City combinationman, stationed at Ha- 
wali after having engaged in two in- 
vasions at the islands of Angar and Pele- 
liu in the Amphibious Forces on an L.C.I. 
He entered the service in March, 1944 
and sailed for the Pacific the following 
June returning home last February for a 
short furlough. He is at present on his 
way to Guam for occupational duty. 


(Above) Pfc. William H. Baxter and Sat. 
J. L. Baxter, Jr., sons of J. L. Baxter, Lin- 
coln combinationman. 


(Right) 1 and 2, AM2/c Warren H. Burr 
and T/3 Wallace L. Burr, sons of T, S. Burr, 
Hastings combinationman. 3. Sl1/c Bob Liv- 
ingston, son of Ivan D. Livingston, combin- 
ationman at Nebraska City, poses with his 
twin sister, Betty. 4. S/Sgt. Charles W. 
Steele, Jr., son of Mrs. Belle Steele, opera- 
tor at Ohicowa. 


T. S. Burr, Hastings combinationman, 
has two sons serving under the colors. 
T/3 Wallace L. Burr joined the service in 
August, 1941 and was assigned to the 
Army Engineers with which group he 
gathered battle stars for five major en- 
gagements including New Guinea and 
Leyte. Seriously wounded in Leyte in 
December, 1944, he was hospitalized at 
New Guinea and later at Brisbane, Aus- 
tralia where he met and married an Aus- 
tralian girl. Returning to the Philippines, 
he was assigned to special duty by a 
stroke of fortune back to Brisbane where 
he was able to rejoin his wife. He re- 
turned to this country in June, was dis- 
charged in August, and is now engaged in 
the drug business on the west coast where 
he is anticipating the early arrival of his 
wife. He holds the purple heart for in- 
juries received on Leyte. 


The other son, Warren Burr, is an 
aviation metalsmith 2/c and has seen 
service since June, 1943. He received his 
boot training at Farragut, Idaho, techni- 
cal training at Norman, Oklahoma, and 
was then assigned to the Naval Aviation 


shops at San Diego, one of the largest 
installations of its kind, where he is now 
located. 

William H. Baxter and James L. Bax- 
ter, Jr., the two sons of James L. Baxter, 
Lincoln combinationman, both entered 
the service of their country in 1942. Wi! 
liam has five battle stars for campaigns 
with the First Marines on five separate 
islands including Guadalcanal and Peleliu 
and was wounded at Peleliu. He holds the 
French Croix de guerre for gallant ac- 
tion an Guadalcanal. Returning home last 
summer, he received his discharge from 
service and was married shortly there- 
after in August at Chicago. He is now 
attending Radio Engineering School at 
Valparaiso, Indiana. 

James, Jr., before entering the army, 
was a lineman in our construction de- 
partment, and is now on military leave 
of absence. He has been assigned with 
a headquarters company in Alaska since 
December, 1942 and is looking for his 
release in a few weeks. He has been mar- 
ried since joining the service and is now 
the proud father of an eight pound boy. 

(Continued on page 15) 


Without laying claims to possession of 
pyschic powers, we know which bit of 
news ranks paramount in importance in 
the minds of dozens of our service folk 
out yonder — HONORABLE DIS- 
CHARGES -— How many are being 
discharged from service and who are 
they? 

The month of October brought with 
it the good news of the return from over- 
seas and of separation from military serv- 


ic of eleven employees from far flung 
fronts of the globe. Major DON CUN- 


NINGHAM is now reported to be travel- 
ing the eastern coast in a second honey- 
moon with Mrs. Don. The major is a 
veteran of the “Hell On Wheels” armored 
division and later of the occupational 
forces of Germany. 


Pfc. CLOYD D. BUCKNELL, who 
won five battle stars as a member of the 
20th Armored Division in the European 
Theater was definitely on his way to the 
Pacific when V-J Day arrived. Cloyd ex- 
pects to be back on the job in the con- 
struction department after a short period 
of rest and relaxation, and as soon as he 
can learn to stop saluting. 


Pfc. LELAND L. RAUCH is at his 
home in Roca, having been discharged on 
October 19th. He, too, is enjoying a well 
earned rest after nearly twenty-six months 


By Joe Hartley 


overseas. He saw service in North Africa, 
Sicily, Italy, and points beyond. 


Major HOWARD SPAHNLE, Iate of 
Alaska, has shaken the moth balls from 
his imposing array of pre-war civilian 
suits and resumed his former position as 
leader in sartorial taste and vogue. Mister 
Spahnle is returning to his work in the 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Lt. DAN W. SMITH, back from Ger- 
many, wasted little time in obtaining his 
discharge or in resuming his old station 
as District Clerk at Beatrice. Dan’s 
stretch of service covered more than 
forty-two months with ten months over- 
seas. 


A notice from Fort Des Moines tells 
of the return of Pfc. GENEVIEVE GRIF- 
FIN to civilian status. As Assistant chief 
operator at David City, Genevieve joined 
the colors in May, 1943, and was the 
only one of our girls to see foreign soil. 
She served as telephone Operator in 
England and France during her twenty 
months in Europe. 


Sgt. CHAUNCEY ERICKSON has 
returned to work in the construction de- 
partment after fifty-one months of army 
life. Chauncey’s career has been unusual 
in that he returned from overseas service 
in August, 1943, to take flight training, 
and being caught in the squeeze when the 
pilot training program was curtailed, he 
wandered hither and yon, from Pennsyl- 
vania to California, in a miscellany of out- 
fits, finally being assigned to the foreign 
transport service. He obtained his dis- 
charge on October 8. 


T/Sgt. KENNETH J. BOSHART, of 
the accounting department, with more 
than three years of overseas service, was 
discharged on October 4. He was sta- 
tioned, in the course of his period of 
army life, in Australia, New Guinea, 
Biak and the Philippines, and was a mem- 
ber of the headquarters staff of the 105th 


(Left) T/Sgt. John Fischer, whose opera- 
tions in Europe led him over the long trail 
from England through Normandy to beyond 
the Rhine. He served in a Signal company 
service group. With a discharge in the im- 
mediate offing, Johnny hopes to resume his 
work as combinationman in the Lincoln serv- 
ice department soon. 


(Right) Pfc. Darlyne M. Mueller, Lincoln 
traffic department WAC is now stationed at 
Sheppard Field, Texas, as control tower op- 


erator. 
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General Hospital. At present Ken is en- 
joying a few weeks of leisure at his 


home in Milford. 


S/Sgt. WILLIAM L. GEAR of Fair- 
bury entered service in July, 1943, and 
had just short of a year in the European 
Theater as a member of a bomber squad- 
ron. After his processing back to civilian 
life he has again taken up his work in 
the Fairbury plant department and hopes 
to be able to continue his education in 
the near future. 


Lt. RICHARD L. LAHR laid aside 
his kahki suit on October 24 and im- 
mediately plunged into the blazing civilian 
front of trying to find an apartment in 
Lincoln. Dick recently came home from 
the Philippines where he flew a Black 
Widow night fighter. 


Pfc. JAMES D. GREEN sailed calmly 
through three momentous events during 
the month, his release from the General 
Hospital, his discharge from service and 
his marriage to Barbara Jean Adams of 
Topeka. Jim expects to carry on with the 
construction department, working again 
with Babe Combs gang out of Hastings. 
' The happy tidings from Lt. PHIL 
GARVEY are that with reasonable luck 
he should be in the States within the 
month. Phil is at present in England, sit- 
ting with his feet in the water, waiting 
for a boat. His ninety-five points include 
three battle stars and nearly two years 
of overseas service. 


Cpl. ROYCE V. HILMER had his 


boat ride to the Pacific Theatér inter- 
rupted by the ending of the war. They 


At Right: The USS Sennet, about to begin 
her maiden voyage with a crew of 96 men 
among whom was Francis E. Smith of the con- 


struction department. 


Below: After one of her runs, the Sennet 
displays her tally board listing six Japanese 
men-of-war and one merchant ship. Later four 
more merchant vessels were added to the score. 


were two days from Hawaii on V-J Day, 
when they turned back and returned to 
the United States. Royce is now at Camp 
Beale, California awaiting future de- 
velopments, whatever they may be. 


T/5 TOM ROLLER and S/Sgt. 
JOHNNY FISCHER have used part of 
their forty-five day furloughs getting in 
trim from their return to civilian life. 
Both have been filling in at their old 
jobs, Tom as a construction lineman and 
Johnny as a combinationman in the Lin- 
coln service department. 


It was disclosed that Ensign JOE 
GEIST is now engaged in the unenviable 
task of finding and disposing of the 
mines, so carefully laid by both warring 
powers in the waters adjacent to Japan. 


Following his graduation at Officers’ 
School, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, our 
new lieutenant, LLOYD W. CLEVE- 
LAND enjoyed a five-day leave at home 
in Lincoln. Contrary to evidence ob- 
tained by certain photographers of the 
town, Lt. Cleveland looked like a cool 
million in his officer's regalia, the only 
jarring note of his visit came in his dis- 
covering that the young son exhibited 
far more interest in the train that brought 
him than in the returning father. The 
family have now moved to Red Bank, 
New Jersey, where Lloyd has been as- 
signed as a member of the school’s staff 
and faculty. 

T/4 LLOYD VOTER, former com- 
binationman at Hastings has been putting 
in long hours and busy days reestablish- 
ing telephone service in Manila. While 
the work is as heavy as during the war, 


‘it is now in the form 
of permanent con- 
struction, while in 
those days all install- 
ations were made on a temporary basis. 


As a resident of the City of Tokyo, 
and liking it not at all, Major ROD AN- 
DREWS is eagerly awaiting orders which 
may bring him back to America. He had 
an auspicious introduction into the home 
life of the Jap when, in landing at Yoko- 
hama at night, the first order of business 
was to find a place to sleep. One of the 
men came upon a likely shack and de- 
cided that it was as good as could be 
located in the pitch blackness. After 
throwing out the furnishings of the shack, 
the men set up cots and bedded down. 
There was quite a stench about the place 
but they soon got used to it and went to 
sleep. The dawn’s early light brought a 
rude awakening as they found themselves 
in a hovel, the likes of which, with its 
unspeakable mess and_ grime, could 
scarcely be described. They moved into 
better and cleaner quarters before break- 


fast. 


ROBERT E. WOHLBERG who has 
spent nineteen months aboard the USS 
E. A. Howard as fire controlman expects 
soon to be returned to a home port for 
reassignment. The E. A. Howard is an- 
chored, at present, off Luzon. 


Of great interest was the visit and the 
tales of FRANCIS E. SMITH, the only 
one of our employees in the submarine 
service. As torpedoman’s mate on the 
U. S. S. Sennet, Francis shared in the 
credits and adventures that came to that 
hardy craft in her stalking of enemy 
shipping in the waters controlled by the 
Japanese Navy. Withal that said waters 


shrunk rapidly in area as the Jap men-of- 
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war were inexorably plucked off one by 
one by mines, air and sea power, the 
Sennet and her sister ships were always 
cruising far in the vanguard of the sur- 
face ships. Their prime prize, a destroyer, 
came within range as they were lying in 
wait near Kobe and a well aimed tor- 
pedo sent her to the bottom. There was 
little time for celebration, however, for 
another destroyer bore down on the Sen- 
net with guns ablazing and the subma- 
rine made a crash dive only in the nick 
of time. For many hours they lay sub- 
merged while the ships of the Jap Navy 
cruised above them, listening for the 
slightest sound to betray their where- 
abouts. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 
L. W. CLEVELAND, Cpl. to 2nd Lt. 
ROYCE V. HILMER, Pvt. to Cpl. 
FRANCIS E. SMITH, S 1/c to TM 3/c. 


On a day of ship liberty, Francis E. 
Smith poses in native costume and sur- 
roundings. 


Chauncey Erickson 


L. G. Hansen Dan Smith 


Robt. Stall 


Howard Stroup 


URING October, four additional employees resumed their normal roll 

with the Company after receiving discharges from various branches of 
the armed forces. The story of the return of L. G. Hansen and Howard 
Stroup who resumed their duties in September appeared in last month’s 
issue. All are veterans of overseas campaigns whose telephone career came 
to a temporary halt many months ago with the call to the colors. Chauncey 
J. Erickson is again with the construction department, a member of George 
Hansen's crew, who are now working out of Talmage. William L. Gear 
is back at Fairbury as understudy to his famous father, “Red” Gear. Dan 
W. Smith is once more seen in familiar surroundings as district clerk at 
Beatrice and Robert A. Stall is continuing his old trade of an automatic switch- 
man in Lincoln. 


Chauncey Erickson’s period of military service antedates Pearl Harbor, 
he having donned the uniform in July, 1941. As a ground crew member 
of the air force he early left the shores of the United States, spending seven- 
teen months in the Caribbean Area before returning to the States to take 
flight training in the summer of 1943. Later as a member of the foreign 
transport service he alighted on the runways of many a strange and far away 
land. A signal honor which came his way was the privilege of flying out 
the first American prisoners of war from Tokyo itself. His group being 
in the enemy capital two days before the signing of the armistice articles 
aboard the “Missouri.” 

William L. Gear began his army training as an aviation student at the 
University of Minnesota in August, 1943. A few weeks later found him at 
Santa Ana, California, from which base he was transferred to Lowry Field, 
Denver. He received the final polishing as a bomber crewman in six months 
training at Barksdale Field, Louisiana, and in October, 1944 went overseas, 
serving in the European Theater. 

Dan W. Smith can count more than fifty-five months of army service 
since his enlistment for what he thought would be one year of military 
training in February, 1941. After some months of basic work he was 
selected for Officer's Candidate School at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, 
where, following his graduation, he remained until the fall of 1943 as a 
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member of the staff and faculty. In 
December, 1944, he went overseas 
as first lieutenant in a signal repair 
company, serving in France and Ger- 
many until the war's end. 

Robert A. Stall entered the. Navy 
in January, 1943, receiving pre- 
liminary training at Great Lakes, 
Illinois and the University of Wis- 
consin at Madison. He set sail in the 
fall of 1943, being stationed first on 
Tarawa, Gilbert Islands as a radio- 
man. At the time of landing the 
mopping up process was still in full 
swing and to use Bob’s words, “snip- 
ers were a dime a dozen” for a while. 
A later assignment found him in the 
Marshall Islands from where he was 
returned to America in the spring of 
1944 for medical attention. A malady 
of the feet and legs, possibly result- 
ing from long exposure to sea water 
in the Tarawa landing, together with 
an attack of Dengue Fever resulted 
in several months hospitalization be- 
fore Bob’s discharge last month. 


Harri Hess D\Gead 


Helen Wehmer, 
former chief op- 
erator at Sterling 
and Cpl. Clinton 
Boldt of Bennet 
were united in 
marriage Sep’ 
tember 28 in 
Lincoln with 
Rev. Koolen of- 
ficiating. Cpl. Boldt has recently re- 
turned from serving overseas. 


The marriage of Thrasilla Alt, op- 
erator at Shelby, and William Kubi- 
cek was solemnized September 27 at 
the Sacred Heart Church in Shelby. 
The couple are making their home 
in Shelby for the present. Mr. Kubi- 
cek was recently discharged from the 
armed forces. 


Darleen Healey of the Supply De- 
partment was married October 17 in 
Denver, Colorado, to John C. Har- 
den, formerly of the U. S. Army. 
The couple will make their home 
in Plainville, New Jersey. 

Phillip Eckles of the Construction 
Department and Lenore Becker of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Naomi Nichols 
Chief Operator- 


Leah G. Harrison 
Evening Chief 
Operator Cashier 

Osceola Bruning 


ITH this issue we inaugurate a 

new feature entitled Promotions, 
Transfers and Title Changes in 
which we will publish notices of such 
appointments and changes as take 
place during the period prior to 
our closing date. 

This feature is the result of the 
suggestion of a number of employees 
who believe that such information is 
noteworthy and that fellow em- 
ployees will be interested in keeping 
informed of the progress and move- 
ments of their friends and co-workers 
through the pages of their magazine. 


Commercial 
Cline, Nora, clerk to stenographer, 
Lincoln. 
Schiebinger, Mavis, clerk to service rep- 
resentative, Lincoln. 


Non-Functional 


Smith, Dan, returned from military serv- 

ice to district clerk, Beatrice. 
Plant 

Bloyd, Ruth, typist to stenographer, sup- 
ply department, Lincoln. 

Diel, Oscar, combinationman, Weeping 
Water, to combinationman, David City. 

Erickson, Chauncey, returned from mili- 
tary service to lineman, construction de- 
partment. 

Traffic 

Adkins, Virginia, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Nebraska City. 

Allen, Berniece, student to A@L operator, 
Tecumseh. 

Allen, Minnie, night desk operator to 
desk operator, Lincoln. 

Allison, Opal M., chief operator, Utica, 
to chief operator-cashier, Ceresco. 

Baker, Virginia, evening chief operator 
to chief operator, Fairmont. 

Beiron, Aryllis, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Benson, Barbara, NA&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Sterling. 


Opal M. Allison Jessie Van Trump 
Chief Operator- Chief Operator 
Cashier Harvard 

Ceresco 


Bratrsovsky, Dorothy, instructor to assist- 
ant chief operator, Wahoo. 

Churchill, Gladys, A operator to A&L 
operator, Ashland. 

Closer, Edna, student to A_ operator, 
Auburn. 

Daharsh, Ethel, assistant chief operator to 
chief operator, Wahoo. 

Elmore, Nina, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Bradshaw. 

Elward, Genevieve, A operator’ to A€?L 
operator, Geneva. 

Glover, DeLores, A€&L operator to L sup- 
ervisor, Lincoln. 

Grieser, Pearl M., L operator, Lincoln to 
operator, LAAF. 

Griffin, Sylvia M., appointed chief opera- 
tor, Daykin. 

Grossenbacher, Faye M., A operator to 
A&L operator, Plattsmouth. 

Harrison, Leah G., A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Osceola. 

Heinike, Betty, student to A _ operator, 
York. 

Jurgenmeier, Irene, A&L operator to 
A&L supervisor, Hastings. 

Keenan, Erma, A operator to A super- 
visor, Hastings. 

Kort, Arelyn G., A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Larson, Anna, A&L operator to assistant 
chief operator, Harvard. , 

Long, Deloris F., L operator to desk op- 
erator, Lincoln. 

McCune, Dorothy, student to A€&L opera- 
tor, Harvard. 
Moore, Pernal, A€&L operator and desk 
operator to A&L instructor, Beatrice. 
Multer, Darlene E., A€&*L operator to 
clerk, Lincoln. 

Neff, Maxine, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Hastings. 

Nichols, Naomi, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Bruning. 

Petring, Donna, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Nemaha. 

Probst, Ruth, evening chief operator to 
chief operator, Sterling. 

Rabuch, Nellie, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Plattsmouth. 

Reiff, Imogene, A&L operator, Wymore, 
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Vera M. Watson Ruth Probst 
Evening Chief Chief Operator 
Operator Sterling 

Utica 


to assistant chief operator, Nebraska 
City. 

Summers, Dorothy, student to A operator, 
Beatrice. 

Staack, Etta, A operator to A&L operator, 
Nebraska City. 

Stinson, Lois, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Tecumseh. 

Thompson, Iva, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Tyrroll, Geraldine, student to A operator, 
Hastings. 

Van Trump, Jessie, assistant chief operator 
to chief operator, Harvard. 

Watson, Vera M., A&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Utica. 


Happiness Ahead 
(Continued from page 6) 
Exeter were united in marriage Octo- 
ber 20 at Saint Steven’s Church in 
Exeter. The couple are residing in 

Hastings. 

The wedding of James D. Green, 
on military leave from the Construc- 
tion Department and Barbara Jean 
Adams of Topeka, Kansas was sol- 
emnized October 27 at the First Con- 
gregational Church at Topeka. Rev. 
Paul Bockoven’ performed the 
double ring ceremony. James has 
been a patient at Winter General 
Hospital after returning from over- 
seas duty in the European Theater 
and received his discharge October 
ahs 

Russell Guthrie of the Lincoln 
Service Department and Margaret 
Cline of Lincoln were united in mar- 
riage October 3 at the Temple Bap- 
tist Parsonage in Lincoln with Rey. 
M. H. Knobloch officiating. After 
a wedding trip to Grand Island and 
Kimballton, Iowa, the couple are re- 
siding in Lincoln. 


James Green Awarded 
The Silver Star 


AMES GREEN, on military leave 
from the Construction Depart- 
ment, recently received the silver 
star for action with the infantry near 
Aiken, Germany on March 15. This 
is one of the army’s highest awards 
for gallantry in combat and, to our 
knowledge, James has the honor of 
being our only Service Star to re- 
ceive it so far. 

The citation accompanying the 
award read: “During an attack in the 
town, a company’s advance was 
temporarily halted by intense auto- 
matic weapons and sniper fire. Sens- 
ing the gravity of the situation, Pri- 
vate Green voluntarily exposed him- 
self and, by drawing fire, determined 
the enemy’s exact position. He, 
alone, then charged through the 
heavy line of resistance, firing his 
automatic weapon with such effec- 
tiveness that an opening was estab- 
lished through which two platoons 
were able to move forward and com- 
plete the company’s mission. His 
gallantry was in accordance with 
high military tradition.” 

James entered the army in June, 
1944, and went overseas the follow- 
ing February. Servint with the 90th 
division of the Third army he re- 
ceived wounds in the ankle and thigh 
on March 24 and was hospitalized in 
Wales before being returned to the 
States this summer. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart as a result of these 
wounds. His military career was 
drawn to a close on October 22 when 
he received his discharge from the 
army after being released from Win- 
ter General Hospital at Topeka. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


6 lea following claims were paid by 
the Mutual Benefit Association 
during the month of October, 1945. 


Primary Members: A. E. Dulin, 
Lincoln Service Department, 
$127.30; Rose Riggs, Accounting 
Department, $5.00; H. G. White, 
Lincoln Service Department, $15.00. 


Two Fiction Books 
Added To Library 
WO new volumes have been 
added to the employees library 
located in Room 219 of the General 
Office Building. They are “Captain 
From Castile’ by Samuel Shella- 


barger and “Green Dolphin Street” 
by Elizabth Goudge. 


These are the first new fiction 
books that have been added. Month- 


ly additions will be received from 


Dependents: Mrs. Marian Wait, 
Tecumseh, $3.75: Edwin Wait, 
Tecumseh, $4.13; Ray Mason, Has- 
tings, $40.50; Mrs. Herbert Huddle- 
ston, Lincoln, $63.00; Mrs. C. J. 
Crew, Geneva, $22.50; Mrs. A. E. 
Dulin, Lincoln, $50.78; John Damon, 
Humboldt, $6.25. 


now on through the Literary Guild. 


Employees may check books out if 
they wish and all are invited to come 
in and look around. 


More Suggestions Win Awards 


NTEREST in the new employee's 


suggestion plan inaugurated last 
May continues at a brisk tempo as a 
splendid assortment of ideas on a wide 
variety of subjects continues to be re- 
ceived each week by the suggestion 
committee. A number of promising 
ideas are under consideration at the 
present time and four of the group re- 
ceived during recent weeks were ad- 
judged to contain much merit. Awards 
were accordingly made to Ernie 
Royce, Supply Department; O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln Plant Department; 
John Backstrom, Accounting Department; and A. E. Holt, David City Plant 
Department. 


John Backstrom A. E. Holt 


Forms for submitting ideas may be obtained from your supervisor. If 
you have an idea that you think is worthwhile just explain it in detail on the 
form and send it to the chairman of the suggestion committee at Lincoln. 
The committee will appreciate receiving it and you may be sure it will receive 
their serious consideration. 


Ernie Royce 


O. L. Sturtevant 
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““A Nebraska Company Serving Its People’’ 


New Service Pin 


Is Announced 


HE announcement was made last 

month of the adoption of a serv- 
ice pin which will be presented to 
employees with ten or more years 
of service. The pro- 
ject which has been 
under consideration 
for the past several 
years, was inter- 
rupted by the war 
due to manufacturing and material 
limitations. 


The pin was designed by our ver- 
satile commercial artist, Mr. Joe 
Hartley, and has the approval of the 
management of our Company. It 
will be somewhat smaller than the 
illustration with a color combination 
of royal blue on a background of 
yellow solid gold giving it a striking, 
yet dignified, appearance. The fig- 
ure representing years of service 
changes in multiples of five and for 
those of twenty years or more, a 
jewel will be inserted. 


Manufacturers of such items have 
only recently been able to convert 
their production from a war time 
basis and the backlog of orders makes 
it impossible for them to stipulate a 
definite delivery date. For this rea- 
son, no fixed time or plan of pre- 
sentation has been evolved. It is 
anticipated, however, that pins will 


be available within the next few 
months. The project is being 


handled through the office of Mr. 


Guy O. Seaton, director of personnel. 


Marie L. Stephens 
Retires on Pension 
ee TES thirty-one years of faithful 


service, Mrs. Marie Stevens of 
the Hastings Traffic Department 
brought her telephone career to a 
close when she retired on pension, 
October 1. She will be sorely missed 
by all her telephone friends and as- 
sociates. 

Mrs. Stevens started with the 
Company in 1914 as an operator at 
Hastings. Since then she has acted 
in various capacities at Hastings, and 
for several years preceding her re- 
tirement served as day supervisor. 

She has a great love of flowers and 
takes pride in the flowers she has 
raised. When not engaged in this 
activity, her spare time is spent in 
the various duties of “homemaking 
with her principal interests crochet- 
ing, needle-work, cooking and can- 
ning. She is affiliated with the Has- 
tings Presbyterian Church and has 
taken an active part in their ac- 
tivities. 

A farewell dinner in her honor 
was given in Hastings prior to her 
departure at which a group of her 


“Fritz” Noble Receives 


Maj. B. I. “Fritz” Noble, former 
area manager at York and now on 
military leave, is shown here as he 
was presented the Bronze Star for 
meritorious service in connection 
with military operations with the 
Signal Corps which were a material 
factor in coordinating the allied drive 
into Germany. Brig. Gen. Garland C. 
Black, chief signal officer of the 
Twelfth Army Group, makes the 
presentation. The citation which ac- 
companied the award was as follows: 
“As officer-in-charge, Miscellaneous 
Communications Group, Communi- 
cations Branch, Signal Section, he 
was largely instrumental in the plan- 
ning of messenger service and visual 
signalling for operations on the Con- 
tinent. He planned with exceptional 
foresight the employment of pyro- 
technic and panel signalling. His 
energy, initiative, and devotion to 
duty contributed in large degree to 
the success of the Signal Section.” 
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Let's Finish 
the Job— 


( 


Buy an extra bond in 
the Victory Loan Drive. 


friends and fellow employees were 
present. She is a member of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Pioneer Telephone As- 
sociation and at the time of her re- 
tirement was made a life member. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stevens have moved 
to 1132 Northwest 15th Street, Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma, where Mr. 
Stevens has entered the brokerage 
business and where Mrs. Stevens will 
devote her full attention to the duties 
of homemaking. 


the Bronze Star 


Maj. Noble enlisted in the Signal 
Corps in September, 1942. He went 
overseas in June of 1944 and is at 
present stationed with the Occupa- 
tional Forces in Weisbaden, Ger- 
many, where the presentation was 
made. 


Milo Caslasky 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Anna Seymour 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Erma Dixon 
Geneva 
25 Years 


T. E. Longdon 
Fairbury 
25 Years 


Forty Years 
Milo Caslasky, Anna Seymour, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
John S. Jackson, Lincoln: 
Thirty-Seven Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Herbert Huddleston, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 
Thirty Years 
Fred Adkins, Sutton. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
R. C. Boling, H. F. Smith, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
R. E. Burkett, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City; W. H. 
Webster, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Mary Bethschcider, Hebron: S. F. Bush, 
Jess T. May, Lincoln; Erma Dixon 
Geneva; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury. 


Twenty-Four Years 


Martha Merz, Seward: Howard Lahr, 
Hastings. 


’ 


Twenty-Three Years 
Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Eita Griffin, Geneva: Wm. Rosenthal, 


Lincoln. 


ERVILE ANNIVERSARI 


Fred Adkins 
Sutton Hebron 
30 Years 25 Years 


Edna Wayman 
DeWitt 
20 Years 


J. E, Backstrom 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Twenty Years 
J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln; Edna Way- 
man, DeWitt. 
Nineteen Years 


May L. May, Ashland; Della Wilcox, 
Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 


Iva Clary, Weeping Water; Catherine 
Kahm, Sutton; Lauretta Rowley, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
Lois Lindstrom, Hastings; Viola Little, 


Brock. 
Fifteen Years 


Lavina McElroy, Wilber; Helen Ledg- 
way, Plattsmouth. 
Thirteen Years 
Miriam Carter, Louisville; R. E. Hib- 
bert, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 


Alfred Fritz, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Elsie Sole, Geneva. 
Eight Years 
Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo. 
Six Years 
Mandane Reid, Fairbury. 
Five Years 


Geraldine Amend, Chauncey Erickson 
Lincoln; Eva Dillman, Nelson. 
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Mary Bethscheider 
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S. F. Bush Jess T. May 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


Lavina McElroy Helen Ledgway 


Wilber Plattsmouth 
15 Years 15 Years 
Blessed Events 
Mr. & Mrs. 


Harry A. Savage 
of Nebraska City 
announce. the 
birth of a baby 
boy, Michael 
Gordon, October 

4, at the Saint 
Unde me, ip. Mary’s Hospital 
Ape ean Ta b UG in Nebraska 
City. Mr. Savage is a member of the 
Plant Department. 


JoOuURNEY’S END 


Fred W. Wentz, father of Louis 
Wentz, groundman at Tecumseh, 
passed away October 14 at his home 
in Sterling at the age of 80. Fu- 
neral services were held October 18 
in Sterling. 


A flock of pelicans caused a 61 
minute air raid alert in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area on June 27. 

The pelicans flew into a section 
guarded by radar and were reported 
as enemy airplanes. 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
David City 


Sweets for the sweet and how sweet 
we are after demolishing four pounds of 
assorted chocolates given to the opera- 
tors in appreciation of their services... 
Irene Humlicek spent an enjoyable vaca- 
tion, we hope, entertaining a certain 2nd 
Lt. from the Lincoln Air Base. But as 
all good things must come to an end, 
they sent him to Texas, and for the life 
of her she can’t figure out why they had 
to pick on him. Cheer up, Irene, you'll 
get another vacation a year from now. 
In the meantime though, you’d better 
build a big fence around Texas. ... On 
Leora Weyand’s vacation, things weren't 
quite so peaceful for on the first day she 
entered the hospital and underwent a 
tonsillectomy. The remainder of the time 
She spent in Bellwood recuperating. .. . 
“I’ve just gotta have that tire fixed be- 
fore twelve.’ So declared our Chief Op- 
erator, Miss Swan, while talking with the 
farage attendant. The time then was 
eleven thirty. Yes, the tire was patched, 
the car was ready and waiting, but Miss 
Swan decided to walk home. We all 
thought it was very clever locking the 
glove compartment with the keys inside. 
Don’t you? . . . Three more journeys to 
Lincoln for the week-end included Noma 
Marquis, Leola Heins, and Ruby Muller. 
They claim it was important business, but 
we still have the benefit of the doubt. 
Especially Miss Muller. She says she’s 
getting tired of teaching the younger gen- 
eration and so she’s volunteered to teach 
a certain Staff Sgt. with just a little gray 
—around the temples, the ways and means 
of the heart. . . Though everyone has 
been yelling “sucker” at Miss Behrns, 
our Cashier, she still maintains the fact 
that she will enter the state of matri- 
mony about the fifteenth of November. 
By the time you read this, she will be 
Mrs. Edward Terwilliger. We hope so, 
anyway, unless her plans go astray, for 
you never can tell what the Army will 
do next. Miss Vivian Dee is taking her 
job, and to her things still look pretty 
useless because she doesn’t know how 
anyone can possibly learn all the laws 
and bylaws of a cashier’s job... . Trans- 
ferring to David City from Weeping 
Water is “Buzz” Dill. Finally, after about 
two months of fruitless searching, he 
found somewhere to hang his hat and 
truthfully states that he never has found 
a town where it was so hard to find some- 
where to live. And you never spoke a 
truer word, “Buzz.” ... Our Area Man- 
ager’s wife left him for about two weeks 
last month and he basked in the life of 
bachelorhood. It seems that he has a par- 
ticular liking for oysters, So he and an- 
other cronie bought quite a quantity of 
them and fixed them up according to 


their liking, but before they were through, 
they had a few too many oysters. We 
swear Vern came to work the next day 
with oysters hanging .out of his ears, 
eyes, mouth, pockets and even his shoe 
tops. 

Louisville 


Miss Mary Bornemeier spent her va- 
cation at home. 
Nebraska City 


Eunice Segelke has left us. She is going 
to Ogden, Utah, to be with her husband. 
Our new Assistant Chief is Mrs. Imogene 
Reiff, who was transferred here from 
Wymore. Augusta Ingram was all 
smiles last week. She received a long dis- 
tance call from a certain soldier who 
just got in the States. No wonder she’s 
so happy. ... Virginia Adkins is at home 
in Hastings, Iowa, recovering from her 
appendicitis operation. Kathryn 
Owens and Maxine Meyers attended the 
Ice Show in Omaha last week. The re- 
port was that it was very good... . Mil- 
dred Brand is spending her week-end in 
Waterloo, Iowa. . . . Mary Bartyzelle re- 
turned from her vacation. . .. Mary Ross 
and Augusta Ingram are still on their 
vacations. We hope everyone had 
a good time. ... We have been having 
quite a few visitors here at Nebraska 
City. A recent visitor was Mr. C. C. 
Donley. Former operators, Marge Hayes 
Rummel and Mrs. Rod Parker and also 
Stewart Mitchell were visitors here... . 
We want to welcome two new girls, Vada 
Harris and Norma Gore, Miss Gore came 
here from Lincoln. ... A former opera- 
tor, Maxine McIntire was married re- 
cently. She is now Mrs. Art Tuorville. 
Congratulations to Maxine. ... Mrs. Dor- 
othy Brown went to Nelson, Nebraska, 
on her week-end off. She said she went 
hunting. Just what were you hunting for, 
Dorothy? 

Plattsmouth 

Miss Grossenbacher completed her toll 
training class. . Mr. and Mrs. W. L. 
Eckles and family spent a week out at 
Nelson, Nebraska, pheasant hunting. . 
Mrs. Hilda Johanns, spent part of her va- 


The lady pioneers 
open their evening 
party on October 9 
with dinner at the 
Lindell Hotel. Rec- 
ognizable in the 
foreground are 
Frances Virgil, Ella 
Hansen, Della Wil- 
cox, Florence Tat- 
man, Lula Kloepper, 
Dorothy Lefler, Kay 
Rood, Mary Emer- 
son and Ruth 
Straka. Seated at 
the far end are 
Myrtle Hiner and 
Elsie Powell. Sy | 
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cation visiting her sister at Decatur, 
Illinois, and also visited in Kansas. 


Seward 


Two more members of the Seward of- 
fice spent their vacations this past month. 
Bernice Mueller accompanied her family 
to visit relatives in Dearborn, Michigan. 
When they left they weren’t sure of get- 
ting there because of the gas shortage in 
Detroit, but it turned out they even had 
plenty to do all the sight-seeing they 
wanted to do. While there they crossed 
the river into Canada. To their surprise 
nothing looked different than it does in 
the U. S. ... The other vacationist was 
Chris Haberman who did some antelope 
and deer hunting in Wyoming. Sport 
turned to work when they had to lug the 
animals down the mountain. He resolved 
that next year he will lasso them and 
either lead or ride them down the moun- 
tain. (That would be a good picture, Mr. 
Hartley.) We hope he goes again for he 
brought each of us a tender, juicy piece 
of deer meat. You know there’s lots of 
animals in “them thar hills.”’ Thanks, 
anyway, Chris, it really was good. ; 
“Tarazan’’ announces that his baby 
daughter, Judy, has cut her first tooth, 
while Mrs. Alma Jones brags that her 
small daughter, Nancy, has eight teeth 
and can wave ‘“‘bye-bye.” The latter was 
an accomplishment taught by our C.O. 
As yet Ivan has not reported anything 
but gurgles from his new offspring. ... 
“Baldy,” from the Plant Department, is 
helping out at Hastings this week. We 
hope he isn’t too good, so that they de- 
cide to keep him. We also hope he kept 
his feet dry and didn’t catch cold. . 
Martha Merz spent a day in Omaha last 


week. ... Mr. Donley and Miss Rowley 
visited our office for a few minutes last 
week. . .. Vivian Hawkins, who is our 


relief operator and is also in the Seward 
High Pep Club, attended the football 
game at Aurora. What’s all this, 


Merzie, about the uninvited guest in 
your parlor, could you by chance have 
locked him in instead of out? Come on 
‘fess up, we want this story straight, 


Our photographer, Mr. Joe Hartley, holds 
a unique, if unenviable reputation for his 
ability to bring out hitherto undiscovered 
qualities in his subjects. This picture of 
Lloyd Cleveland arrayed in his new 2nd 
Lieutenant’s uniform was selected from a 
group of several poses because he looks so 
natural. 


Syracuse 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Ernst and family spent 
Sunday, October 7, visiting in Auburn. 
. Mr. Ernst was the chairman of our 
Community Barbecue. After working and 
planning for weeks, and helping to serve 
some 2,500 people, Mr. Ernst just couldn’t 
eat. All Mr. Ernst has to say is, “‘You 
know how it is.” ... Mrs. LeRoy Andrews 
returned to her home from the hospital 
Wednesday, September 26. Get well soon, 


Laverta. . . . Gloria Bock started the op- 
erator’s training, October 16. Welcome 
Gloria. . . . Robert Allely, grandfather of 


Marjorie Dunbar, passed away at his 
home in Ontario; Oregon. Kathryn 
France spent Saturday, October 20, in 
Lincoln. ... Mr. Ernst and family went 
to Columbus for several days. Mrs. Ernst 
spent most of his time hunting in that 
vicinity. 
Utica 


Miss Vera Watson had her tonsils re- 
moved October 12, . . . Rosemary Vrbka, 
Fern Houghland and Bertha Sommers 
were Lincoln shoppers this month. 


Weeping Water 


Miss Fern Davis returned to Work, 
October 22, after spending her two week’s 
vacation at home. Mrs. Lelia Fitz- 
patrick is spending her vacation at home. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor 


A familiar face to many in our office 
is that of Ken Boshart who has 
paid us a few visits since his discharge 
from the Army. Ken left the company 
three and one-half years ago and in that 
time was stationed in base hospitals in 
Australia, New Guinea and the Phillip- 
ines where he did clerical work. We will 
be welcoming Ken back to our force soon. 
. . . Jan Stretton is such a sweet little 
thing, that even honey bees like her. 
At least she was seen being chased out 
into the hall by one which had come in 


through the window. Speaking of win- 
dows, Carl Ahl is rather dissatisfied with 
the one in his office. So ’tis said. ... We 
want to welcome three new girls to our 


office. They are Dona Brusnahan, Ruby 


Hahn and Winona Sherwood. All three, 
new employees in the North office. Win- 
ona Sherwood is the former Miss Way 
who resigned four years ago to get mar- 
ried. Welcome back Winona. ... Vaca- 
tioners this month are Gladys Renne and 
Eunice Zehr, who stayed home _ and 
played the part of ladies of leisure. Mr. 
Spohn took his vacation and as under- 
stood is staying home recovering after 
accidentally putting his foot in the waste 
paper basket. (Accidentally you under- 
stand.) At least it was good for a few 
good hearty laughs. . Marian Engler 
is back with us again in the South of- 
fice. Welcome back Marian. Beryl Proud- 
fit has resigned her position in the North 
office as her husband who is in the Army 
is coming home from overseas. ; 
Ginny Miller ran into a very puzzling 
situation when one morning upon arising 
she could not find her shoes, which she 
had worn the night before. Later she 
found them in her suit case, but how 
they got there she still doesn’t know un- 
less it could have been due to a previous 
condition. Ah! Was it wet out that night 
Ginny? ? ? SCOOP! ! ! There are 
two “Bur-le-que’”’ Queens in our office, 
that “Cagey B.’”’ seems to get quite a 
charge out of ... The day has come at 
last when we can tell of Ginny Peter- 
sen’s approaching marriage, The scoop 
will take place when she gets married. 
Doesn’t she blush pretty though? Congrats 
“Ginny” and lots of luck. We will be 
looking forward to the big event. “Ginny” 
also had a tonsillectomy operation a short 
while back and oh what she said when 
she read last months’ edition and her loss 
wasn’t mentioned. (Now ‘Pete” will you 
please stop squeaking and clearing your 
throat everytime you speak to me.) : 
In closing we might add that our Bowling 
Team is badly in need of some support. 
(Plug! Plug!) 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess Pinchhitting for 
Ila Wylder, Associate Editor 


Hope you can bear with me again! 
Your editor, Mrs. Wylder is not back yet, 
but promises to be next Monday. Several 
old employees are returning following 
their discharge from the armed services. 
Chauncey Erickson left us in July ’41, 
one of the very first to leave from the 
company; he returned to work Oct. 22. 
Tom Roller is working while spending 
a 45 day furlough here in Lincoln. Word 
has it that Leland Rauch returned home 
October 19 with his discharge, and Cloyd 
Bucknell was in the office recently. He 
was discharged a couple of weeks ago 
and informs us he will be ready to start 
to work soon. It’s good to see these boys 
return and we certainly welcome them 
back in the fold. We find three new faces 
in our midst this month—Vernon Bailey, 
Jack Billings and Harold Diggs... . It’s 
wedding bells for 
Phil Eckles—I _ be- 
lieve the big event 
took place on the 
twentieth but can’t 
give you the name of 
the happy bride. O. 
Nelson has been laid 


Lending a definite- 
ly cheerful air to the 
Wahoo business office 
are the photogenic 
smiles of Miss Gene- 
vieve Johnson and 

Miss Mae Meduna. 
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up with the flu for the past couple of weeks, 
hope he will be back with us soon. We 
had lots of late vacationers this month— 
E. Eichenour, D. W. Utterson, F. Conley, 
H. D. Ash, V. H. Baum, R. C. Boling, 
P. A. Wilkinson, J. A. Schellenberg and 
Joy Dobbs. Do you suppose the opening 
of hunting season had anything to do with 
these late scheduled vacations? The crews 
are busy as ever. ‘“‘Babe’’ Combs is 
working in and around Hastings, George 
Hansen is at Talmage, ‘Swede’ Foster 
is getting Jansen ready -for conversion 
to dial, while Harry Moss is at Dewitt. 
“Brick’’ Smith and John Hobson are do- 
ing routine work in and around Lincoln. 
E. Eichenour will go back to Nehawka 
following his vacation. — 


Lincoln Army Air Field 
By Dorothy Fisher 
Betty Cooper has resigned and we miss 
her. Good luck to you, Betty, and may all 
your troubles be little ones. . . . Miss Pearl 
Grieser, after graduating from toll class 
in one day, is back at ‘the Booth House 


with us. ... Things have been quite quiet . 


in our little green home on the Base, ex- 
cept, one day a very nice, clean looking 
G. I. came rushing in and wanted us to 
help him, (The only thing we don’t have 
is a sign reading “Information.”) He was 
in a bit of a stew. We suggested a dash of 
ginger to add a little zest. But it wasn’t 
ginger he wanted, it was Norma. Seems 
he had made a date on the previous 
evening at the U.S.O. or somewhere and 
had lost her phone number and her last 
name. He mentioned the fact that she 
was on our ball team, so we thumbed 
through a copy of Ye Olde Telephone 
News and sure enough, there she was. 
We wouldn’t have given him the infor- 
mation, Norma, if we hadn’t put our op- 
erators heads together and decided he 
looked O.K. Did you have a wonderful 
time? ... We have been having quite our 
share of illness. Right at this moment, 
your editor is penning this from her sick 
bed. ‘Bronchial Pneumonia,’’ pronounced 
the doctor, But she will be back soon. 
And this is one time the news will be 


fumigated! 
Local Commercial 


Viola Graham Pinchhitting for 
Jean Beck, Associate Editor 


In case any of you are wondering what 
happened to your editor, we guess her 
trip was a little too much for her and 
she just couldn’t take it especially after 
seeing New York and that certain sailor, 
so she had to give it up as a bad job this 
time. . . . We heard a little bit about 
“Gen’? McMeen sleeping in a hotel lobby 
all night. How about that, “Gen,” did 
that also have a little to do with that bus 
strike you claim delayed you when the 
rest of us hadn’t even heard there was a 
bus strike on? ... Mr. Overcash took one 
week of his vacation and just couldn’t get 
along without us so came back to see if 
everything had been run up to his ex- 
pectations during his absence. ... Mr. 
Wohlberg has been going through the pro- 
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cedure of having a wisdom tooth extracted 
with ‘all the attending aches and pains. 
Of course, you all probably have your 
own ideas as to what really did happen to 
bring about that big swollen jaw, the 
same as we have. We really did sympath- 
ize with you though at the time, Mr. 
Wohlberg. . . . Just in case anyone hasn’t 
heard about our case of Hives down in 
the commercial office this month and 
wants a quick remedy for them just see 
Miss Cline. She knows all the little de- 
tails and quick cure now although she did 
have us worried for awhile but you all 
know you just can’t keep some people 
down no matter how hard you try. . 
Betty Roeder has been seen breezing 
around quite a little with that former 
Lieutenant. How does it seem to be with 
a civilian again, Betty? .... We have all 
been hearing so much about this fellow 
named Milan from Mavis here lately that 
we can hardly wait to meet him. Come 
on, Mavis, bring him around as soon as 
he gets here so we can put our stamp of 
approval on him... . We needn’t be sur- 
prised at anything Miss Hedstrom does 
this week as Elmer is home for a week 
and you all know she is not too responsi- 
ble when he is home. . Two of our 
girls, Margaret Van Winkle and Pat Lee, 
decided they were going to cheat the 
beauty operator out of a job the other 
day so resolved to give each other a cold 
Wave which took the greater part of one 
night. Then they wished they could have 
spent the rest of that night undoing it all. 
At any rate their coiffures the next day 
were unique to say the least. . . . Oh, 
by the way has that new suit Mr. Waters 
has been sporting here lately escaped 
anyone’s eyes. All kidding aside Mr. Wa- 
ters it really does look right neat and we 
really want to compliment you and your 
wife on such good taste. (Ed. Note: At 
Santa Anita he would look good.) 
Angela Pauley spent some time up in Mr. 
Hale’s office this past month and we are 
glad to have her back with us again. We 
all missed your sweet smile while you 
were away, Angela. ... We all welcome 
our good friend Howard Spahnle back to 
the commercial office as he returned to 
work November 5. It’s nice to see his old 
familiar face around once again. (Or why 
not save words and just leave out the 
“‘familiar.’’) . Lloyd Cleveland was a 
visitor at the office the other day and 
looked right pert in his officer’s uniform. 
. Our former employee, Mrs. Frances 
Briggs, has returned to work for the 
company again stating she will be with 
us for awhile this time as she won’t be 
quitting to get married now. She has 
been telling us so much about that new 
house she and her husband are buying 
that we all will have to go out and pay 


Plattsmouth subscribers would find it 
difficult indeed to transact their monthly 
telephone business without the services 
of Miss Georgia Tartsch, cashier. 


A group of Lincoln ex- 
perts in the intricacies of 
dial switching operations. 
Left to right, seated, C. E. 
Cummings, George Albury 
of “4” office, Milt Metcalf 
of ’’6” office; standing, War- 
ren Shuck of “3” office, 
Hugo Staley, George Keith 
and Howard Smith. 


them a visit when they get 
moved in. How about a few 
surprises, Frances. ... We 
have four new employees 
to add to our staff with this 
writing, Miss Geraldine Ad- 
sit, Miss Alma Leacock, 
Miss Ella Knobel and Mr. 
George Steel. We wish to 
welcome you folks and we 
are sure that you will enjoy your work 
very much. ... Mrs. Martha Borin has de- 
cided to take a much longer vacation than 
was intended when she went east. She has 
now resigned to be with her son, who is 
back from overseas, and keep house for 
him while he is broadening his knowledge 
in one of our many universities over the 
country. ... Mrs. Patricia Lee has also re- 
signed. 
Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Looking over the events of the month, 
vacations seem to be at the top of the 
list, Several spent their vacations pheas- 
ant hunting. J. C. Miller covered the ter- 
ritory around Shickley. ...W. C. Stewart 
managed to bag a few up at Norfolk. ... 
H. Zimmerman had just fair luck out 
near Grand Island. ... May Regier and 
husband, with the help of “Nippy” the 
dog, bagged the limit up at Loup City. 

Jim Baxter spent his vacation on 

his rancho work‘ng on the chicken houses. 
_ Milo Caslasky visited with relatives 

in Crete and Beatrice. ... A. B. Smith 
spent part of his vacation in Chicago and 
took in the World Series. (He didn’t say 
how long he had to wait in line to get 
a ticket.) . . Vern Hutchinson went on 
a short trip to Missouri and he said it 
rained all the time, . P. J. Guelker, 
Ww. C. Travis, Grover Griffith, Earl Law- 
son and C. E. Cummings just took it 
easy and enjoyed themselves on _ their 
vacations. . Russell Guthrie took the 
fatal step while on vacation and got 
hitched with Margaret Cline. Best wishes 
from all. ... Harry White put the climax 
to his vacation by trying to trim some 
trees. The ladder slipped and Harry had 
a big let down, but he’s up and around 
again with his big grin. ... It’s “hello” 
to Clarence Schleuffer, a newcomer in 
the Switchroom and “glad to see you 
back”’ to Bob Stall, Tyler Ryan and Ciaude 
Walker. .. . Bob just returned from the 
Navy after being away for three years. 

_. Tyler came up from Beatrice to get 
instructions on C.A.X.’s but someone said 
he was more interested in the instructors 
in town (State Teachers Convention) ... 
Mr. Walker is back after being on pen- 
sion and living in California for a while 
and also being manager of the Telephone 
exchange at Red Cloud for a short time. 
; _ Visitors in the Service Department 
this month were: T/4 Harold Arnold, son 
of George Arnold. . Harry Wertz, a 
former Switchroom employee in 1926. 
Harry is now located in Wichita, Kansas. 

. . Harve Colvin who is still in Wyom- 
ing. . . . Eleanor Jensen, Seaman 1/c of 
the Waves. Seaman Jensen is stationed 
at Jacksonville, Florida. Another 
Switchman, George Keith, came puffing 
up the steps one morning and said “Dick 
got home last evening.” S/Sgt. Dick Keith 
just returned from Germany, .. . “‘Every- 
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one is tryin’ to get into the act” and it’s 
Ed Dulin again. One morning Ed found 
himself in the hospital, next door to the 
maternity ward. (No, not that) Ed had 
been in an auto accident and was laid up 
with some broken bones. (Yes, his wife 
was with him.) Ed-is getting along just 
fine at this time and is able to get around 
with the help of a cane. 


Supply Department 
Verda Ashford, Associate Editor 


We welcome four newcomers in the 
supply office -to assist Charles Hansen 
with the annual inventory. They are Da- 
phine Clunn, Ruth Bloyd, Catherine Smith 
and Eleanor King. . Vacationers this 
month include Florence Tatman who 
took the first two weeks in October to 
ride to Georgia and So. Carolina with her 
brether and sister-in-law Capt. & Mrs. 
Jack Morris, Capt. Morris will go to Ger- 
many for permanent duty. Axel Berglund 
spent his vacation in Omaha. Mr. H. 
Huddleston informs me he really worked 
at home, with one day off for a little fish- 
ing. Mr. F. M. Strasser is taking the last 
two weeks of October vacationing. I. L. 
Olson and Milton Royce are probably off 
on a hunting trip at this time. . . . Major 
Don Cunningham is one of the many just 
back to the states with a discharge. ... 
Darleen Healey was married Oct. 17 in 
Denver, Colorado to Lt, John C. Harden. 
Lt. Harden has recently received his dis- 
charge from the army, and the bride 
and groom will make their home in Plain- 
ville, New Jersey. . . . Mardi Miller is on 
a leave of absence to accompany her hus- 
band to Chicago to receive his discharge 
from the U. S. Navy. . . . Our sympathy 
to Walt Knudson who recently lost his 
father-in-law. The reason for Rus- 
sell Rauch’s happy smile may be that 
we received plenty of drop wire, also a 
car load of poles recently. . . . Harry F. 
Smith has placed orders for trucks and 
cars. He is not making any delivery prom- 
ises. 

Traffic Department 
Georgia Finnigan, Associate Editor 


With fall definitely here, vacations have 
almost ended for the year. Darlene Mul- 
ter was kept busy entertaining her 
brother Wayne, who was recently dis- 
charged from the army. Margaret Lind- 
blad spent her vacation here and in Oma- 
ha. Frances Redding also just rested at 
home. . , . Ruth Shoemaker has resigned 
to take up duties of a housewife. We are 
sorry to see her go, she will be truly 
missed. Darlene Multer is the new clerk 
replacing Ruth Shoemaker, . . . Ruth 
Phelan and Coyla Brooke have resigned 
to move out of town, ... Florence Buell 


is at the Lincoln General Hospital re- 
covering from a major operation. Hurry 
back, Florence, we miss you. ... We 


have a new addition to our force in the 
person of Elmira Talbot, transferred from 


York. . . . Virginia Dunn is our new sup- 
ervisor, replacing Irene Halvorsen who is 
resigning to await the return of Alvin— 
and then the words that will make them 
one. We will be somewhat lost without 
her ready smile to greet us every day but 
we sincerely wish her all the happiness 
in the world. ... That’s all for now—until 
next month, 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Louise Skeen was an Omaha visitor 
September 27 and 28. Claud Clary of 
Peru started to work as groundman in 
Auburn on September 27, welcome Claud. 
... Mr. and Mrs. John Broeckmeyer and 
family spent Sunday, September 29 visit- 
ing friends in Omaha. Vera Clark and 
Lonnie McLain attended the Ice Carni- 
val in Omaha September 26. Mr. and Mrs. 
Myron Birdsley attended the Auburn- 
Tarkio football game at Tarkio, Missouri. 
Martha Bennett started her vacation the 
8th of October, however she’s back on 
the job now and wishes it was time to 
have another vacation. Hazel Armstrong 
visited in Sabetha, Kansas, while Stella 
Clark was in Stella (Nebraska) visiting 
her sister. 


Beatrice 


With leaves turning beautiful shades, 
and wild geese flying south, we are re- 
minded that winter is coming so we must 
hurry and gather a bit of news before 
the cold spell, and before the compilation. 
Miss Willey spent her vacation in Steele 
City while Joyce Girl chose the windy 
city, Chicago, as a haven of rest (?) for 
two weeks. At this time Marcella Morris 
is vacationing with relatives and friends 
in Sunny California. Wilma Grupe spent 
October 14 in Omaha attending and en- 
joying the “Ice Follies.’’ This month we 
bid adieu to Gail Trindell who decided 
being a senior in High School was a full 
time job, and is thus devoting all her 
efforts now; also Tida Meints who is go- 
ing back to the farm to get her house 
all fixed up for the husband who will 
soon be home; and also to Elayne Spear- 
man who has accepted a position at the 
Local YWCA, Dorothy McNulty’s one and 
only has arrived home to stay, after 
serving in the ETO for 20 months. Could 
this fact account for the gleam in your 
eyes, Dorothy? By the way, and speaking 
of gleams, there are several girls we are 


interested in and may soon have some 
delicious news items for and about. 
Harlan Gillespie and Welton Grant set 
something of a record while hunting west 
of Lawrence. They bagged their limit 
of pheasants before eleven a. m. 
Brock 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Little attended the 
Minnesota-Nebraska football game in Lin- 
coln. 

Burchard 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Braun of Superior, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Struve of Deshler and 
Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Bocek of Wilber 
visited with Mrs. Wilcox on September 
22nd. 

Daykin 

Mrs. Sylvia Griffin, spent October 23 

in Lincoln on business. 
Fairbury 


Those visiting Lincoln on their days off 
this month were: Pearl Bishop, Berniece 
Bishop, Mary Jackson, Annabelle Stocker, 
Darlene Claussen, Martha Ehlers and Edna 
Bast. Beatrice visitors: Nellie Cox and 
Darlene Claussen. Mrs, Shank and Jeanne 
Lytton of the Traffic Department were 
vacationing this month “just loafing.” 
Arlene Cline recently resigned to join 
her husband who has been discharged. T. 
E. Longdon, Area Manager is on vaca- 
tion and is enjoying the hunting season. 
(Is it three months long, the vacation, we 
mean?) Welcome home, S/Sgt. William 
Gear, former employee and son of J. C. 
Gear, Wire Chief. Shirley Allen, former 
operator at Fairbury and Donald M. 
Blacketer MM 2/c were united in mar- 
riage on October 8th at the “Church 
Around the Corner’ in Oakland, Calif- 
ornia. A group of telephone girls held a 
hamburger fry at the City Park in Octo- 
ber. Those present included, Darlene 
Claussen, Jean Bales, Helen Holloway, 
Eileen Aubert, Marge Heidelk, Nellie Cox 
and Joyce Robinson, former operator, as 
guest. Pearl Bishop, Chief Operator re- 
ceived a call from England from her fi- 
ance, October 8 informing her that he 
would arrive in the States very soon. 

Friend 


Vacations are over for another year. 
Is everybody happy? Chief Operator Alice 
Peters, last on the list, spent hers in Kil- 
gore and in Fairmont. Dorothea Heckman is 
very happy over the fact that her brother, 
Sgt. Melvin, returned on October 16 from 
three years overseas duty and has been 
discharged, We, too, rejoice with you 
Dorothea. Marie Gifford spent several days 
in Sommerville, Mo., attending a wedding, 
but now, lo and behold, she is spending 
several days (not so gay) in 
the St. Elizabeth’s Hospital 
after submitting to an ap- 
pendectomy. We’re SO sorry 
Marie, get well quick. Freda 
Keller, who is now busily 
keeping house for Tony in 
Crete, was a caller at our 
office October 18th. 


Humboldt 


Mary Meister and Cather- 
ine Gillan were Lincoln vis- 
itors during the month. 
Emma Lee King was award- 
ed a purple ribbon in the 
State 4-H Club Health Con- 
test. Congratulations, Emmie! 


Jansen 


Mrs. Cressman, Chief Op- 
erator, spent her vacation 
making several trips to Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, and Auburn, 
Nebraska. 


“I can hardly hear you G-H-2. AllI getis Buzz-Buzz-Buzz.”' 
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Johnson 


Mrs. Irene Ray visited in Kansas City 
for a few days. We have also overheard 
that she recevied a welcome long distance 
call from her husband, Ted Ray, who was 
in San Francisco. 


Nemaha 


We said farewell to Mrs. Oatis Parker 
this month and welcomed Donna Petring 
who has taken over the duties of Chief 
Operator-Cashier. 


Peru 


Congratulations to Miss Helen Wright, 
who has joined the ranks as an opera- 
tor. 


Steinauer 


Lydia Morrissey is acting as Chief Oper- 
ator-Cashier while Bridget Divis is on sick 
leave. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst is now taking over the 
helm at this exchange, replacing Helen 
Wehmer who resigned her position as 
Chief Operator-Cashier and was united in 
marriage on September 29th to Clinton 
Boldt. Barbara Ann Benson attended the 
Rubenstein Concert in Lincoln October 5. 


Table Rock 


Pearl Freeman was a Lincoln shopper 
this month. 


Tecumseh 


» Lincoln shoppers this month were Clara 
Costello, Nora Maines and Jerrie Mur- 
phy. The John Fowlers spent September 
23 in Weeping Water with relatives. Mrs. 
Josephine Pepperl has resigned to take 
up household tasks. We welcome Lois 
Epley as our new student operator. 


Wilber 


George Brock is spending his vacation 
at home. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Assoc'ate Editor 
Exeter 


Margie Grewell, Chief Operator-Cash- 
ier, is vacationing the latter part of Oc- 
tober. 

Fairmont 


Wynona Lusk spent her vacation in 
Illinois and reports a splendid time... . 
Anna Baker is a new operator this month. 
Good luck to you, Anna. . ,. . Miss Met- 
calf, Elsie Sole and D. C. Wilson were 
visitors this month. 


Geneva 


All the news we have this month is 
about our vacationers, those lucky people. 
Helen Aderman, Chief Operator, went to 
Cedar Bluffs and Lincoln; Nata Hershey 
to Omaha and Tobias; Helen Hillyer to 
Linco’n, Beatrice and Central City; Eileen 
Bailey spent her vacation at her home in 
Carleton and Hazel Ellis just stayed 
around Geneva. Elsie Sole, Cashier, is at 
present visiting in Denver and points 
west and Reno Weis of the Plant Depart- 
ment spent «ne week of his vacation 
hunting, 

Hastings 


We’re moving. Everyone’s talking about 
it and the fact that it won't be until 1947 
doesn’t curb our excitement one bit. The 
present exchange building has been sold 
to the Knights of Pythias and plans to 
erect a modern (yes, with everything new 
and wonderful) building have begun. 
“Will the new building have a cafeteria?”’ 
and “How about an escalator?’ were a 
few of the questions asked when the 
news became official. Well, only time will 
tell. . . . Another cause for jubilation is 
the 40-hour week. When the “days off” 
schedule is tacked up, everyone rushes 
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The personable figure of our popular 
chief operator-cashier at Bruno, Mrs. 
Vilma Dolista. 


out to see if they’ll draw a week end 
Plus a Monday off. Just returned 
from vacations are June Hagel and Frieda 
Hoffman. Garnet Buss is vacation- 
ing and Dorothy Osterthun had one of 
those three day week ends October 20 
so together they traveled to Tecumseh 
to Dot’s home. Enroute, they attended 
the wedding of a former operator, Jean 
Stafford, and Charles Wright. ... ArVera 
Petersen, a former operator, will be 
“middle-aisling’’ soon. Bob finally made 
it back to the States. ... It must be the 
atmosphere created by all the husbands 
and sweethearts returning that made 
Audrey Ransom tell a subscriber, ‘‘The 
line is blissful.” And then there’s 
Pauline Schutte who’s trying to start a 
new fad by wearing one brown shoe and 
one black one. Maybe it’s the shoe ra- 
tioning. . . Marie L. Stevens has taken 
her pension and she and her husband 
are making their home in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. The office doesn’t seem the 
Same without her. ... Joining the ranks 
of the “engaged” girls in the office are 
Anna Miksch and Berniece Finnigsmier. 
Both girls have lovely diamonds on that 
third finger, left hand. . .. The date has 
been set by Rogene Yost. It will be Mrs. 
Jones on November 17. Margaret 
Gerloff has returned to work after un- 
dergoing a tonsillectomy. ... If you have 
noticed a beam on the faces of the Har- 
vard Air Base girls, it’s all because of 
a letter written to them by Major Du- 
mas of the Air Corps praising them for 
their good service. ... There is never a 
dull moment these days with hunting 
season in full swing and a directory on 
its way to press. We understand the 
early bird catches the shells and several 
ardent hunters from the office were seen 
standing in line in front of a local hard- 
ware store early cne A.M. that works both 
ways according to Ralph Wait who boasts 
bagging his limit by 10:30 A. M.... It 
looks like a genuine homecoming at Alma 
Herzog’s house with brother ‘‘Sonny” al- 
ready home with a discharge and her 
brother-in-law, Dick Stephenson, hus- 
band of Lucille Vollweiler Stephenson, 
former Chief Operator, returning from 
two years in the South Pacific. Last but 
not least, and at last, comes the arrival 
of her sailor husband. She has already 
sent out a warning to the townspeople 
that they are going to make up for lost 
time. Now there remains only the small 
problem of finding an apartment. _ 
Not to be outdone by Alma, Jim Dudgeon 
has already begun making preparations 
for the return of his son from the South 
Pacific. Could that account for the big 


smile behind the cigar? .. . It seems that 
Alma Herzog was having quite a diffi- 
cult time getting the details of an order 
from a customer but come to find out 
the party had the wrong number. 25 
Two former employees have been help- 
ing out for a few days. They were Jose- 
phine Stiner and Bette Willmes.... These 
early morning walks to work do not seem 
to help Jim Dudgeon to get awake before 
he arrives at the office. The other morn- 
ing he claimed to have seen a couple of 
employees and their wives driving out 
of town but they were at work when he 
arrived. Maybe you need new glasses, 
Jim. . . . We wish to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank the men who came in 
here the week of October 8 for the splen- 
did job they did in installing telephones. 
They were Messrs. Albert, Balderson, 
Kline, Miller, Moorhead, Oglesby, Pauley, 
Stock, Taedter, Winscott and Young. 
These men completed 220 installs that 


week. .. . W. E. Cummings has been on 
the sick list this month. 
Ohiowa 


Mrs. Charies Steele and son of Omaha 
spent a week this mecnth visiting Mrs. 
Belle Steele. 

Osceola 


Betty Wright enjoyed her vacation dur- 
ing October, spending the time at home. 


Polk 


Out-of-town shoppers during October 
were Esther McNeely who went to Lin- 
coln October 3 and Ramona Nelson who 
spent a day in Grand Island. Mrs. Clara 
Anderson, accompanied by her daughter, 
Loneta, spent a week in Rockford, Illi- 
nois, October 20, visiting with relatives. 


Shelby 


Ica Westley, night operator, spent her 
two week’s vacation the fore-part of 
October visiting with relatives in Gibbon 
and Omaha. 

Shickley 


Mr. and Mrs. Earnest Patzloff of Wa- 
hoo were week-end guests of Mrs. Mar- 
garet Sanburg, Chief Operator-Cashier. 


Stromsburg 


Irene Lind returned to her duties as 
operator on October 15 after spending 
two weeks at home... . L. C. Williams 
enjoyed his two week’s vacation begin- 
ning October 9 and spent the time mak- 
ing a few repairs on the home he re- 
cently purchased. 


Superior 


Wanda Thayer spent a day in Lincoln 
recently visiting a girl friend who is at- 
tending school there. ... Mrs. Josephine 
Tieskoetter is back to work after a vaca- 
tion during which time her husband was 
home on leave. . . . Nadeen Messersmith 
and Bonnie Brittenham were Hastings 
shoppers recently. Evelyn Troudt 
and Bonnie Brittenham enjoyed two days 
in Lincoln during the Union meeting. 
' Mary Ann Robinson vacationed in 
Minnesota the first part of October. ... 
Evelyn Troudt plans to spend her vaca- 
tion at home the latter part of October 
as two of her brothers will be home from 
overseas. ... Betty Jeppesen was a recent 
Hastings visitor and a recent visitor at 
Betty’s house was her sailor boy friend 
who is now stationed in Philadelphia. 

, “Shrimp” Whitney is vacationing 
and, as might be expected, is out with his 
gun, 

Suiton 

Hunting seems to be the main topic 
lately and Jack Mankamyer is on vaca- 
tion enjoying the wonder‘ul sport. Save 
a few for somebody else, will you Jack? 
... We welcome three newcomers to our 
office. Duane Grove has joined the Plant 
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Department and is more than anxious 
to find out everything about telephones. 
Darlene MacDonald is our new relief 
clerk in the Commercial Department and 
Clara Heinz is receiving training as an 
operator. Gertrude Scheierman of 
the Traffic Department spent several days 
in Omaha visiting friends. . . . Edith 
Schleiger, Chief Operator, spent the week 
end in Grand Island with her sisters... . 
Iris Barbee, Cashier, spent the week end 
in Omaha and attended the ice show. All 
the Oh’s and Ah’s couldn’t describe it. 
. . . Catherine Kahm, Assistant Chief Op- 
erator, started her two week’s vacation 
October 17. She will spend some time in 
Lincoln visiting relatives and friends, 


Family Service Album 


(Continued from page 3) 


One of the big thrills of her life came 
to Mrs. Marcia Watson, our genial cafe- 
teria matron at Lincoln, when two of 
her three sons in service arrived home at 
the same time. Paratrooper Bob Watson 
arrived on furlough after serving with 
the 13th and 82nd airborne divisions in 
Europe; and George, a naval aviation ca- 
det, returned to receive his discharge on 
September 21. The third son, John, is 
a first lieutenant with the Third Marines 
and is stationed on Guam. Bob saw serv- 
ice in Belgium, France and Germany be- 
fore returning home by way of LeHavre. 
“The ‘ship was plenty crowded and many 
of us had to sleep on the deck, but no- 
body cared so long as we were heading 
home,” he declared. It took just two 
weeks after sailing to reach his home 
in Bethany. He is now at Ft. Bragg, N. C. 
and lacks just two points of having 
enough service to get home for Christ- 
mas. 


George, the youngest brother, enlisted 
in the Navy air corps in June, 1943, 
studied pre-flight at Athens, Ga., and 
primary flight training at Norman, Okla- 
homa. He was discharged recently when 
the Navy closed this program. 


John joined the Army in 1942, trans- 
ferring to the Marines in January, 1944. 
He has been based in the Pacific and 
engaged in the invasion of Iwo Jima. He 
is now engaged in the Marine educational 
program on Guam. 


Louis J. Hanus, groundman at Brain- 
ard, has three fine sons who have done 
their part in the achievement of victory. 
Robert J. Hanus, a staff sergeant with 
the fifteenth air force, returned from the 
Italian campaign with eight battle stars 
for his service as a radio mechanic. He 
received his discharge on October 22 
and is now at home. Pfc. Alois C. Hanus 
entered the service in December, 1942 
in the medical corps and took training 
at Camp Lewis. He later transferred to 
the military police and at present is sta- 
tioned at Camp Perry, Ohio. Set. Lad 
J. Hanus joined the army in August, 
1942 and was assigned to duty in the 
Air Corps. He is stationed at Camp 
Kearns, Utah. 


~|'VE STILL RAISED 
NOTHIN’ BUT & 
THIS PAGE ONCE SPOKE LIGHTLY OF HARLAN GILLESPIE' FAMILY OF RUNTS! 
CHICKEN RAISING VENTURE AND, SINCE HIS WHITE 
BANTAMS TOOK 5 FIRSTS AND THE GRAND AMNION MT 
A RECENT POULTRY SHOW, AN IRATE HARLAN DEMANDS A 
RETRACTION — WHICH WE. HEREBY GIVE, 
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HEROINE OF THE MONTH \— 


NAME 
Dros Wee OF “EM. 


HIS CHECKS — WHEN HE WAS HIRED, THE 
HASTINGS DISTRICT OF FICE ATTEMPTED TO 
WRIT HME DUANE AL CROVE 
j i] 
HE CAME OLIT TO THE GARAGE. THE NEXT M0 


NOW APPEARS Be RECORD aoe To FIND HIS CAR STILL CHLUGGING AWAY. DE 
- 7 HAD FORGOTTEN TO TURN OFF THE IGNITION KEY, 


DUANE GROVE 15 HAVING TROLIBLE. CASHING! | my Spee LO. ary. al 
— 
HOW MUC” WAMPUM YOu WANT UM 
BOOT-Ti JE. UM GUN FOR BIG 
CHIEF®” . ‘OW AND URROW ? 


| Goraldine Melomald * , 


FOIND A MOUSE IN GER WASTE BASKET ANDERILLED TT 
ILLED | 

y a AGHAST TO HEAR THAT DOC" SINGLE-HANDEDLY’ BY THE INVOLVED PROCESS OF POURING 

FRANK KUBAT, SUPERIOR, WAS THE SEASON'S , ae ct FORCED To CRAWL UNDER, THE BASKET FULL OF WATER THEN DUCKING THE MOUSE 

MOST DISCOURA 16ED HUNTSMAN, HIS "TRUSTY REPEATER hr ti rales heat oe WITH A YARDSTICK UNTIL (T GAVE UP THE GHOST. 

BUSTED WITH THE FIRST SHOT, ti eae TO REPORT THAT HE GOT BACK ON HIS 


FRANK HAD TO DIG EACH SHELL FROM THE: 
BREECH, AFTER FRING LTH FINGERNAIL FILE, BL SEREWG CleCace 


i 
=I 
ag) 


Tem! Hi 
i 
| 

4 


ITS TOO BAD THAT THE ROVING 
CAMERAMAN WASN'T AROUND To SNAP 
Cs PORTRAITS OF SKIPPER BURGE AND PAUL 
Ke SCHMGLTZER AFTER THE FAMOUS HAT 
WAS WEES COULDN’T || SWITCHING EPISODE INTHE PLANT 
EVEN SAMPLE dis "tad WARES, SUPERINTENDENTS OFFICE RECENTLY. 


HEY- LOOK AT ME- 
IM YOUR. POP - 
‘M HOME / ; 
LT. LLOYD CLEVELAND S 
ance ee OF THE PERFECT 
ee tee WAS RUDELY 
) SHATTERED AT THE STATION 
rT i lS ATENTION ONE Te, | (2 
NTION ON THE TRAIN, | | 773 Se 
SPARING SCARCELY A GLANCE” hacen or ORK, sone FF mS sae 
= — == AT THE HIGHLY INSULTED AUDE STEPPED CAREFULLY en WITHOUT MISHAP UNTIL THE END OF THE 
TATHER.. iy HEN HE CHAWLED OUT OF THE BLIND, STUMBLED AND FELL FLAT 


“Beare On Earth, Good Will Co Men” 


° 


Nineteen hundred and forty-fine 
years ago, the birth of the Prince of 
Weare brought Christianity to a 
troubled world. On his uatal day, 
all Christendom pays homage to the 
Saniour. With the rebirth of freedom 
to all mankind, this Christmas mill 
be one of two-fold requiring. Let ws 
therefore pay tribute, in prayer, tn 
those millions who have sarrificed on 
the far-flung fielbs of battle that 
peoples of all faiths and all rares 
might live in lasting peare and 
harmony. We pray God that their 
sarrifice has not been in wait. 


CEFOYSSD 
A holiday wish from the Officers 


and Directors to all employees at home 
as well as those still in the service of 
their country.... May you all enjoy a 


very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 


Cloyd D. Bucknell Join B. Eidenmiller 


Eleven More Veterans Return 


to Their Telephone Work 


John Fischer James D. Green 


Dick Lahr Leland L. Rauch Ted Ray 


HE number of veterans returning 

to L. T. and T payrolls during 
November advanced briskly over 
previous months since V-J day in 
August when eleven reported back 
following discharge from military 
duty to take up their interrupted 
work in the telephone field. This 
brings the total number of employees 
formerly on military leave of absence 
back on the job to 21, of which 17 
have resumed their work since Japan 
fell in August of this year. This 
evident desire to renew their careers 
is a pleasing testimonial of their 
feelings toward their former associa- 
tions with the Company and those 
of us who have “held the home fort” 
in turn extend to them a warm and 
hearty welcome. Brief sketches of 
their military experiences appear 
hereafter and under “Service Stars” 
on pages 4 and 5. 
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Richard L. “Dick”? Lahr entered train- 
ing in the army air forces in February, 
1943 culminating his instruction at Flor- 
ence, S. C. He was assigned to duty in 
the Pacific flying an A-20 night fighter- 
bomber over New Guinea and the Philip- 
pines. Although a product of the Lin- 
coln Business Office, he has expressed a 
desire for outside work and consequently 
is trying his talents with the construction 
crews. 


Holder of five battle stars for campaigns 
through France and Germany with the 
20th armored division is Cloyd D. Buck- 
nell, Construction Department lineman. 
Cloyd left the United States in March, 
1944 and was discharged in October. He 


has now resumed his former position. 


The purple heart and silver star were 
awarded to James D. Green as a result of 
his exploits in the European War Theater 
where he served with the 90th division of 
the Third Army. He entered the service 
in June, 1944 and sailed for overseas duty 
in January, 1945. He has again donned a 
linesman’s belt and spurs and his greatest 
worry the last time we saw him was in 
finding an apartment for himself and his 
new bride. A detailed narrative of his 


Howard Spahnle 


Thomas B. Hedges Gerald R. 
Henderson 


Archie Stansbury 


military experiences was published in our 
last month's issue. 


Leland L. Rauch, a brother of Russell 
Rauch, is a veteran of the invasion of 
Sicily and the campaign in Italy. He en- 
tered the army in October, 1942 and ar- 
rived overseas in August of 1943. He is 
again employed as a lineman in the Con: 
struction Department. 


The countenance of Howard Spahnle 
again brightens the confines of the Lin- 
coln Business Office after an absence of 
over three years. Howard entered the 
Signal Corps as a member of the Company 
cadre in September, 1942 and attained 
the rank of Major. His overseas service 
dates from July, 1944 when he embarked 
for a term of duty at an Arctic outpost in 


Alaska. 


The military itinerary of John Fischer 
took him through England, France, Bel- 
gium and Germany following his embarka- 
tion for foreign duty in November, 1943 
with the 1052nd Signal Company, service 
group. He was a combinationman in the 
Lincoln Service Department when enter- 
ing service in January, 1943 and has re- 
sumed his interrupted career in that 
position. 


Notice of the discharge from military 
service of fourteen more employees has 
been received and entered in the big 
black book for November, bringing the 
grand total of those returned to civilian 
life to forty-three, almost a third of the 
employee group who entered the service 
of their country. The November list 
follows: 


JAMES L. BAXTER, JR., released on 
the twenty-fifth. As a lineman of the 
construction department he entered the 
army on September 29, 1942, and was 
trained in the anti-aircraft school at Camp 
Callen, California. In March, 1943, he 
was shipped to the Alaskan Theater, re- 
maining there except for a brief fur- 
lough in July of the next year until re- 
turned to the States for his discharge. 
He is the son of James Baxter, Sr., vet- 
eran combinationman, Lincoln. James 
received his sergeant’s stripes in July, 
1945. 


Cpl. WILLIAM R. BEHRNS, ground- 
man in the plant department at David 
City, enlisted in the Marines in Decem- 
ber, 1942, training at San Diego and 
Mojave, California. In October, 1943, 
he began his tour of the Pacific, stopping 
first at Oahu, Hawaii, then to Espiritu 
Santo, New Hebrides; Guadalcanal and 
Tulagi in the Solomons; Eniwetok in the 
Marshalls and finally Guam. He re- 
turned on rotation furlough in January, 
1945, and since that time has been sta- 
tioned in North and South Carolina. 
He wears three battle stars and the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation. 


By Joe Hartley 
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Pvt. Robert L. Wenzel is now at Camp 
Beale, California, awaiting an overseas 
assignment. Bob, a Beatrice boy, was 
employed as combinationman there and 
joined the army in June, 1945. 


It. EUGENE W. BURCHESS, 
groundman in the construction depart- 
ment, dates his army hitch from Decem- 
ber, 1941, as an aviation student. His 
preliminary work was taken at Coleman, 
Texas, and basic flight training at Waco, 
completing his cadet training work at 
Brook Field, Texas, where he graduated 
as second lieutenant in August, 1943. He 
has since been stationed at the Army Air 
Field at Palacios, Texas, as instructor. 


S/Set. JOHN B. EIDENMILLER, 
veteran of the D-Day landings on the 
Normandy coast, has returned to work 
with the Company in the construction 
department. He was formerly in the 
Weeping Water plant department, en- 
tering the armed forces in July, 1942. 
As a member of the first army he saw 
service at Cherbourg and the hot action 
of the Break-thru in Belgium. He served 
as cook with the 348th Engineers. 


THOMAS B. HEDGES, in his three 
years of army life, never felt the thrill 
of receiving a promotion, but he was in 
an enviable rut, having entered the army 
with the highest rating in non-com ranks 


(Left) James D. Green and his bride, the 
former Barbara Jean Adams, of Topeka. 
Wearer of the Silver Star and Purple Heart, 
Jim is now out of service and back on the 
job in the construction department. 


(Right) T/5 Ervin H. Klundt, taken in the 
park at Wieden, Germany. He was recently 
awarded the Bronze Star. 
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as a Master Sergeant. He was a member 
of the Company Cadre and left for service 
in December, 1942. A veteran of the 
E.T.O., he was discharged in late Oc- 
tober and has returned to his work with 
the construction department. 


Lt. WILLIAM BOYD IMLER, former 
construction department truck driver, 
received his release from service on No- 
vember 20. Boyd had a checkered career 
in the army, progressing through various 
training units until he at last received 
an appointment to the air corps for flight 
training. He graduated as Lieutenant in 
November, 1944, and since that time has 
been stationed at Fort Worth, Texas, 
Boise, Idaho, and Walla Walla, Wash- 
ington. 


Cpl. GERALD R. HENDERSON, 
shopman of the supply department, en- 
listed in the Marines in September, 1942, 
and was given basic combat training at 
San Diego and Ocean Side, California. 
From March, 1943, until May, 1945, he 
followed the retreating Jap outposts from 
island to island, a head wound received 
in the action at Iwo Jima finally ending 
his combat career. He was returned to 
the States at that time, and since has 
been stationed at San Francisco. He re- 
turned to employment on November 12. 


Cpl. LLOYD A. MURPHY, construc- 
tion department, joined the service in 
May, 1942, as a member of the field ar- 
tillery at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Further 
training at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., 
and Fort Bragg, No. Carolina, followed 
before his sailing for England in the 
spring of 1944. Most vividly remem- 
bered of the constant series of action in 


Waldo J. McDowell, Lincoln Business 
Office, has been with Uncle Sam since 
September, 1942, and is attached to the 
Seventh Service Command at the Omaha 
Signal Center. 


eleven months of warfare on the con- 
tinent was the battle of the Normandy 
hedgerows. Lloyd was discharged at 
Fort Leavenworth on October 31 and re- 
ported back for work this month. 


TED M. RAY, Lieutenant, (j.g.), en- 
listed in the Navy in March, 1942, as 
yeoman, first class, and was assigned to 
the staff of Admiral Halsey, a post which 
provided him with a box seat, in the 
months to come, for many of the great 
naval engagements of the Pacific Wars. 
In May, 1944, he was given a merit pro- 
motion from chief yeoman to lieutenant, 
junior grade, and was honored by having 
the commission presented to him by the 
Admiral, himself. Ted returned home 
in early November and has taken up his 
old duties as district clerk at Beatrice. 


T/Sgt. ROBERT R. SCHOUBORG, 
construction department lineman, was 
called to the colors in December, 1942, 
as a member of the Company cadre. 
While in training at Camp Crowder he 
was stricken with an attack of rheumatic 
fever and after several months hospitali- 
zation he was assigned to signal training 
work at the camp. In December, 1944, 
he was transferred to Hobbs Air Field, 
New Mexico, in the signal office, and 
obtained his release from service in early 
November. He is at present in California. 


JOHN R. SHIPP, MM 3/C, was a 
lineman of the construction department 
at the time of his enlistment in the ‘Sea- 
Bees” in January of 1943. Upon com- 
pletion of basic training at Camp Endi- 
cot, Rhode Island, he shipped for the 
Pacific War Area in June, 1943, and 
in the months that followed became con- 
vinced that there is no such thing as a 
livable island in the South Pacific. He 
returned to meet, for the first time, a 
daughter more than two years old. His 


release was given at St. Louis on No- 
vember 2, 


ARCHIE E. STANSBURY, AMM 


2/C, hails from the plant department at 


Beatrice. Entering service in December, 
1942, he went through boot training at 
Great Lakes and was then assigned to 
the educational department at Navy Pier, 
Chicago, where he held forth until July, 
1944, when he received an assignment to 
the Naval Air Training Center at Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. His home town is Blue 
Springs. He has now taken up his for- 
mer job as combinationman at Beatrice. 


CHARLES E. CONNORS, FC 1/C, 
saw action in both ocean theaters, serv- 
ing aboard the U.S.S. Champlin in At- 
lantic waters until the end of the Euro- 
pean War, then transferring to the Pa- 
cific to round out the duration. He left 
his job as groundman in the construc- 
tion department in December, 1941, and 
trained in fire control at Great Lakes, 
Illinois. A brother of Nebraska City’s 
famous wire chief, Ralph Connors, he 
claims Bruning for his home town. He 
returned to his job this month and has ar- 
ranged to study Electrical Engineering at 
the University of Nebraska under the G. I. 
Bill of Rights plan. 


Pfc. NORMAN R. ZIPP put on the 
uniform in February, 1943, and soon 
learned the value of strong arches and 
back muscles in basic infantry training 
at Camp Roberts, California. He shipped 
off to the Pacific Theater in July, 1943, 
and, as a member of the 169th Infantry, 
fought up through the Solomon chain 
in a thousand miles of jungle battles. He 
touched New Guinea in late 1944 where 
his unit was given a rest before moving 
on. He was a cable splicer’s helper in 
the construction department before his 
enlistment. He resumed his work with 
the Company this mouth. 


The first word from Lt. ADE NEW- 
ENS after his long boat ride into the 
west finds him near Kiejo, the capital 
city of Korea, as communications officer 
at the Kimpo airport, about ten miles 
from the city. Ade arrived at his desti- 
nation via Manila and Tokyo following 
a three weeks’ boat ride to the Phil- 
ippines. The balance of the trip was by 
air. While in Tokyo, Ade had and ac- 
cepted the invitation to fly over Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki and here is the 


Lt. Dan Smith ponders a 
problem in a field repair 
unit, somewhere in Ger- 
many. Dan has returned to 
his old job as district clerk 
for “"Skipper’’ Burge at 
Beatrice. 
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Our new sergeant, Royce Vy, Bilmer 
Royce was on a westward boung jrans-_ 
port, far out in the Pacific, When word 
came of Japan’s capitulation ang the boat 
retraced its course to American shores 
He is now at Fort Douglas, Utah, a. 


story as he tells it: “We came jp at 
about 500 feet and circled each City four 
or five times and you can take it from 
me, anything you have heard oy read 
about the atomic bomb has not been ex- 
aggerated. Sure, I expected to gee de. 
vastation but I was not prepared for 
what greeted my eyes. With the ex- 
ception of four or five concrete pyild- 
ings in Hiroshima which had been com. 
pletely gutted by fire, nothing wag left; 
no rubble, no wreckage, no debrig | | 
nothing. They were literally ang ac 
tually blown off the face of the earth. 
So completely were they destroyed that 
it was impossible to visualize that the 
cities ever existed there.” 

Oscar Wohlberg, the Lincoln Business 
Office flash, had a most pleasant sur- 
prise in the unexpected appearance of 
his son ROBERT E. WOHLBERG, just 
returned from a voyage of the globe of 
some 100,000 miles. 

It is now LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
NOBLE, as our energetic Fritz has come 
through with a well-deserved promotion. 
Other recent elevations in rating include 
ROYCE V. HILMER, Cpl. to Sgt., 
HAROLD BRADY, Pfc. to Cpl., 
THOMAS H. ROLLER, T/5 to T/4. 
and CLIFFORD M. ARMSTRONG, AS 
to Mid'n. 


PIONEERS 
HAVE 
FUN 


Gt Wahoo and. Plattamouth 


hase initial parties in the “around the territory” schedule 
of the Pioneers Chapter were held with much appro- 
bation at Wahoo on November 1 and at Plattsmouth on 
November 29. Pioneers from.David City, Wahoo, Platts- 
mouth and Nebraska City areas were in attendance. Also 
present at each party were Lincoln delegations which in- 


cluded President Joe Hartley, George Walroth, enter- 
tainment committee 


chairman as well as 
other officers and 
committee chairmen. 

A program of mo- 
tion pictures and a 
lavish assortment of 
refreshments could 
hardly be reported as 
the least attractive 
items on the agenda 
for the respective 
evenings. In charge 


Mrs. Mary Beaty of Wahoo, caught of the latter at 
in a jovial mood as “Pep” Saunders 
assists her in eating up the surplus \Vahoo were George 


i aaa Cruickshank, Hazel 
Hagenbuck and Mae Meduna and at Plattsmouth Mrs. 
Georgia Tartsch, Mrs. Joe Abrams and Mrs. W. L. Eckles 
supervised these important duties. 

That man of poise and glib phrases, Mr. George Wal- 
roth, officiated as master of ceremonies, introducing the 
guests and speakers, the latter making up in quality what 
they lacked in quantity. President Hartley greeted the 
party-goers and at Plattsmouth came through with an in- 


(Above) The motion picture show at Wahoo 
ail was a highly enjoyable feature of the pro- 
gram. The group, left to right, include Merlie 
Markuson, A. S. Keckler, Florence Tatman, 
George Cruickshank, Ed Dorland, John Man- 
ners, George Walroth, Myrtle Hiner, Mae 
Meduna, Vic Musselman, L. G. Saunders, 
Harvey Armagost, A. O. Andrews, Dewey 
Olsen, Vern Campbell, Jay Pugsley, the Chap- 
ter’s vice president, and John McKinzie. The 
photographer was President Joe Hartley. 


(Left) Our personable and enterprising 
chairman of the entertainment committee, 
Mr. George E. Walroth. To him goes much 
credit for a fine program of activities for the 
year. 


teresting talk on “The effect of Bell’s patent rights on 
Independent Pioneers.” 

L. G. Saunders, membership chairman, spoke highly 
of the efforts of the Pioneer Representatives to bring new 
members into the organization. Twenty-seven new mem- 
bers have been added since July, twelve of whom are from 
the areas represented at the parties. Outstanding in this 
activity are George Cruickshank, Wahoo representative 
and A. S. Keckler, eastern district clerk who have ac- 
counted for ten applications. David City and Nebraska 
City areas now have 100% memberships with Wahoo and 
Plattsmouth areas very near this splendid achievement. 

Pioneer representatives at the parties were introduced 


and extended greet- 
ings to the guests. 
These are Andy 
Holt, David City; 
George Cruickshank, 
Wahoo; Joe Abrams, 
Plattsmouth and W. 
C. Lant, Nebraska 


City. 


Two members of that all-important 
committee on refreshments. Mrs. W. L. 
Eckles and Mrs. Joe Abrams of Platts- 


mouth. 


A splendid turnout of guests was enjoyed at both 
Pictured at left is the Plattsmouth gathering, 


arties. 
P Mrs. Georgia Tartsch, Mrs, 


Left to right, back row, 
Lucy B. Lyle, Harriette Wynn, Ralph Connors, George 
Walroth, Otto Nelsen, Deroy Helfer, Joe Abrams, W. 
L. Eckles. Front rows, Mrs. Hilda Johanns, R. H. 
Ojers, Addalene B. Lorensen, Ww. C. Lant, Merlie Mar- 
kuson, Robert Gray, Lula Kloepper, Margaret Francis, 


and Kathryn Rood, 


Bob enjoys a game of pitch with his friends. Left to right, Harlan Gil- 


Fellow Employees 
Gather in Tribute to 
R. |. Schouborg, Re- 


tiring Plant Veteran 


lespie, Roy Mills, R. I. ’""Bob’’ Schouborg, Guy Seaton, F. E. Behm, Claude 


Walker and Chas. Dickenman. 


ECEMBER 1, 1912 to November 5, 1945 marked a 
career of consistency and faithful endeavor with our 
Company for Mr. R. I. “Bob” Schouborg, who last month 
retired on pension from the position of wire chief at 
Beatrice, a post he has held since 1934. That he is re- 
garded with high esteem and affection by his many friends 
and associates was evident at:a party at Beatrice on 
November 13 at which he 
was the honored guest. 
Master of ceremonies for 
the occasion was District 
Manager Clyde Burge who 
first presented John H. 
Agee, vice president and 
general manager. Mr. Agee 
well expressed the senti- 
ments of those present in 
a short talk in which he 
commended Mr. Schou- 
borg for his splendid rec- The presentation of a gift is 


ord of service to the tele- seen pt rye ry 
phone industry and to the Company. The retiring vet- 
eran was then presented by F. E. Behm, general plant 
superintendent, with a certificate in recognition of his 
loyal, active service in the telephone industry as well as a 
life membership in the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Pioneer Telephone Association, the dues for 
which will be paid by the Company. Mr. Schouborg 
also was presented with a ring by W. E. Macdonald as 
a remembrance from his friends and from the Company. 
On the lighter side of the pro- 
gram was the performance of 
the inscrutable Hindu mystic, 
‘““Hassen Ben Conscious,” who 
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The mystic Hindu, 
“Hassen Ben Conscious.” 
Looks Strangely like Le- 
land Hodge, don’t you 
think? 


amazed his audience with his occult powers of mental 
telepathy with the aid of his stooge, Joe Hartley. Round- 
ing out the evening was a generous 
lunch served by the Beatrice folks 
with the inevitable session of pitch 
and reminiscence. 

Mr. Schouborg dates his first em- 
ployment with our Company in 1912 
when he served as City Foreman at 
Hastings. His first fling at the tele- 
phone business was with the Golden- 


rod Telephone Company at Wahoo in 
1902. He later held positions with R. I. Schouborg 
telephone companies at Harvard, 

Holdrege, Nelson and Omaha. His promotion in March, 
1934 to the position of wire chief at Beatrice established 
him in that city where his ability and knowledge of the 
telephone business was an important factor in the smooth 
functioning of plant operations. 

The plans of “Bob” and his wife are somewhat in- 
definite but for the present they are maintaining their 
Beatrice home at 1422 Lincoln Boulevard. We join with 
his multitude of friends in wishing him many happy ex- 
periences and smooth sailing in the years ahead. 


(Above) another pitch session. Lefi to right: 
John Brockmeyer, J. S. Jackson, Lloyd Miller, 
Frank Nevitt, Max Brandt and Ralph Baker. 


(Left) Lt. (ig) Ted Ray. recently returned 
from the Navy, chats with Clyde Burge, 
southern district manager, and John H. Agee, 
vice president and general manager, 


ONE NAVAL OPERATION-—48,000 TELEPHONES 


HE following facts and figures recently released by the Navy department 

present quite a graphic picture. With such a tremendous outlay of material 
and equipment necessary for operations it is not difficult to understand why 
there has been a dearth of telephones for civilians. Happily, we are approach- 
ing the end of telephone instrument shortages. However, the story still 
holds much interest as a commentary on a problem which constituted one 
of our principal wartime worries. 


nie 


Official Navy Photo. 

Although “sunk” four times by the Jap radio, the mighty battleship Iowa 
roamed enemy seas striking mortal blows at the enemy until the war ended. 
Commissioned in 1943 as the Navy’s most powerful superdreadnaught, she was 
shortly followed by her sister ships South Dakota and Missouri. Her principal 
actions include Hollandia, New Guinea, Palau, Ponape, Saipan, Tinian, Leyte 
Gulf, and the Jap home islands. Her main batteries are 16-inch rifles. 


In one landing operation against a Jap Pacific stronghold toward the end 
of the war, the Navy used nearly 800 warships which were equipped with 
48,166 telephones! These shipboard telephones were connected by some 
five million feet of telephone cable of various sizes. 

These telephones would have been adequate to equip most of our sub- 
scribers in Hastings, Beatrice, Lincoln, Nebraska City and York. Stations in 
these exchanges total 49,339. 

Here is dramatic evidence indeed of the vast quantities of communications 
equipment required to wage global war. It assumes even greater proportions 
when the single operation is multiplied many times over by equally large 
naval units which were in action in other theatres of war as well as the tre- 
mendous needs of the Army’s ground and air forces. 

Following are Navy figures illustrative of the number of instruments 
and amount of cable required for various sizes of warships: 


Telephones Feet of Cable 


Battleship—Iowa Class...................-------:1eeeeeeeeeee 1,556 155,600 
Carrier—Essex Class ~..........2..2--------co--ceeeeeeeceeeeneoeeees 1,358 135,800 
Light Cruiser—Cleveland Class ....................--------- 902 90,200 
Destroyer—Fletcher Class ................22-------2----ee eee 230 23,000 
Destine Fase et cs dries ao cette pier emp 169 16,900 
Attack Transport .........-..---...-c:-cc-sscsecs-cosesescnssogenennee 200 20,000 
banding Strip Taek. ojos tieecdes oioeneteeds ents 63 6,300 
Landing Ship Medium........................22..--2-20e-0000--000--+ 32 3,200 
Landing Craft Infantry—Large....................------------ 11 1,100 
Motor Torpedo Boat...............--ceccsecccsseseceneesesccsensere 10 1,000 
~ ai 8 fie-~ 


Plattsmouth Operators 
Commended For 
Emergency Action 
d ies prompt and efficient service 
of our operators at Plattsmouth 
during a recent emergency there was 
a major factor in coping with the sit- 
uation and was emphasized in an 
article which appeared in the Platts- 
mouth Daily Journal. 


The operators were called upon 
for aid in locating a missing local 
farmer who had not returned home 
at the usual time and who was feared 
to have suffered an accident. The 
operators immediately called mem- 
bers of the local fire department and 
put in line calls over neighboring 
farm lines and soon had gathered 
nearly two hundred men at the 
home for the search. The farmer 


was found unconscious in a corn 


field and was rushed to an Omaha 
hospital where he later succumbed 
as the result of a cerebral hemor- 
rhage. 


County Sheriff Mrasek, who led 
the search, praised the girls highly 
for their part in the affair and in a 
statement to the paper said, “I want 
to thank particularly the telephone 
operators who did such a fine job in 
getting word out to people for help 
in this case. Credit is also due to 
the members of the Plattsmouth vol- 
unteer fire department as well as to 
the many friends who gave assist- 
ance.” 


Two New Lt. Colonels 
yo has reached us recently 


that two of our Service Stars 
have attained the rank of Lt. Colonel. 
The first was Giles Gere, former 
Lincoln combinationman, who is now 
stationed in Austria with the U. S. 
occupation forces. B. I. Noble, for- 
mer area manager at York was the 
second to receive this promotion. 
Until recently he has been stationed 
at Weisbaden, Germany on occupa- 
tional duty, however, according to 
last minute word from his wife he 
has now started on the long trek 
back to home soil where he is ex- 
pected to arrive soon. Both men are 
recipients of the Bronze Star. 


The Nebraska Pioneer 
Makes lts Debut 
OVEMBER 1945 marked another 


milestone in the chronicle of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the 
Independent Pioneer Telephone As- 
sociation. The Pioneers have found 
a voice with the printing of issue 
number one of their new publica- 
tion, The Nebraska Pioneer. 


Edited by Kathryn Rood as one of 
the activities of the publicity com- 
mittee, the “Pioneer” makes its mod- 
est entry into the world as a two 
page edition, typewritten, and illus- 
trated with drawings by the Chap- 
ter's president, Joe Hartley, and with 
screened pictures which have ap- 
peared in the “News.” The copies 
are then printed by multilith process 
for distribution to the members. 

The original issue recounts the 
highlights of the Chapter’s history 
since its formation in June, 1941 to 
the present time and includes also a 
number of items of current interest 
concerning the activities of the Chap- 
ter and its members. It is anticipated 
that the publication will be issued 
bimonthly with special editions be- 


ing prepared between regular issues 
when this is desirable. 


Geneva Operators 


Highly Commended 


i hss operators at Geneva received 

the following splendid expression 
of appreciation last month from the 
director of the Geneva USO, Mrs. 
Vera L. Waring: 

“The Geneva USO has closed and 
all of us, who have worked with it 
feel we have made the men and their 
families, who were stationed here 
happier and more contented by pro- 
viding a pleasant USO for them. 

“T want every one of you to know 
how grateful I am to you for the big 
part you had in making the USO 
here a success. 

“I sincerely appreciate the hun- 
dreds of calls you put through for me 
and your courtesy and efficiency in 
doing it. Thank you, everyone, so 
very much.” 

We are certain that the Geneva 
girls are truly deserving of this sin- 


Suggestion Awards Continue To Mount 


Gerald Henderson 


Lincoln 


D. R. Smith 
Lincoln 


eee newly inaugurated Employees’ 

Suggestion Plan continues to gain 
momentum as new material for con- 
sideration by the Suggestion Com- 
mittee is received regularly. From 
the ideas submitted during recent 
weeks the Committee has presented 
awards to five employees for sugges- 
tions which it is believed will be most 
helpful and worthwhile. 


The subject matter covered by 
these suggestions was varied. D. R. 


cere commendation and that they are 
happy in the knowledge that their 
efforts were a material factor in the 
success of such a worthy enterprise. 


Benefit Claims Paid 
HE following claims were paid by 
the Mutual Benefit Association 
during the month of November. 
Primary Members: Mrs. Joy L. 
Smith, Commercial Department, Lin- 
coln, $269.00; P. A. Schmeltzer, 
Construction Department, $21.00. 
Dependents: Roger Vosika, Wil- 
ber, $18.75; LaVonne Miller, Wil- 
ber, $35.25; Gary Nelson, Auburn, 
$115.05. 
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Alvina Miller 


Cc. H. Palmquist 
Lincoln Lincoln 


daw 


Dan Smith 
Beatrice 


Smith and C. H. Palmquist offered 
ideas concerning improved plant 
methods, Alvina Miller had a sug- 
gestion that should prove helpful to 
Lincoln employees, Dan Smith’s sub- 
ject concerned commercial displays, 
and safety methods was Gerald Hen- 
derson’s topic. 

The Suggestion Plan in general 
has proved itself to be a very worth- 
while project and your hard work- 
ing committee will be very glad to 
give consideration to your ideas. 


Hold Them Tigers! 
A® THE wheels of the presses start 
L 


to turn we learn of the formation 
of a new team of telephone athletes, 
this time in the basketball field, 
known as the Telephone Tigers. The 
squad is composed of Clem Bottorff 
as captain, Bob Stall, Lyle Rauch, 
Dean Hobson, Dale Harp, Leland 
Adams, Merle Geis and C. Schleufer. 
Games are scheduled every Tuesday 
night in the Lincoln City League 
and the boys are looking for a lot of 
moral support from the rooting sec- 
tion. The team is sponsored through 
the office of our director of per- 
sonnel, Guy O. Seaton. 


Wartime Waiting Lists 

Are Rapidly Shrinking 
ICTURED here are Frances 
Briggs (seated) and Virginia An- 

derson of the Lincoln Business Of- 


fice in the act of inspecting the rapid- 
ly diminishing file representing cus- 


tomers on the waiting list for serv- 
ice in Lincoln. This improved sit- 
uation is representative of the ex- 
perience in most of the exchanges 
throughout our territory. 


Originally, the pinch began to be 
felt, particularly in magneto and 
common battery sets, during the first 
part of 1944 and by October of that 
year 546 customers were on the wait- 
ing list. The shortage reached its 
peak in September, 1945 when 1,697 
orders were being held for tele- 
phones. As of December 1 this had 
receded to 769 orders, however, in- 
struments awaiting installation were 
on hand for part of these. 


New telephones are now being re- 
ceived from manufacturers and the 
removal of instruments from deacti- 
vated military bases and war plants 
further augments the supply of 
equipment. It is anticipated that by 
January 1, enough instruments will 
be on hand to supply all orders for 
main service which require automatic 
or common battery telephones. Mag- 
neto instruments are more difficult 
to obtain since this type of equip- 
ment was not in use in wartime bases 
and the supply is entirely dependent 
upon the manufacturers. The instal- 
lation of residence extensions will 
follow the completion of held orders 


for main service with first consid- 
eration being given those who volun- 
tarily removed their extensions dur- 
ing the wartime emergency. 

Other factors, of course, will en- 
ter the picture before all orders on 
hand can actually be completed even 
if the instrument supply is adequate. 
The shortage of central office and 
cable capacity is acute at some points 
and cannot be relieved until equip- 
ment is manufactured and installed. 
At some exchanges also it will re- 
quire several weeks for installers to 
complete the backlog of orders along 
with the flow of regular work. 

At any rate, we are definitely 
‘over the hump” and can look for- 
ward to the resumption of more 
normal operations within the not too 
distant future. 


Directory Headaches 
From Multiple “A” Listings 
eae perennial headache of the 
telephone directory, the multiple 
“A” listing, has reached a new high 
in Los Angeles where a subscriber of 
the Southern California Telephone 
Company has asked for the insertion 
of a listing containing 25 “A’s.”” Ac- 
cording to the subscriber, this is the 
firms’ legal name and is so registered 
with the city recorder. He says, fur- 
thermore, that next year the firm 
name will have 26 letters and 
threatens to sue the Company if the 
listing is not accepted. 

Most firms with the space hog- 
ging array of “A’s” admit that they 
do it for a top spot in the telephone 
book, according to a Los Angeles 
company representative, and many 
even go into court to get their names 
changed to include a ridiculous num- 
ber of “A’s”. The entire process 
is confusing to those who use the 
directory and causes much friction 
between subscribers. The California 
company has petitioned the Railway 
Commission for permission to place 
such names in a special category at 
the bottom of the classified directory. 

The highest telephone lines in the 
world are said to be those that cross 
the Andes Mountains from Lima to 
Oroya in Peru at 15,869 feet. 
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M. T. Caster Resigns 
WPB Post 
RECENT letter from M. T. 


Caster, retired general plant sup- 
erintendent, tells of his resignation 
as technical engineer of the Com- 
munications Division of the War 
Production Board, a position he has 
held since June, 1943. 

Mr. Caster was one of the early 
pioneers of the telephone industry, 
his first connection with this field 
dating back to 1891 when he was 
employed with the Central Union 
Telephone Co. of Des Moines. He 
joined our Company in 1904 as a 
cable splicer and rose to the position 
of general plant superintendent from 
which he retired in 1938. He has 
since been active in accident preven- 
tion and, following the outbreak of 
the war, in the WPB Salvage Di- 
vision before serving in communica- 
tions work with that agency. He is 
now a technical counsellor for the 
International Training Administra- 
tion in charge of training a group of 
Chinese student engineers for one 
year of “on the job” training in 
communications. 


——— 


258,562 Telephones 
In Nebraska 

ELEPHONES in service in Ne- 

braska as of December 31, 1944, 
as shown in reports to the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission totaled 
258,562 in addition to 20,258 
switched stations. 

Of these the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Co. reported 128,357 in- 
struments, of which 40,690 were 
business, 81,526 residential and 6,- 
141 rural. Our company had 74,124 
telephones, of which 19,828 were 
business, 40,724 residential and 13,- 
572 rural. 


Approximately one out of every 
five telephones in the United States 
is owned and operated by an Inde- 
pendent telephone company. Of the 
26,315,000 telephones in the United 
States at the end of 1944, about 5,- 
068,000 were operated by independ- 
ently owned companies, or by rural 
or farm lines and systems. 


John Brockmeyer 
Injured in Fall 
WE WERE indeed sorry to learn of 


John Brockmeyer’s recent acci- 
dent when he fell from a ladder 
while moving a telephone at the Au- 
burn airport. According to his ac- 
count he had placed the ladder 
against a_build- 
ing with the in- 
tention of raising 
the drop. Feeling 
the ladder slip 
slightly he 
grabbed for the 
ridgerow of the 
building which 
came loose caus- 
ing him to fall. 
Although land- 
ing on his feet, he suffered a frac- 
ture in the heel of his left foot. 

Bob Crowdes, who was with him 
on the job, rushed him to town 
where Area Manager Sterling Nel- 
son summoned a physician for an ex- 
amination. He was then taken to the 
St. Elizabeth’s hospital in Lincoln ac- 
companied by Mr. Nelson for treat- 
ment by Dr. J. E. M. Thomson, a 


Lincoln bone specialist. 


Johr Brockmeyer 


John is slated for a confinement of 
several weeks, but won’t be without 
company, at least. John Eisenbarth 
of the construction department also 
is at the hospital and both occupy 
the same ward. The latter is suffer- 
ing from a sprain in the back result- 
ing from an old injury. The reo 
number is 343 and we are sure both 
would enjoy visits from their tele- 
phone friends. 


Emergency Blood 
Type Record 
CCASIONS have arisen during 


recent years where fellow em- 
ployees, or members of their families, 
have become afflicted with ailments 
which have required emergency 
blood transfusions. In such cases 
hurried calls to friends do not al- 
ways reveal blood types which are 
suitable and dangerous delays some- 
times result. 

Following the suggestion of sev- 
eral employees, questionnaires were 


sent out recently by our director of 
personnel, Mr. Guy O. Seaton, on 
which employees willing to have 
their blood typed for this purpose 
could be ascertained and a proper 
record made for emergency use. 


The response was splendid and 
tests will soon begin which will per- 
mit the inauguration and mainte- 
nance of such a record. The ques- 
tionnaire was sent only to Lincoln 
employees in order to determine the 
desires of this group. However, the 
services of the blood type record will 
be available to all employees and 
members of their families and it is 
planned to enlarge the field of the 
typing to other exchanges after the 
plan becomes established. 


JouURNEY’S END 


W. W. DAVIS, father of Fern 
Davis, cashier at Weeping Water, 
passed away November 26 at the 
age of 76. Funeral services were 
held November 29 with interment 
at Weeping Water. 


CLINTON THOMPSON, husband 
of Goldie Thompson, Assistant 
Chief Operator at Tecmusch 
passed away Thursday, November 
22 at the Tecumseh Hospital. Fu- 
neral services were held Novem- 
ber 25 at Tecumseh. 


N. GC. NELSEN, father of Otto Nel- 
sen of the Accounting Depart- 
ment, died November 18 at Wol- 
bach, Nebraska at the age of 79. 
Funeral services were held at Wol- 
bach, November 20. 


ROBERT MARQUARDT, brother 
of Hattie and father of Edna Mae 
Marquardt, employees of the Trat- 
fic Department at York, and an 
old resident of York county, died 
November 5 at York General Hos- 
pital. Funeral services were held 
November 8 at York. 


JOE CULBERTSON, father of D. 
R. Culbertson of the York Plant 
Department died at McCool, Ne- 
braska, November 9 at the age of 
86. Funeral services were held 
November 13 at York. 
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Ervin Klundt Awarded 


The Bronze Star 

Te awarding of the Bronze Star 
was an honor recently bestowed 

upon T/5 Ervin H. Klundt, formerly 

of the Hastings Plant Department 


for meritorious service in the support 
of operations against Nazi armies 
with the 90th Infantry Division. The 
citation accompanying the award read 
in part: T/5 Klundt distinguished 
himself by the initiative, efficiency 
and devotion to duty which he dis- 
played as Driver and Interpreter for 
Military Government and for meri- 
torious service in connection with 
military operations against the enemy 
in France, Germany, Luxembourg, 
Belgium and Czechoslovakia durin 
the period 10 June 1944 to 9 May 
1945. Recent communications to 
Ervin have been returned by the 
Post Office so his present location 
and nature of his activities are not 
known. 


“Make hay while the sun shines” 
is a good rule, according to success- 
ful people, many of whom, how- 
ever, have found they can help “Old 
Sol” along a little by using the grass 
that grows under other people’s fect. 


The first telephone in the White 
House was installed in 1880, when 
Rutherford B. Hayes was president. 


MRS. MAUDE E. THIMGAN, 
mother of Opal Thimgan of the 
Lincoln Traffic Department, died 
November 25. Funeral services 
were held at the Methodist 
Church at Elmwood, November 
30, 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


**4 Nebraska Company Serving Its People’’ 


Thanks to Dorothy Fisher 


ITH this issue of the “News” we 

publish the last item in the “Per- 
sonalities in the News” section from 
the Lincoln Army Air Field. The 
field was ordered temporarily inac- 
tivated as of December 15 and its 
personnel has accordingly reduced to 
the point where it no longer was 
practicable to operate the attended 
pay station booth house. 


Mrs. Fisher, our LAAF corre- 
spondent, has reported the activities 
of the Company personnel at the 
base for the past months displaying 
much originality and ability as a 
writer. We appreciate her efforts 
and cooperation and regret to see her 
column pass from the picture. 


The “News” Takes a Bow 


OUR editors were pleased and 

very much more surprised last 
month to learn that the “News” had 
received top honors in the “Awards 
of Merit for All-around Magazines 
in Appearance, Editorial Quality and 
Appropriateness to Purpose” in the 
annual contest among industrial edi- 


tors in the nine states comprising the 
territory of the Southwestern Asso- 
ciation of Industrial Editors. Your 
publication also placed among the 
five leaders in “Editorial Qualities.” 
The awards were made at the asso- 
ciation’s annual convention in No- 
vember at Little Rock, Arkansas. 


Your “News” staff tries sincerely 
to edit a magazine that will be pleas- 
ing in appearance and content to its 
readers and one which some may 
wish to keep as a chronicle of inter- 
esting events and activities of their 
Company and fellow employees. 
Your constructive observations and 
ideas for the publication’s betterment 
will be welcomed. 


Apologies to John Reede 
W* HEREBY make apology to our 
good friend, Mr. John Read, for 
inadvertently misspelling his name as 
“Reed” instead of “Reid” in our 


. October issue. Apparently when it 


was proof read the reader read 
“Reade” when he should have read 
“Wrede” and consequently in read- 
ing the “Reide” you read “Rede” in- 
stead of reading the right reading of 
“Re?d” which is of course “Rd.” 
Since this error appeared certain 
items of mail have been misdirected 
and correspondents are requested to 
address him properly hereafter. 


Pamphlet on Veterans’ 
Benefits Available 
GREAT deal of misinformation 


+4 has been published concerning 
the benefits to which service men 
and women are entitled under the 
G. I. Bill of Rights. In order to 
make accurate information available 
for those who wish it, we have pur- 
chased and now have in the em- 
ployees’ library, “Veterans’ Admin- 
istration Pamphlet No. 44,” giving 
information concerning monetary 
and other benefits available to per- 
sons who have served in the armed 
forces of the United States, and to 
the dependents of such persons. This 
pamphlet is official and can be relied 
upon. All ex-service people may 
have a copy of this pamphlet free 
so long as the supply lasts. 
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New Associate Editors 


ITH this issue of the “News” we 
are happy to present your new 
associate editors, Miss Shirley Hess 
and Miss Ruth Marrow whose initial 


Shirley Hess Ruth Marrow 


endeavors appear in this month’s 
“Personalities” section. Miss Hess 
will represent the Construction De- 
partment and Miss Marrow will 
report Supply Department events. 


This assignment is not entirely un- 
familiar to Miss Hess, who has gone 
to bat on several occasions in the ab- 
sence of her predecessor, Mrs. Ila 
Wylder, who resigned recently fol- 
lowing her husband’s discharge from 
the army. Miss Marrow takes the 
place of Mrs. Verda Ashford, who 
announced her resignation upon the 
return of her navy husband to civil- 
ian status. 

We are looking forward to a con- 
tinued fine job of reporting from 
these departments and take this op- 
portunity to thank the retiring edi- 
tors for their helpful cooperation. 


Interstate Toll Rates Cut 


HE American Telephone and 

Telegraph Company announced 
last month an order by the Federal 
Communications Commission effect- 
ing another reduction in interstate 
toll calls as of February 1, 1946. 
Rates on intrastate long distance ser- 
vice are not subject to jurisdiction by 
the F. C. C. and were not affected 
by the order. The order applies to 
both short and long haul calls and 
will be reflected in reduced revenues 
for our Company for calls outside of 
Nebraska the extent of which have 
not yet been estimated. Revenue 
losses of about $20,000,000 annually 
will be absorbed by the A. T. and T. 
Company. 
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Barbara Benson, 
Evening Chief 
Operator, 

Sterling. Wahoo. 


Commercial 


Cline, Nora, clerk to stenographer, 
Lincoln. 

Spahnle, Howard, returned from military 
service to Commercial Representative, 
Lincoln. 


Plant 


Billings, Jack, groundman to _ lineman, 
construction department. 

Bucknell, Cloyd D., returned from mili- 
tary service to lineman, construction 
department. 

Durr, Joseph G., groundman to com- 
binationman, service department, Ne- 
braska City. 

Gear, W. L., returned from military 
service to groundman, service depart- 
ment, Fairbury. 

Green, James D., returned from military 
service to lineman, construction de- 
partment. 

Hedges, T. B., returned from military 
service to lineman, construction de- 
partment. 

Henderson, Gerald, returned from mili- 
tary service to shopman, supply de- 
partment, Lincoln. 

Hodge, M. L., combinationman to sub 
foreman, service department, Beatrice. 

King, Mary, typist to stenographer, sup- 
ply department, Lincoln. 

Radebaugh, P. G., janitor to supervising 
janitor, service department, Lincoln. 
Smith, Catherine, typist, supply depart: 
ment, Lincoln, to stenographer, con- 

struction department. 


Traffic 

Armstrong, Hazel, A€&L operator to 
NA€&L operator, Auburn. 

Benson, Barbara, NA&L operator to eve- 
ning chief operator, Sterling. 

Boldt, Helen, chief operator, Sterling, to 
A operator, Lincoln. 

Bratrsvosky, Dorothy, instructor to as- 
sistant chief operator, Wahoo. 

Budler, Donnabelle C., A operator to 
A&L operator, Hastings. 

Budler, Marietta, A operator to A€?L 
operator, Hastings. 

Buller, Eleanor E., A€&L operator to DA 
instructor, York. 


Dorothy Bratrsvosky, 
Assistant Chief 
Operator, 


Nora Cline, 
Stenographer, 
Lincoln. 


Cerveny, Ella, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Lincoln. 

Clausen, Darlene, A operator, Fairbury, 
to L operator, Lincoln. 

Clover, Edus, A operator to A&L opera- 
tor, Auburn. 

Daharsh, Ethel, assistant chief operator 
to chief operator, Wahoo. 

DeVries, Dorothy, A operator to A&L 
operator, Lincoln. 

Dunn, Jean, A&L operator to L super- 
visor, Lincoln. 
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Ethel Daharsh, 
Chief Operator, 


Sylvia Griffin, 
Chief Operator, 
Wahoo. Daykin. 


Fuller, Virginia, A&*L operator, York, to 
L operator, Lincoln. 

Goldenstein, Lois, A operator to A&L 
operator, Hastings. 

Griffin, Sylvia, appointed chief operator, 
Daykin. 

Haase, Miriam I., A&’L operator to as: 
sistant chief operator, Nebraska City. 

Harter, Jean, Af&?L operator to AfteL 
supervisor, York. 
Hopkes, LaNora M., A&L_ operator, 
Geneva, to A€&*L operator, Hastings. 
Martin, Catherine, A€*L operator to 
NA€?L operator, Harvard. 

Metzgar, Dona, A operator to A&L op- 
erator, Hastings. 

Multer, Darlene E., L operator to clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Peterson, Violet I. R., A&L operator to 
A&’L supervisor, Nebraska City. 

Ross, Mary, NA&L operator to A&’L 
operator, Nebraska City. 

Smith, Lorraine, A@L operator to NAGL 
operator, Nebraska City. 
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Jean Dunn, 
L. Supervisor. 
Lincoln. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Darlene E. Multer, 
Traffic Clerk, 
Lincoln. 


Thomas, Mae E., A&L operator, Geneva, 
to A&L operator, Hastings. 

White, Berniece, NA&L operator to AWL 
operator, Harvard. 


New Books in the Library 


URING the past month four new 
new fiction books and eight new 
technical books have been added to 
the employees’ library in room 219 
of the General Office Building. 


Fiction editions include: “Great 
Son” by Edna Ferber, “The Gaunt- 
let” by James Street, “The Journey 
Home” by Zelda Popkin, and “Three 
O’clock Dinner” by Josephine Pinck- 
ney. . 

Technical volumes added are: 
“Fundamentals of Telephony” by 
Arthur L. Albert, “The Electrical 
Fundamentals of Communication” by 
Arthur L. Albert, “Elements of Elec- 
tricity’ by Wm. H. Trimbie (Third 
Edition), “Alternating-Current Elec- 
tricity and its Application to Indus- 
try” by W. H. Timbie and H. H. 
Higbie (First Course), “Alternating- 
Current Electricity and its Applica- 
tion to Industry” by W. H. Timbie 
and H. H. Higbie (Second Course), 
“C-Carrier Telephone Equipment, 
Instruction Bulletin No. 977,” “H-1 
Carrier Telephone Equipment, In- 
struction Bulletin No. 900,” and 
“Radio Physics Course” by Alfred 
A. Ghirardi (Second Edition), (This 
is an elementary text which explains 
the principles of electricity and 
radio). 

All employees are cordially invited 
to visit the library and check books 
out at any time. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


M. N. Green, 
Lincoln, 
30 Years. 


J. A. McKinzie, 
Lincoln, 
39 Years. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Bertha Sharp, Beatrice. 


Thirty Years 
M. N. Green, J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Margie Grewell, Exeter. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 


G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
O. A. Nelsen, Lincoln. 

Twenty-ITwo Years 
P. R. Winscot, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 


Napei Hess DV\ Beas 


Virginia Peter- 


son of the Ac- 
counting Depart- 
ment, and former 
associate editor 
of the “News,” 
became the bride 
of Mr. Dean 
Wiemers, No- 
vember 15 at the 
Grace Lutheran Church of Lincoln. 
Mrs. Wiemers will continue her 
work and the couple will reside in 
Lincoln. 


Rogene Yost, Hastings Traffic De- 
partment and Hugh James were 
united in marriage at the home of 
Rogene’s mother in Sutton. Mrs. 
James is continuing her work while 
her husband is stationed at the Has- 
tings Navy Depot. 


A. R. Fritz, J. E. Ellis, 
Lincoln, Lincoln, 
20 Years. 15 Years. 


Nineteen Years 


H. E. Nichols, E. C. Hutchison, Lin- 


coln. 


Eighteen Years 
Oscar Lewis, R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
E. J. Schemmerhorn, Military Leave. 


Sixteen Years 
H.. W. -Potter,. C.. E. Harp, KK. R. 
Rauch, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 


J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 
L. M. Miller, Wilber; Milly Lane, Wy- 


more. 
Ten Years 
E. Pearl Bishop, Fairbury: Bertha Som- 
mer, Utica. 
Six Years 
Nata Hershey, Geneva. 


Mary Ellen Dana of the Lincoln 
Accounting Department became the 
bride of Pfc. Robert C. Stich of 
Lebanon, Oregon, November 9 at a 
double ring ceremony. The wedding 
took place in Lebanon where the 
couple will reside. 


The wedding of Marilyn Behrns, 
cashier and “News” correspondent at 
David City and Lt. Edward Terwil- 
liger of Kingston, New York, took 
place Thursday, November 15. Mrs. 
Terwilliger has resigned her position 
and the couple are residing in Lin- 
coln where Lt. Terwilliger is sta- 
tioned. 


ArVera Petersen, former operator 
at Hastings and Robert R. Derauf, 
of Trenton, were united in marriage 
November 15 at the Methodist par- 
sonage at Atwood, Kansas. The 
double ring ceremony was performed 


by Rev. Maurice E. Rickard. The 


groom was recently discharged after 
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serving 32 months overseas with the 


Fifth Army. 


Mary A. Ingram of the Nebraska 
City Traffic Department became the 
bride of WO Paul M. Tackett, also 
of Nebraska City, October 29, at the 
Free Methodist Parsonage. The 
couple will reside in Nebraska City. 
WO Tackett just returned from 
thirty-eight months of overseas ser- 
vice in Europe. 

Leslie G. Hansen, Construction 
Department and Betty M. Larson, 
Louisville were united in marriage 
November 9 at the Methodist church 
in Louisville with Rev. R. W. Dins- 
dale performing the double ring cere- 
mony. After a wedding trip to 
Kansas City, the couple are making 
their home in Louisville. 

Wilma Ranklu, cashier at Beatrice 
and Norris Hinkle, S 1/c were 
united in marriage November 13 in 
San Francisco, Calif. with Rev. Sher- 
rill performing the ceremony. 

Margaret Evans, Cashier at Ne- 
braska City, and Ralph E. Ramold 
were united in marriage November 
27, at St. Benedict’s Catholic Church 
in Nebraska City. The couple will 
reside in Nebraska City. 


— 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Connors 
of Nebraska City 
are the proud 
parents of a baby 
boy, Thomas Ed- 
ward, born No- 
vember 25. Mr. 
7A 4 Connors is the 
BS “gs Wire Chief at 

Nebraska City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Welton Grant of 
Beatrice announce the birth of a son, 
Douglas Michael, November 15. 
Welton is a member of the Beatrice 
Plant Department. 
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Nation's Farms Decreasing 
|: eeaieaabe oe to preliminary totals 

in the 1945 Census of Agricul- 
ture, there was a loss of 1.4% in the 
nation’s farms since 1940. The total] 
number in 1945 was 6,010,572, while 
the figure for 1940 was 6,096,799, or 
a reduction of 86,000 farms. 


Eastern District 
Genevieve Cox, Associate Editor 
District Office 


Vacationing this month is Art Keckler, 
who left a few days ago to spend some 
time with his brother in Mansfield, Ohio. 
... Mr. McKinzie plans to take his vaca- 
tion in December when Jack comes home. 
The other morning a large wooden box 
from Jack was delivered to the office. 
After obtaining several hammers, screw- 
drivers, etc., we managed to pry it open 
to find a French field switchboard. Of 
course Mr. McKinzie wasn’t satisfied un- 
til he had taken it apart to find out what 
made it tick. The Eastern District Office 
was certainly a popular place that day. 
. . . Roy Carlson spent Thanksgiving at 
Spencer, Nebraska. 


Ashland 


Ethyl Armstrong, Commercial Depart- 
ment, has just returned from a week’s 
vacation at Colorado Springs and Denver. 
. . . We wish to welcome a new operator, 
Shirley Dreyer. Mrs. Churchill re- 
signed and moved out of the city. ‘ 
Mrs. Armstrong’s son, Max, Midshipman 
USNR, has been transferred from Seattle 
to Boston to attend Midshipmen School. 
; Jim Goodfellow, PM 2/C, son of 
Clara Goodfellow, Janitress, is home on a 
30-day furlough. He has seen action on 
Saipan, Okinawa and other islands in the 
South Pacific and is to report to Shoe- 
maker, Calif., for further assignment... . 
Sgt. Ernest Moran, husband of Agnes 
Moran, has been sent overseas on his way 
towards Tokyo. ... Mrs. Bryant has re- 
ceived word from her husband, Sgt. Chil- 
ton Bryant, that he is safe and sound 
after his harrowing experiences on Okina- 
wa during the typhoon. . .. Mrs. Black- 
man, Chief Operator, recently received a 
long distance call from her son Glen, 
who was in London on a 30-day furlough 
which he said was in the terms of the 
United Kingdom. The call came through 
about 11 a. m., which was between 4 and 
5 p. m. in England. 


Beaver Crossing 


Emma Allison, Chief Operator, is spend- 
ing a week’s vacation with her sister in 
Denver. She left on the 16th of November. 


Cordova 


Mr. McKinzie was a visitor in the Cor- 
dova office the first part of the month. 


David City 


At last vacations are nearing an end. 
Helen Havlena spent a peaceful one at 
home, and last but not least, Nadine 
Aden is spending her vacation visiting 
relatives here, there and a little bit of 
everywhere. One thing sure, at that rate 
she won't have time to wear out the 
“welcome mat.” . . . “Oh, my aching 
legs, arms and back,” was a well-known 
remark heard from several of the oper- 


sa LAM: . 


ators after spending Halloween night 
bowling in Columbus. Afterwards they 
attended the midnight show. .. . Sure 
thing we’re getting extravagant by having 
two hamburger frys, but were they de- 
licious! ! ! One was given for Marilyn 
Behrns, who left us to say “I do,’ and 
the other was for Noma Marquis who is 
leaving us to undergo an operation and 
after she has recuperated she will enter 
N.B.I. .We will miss you both but here 
is wishing you happiness, Marilyn, and 
lots of luck too, Noma. The second fry 
was held when Miss Seymour arrived for 
a short visit. Beware anyone with cheese 
crackers or Velveeta cheese when Miss 
Seymour is around. ... The “welcome 
mat” is out to Ramona Darrow, who is 
learning to be a “plug puncher” with 
Miss Muller as_ instructor. . .. Leora 
Weyand has her head in the most peculiar 
places but I still don’t see how she bumped 
into a curtain rod and cut her forehead? 
She must have been walking on clouds 
to be that high, what about it Weyand? 
Is it that Navy trouble again? . .. Not 
all paperhangers are in Germany! We 
have one in our own midst, none other 
than Mary Docekal, Chief Operator at 
Brainard. She had a general housecleaning 
this fall and now it is spic and spen due to 
a paperhanging “bee” at which she acted 
as official assistant to the official. ...We 
are sorry to hear that Mr. Frank Selzer, 
father of Camilla Selzer, Chief Operator 
at Bellwood, has been bedfast for the 
past six weeks. At this time his condi- 
tion remains unchanged. ... We have two 
very worried looking husbands in the 
Plant who are dashing around like mad 
wanting to get located in time to hang 
their stockings ‘‘the night before’. . . It 
seems there has been a new department 
opened in the basement marked, “MEN’S 
BOUDOIR—LADIES WILL KNOCK BE- 
FORE ENTERING.” We girls are curious 
but not that adventuresome. Sorry, boys! 
. . . If you are lucky you may be able 
to beat the green light before it turns 
red but there just isn’t any 
use to hurry past a STOP 
SIGN. They just don’t give. 
: Marilyn Behrns, for- 
mer bookkeeper at David 
City office, and Lt. Edward 
Terwilliger of Kingston, 
New York, were married 
Thursday, November 15. 
They will make their home 
in Lincoln where Lt. Ter- 
williger is stationed at the 
Air Base. Anyone 
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The “homey” interior of 
the central office at John- 
son complete with the fam- 
ily pet, Butch, the dog. 
Mrs. Artie Houghton is 
seated at the switchboard. 
Standing is Mrs. Ted Ray, 
the chief operator-cashier. 
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wanting a good recipe for lemon pie, 
just ask Andy Holt. He said he has 
concocted one which beats any he has 
tried yet. (That we will have to see.) 
i ing Mrs. Clara VanMatre, Chief Op- 
erator at Rising City, will attend the 
capping services Sunday, November 25, of 
her daughter Marian who is in training 
in the Cadet Nursing Corps at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Omaha. Marian was employed 
at Rising City before entering University 
last year. . . Three old timers met at 
the David City office lately. In comparing 
ages, years of service, etc., they ended 
up with the grand total of 192 years of 
longevity and 112 years of service. Guess 
who they were? 


Louisville 


Ruth Maier is spending her two weeks’ 
vacation at home. 


Milford 


A vacationer during the month of Oc- 
tober was Emma Saltzman. She spent one 
week in Iowa and one at home... . Mr. 
Carlson was in the office Saturday. 


Nebraska City 


Vacations have finally been completed. 
I’ hear Mary Ross had a wonderful time 
in Omaha and Council Bluffs. Betty 
Johnson toured westward on her vacation. 
We’re glad to see her happy face back 
again. Lillian Baker informs me _ she 
spent her vacation in Alexander and 
Omaha and several other places. Mrs. 
Tackett (the former Mary Ingram) is 
back with us after a short vacation, wed- 
ding and honeymoon crowded all into 
two weeks. Congratulations, Mary. While 
we are on honeymooners, Virginia Adkins 
did uS up a surprise package when she 
told us she was to change her name. Con- 
gratulations. ... We have several changes 
in our chief staff. Mrs. Reiff came to 
take the job as Assistant Chief Operator 
when Mrs. Segelke left us to go to Utah 
with her husband. Now we learn Mrs. 
Reiff is to leave us and go back to Wy- 


These are the folks whose efforis keep the wheels of our transportation system mov- 
ing smoothly. Always friendly and cooperative, they are the indispensables of the Motor 
Vehicle Department. Left to right, John Litzenberg, mechanic; Frank Blockwitz, garage 
foreman; Harry Smith, motor vehicle supervisor; Ruth Marrow, stenographer; Ivan 
Olson, garage serviceman; Floyd Barneti, mechanic; and Walter Knudson, mechanic. 
Don Aydelott, mechanic, was out of town when the picture was taken. 


more, We’re sorry to see her leave us so 
soon. Miriam Haase is our newly appoint- 
ed Asst. Chief Operator. Good luck, 
Miriam. Mrs. Waters is also leaving us 
and Violet Peterson is taking her place 
as Supervisor besides Maxine Meyers, 
who is also a new Supervisor. Good 
luck, girls. Our teacher, Mary Bartyzelle, 
has two new toll students, Bette Moyer 
and Beverly Genoa. Mary Huber is a 
new local student with us now. An old 
member, Edith Rivett, is back plugging 
with us again. Glad to have you back 
with us Edith. Mrs. Smith is also back 
in our office as our new night operator. 
Hello ‘‘Snooks’’, glad you’re back with us 
again. . ..I nearly forgot to mention, 
we received a box of candy from Mr. Parr 
in appreciation for services rendered on 
long distance calls. The candy was good, 
wasn’t it girls... . We’re all waiting now 
for our Thanksgiving vacation. Did I say 
vacation? I mean turkey dinner, dress- 
ing, cranberries and all the trimmin’s.... 
We are glad to welcome Betty Balfour as 
the News Reporter replacing Violet Peter- 
son. 


Plattsmouth 
Harriette Wynn is spending her two 
weeks’ vacation at home. ... On Novem- 


ber 8, the telephone operators had a party 
at Seimerville, where they serve those 


delicious chicken dinners. ... Helen 
Ledgway and Harriette Wynn spent the 
day November 15 in Omaha. ... Pvt. 


Wm. Eckles, Jr., who is located at Camp 
Crowder, Mo., visited his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. Eckles, Sr., Saturday, No- 
vember 3 and Sunday the 4th. He will 
complete his basic training in four weeks. 


Seward 


We hear that Laura Douty has gone 
in for raising canaries. It seems that 
they are the long eared Missouri variety. 
They keep her lawn nicely mowed, ete. 
It sounds like a good idea but we didn’t 
know that it was permissible in the city 
limits. . . . Billy Ager, age 8, really put 
his father to shame when he bagged a 
pheasant single handed. . The story 
goes that Al Ager and four other hunters 
went clear up to O'Neill to go pheasant 
hunting and came back with only seven 
birds. Better take a salt shaker along 
next time. ... Willa Robbins spent a few 
days in Colorado with her mother and 
sister, at least that was what we thought. 
She came back with a diamond on her 
left hand. Congratulations, Willa! Here 
we thought we were lucky in keeping 


the operators during the dangerous 
months, May and June, and here she 
leaves us in December. A shower was 
given in her honer at Merna McClain’s 
home. She was presented with a gift 
from the group. ... Chris Haberman and 
Art Balderson attended the American 
Legion Dinner this week. They had tur- 


key with all the trimmin’s. ... Alma 
Jones spent the day November 19, in Lin- 
coln with her sister Inez. . .. Merna 


McClain, our “‘traveling’’ bookkeeper, ac- 
companied her husband on a_ business 
trip to Dallas, Texas, last week. Nice 
thing about it she always comes back. 
‘ Martha and Beata Merz had their 
sister and family from Norfolk as guests 
over the week-end, 


Wahoo 


Hazel Fraley, Traffic Department, en- 
joyed her vacation in November, part of 
the time was spent in Denver visiting 
friends. Her mother, Mrs. Leo Fraley, 
who is in an Omaha hospital, is improved 
at this writing but not out of danger. 
She has been seriously ill for three weeks 
and the force join in wishing her a speedy 
recovery. Genevieve Johnson, our 
commercial clerk, spent one week of her 
vacation in Kansas City visiting friends. 

. . New faces in the Traffic Department 


-are Marjorie Collins, Ann Kracman and 


Norma Voecks, student operators, whom 
we welcome to our force. ... The cheer- 
ful presence and voice of Emily Hanus 
has been missed and why? An appendi- 
citis operation November 9th in an Omaha 
hospital. Emily is now convalescing at her 
home in David City. Hurry back, Emily, 
we need and miss you.... Parties are quite 
the vogue at Wahoo and on October 30 
a Halloween costume party was held at 
City Cafe lunch room for the full force 
and wives of plant men. Needless to say 
a good time was had... . The party of 
all parties was held November 15th at 
the Golf Club where the guys entertained 
the gals. Visitors were Mr. and Mrs. Mc- 
Kinzie and Mr. and Mrs. Art Keckler. As 


evening was spent in killing ’em off and 
latter part stuffing ’em. Grand eats were 
served by the men and I believe that 
some of the wives discovered hidden tal- 
ents in their husbands. We also found 
out that Art Keckler likes to eat his 
breakfast food off the floor lying flat on 
his stomach. The party was voted a huge 
success and the fact that there were no 
broken bones was pure luck. The gals 
thank you guys for a swell time and 
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please ask us again. .. . On November Ist 
the Pioneers of the Wahoo area, David 
City and guests from Lincoln held a get- 
together in the basement of the Wahoo 
building. New members welcomed were 
Harvey Armagost of David City, E. L. 
Dorland and Elmer Neujahr of Wahoo. 
Lunch was served by Hazel Hagenbuck, 
Mae Meduna and George Cruickshank. 
We think these get-togethers are fine and 
look forward to another one... .Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Divis of Steinauer and their two 
sons, Ted and Ray, were welcome visitors 
on November 8. The family recently en- 
joyed a happy reunion when the boys 
returned after having served for 19 
months in the Pacific. Mrs. Divis has 
been under a doctor’s care at Wahoo for 
some time but is now enjoying improved 
health. She is now our chief operator- 
cashier at Steinauer and formerly held 
this position at Colon. 


Weeping Water 


Peggy Amick is a new student operator. 
. Olga Pherson spent her last week’s 
vacation at home and at Lincoln. 


General Offices 


Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


We now have good news about Joy 
Smith, stenographer in Mr. Hale’s office, 
who underwent an appendectomy October 
4. Last month the reports of her condi- 
tion were so discouraging that we thought 
we'd wait to mention it until things 
looked brighter. But now she’s definitely 
on the road to recovery. She has left 
the hospital and is recuperating at the 
home of her mother in Omaha. We 
really are relieved to hear this, Joy, you 
had us worried for awhile. Hurry back 
soon. . . . And then there’s the bright 
side to Joy’s sickness, Hazel Halling has 
joined our General Commercial forces 
while Joy is gone and we’re glad to have 
her with us. . Mr. Gorman and Mr. 
Lawson have both been on the sick list 
this month, but are back to work again 
now. . . . Thanksgiving came and went 
with no one ill from the effects. Bernice 
Iwohn went to her home town of Cla- 
tonia to spend the holiday. It was a real 
Thanksgiving at Kay Rood’s house as her 
brother-in-law, Capt. Harry Williams, just 
arrived from 18 months overseas duty. 
And not only that, but he brought her 
some lovely gifts from France that most 
of us can only dream about. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Dona Holloway, Associate Editor 


With the year almost all past history 
we still have a few vacationers. Irene 
Seifert whiled away her time in her home 
town of Bennet, Nebr., while Laura Sires 
visited relation in Norfolk and friends 
in Omaha. ‘“Cagey B.” also took a week 
and Stayed home giving his family a bad 
time. ... WANTED! ! !— Bob Ross wants 
a model for his wife who is doing some 
rather special painting. Anyone wishing 
to apply for the job, please contact ‘‘Con- 
noisseur Ross’’. . Peg Heim wants a 
back scratcher that will really do the 
job. Since Peg’s recent illness she has 
developed a case of hives and she can 
be seen going through maneuvers like 
a machine In a glue factory... . Berniece 
Garcia wants two-thread hose as she is 
expecting her husband home from over- 
seas and what does a man like better 
than a neat looking gam??? Sometimes 
hose can’t help that problem though. 
“Ginny” Miller wants a ranch where ‘she 
can stretch them thar long legs of hers 
She and the ‘Rural Rhythmer’”’ would 
make a swell team. Terry Largent 
wants the train to hurry and come in 
because she is getting tired of waiting, 


“For the last time, Binks, get rid of 
them souvenirs. And I mean ALL of ‘em.” 


and she doesn’t mean ‘'The Atchison, 
Topeka and The Santa Fe.”’... We want 
to “unfold the mat” to the new girls 
who are additions to our force this month. 
They are Bette Paamender, Virginia 
Stuart and Jean Tryon who have taken 
over positions in the North office, and 
also Lee Farrar who has taken Annalee 
Shandra’s place in the addressograph.... 
Jan Stretton has taken a leave of absence 
to go to California to be with her hus- 
band who was recently discharged from 
the Marines. We are looking forward to 
her return. - The former Virginia 
Petersen tripped the light fantastic down 
the aisle Nov. 15, looking very pretty in 
a gown of white satin with a finger tip 
veil. She carried a bridal bouquet of 
gardenias circling a pale lavender orchid. 
Our congratulations to you “Ginny” and 
may we wish you much luck and happi- 
ness. Her husband is Mr. Dean Wiemers 
and, we might add, a very nice fellow. 
. . . Gerry Amend has left the company 
for awhile. She took a trip to Chicago 
to meet her fiance who is back from 
overseas. While there she will change 
her name and return Mrs. David Super- 
fine. Congratulations to you Gerry... . 
We would like to extend our deepest 
sympathy to Dewey Nelson whose father 
passed away last month. .. . Mary Stibel 
is flashing a diamond, third finger left 
hand. Congrats Mary, we are looking 
forward to the big occasion. .. . Mary 
Ann Speck, the former Miss Peterson, 
and her husband paid a visit to our 
office recently. Mary Ann and her hus- 
band are to reside in Lincoln after his 
discharge from the Army... . Candy was 
passed this month by Mrs. Wiemers and 
Mary Ellen Stich, the former Miss Dana. 
Let’s watch our figures girls and we don’t 
mean those on tickets. Yah-Ta-Ta Yah- 
Ta-Ta! ! ! 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Well, this is the real McCoy (no longer 
pinch-hitting, we mean) as Mrs. Wylder 
did not return following her leave of 
absence. Her husband was given a dis- 
charge from the Army and they have 
gone to Illinois to make their home. 
Now, it is up to yours truly, so please 
be patient with this novice. ... It was 
wedding bells for Les Hansen on Novem- 
ber the 9th, he was married to Betty 
Larson and they are making their home 
at Louisville. It looks like Dave Houston 
might be taking that fatal step soon, 
too, at least it is rumored around that 
he has given a ring to Pauline Schneider- 
wind of Julian. ... This past month has 
brought several new faces to the Con- 
struction Department. Among them are 
Charles Rhoades, John Provost, Robert 


Jenkins, Cliff Artz, and Mrs. Cathie 
Smith, our new stenographer. Robert 
Jenkins and Cliff Artz have seen previ- 
ous service in this department. ... Those 
returning from military leave of absence 
include Tommy Hedges, Jim Green, Dick 
Lahr, and John Eidenmiller. John Shipp, 
Lloyd Murphy, Wm. Imler and Charles 
Conners have visited in the office and 
inform us that they are now out of the 
service but are undecided just when 
they will return to work. They feel, and 
rightfully so, that they have earned a 
little rest. . . . We received a letter from 
Art Holcomb recently and it looks like 
it will not be too much longer until he 
will be back in our midst. ... From 
Tokyo we get word from Lorin Lyons and 
he informs us that his plans do not in- 
include spending Christmas in the U. S. A. 

. Late vacationers include Ole Nelson 
and Audrey Mann,... We find the crews 
in the same vicinities as last month. And 
so we bid you a fond adieu. 


Lincoln Army Aijir Field 
By Dorothy Fisher 

Final Chapter. . ... More things haven’t 
happened for this editor to write about. 
. . When this column was started we 
were ten, today we are four and while 
you read this, dear people, we are none. 

. . Thanksgiving day was the beginning 
of the ending—we became four. .. . 
Mrs. Griffin and Mrs. Hawkins were very 
pleasantly surprised when a G.I., our 
night detail man, presented them with a 
large box of turkey, and that evening 
Miss Perkins and yours truly were treated 
with four extra large turkey sandwiches! 
... The last day of November, Mrs. Grif- 
fin informed us she was leaving for Geor- 
gia, Lots of luck, Betty. The good kind, 
of course. ... We thank each and every 
one of you folks who have helped us in 
any .way. It hes been fun and we regret 
having to say “G’bye now.’’—The End. 


Local Commercial 
Jean Beck, Associate Editor 


A sure Sign of approaching winter: 
Asa Waters starts carrying his ear muffs. 
(Ed. Note: Or a sure sign of approaching 
fall). . . . Late vacationers include B. 
Overcash, who stopped in at the office 
daily to see if things were running per 
schedule, R. Parsons and Mrs. C. Ander- 
son—all relaxing at home. . .. Did any- 
one notice how confused things were 
around the switchboard the other day 
and how pink the face of our popular 
PBX operator turned when she started 
to take off her suit jacket and then dis- 
covered it wasn’t a blouse she was wear- 
ing! Blush! Blush! ... One of our for- 
mer employees is back with us for a 
short time, Mrs. Janice Gray, better 
known to most of us as Janice Lamb. 
Sorry your stay is short, Janice, but then 
when the Army moves, the better half 
moves too. ... Word comes from another 
former employee, Martha Borin, that she 
is working for Buzzard Bay 
Gas Co. at Hyannis, Mass. 
... Anyone wondering why 
Oscar Wohlberg is so happy 
these days, his son, Bob, 
just arrived in town rather 
unexpectedly. Bob has just 
returned from the South 
Pacific and has traveled 
over one hundred thousand 
miles by water. That’s a 
lot of water, we would 
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The Tecumseh operating 
room during a busy after- 
noon. Left to right, Dorothy 
Mattox, Verna Scherrer, 
Josephine Pepperl and Edna 
Ragon, chief operator. 
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say. ... For all you discouraged people 
who are always putting money in 
the ‘football pots’’ and never winning, 
we suggest that you have faith with A. 
Waters. For nineteen years that man 
has been dropping his pennies and 
nickels in these fortunes but it wasn’t 
until the other Saturday that the pay-off 
came. He held the lucky number and 
won $2.50. Have you noticed how 
Betty Roeder has been going around with 
her good eye covered, probably trying to 
hide the evidence. Just how do you sup- 
pose the other fellow looks? ??... Hf 
you haven’t seen that L. Com’l. bowling 
team in action yet, you had better stop 
down at the alley one of these Wednes- 
day evenings. 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We still have people going on vaca- 
tion. . .. Hunting, of course, has been the 
most popular means of spending vacations, 
and this is what most of the men did.... 
Art Albers states he went pheasant hunt- 
ing west of Fullerton, Nebraska. E. Wedg- 
wood chose both pheasants and ducks 
and tried his luck near Sterling, Nebraska. 
Mr. Zimmerman got a little farther away 
and went to Grand Island to hunt pheas- 
ants. Sorry we can only tell you where 
they went, but not how many they got. 
Maybe it’s just as well. ... Frank 
Kuchera stayed at home during his vaca- 
ticn, doing some cleaning and repairing 


on the interior of his home... . Someone 
new in the Switchroom is R. W. Hurley 
who was recently employed. ... R. L. 


Dalton gives us the good news that his 
son, Sgt. Lloyd Dalton, has returned to 
the States from the South Pacific and is 
now enjoying civilian life. . . . Perry 
Caldwell, from Clay Center, and E. O. 
Wait, Tecumseh, paid us a visit during 
November. Herb Jenkins surprised 
us the other day and came in to see us. 
Herb said he had a bumper corn crop 
and that he had a good corn shucker, 
his son Max who was recently discharged 
from the Army. Every one in the 
Service Department has either had a cold 
or will have one by the time this is 
printed so we'll just sign off and wish 


you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 


New Year. 


Supply Department 


Ruth Marrow, Associate Editor 


On October 31, the Supply and Con- 
struction Department girls, 12 in all, en- 
joyed some delicious hamburger, pota- 
toes, salad, tomatoes, and coffee and cake. 
The occasion being a farewell dinner for 
Mrs. Verda Ashford, your former Asso- 
ciate Editor, and Mrs. Ila Wylder, who 
have left the services of the company to 
join their husbands who have both been 
discharged from the armed services... . 
Two ex-servicemen paid us a visit this 
month, namely Boin (Tom) Hedges and 
Norman Zipp. ... Harve Colvin, of Pipe- 


stone, Minnesota, is visiting at the home 
of John L. Litzenberg. Harve is a re- 
tired employee of the company... . Won- 
der what Oscar Lewis is all smiles about? 
Could it be that his son, Dewie, after 
serving 24 months in England, is home 


with a discharge? ... There is still one 
vacationer this month, Lyle Rauch, who 
spent his vacation, November 5 to Novem- 
ber 12, on the farm with his parents. He 
said he didn’t do anything but we imagine 
he probably helped his father husk corn. 
. . . Mardi Miller returned to work after 
her 30-day leave of absence. Gled to see 
you back, Mardi... . . Russell Rauch in- 
forms us that they received a shipment 
of approximately 350 telephones. This 
makes a nice start towards reconversion 
to normal times again. ... We have one 
injury this month, Dephine Clunn, who 
fractured her left arm by a fall. ... Mr. 
Huddleston tells us that his son, Tom, 
is On a terminal leave in Omaha. Tom 
is planning on going back to the Mis- 
sourl Valley Authority, probably as an 
engineer. Everyone is glad to see 
Gerald Henderson back working in the 
Shop. Jerry, after serving in the Ma- 
rines, says he feels very lucky to be 
back and that things haven't changed 
any except a few of the younger men 
have gone. , We understand, at this 
writing, that Russell Rauch’s wife is ill. 
Everyone wishes her a speedy recovery. 

. . Leaving the services of the company 
are Ruth Bloyd and Daphine Clunn. . 
Ted Ray is a welcome visitor to the Motor 
Vehicle Department. Since his discharge 
from the Navy he is back on the job at 
Beatrice. Welcome back, Ted. ...A 
carload of poles was just received which 
makes the Supply Department very happy, 
because they surely are needed. 


Southern District 


Ruth Blevins, Associate Editor 
Beatrice 


After recovering from Thanksgiving 
dinners and before the mob starts Christ- 
mas shopping we'll trip a few and find 
out who’s doing what. Alys White 
vacationed around neighboring towns and 
Wilma Grupe vacationed in Hastings and 
Norfolk. Yes, it was time for the State 
Bowling Tournament in Norfolk, but after 
bowling six straight games without stop- 
ping, Wilma says there is very little to 
tell. . . . Welcome additions to the force 
are Evelyn Butricks, Mildred Jantzen and 
Naida Fanders. ... Meta umford has 
resigned and will make her home in Ten- 
nessee. .. . Joe Zamora's soldier husband 
is home to stay. We wish you the best 
of everything in your new home in Day- 
ton, Ohio. Mary Ann Walker has ac- 
cepted a position with the “Times,” a 
local newspaper. ... Lucile Murray spent 
a recent week-end in Hayes, Kansas, and 
reports a wonderful time. ... Vey War- 
ren recently received a call from the 
west coast which brought the welcome 


The Pioneers at 
the recent party at 
Wahoo apparently 
suffered no indeci- 
sion when the call 
for lunch went out. 
Left to right, en- 
joying the refresh- 
ments are Ed Dor- 
land, Jay Pugsley, 
George Walroth, 
Art Keckler, John 
Manners, John Mc- 
Kinzie, Dewey Ol- 
sen, Harvey Arma- 
gost and Vern 
Campbell. 


news that her brother would be home 
soon. ... Again we can welcome a few 
more veterans, they are: Archie Stans- 
bury and Ted Ray, who have received 
their discharges from the Navy, also Gor- 
don Neal, a former member of the Signal 
Corps of the Army, has joined our staff. 
. . . We have a proud “Papa” in our 
midst, namely Welton Grant, who is pass- 
ing out cigars and candy bars in honor 
of a boy born November 15th. The lad’s 
name is Douglas Michael. Dashing 
off to San Francisco last month was Wilma 
Ramklu and returning as Mrs. Norris 
Hinkle. Congratulations, Wilma!... This 
is all the news we could get so until next 
time, we'll be going hunting for news, of 
course. 


Burchard 


Mrs. Hattie Wilcox spent November 4th 
in Wilber with her niece, Mrs. Adolph 
Bocek. 


Cook 


Tecumseh was the center of attraction 
for LaVerne Beasterfeld, who spent the 
majority of her vacation there visiting 
friends and relatives. 


Crab Orchard 


Helen Jones was a Tecumseh visitor 
this month, while Gladys Neugebauer 
journeyed to Auburn, 


Dawson 


Esther West has added a new member 
to her house. The addition is ‘Lady,’ 
a Boston Terrier. 


Fairbury 


Taking advantage of the nice weather, 
a group of telephone girls held hamburger 
fries at the City Park on October 15th 
and November 16th. Mandane Reid 
spent October 27th in Hastings, while 
Floyd Nave and T. E. Longdon have been 
enjoying the hunting season during their 
leisure hours. (No mention has been 
made of their success, but we assume 
they came home with the limit)... We 
welcome Leland Bast in the Plant De- 
partment and Mary Rector in the Traffic, 
also we said farewell to Darlene Claussen, 


VV aan 


Traffic. 
Friend 


Marie Gifford’ has returned to work 
after a recent operation. Nice to have 
you back, Marie. 


Humboldt 


Three former telephone operators were 
visitors last month, they were: Gayle 
Neff. Mrs. Elsie Smutz and Mrs. Darlene 
Glather. ‘ . George Damon had the un- 
pleasant experience of seeing his Thanks- 
giving dinner flying away. Ed Flowerday 
and George hunted feverishly for the 
ducks but all was in vain, so they thought 
and decided to go home, a happy ending 
soon came for as they neared home they 


sf 18 Yee 


found the ducks resting peacefully on a 
fence. 


Sterling 


Barbara Ann Benson and Ruth Probst 
were Lincoln visitors. 


Table Rock 


Pearl Freeman visited in Fremont and 
Dawson during her recent vacation. 


Tecumseh 


Joan Koons resigned to join her hus- 
band who was recently discharged from 
the Navy. . . Vacationers this month 
were I. W. Halverstadt and Harold Drake. 


Wilber 


Viola Knapp and Norma Fort were Lin- 
coln visitors this month. Amelia 
Aden is convalescing at her home in Wil- 
ber after a week’s stay at the Lincoln 
General Hospital. We hope for a speedy 
recovery. 


Western District 


Betty. Hager, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


Ruth Joy is on a Leave of Absence 
due to the illness of her mother. 
Wynona Lusk, Chief Operator, resigned 
October 25. .. . Visitors at the office this 
month were Mrs. Ethel Patrick of Waco 
and Miss Metcalf. 


Geneva 


This month it’s farewell to LaNora 
Hopken, Delores Stengel and Mae Thomas 
who were transferred to Hastings; Lillie 
Labart, Fern Braun, Dorothy Connors and 
Genevieve Elward were laid off; Ardeen 
Hofferber and Eileen Ostdiek resigned to 
go to Denver; Patricia Murrell resigned 
and is enjoying California and Bernice 
Willcoxen resigned to be with her hus- 
band who recently returned from over- 
seas. . . . Maxine Franzen spent a few 
days visiting in Burwell. . Gladys 
Stiers spent the week-end of the 18th 
in Osceola. LaNora Hopken visited 
the office November 14... . Erma Dixon 
spent the week-end of the llth in Lin- 
coln. .. . Gladys Stiers and Hazel Drum- 
mond were on the sick list this month. 


Hastings 


Commercial customers were surprised to 
see some old familiar faces behind the 
counter this month. Bette Duncan 
Willmes and Josephine Elfring Stiner 
helped out in the absence of Alma Herzog 
and Marie Brewer. It took one man 
some time to recognize Bette, but it all 
came back to him when she removed her 
newly acquired “specs”. ... Marie Brewer 
spent a most unpleasant two weeks in 
Nelson visiting her doctor every day. 
Seems she forgot to eat that apple a day. 
; Meanwhile, Mrs. Herzog is elbow 
deep in housekeeping, what with her hus- 
band home from the Navy to stay. She 
even serves him soup, they say. Wonder 
if she uses paper plates. ... Jim Dudgeon 
goes in for these house-warmings in a 
big way. So big, in fact, that he teaches 
his guests new card games and all in all 
it was a profitable evening for Jim. ... 
With winter coming and son “Slug” on 
his way home from two years in the 
Pacific, Mr. Dudgeon, with the aid of 
his brother, constructed a fire place in 
the basement only to be faced with the 
problem of getting it upstairs. With that 
cdstacle overcome, Jim has only one re- 
maining project to complete the fireside 
arrangement and that is to get the ‘Mas- 
ter’s” portrait above the mantel... . Also 
making preparations for a big home- 
coming is Betty Hager whose brother 
recently returned to this country from 
Germany. After a flurry of telegrams 


and telephone calls, we finally concluded 
that he and his wife will arrive in 
Hastings the latter part of November... . 
Wedding bells rang last Saturday, Novem- 
ber 17, for Rogene Yost and Hugh Jones. 
They were married at the home of the 
bride’s mother in Sutton. Mrs. Jones is 
continuing on as desk operator while her 
husband is stationed at the Navy Depot. 
.. . ArVera Petersen, a former toll oper- 
ator, was married November 15 to Bob 
DeRolf. . . . Most of the girls are apart- 
ment hunting these days, without much 
luck. However, Marilyn Holstein and 
Audrey Nielsen were lucky enough to 
find one. Rosetta Habben, toll in- 
structor, was the recipient of a beautiful 
ring for the “third finger, left hand.” 
Who's the lucky guy, Miss Habben? It 
must be the real thing because we under- 
stand she’s buying silverware, ... Belle 
Meester, night operator, is spending her 
vacation in Portland, Oregon, visiting her 
daughter and grandson. ... Marian Hoff- 
man and Irene Jurgensmeier spent most 
of their vacations at home. Marian did 
journey to Lincoln for a week-end and 
visited her sister in Kansas. ... It's 
rumored that Lois Lindstrom is sitting 
by the telephone these days waiting for 
a certain call, as is Donna Metzgar, Frieda 
Hoffman and Dolores Ernst. . .. Delores 
Stengel, Mae Thomas and LaNora Hopken 
are our new toll operators. They were 
transferred here from Geneva. ... Roberta 
Smith is back after having been home 
taking care of her mother who was ill 
and Geraldine Tyrrell has also returned 
after being home due to her father’s 
illness. 


Hebron 


-Miss Metcalf was a visitor in the Hebron 
office this month. Miriam Griess, 
Cashier, spent the week-end of November 
18 in Lincoln. .. . E, H. Wellman spent 
a week’s vacation in Colorado visiting 
relatives and friends. 


Osceola 


November seems to be a popular month 
as far as vacationers are concerned and 
the following enjoyed time off during 
the month: Hazel Johnson, W. M. Mouden 
and Maxine Herbes. ... We wish to wel- 
come our new operator, Natalie Rech, 
who began work November 1. 


Polk 


Grand Island visitors over the week- 
end of November 3 included Ramona Nel- 
son and Mrs. Clara Anderson spent the 
week-end of November 10 in that city. 


Shelby 


We are glad to have Mayme Carroll, 
Chief Operator, back on the job again 
after her sudden illness which confined 
her to the St. Mary’s Hospital in Colum- 
bus for several days the fore part of 
November. ... Recent out-of-town visitors 
included Grace Lux who went to Loup 
City, October 18, Rose Halligan and 
Thrashilla Kubicek to Lincoln, November 
5, and Ica Westley who spent several days 
visiting in Wahoo and Omaha the fore 
part of November. 


Stromsburg 


Edith Mattson, Chief Operator, returned 
to work November 1 after spending her 
vacation in Lincoln and at home. 


Superior 


Clarinda Lake spent her vacation at 
home enjoying visits from her two sisters 
who came from Washington, D. C., and 
Denver. .. . Frances Sarchet spent several 
days in Omaha shopping recently. : 
Frances Harmon, Chief Operator, spent a 
recent week-end in Grand Island and 
Hastings. . . . Clara Chambers spent part 
of her vacation recuperating from a ton- 


sillectomy. She also visited her sister in 
Cowles, Nebraska, for a few days. 
Josephine Tieskoetter is vacationing at 
home. ... We were sorry to lose Evelyn 
Troudt who resigned November 10. Her 
plans for the future are indefinite. 


Sutton 


Gertrude Scheierman returned Novem- 
ber 15 after spending a ten-day vacation 
visiting in Omaha and just “taking it 
easy” at her country home. ... Erma 
Brown, night operator, has been con- 
valescing at her home the past three 
months. The office force has been trying 
to help her back to health by sending her 
cards, fruit and pheasants. ... Fred Ad- 
kins, Area Manager, treated the office 
“sang” to a trip to Harvard to see the 
Harvard-Sutton football game. Everybody 
seemed to enjoy themselves in spite of 
frozen hands and feet and a no score 
game. Sandwiches and coffee were wel- 
comed after the game. 


York 


After an absence of one month from 
the “News”, York is back in the running 
with new zest and real-news this Novem- 
ber so if you are still with us, we’ll talk 
turkey for awhile. . Two of our “old 
timers,’ Alice Talbot and Virginia Fuller, 
have transferred to the Lincoln office. 
We miss the mad dashes and gay shrieks 
that accompanied the two up and down 


ho 


the stairs but we wish the best of luck 
to you girls in your new location. 
Helen Hoover and Virginia Robson are 
new local students with Eleanor Buller 
instructing. Welcome, girls. ... Melinda 
Stuhr and Joann Beaver are new toll 
students with Nyla Peters instructing. ... 
Lenore Cavender is vacationing. .. . Glen 
Stuart was out pheasant hunting one Sun- 
day. He drove all day and his luck was 
poor so he took his spite out on his car 
and offered it for sale, including all 
rattles, squeaks and dust exterminator. 
Since placing the ad in the paper, Glen 
has really been happy. 


Hotel Clerk: “Pardon me, stranger, 
but don’t you think it would be a 
good idea to shake the mud off of 
those shoes?” 


Helm: “What shoes?” 


Seaton: “It’s great driving along 
like this. Don’t you feel glad you're 
alive?” 

Passenger: “Glad isn’t the word 
—I’m amazed!” 


What's the other thing we ought to do this [[hristmas 


or the last four years, the Christ- 
| ee phrase “Peace on earth, good 
will to man” has had a pretty hollow, 
bitter ring. 

This year, it won't. 

And surely, one thing each of us 
will want to do this Christmas is to 
give thanks that peace has finally 
come to us— both peace—and victory. 

One other thing we ought to do: 

In our giving, this year, let’s choose 
—first—the kind of gift that helped to 
bring us peace and victory and will 
now help us to enjoy them. 


Victory Bonds take care of the men 
who fought for us— provide money to 
heal them, to give them a fresh start 
in the country they saved. 

Victory Bonds help to insure a 
sound, prosperous country for us all 
to live and work in. 


Victory Bonds mean protection in 
emergencies—and extra cash forthings 
we want to do ten years from now. 

Choose—first—the finest gift in all 
the world, this Christmas. 


Give Victory Bonds! 


Give the finest gift of all - VICTORY BONDS! 
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ACCORDING TO THE RECORD BOOK FOR CAR #52, CLAYTCN LIEBHART, ON NOVEMBER 14™, DROVE 35,688 MILES IN TWO AND A HALF HOURS! 
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BEATRICE ROHRER HASTINGS, 
WAS 50 EXCITED ATTHE PROSPECT 
OF MEETING HER BROTHER AT 
THE TRAIN THAT SHE PLT ON 
TORE Monee an Ge 
ORTS MODEL AND 0 
WAUNETA CHILD FAIRBURY, HAS RECOVERED HIGH-HEEL PUMP, SHE DISCOVERED HER 
PHYSICALLY AT LEAST, FROM FALLING FLAT ON  REAC 
HER FACE IN THE OPERATING ROOM RECENTLY, MrOT. Beeler 


RN HUSKING PROJECT. LES 
SHUCKS IT INTO A BUSHEL BASKET AND 1076S THE HARVEST 
WO BLOCKS 10 HIS HOME-HE ANTICIPATES ABOUT 300 TRIPS . 


OULDNT YOU HATE 
0 BE CRIPPLED 
LIKE THAT THERE 
LADY, BILL? 


YEP, IT 
WouLD 
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OUR ADVERTISING MANAGER ORDERED H CHRISTMAS TREE To DECORATE THE 
GENERAL OFFICE BUILDING-"A GOOD BIG TREE," HE SAID —AND So THERE WAS 
DELIVERED NEXT DAY, AGIANT OF THE FOREST PRIMEVAL , HAD IT BEEN INSTALLED 
THE BUILDING UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD HAVE BEEN LIPENDED, 


0 Ue PLIGHT OF LITTLE BILL SCHUM 
pia THERE WAS ANOTHER HOLE 
IN THE SIDEWALK WHERE HIS LAST LA 
WAS To SET, BUT AFTER ALONG SEARCH 
BILL GAVE LIP. HE WAS PLENTY MAD WHEN 
TOLD HE HAD BEEN STANDING ON IT! 


DP 


U 
IRENE COMBS, HASTINGS, HAD A RECURRENCE OF 
HER OLD TROUBLE WHILE ON THE STREET THE OTHER 
DAY, SHE FINALLY GOT TIRED OF HOPPING AND 
LET GO~ WALKING THE LAST BLOCK WITH HER 
STOCKING DRAPED AROUND HER ANKLE. 


E,A,MSKENNA PROVES TO A DOUBTING WORLD THAT THE DAYS OF CHIVALRY ARE NOT ¥ET DEAD 


IT WAS SO NICE. \fAIN SHUCKS, | LIKE YU : — AH~ THE LIGHTS OF TOWN ! 
OF YOU, EARL, (\ 10 DO NICE THINGS # WHATS HE GOING feepnaatmretgy |) Now ‘To FIND H PLACE To EGAD: | FORGOT MY ‘%* 
TO TAKE MEO \FOR MY LITTLE WIFEY § OUT THAT WAY Se WIFE - SHE'S STILL WAITING 
FOR 2 ae 2 figl| PARK AND THEN A BIG \ 
"ap A PAY ics stent um 5) REME AT THE END OF prt 
“y él SMOTHERED WITH ONIONS ! THE ALLEY ! yy 


1" 
i| | 


IT SEEMS WE HAVE COME, TO A “GRANDFATHER'S MONTH" 
PROUDLY EXHIBITING NEW MEMBERS OF THE THIRD GENERATION ARE W.A. 
LETELLIER "Mp BILLY LANT, OF NEB. CITY AND GENERAL MANAGER AGEE , 
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